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CHAP. L 



THfi RillG Ot FHANCfi SVMMbNS THE DtTKE Ot 
BRITTANY TO DELIVER tJP SIR PETER DB 
CRAO^r.^ — jtits ANSWER NOT BEtNO SATISFAC- 
TORY, TttE Kli^G biCLARES WAR AGAINST 

HIM. — The king's i^ncles murmvr at the 

GREAT RICHES OF THfi CONSTABLE, WHICtf 
WER£ disclosed I^Y ttIS WILL. 

TNTELUGENCE was brought to the king o^ 
France foitic days after the affaffination of the 
conftable, that the duke of Brittany had received 
fir Peter de Craon. His moft confidential coun^. 
fcllors advifed him to fend inftantly to the duke 
of Brittany, and fummon him, on his faith and 
homage, fliould that falfe traitor to the crown of 
France, fir Peter de Craon, be in any parts of 
Brittany, to arirft him and fend him without delay 
to France. 
Vol. XL ^ When 
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When thefc letters were written and fealcd, they , 
were given to one of the king's meflcngers, who 
fet out for Brittany, and found the duke at his 
caftle of Ermine, near Vannes. The duke, having 
received and read the letters, told the meflengcr 
he would write an anfwer to the king. The fub- 
ftance of it was, that he excufed himfelf from 
knowing/any thing of fir Peter de Craon, or where 
he was ; nor did he wifh to know any thing, for 
it was no concern of his; and that, as to fir Peter's 
hatred and quarrel with ^ir Oliver de Cliflbn, it 
no way touched or regarded him, and he entreated 
the king to hold him excufed. When this anfwer 
had been properly drawn up and fealed, it was 
given to the meflcnger, who returned with it to 
Paris. The king and hi^ council were impatient 
to receive the duke's anfwer; and, when the let- 
ters were delivered to the king, he attentively 
read them, and turning to his brother, the dulce 
of Touraine, and the council, faid, ' This is not 
fatisfadtory.' Others replied, that the duke of 
Brittany was at the bottom of the whole mifchief. 
The king and the duke of Touraine declared^ 
tJiat fuch ^ outrage was too great to be lightly 
pailcd over, and was a direct attack on the royal 
majcfty of France. ' 

The dqke of Berry was at this time in Paris^ 
and, in his frequent vifits to the palace, the king 
talked much to him concerning the crime of fir 
Peter de Craon. The duke replied; ' My lord, 
he has certainly committed a great outrage ; and^ 
if it were known where he was, I would advifc 

that 
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that he be arreftcd and punifhed for it/ ' Good 
uncle,' faid the king, * he is now with the duK^ in 
Brittany, aqd nowhere elfe : we arc determined to 
march thither, and you Ihall accompany us/ The 
dyke of Jerry aflfented, though he was diflembling 
his real fcntimejitsi, and added, ' My Iqnjj we muft 
have our good brother of Burgundy ajfo wifh^ u§.* 
* We will have Kim,* replied the kinfo *for,w? 
will not go without. him> and pur aj-my fb4l be 
of ftrength fufficient to conquer all pur fn^^pics., 
We now clearly f^e, that this duke of Britt^jf 
neither loves nor drfeems us. Good wcle, h^ is 
very proud and prefumptuousj arid. , wc . wjU op? 
attend to any other ajffair until we h^yc brought 
hiqi to reafon.* Thus did the king afid.the.<Jukq 
of Berry conyerfe together: the duke aiJ^i^d tfi 
every thing his nephe>y propofe.d, though deter- 
mined^ in ^is own mind, to aft in oppofitipn %a it. .» 
Th^ king of France was too earneft in his de-r 
fire to revenge the infult offered his conftable, and 
was daily. preflSng forward the preparations for his 
expedition to Brittany, IJe was to iriarcb firft i^tci 
Anjou, to ^deftrpy all the caftles and pofleffion^ 
held there by fir Pefer dc Craon, notwidiftanding 
the duke of Brittany claimed them for his own by 
purchafe. The king and his council, ajifwcrcd, 
that he had never had poflcffion given hini of them s 
and that, from having fuppprtcd and proteded 
fir Peter de Craon, he had incurred perfonally the 
indignapon pf the crown of France, although ^ 
marriage had this feafon been formed between t^c 
fon of the duke and a princefs of France. 

B 2 ^ ' While 
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While thefe prcparatiop^ were going forward, 
and the rumour of the .kihg*s expedition againft 
iBrittanjr was every where talked of in France, the 
bilhop of Noyon and the lord de la Riviere re- 
turned CO Paris, having fulfilled their million to 
Beam and Fbix. They related to the king and 
council what they had done; biit the affairs of 
Britt^y occupied fo entirely the time of the coun- 
cil,, that they could not attend to any thing clfe ; 
ftiiid th^ king was impatient for the conftable to be 
iuflieieni;}^ recovered to mount his horfe, 
' ' Before the king left Paris, he commanded the 
te^y h4ndfbrtie hcitel fir Peter de Craon had, near 
the cHurch-yard of St. John, to be razed to the 
ground; afid the fpot given for an addition to the 
fcJluirch-yard. The king ordered large provifion 
of ftores to be rtiade on the roads to Anjou, Maine, 
Tcuraine, Brittany, and along the banks of the 
Loire, ready for his mteii<^d expedition ; for lio 
one dared make any oppofitioh.to it. 

It was well known in Paris, and likewife in dif- 
'ferent parts of the country, that fir Oliver de 
Cliflfon, conftable of France, had made his will, 
in order that, in cafe of death from his wounds* 
his heirs might know where to feek for his wealth. 
He had but twp children, both females, one mar- 
ried to John of Brittany, count de Penthievrc, 
whom he had ranfomed'from England for fix fcorc 
thoufand francs paid to the duke of Ireland, as 
has been related. His other daughter was, or 
would be, vifcountefs de Rohan, in right of her 
huiband. The whole of his money and moveable 

property. 



property^ without including any part of his hcri* 
cage> amounted to feventeen hundred thoufaod 
fiancs^ to the great aftonifhmcnt of all who hear4 
it> as to the means by which he had been able, ta 
amais fo large a fum. The dukes of Berry an4 
Burgundy, in particular, were much furprifed> as 
well as their councils, for the conftable was not 
any way in favour with them ; fo that, when among 
themfelves, they thus fpoke very freely on the 
fubjedt : ' How the devil can this conftable have 
colle6ted fuch an immenfe fum of florins, and 
fuch fplendid furniture ? The king of France has 
nothing like it. We mull fuppofe that it has not 
been lawfully acquired/ This paflfed off; but 
thofc who hated him did not think the lefs of it.. 

The king was ftiU at Paris, though his prepa- 
rations were ready; and all who had been fum- 
rooned to accompany the expedition to Brittany 
were aflembling accordingly. The duke of Bur- 
gundy was, however, much vexed at this war, 
faying it w^ made without reafon, and would end 
badly ; for neither France nor Brittany, nor their 
knights and fquire^, were any way concerned in 
the quarrel between fir Oliver de Cliflbn and fir 
Peter de Craon j nor had they any bufincfs to make 
war on their ^account, but fiiould let them fight it 
out themfelves, without thus deftroying and ha^ 
raffing the poor of both countries. The duke of 
Berry was of the fame opinion j but they could 
not be heard, for the king had other coiinfellors to 
whom he liftened in preference. They knew not, 
therefore, how to prevent the war froih taking 

B3 '■'''■■ pfacc, 



|)lacc, and, when they Taw the king was obftinatdy 
hcfit upon it, they obeyed, but as flowly as tfaey 
*ouM. I Tieard, and believe it true, that, through 
the intervention of the duke of Burgundy, the 
count d'Oftrcvant was fummoncd by the king of 
France t6 attend him with three hundred lances t 
the count, who loved arms, made his preparations, 
and fumtnoned his vaffals, but, when he had com- 
pleated every thing at a great expenfe, he received 
counter-orders, not to ftir. 



CHAP. n. 

THE DUKE OF TOVRAINE IS CREATED DUKE 

OF ORLEANS. THE CONSTABLE OF FRANCE 

BEING RECOyERED, THE KING OF FRANCE 
ADVANCES TO MANS, WITH THE INTENTION 
OF CONTINUING HIS MARCH, TO MAKE WAR 
ON THE DUKE OF BRITTANY. 

TljTHEN all things were ready * for the king's 
departure from Paris, an exchange of lands 
was made between the king and the duke of 
Touraine, but this exchange was greatly in favour 
of the duke j for he furrendercd to his brother the 
iuchy of Tour^e and its dependancics, receiving, 
ih return^ the duchy of Orleans, which was of four 
pKS the valuCj on the jfame terms and conditions 
'' ' that 
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that Philip, duke of Orleans, had formerly held it. 
We.fliall henceforward call him duke of Orleans. 

The king was fo pleafed when fir Oliver 4^ 
Cliflbn had recovered from his woynds fu^- 
ciently to ride that he faid he would now fet 
out from Paris to Brittany, to (hew he made the 
quarrel his own. In confequence, he and the dyke 
of Orleans took leave of the qu^en, the ducbefe, 
and the others ladies and damfels who were at the 
hotel de Saint Pol, and went that njght to the 
boufe of his minifter, Montagu, where they fupped 
and lay. The duke of Bourbon, the count dc 
Namur and the lord de Coucy, went with them. 
I know not if they all l^y there, but the king did 
fo and dined there on the morrow. In the after- 
noon, he departed in handfome array, and fupped 
and lay at St. Germain-en-laye, where he remained 
fcveral days. At this period, ia<;cordipg to thi? 
report of his phyficians, the king's health was not 
good; but, he was fo impatient to carry on the 
war, he declared his health was better fJian theirs. 
This he faid to pufh forward the bufinefs -, for his 
two uncles of Berry and Burgundy were ftill be- 
hind, and (hewed clearly the expedition was conr 
trary to their opinion, wd that willingly they 
would avoid going with him. They h^, hpw- 
ever, iflued fummops to their vafials, for tfiey 
were bound in honour to accompaiiy the kiQg. , 

When the king had /ojourned at St. Germaii) 
for fifteen days,, and the different lords were ar- 
rived, or on the road, he wa^ advifed to depart. 
He . did fi>4 crofied ,the $ein^^ m^ marching for 

B 4 Chartres, 
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Chartrcs, arrived at Auncau, a good town and 
handfom^ caftle, that belonged to the lord de la 
Riviere in right of his wife. In company with 
him were the dukes of Orleans and Bourbon. The 
lord de la Riviere received the king and thefe lords 
very magnificently, as he was well able to do, * and 
they relnained his gtiefts for three day^. On the 
fourth day they departed, and went to Chartres, 
of which place the brother of Montagu was biftiop. 
The king, the duke of Orleans, and the duke of 
Bourbon were lodged in the epifcopal palace. On 
the fecond day, the duke of Berry, and the count 
de la Marche came there j but the duke of Bur- 
gxmdy was ftill behind. He had begun his jour- 
ney, and on the fourth day arrived, to the great 
joy of the king. Men at arms were pouring in 

' from all quarters; and the king faid he would 
never return to Paris until he had made this duke 

. of Brittany liften to reafon, who had fo often 
given him plague and vexation. There were too 
many about the king, who urged him on; fo 
that the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, who wiflied 
for more' moderate counfcls, were not attended to. 
This created a difguft in them and their advifers ^ 
and they faid among themfelves, that public afFaire 
could not long remain in their prefent hazardous 
and unfetded circumllances, and that the king 
wa3 cutting out for himfelf and kingdom work 

. enough, when he rejefted the advice of his uncles 
and liftened to others of litde weight. 
Aft^r ftaying about fcven days in Chajtres, he 

departed for Mans, He w4$ foltowed by men 

at 
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at arms from Attois, Beauvais, Vermandots and 
Picardy, and other diftant countries. They faid 
when together,—* How comes this duke of Brit- 
tany to give us fo much trouble. Hfe is full -of 
pride, and has never been truly afie6lionate to 
the crown of France, If it had not been for his 
coufin, the late earl of Flanders, who fupported> 
him, and the duchefs of Burgundy, who does fo 
at this moment, he would long ago have been 
dcftroved. He never could bear the lord dc Clif- 
fon from this moment he quitted the Englif^ p^rty^ 
and is gready to blame now in affifting flr Peter 
de Craon againfi: the king and the conftable/ 
Others replied, — * Let the king alone j for he has 
taken this bufinefs fo much to heart, he will make 
the duke repent of it before he return.* * That 
he will,* faid others, * if there be no treachery in 
his way. Do you fuppofe that all who now ac<^ 
company him are enemies to the duke of Brittany ? 
Certainly' not ; for, whatever they may dare fay, 
they (hew their intentions too openly by their ac- 
tk>ns. They are plotting night and day how they 
may prevent this expedition, and they harafs t(ie 
king fo much, it well be well if he keep hisx 
health/ 

Such were the converfations of the men at arms 
on their niarch, following the king to Maine. The 
king, on his arrival at Mans, was lodged in the 
caftle, and his lords in the town as well as the . 
ftate of its accommodations would allow. The 
army fpfrcad themfelvcs baroad in the plains, which 

were 
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were rich and good lodging for men at arms. The 
king and his court remained in the city of Mans 
upwards of three weeks, for the king w^rs in a very 
fcverilh ftate and unfit to ride. 

The phyficians told the duke of Orleans ^nd his 
uncles, that the king was oppreffed with too much 
bufineis, and was not in a fituation to go through 
it { that reft and quiet were abfolutcly neceffary, 
for that ever fince he had left Amiens after thfe 
conferences, his health had not ' been fo good as it 
was formerly. The king*s uncles remoi)ftrated on 
ail this with the council, for the king would not 
pay any attention to what the phyficians faid; and 
he was fo impatient to carry the war into Brittany, 
he tol4 his uncles, that he was always better when 
on horfeback, than when doing nothing, and 
added, * Whoever advifes me to the contrary will 
highly difpleafe me, and (hew he has not any 
love for me/ This was all the anfwer he would 
give. Every day there was a council holden, 
which lafted imtil noon, or beyond iti and the 
king would always be prefcnt, to check any de- 
lays being made to the expedition into Brittany. 
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tnt krKG OF FRANCE, DURING HIS StAY Af 
MAXS, again sends S0M£ NOBt£ MlRSOH* 
AGES TO THE DUKE OF ERITTANY^ WITH 
ORDEkS TO DISMISS SIR PITER DS CRAON.-r* 
THE KING IS INFORMED THAt SIR PETER 
IS ARRESTED AT BARCELONA BY COMMAND 
OF THE QJJESN OF ARRAOON. 

npHE king was adrifed, during his ftay at 
'^ Man$, to which lie aflented, out of afietftioa 
fat his uncles, to fend four knights to Brittany* 
They were to remonftrate ftrongly with the didce, 
on the part of the king and council, how greatly 
he had milbehaved by affording an afylum to an 
ehemy of the king and realm ; and that, if he 
were defirous to acknowledge his &ult, and maloe 
Amends for it, he muft fend fir Peter de Craon to 
Mans, when they would endeavour to make his 
peate with the king, and prevent this expedition 
from doing harm to him or to his countiy. 

According to what I heard, iir Reginald de 
Roye, the lord de Varenciers, the lord de Chi*- 
teau^morant and fir Taupin de Cantemelle, go« 
Vernor of Gifors, were ordered on this miflioai 
They kft 'die city of Mans with forty lances, and, 
having pafled through Angers, journeyed on t9 
Nantes, when, having entered the town, they 
found there the dukc« -He gave them a good weir 

come. 



comCy and entertained thrm with a fplendid din* 
ner ; but, before this, they had fulfilled dieir com- 
miflion, and had ably explained to him the objeft 
of their coming, and what the king and council 
Jiad ordered them to fay. The duke anfwercd 
prudently and nobly, ' that he wouU be moft 
happy to arreft and give up to the king dr Peter 
de Craon, but, as God might help him, he neither 
knew where he was, npr what he was about : he 
therefore entreated thcfe lords to make his peace, 
for he had alTured them of the truth,' adding, ^ he 
had heard, upwards of a year ago, fir Peter de 
Craon declare, that fir Oliver de ClifTon hated 
him fb mortally, he would attack him the firft 
favourable opportunity, with all the force he could 
mufler, let- the event be what it would. When 
he told me this, I afked if he had notitied this to 
fir Oliver: he faid he had, and had fent him his 
defiance, adding, that he would put him to death, 
by day or night, the very firfl time he met him* 
I know nothing further of the matter, and am 
iurprifed that my lord fhould think of making war 
on me for this caufe. Begging his pardon, I do 
not feel that I am any way fo blameable, either 
towards him or the kingdom of France, that war 
fhould be declared againft me ; for never will I 
infringe, if it pleafe God, the alliances that have 
been entered into between us, as well in re^rd to 
the marriage of our children, as refpeding other 
matters/ 

This was the anfwer the French knights received 
4af^ doke of Brittiuiy » and^ whca they had 

dined 



dined witK hiiti, tmd remained ohe day ihotc at 
Nantes, they took leave, arid fet out on their rCf- 
turri the way they had come. 

The king and council Vere impatient for their 
arrival, to hear the duke*s anlwef; What yoii 
have juft heard, the knights repeated to tht king, 
and to thofe. intcrefteci, from the duke of Brit- 
tany. "The dukes of Berry and Burguudy were 
^ell fatisfied with it, and would have perfaaded 
others to be fo like wife, faying the anfwer was 
proper and reafonable. But the king declared 
that, from the information he had received, he 
was of a contrary opinion, and fince he was, come 
fo far, he would never return to Paris until he 
had hiimbled^the duke of Brittany. 

The tlukes of Berry and Burgundy would wil-, 
lingly have altered this declaration, had they 
known how, but they were not attended to ; and 
the king had taken fuch a hatred to fir Peter de 
Craon, whom he faid the duke of Brittany fe- 
creted in his country, that no excufes were of 
avail. 

There was a report at Mans, and in many other 
places of France, that the lady Jolande de Bar, 
queen of Arragon, and coufin-german to the king 
of France, had thrown into the prifons of Barce- 
lona, a knight who was unknown to her or to her 
people; and, from his refufal to tell his name^ 
he was thought to be fir Peter de Craon. The 
queen of Arragon, wifliing to pleafe the king, 
wrote to him in the moft friendly terms, to fay,-— 
* that on the fifth day of July a knight, with a 

handfome 



handfome ^Utay, had come to B^celona, with in* 
tent to croft the fca; that he had hircdj at a very 
dear rate, a vcffcl to carry him, as he faid, to 
Naples. Having had all our ports well guarded, 
fo that no ftranger could leave them without per- 
ihiffion, and fhis knight refufing to fay who he 
was,, we have detained hip in prifon. We. fgp- 
pofej from the great anxiety he ihews for hi^ 
liberty, that he is the knight you are feeking for, 
and on whofe account you have written to us.. Have 
the goodnefs, therefore, to fend hither, as fpeedily 
as may be, fome persons who are acquainted with 
fir Peter de Craon ; for he whom we hold in prifon 
(hall not be fet at liberty until we have heard from 
you. We fliall learn with pleafure that the intelli- 
gence we have fent has been agreeable to you and 
to your council. May the Holy Spirit have you 
in his keeping ! Written at Perpignan the ninth 
day of July,' and figned * Jolande de Bar, qpeen 
of Arragon and Majorca, lady of Sardinia.' The 
fuperfcription was, ' To pur very redoubted lord 
the king of France.' 

This intelligence foftened the hearts of many, 
and the expedition was on, the point of being 
broken off; but the friends of the conftable 
thought this was an invented ftory, to prevent tlie 
king advancing further; and that fir Peter de 
Craon was in danger of no other prifon than what 
the duke of Brittany pleafed, for he was fafely in 
refuge within his duchy. The king paid no atten- 
tion to this letter, faying it was all deceit j but the 

, duke of Burgundy replied, — ' At Icaft, my lord, 

.•■'■• 
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to iatisfy my niece of Arrago>n> vho has written to 
you/ and to deliver this knight^ if he be guildcf^j 
condcfcend to fend fome one thither, that our coufin 
may not be difpleafed with you and with us, 
' Wc are very willing to do fo, good uncle, faid 
the king, for I wifli not to vex you. Let fome 
perfons be fent to Barcelona $ but I am firmly per- 
fuaded that the traitor, Peter de Craon, is not 
there, nor in any prifon but the duke of Brit- 
tany's palace; and I fwe.ar, by the faith 1 owe 
St. Denis, that one day he fhall fevcrely pay for 

it.' ...■'.'., 

Nothing could . alter the king's opinion that fir 
Pet^r de Craon was in Brittany. The duke bf 
Brittany received regular information of what was 
pafling,. and, as the king was fo much enraged 
againft him, was not well fatisfied of his fecufity ; 
for he faw that the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, 
had no weight in the council, and that the party of * 
his adverfaiy, CliiHbn, led the king juft as they 
pleafed. He had-hi^ caftles and towns moft ftriftly 
guarded ; but, unfortunately for him, there were 
no towns or caftles he dared truft his perfon to, 
excepting Vannes, Campel, Dol, Quimperl^, 
Ermine, Quimper-corentin and Succinio. He had 
written to the knights and barons of Brittany, 
from whom he looked for fupport and advice, but 
they all diffembled with him, feeing the king, 
their lord paramount, fo wroth againft him, and 
from his fo openly taking the part of fir Peter de 
Craon againft the king and the conftable, which 
was very indecent. He almoft repented what he 

had 
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hdd done ; but, his Ipirit was fo lofty, he diiclaiil* 
id to own it, and he faid to himfelfi— • If the 
king, as he ieems now inclined, enter Brittanjr 
With his army, I will not, at the beginning, make 
any bppofition, that I may fee who are my friends 
dnd eneftiies, nor will I hurry mjrfelf to retaliate ^ 
but, when he fliall think himirlf in full fecurity, I 
will ifall upon him, fince there is no other way of 
obtaining peace/ 

Thus did the duke counfel with himfelf, and at 
times with his mlnifters ; for he concluded that a 
war with France was now inevitable. It was not fo, 
however, for matters turned out otherwiie than he 
cxpeftcd, to his great advantage. The old pro- 
verb fays, ' He is not poor who is lucky.* Thp 
duke of Brittany was wonderous fortunate at this 
ieafon, from an aitoniihing and pitiable accident 
that bcfcl the king of France. Nothing lefs could 
.have withdrawn from him the dangers he was fur- 
rounded by, and permitted him the enjoyment of 
peace. 
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CHAP. ^^ 

THE KINC> HAVING LEFT MANS TO CARRY OM 
HIS WAR AGAINST BRITTANY, IS ORDERED 

TO RETURN, BY AN UNKNOWN PERSON. 

THIS SAME DAY, HIS MIND IS DERANGED, 
AND HE IS BROUGHT BACK TO MANS. 
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TX7HEN the king of France had refided abotJt 
^^ three weeks in the city of Mans, during 
which time councils were daily held, and when 
the knights were returned with the duke of Brit- 
tany's anfwer, as you have heard ; the king faid, 
that fince he knew what to depend on, he would 
not longer ftay at Mans, for it was difpleafing and 
hurtful to him, but advance towards riie frontiers 
of Brittany, nearer this duke, who was fupporting 
the traitor, fir Peter de Craon. 

The intention of the king was to deprive the 
duke of Brittany of his duchy, and nominate a go- 
vernor of it, until his children fhould be of age to 
have it reftored to them, but the prefent duke was 
to be driven thence 5 and, this determination was 
fo firmly reoccd in his mind, nothing could make 
feim change it. He fct out from Mans between 
Bine and ten o'clock in the morning; and the lords 
and others who had been quartered there, pre- 
pared to follow him, after they had beard mafs- -and 
drank a cup. He had, the evening before, fcnt 
fc* *be marlHals of his army to his chamber, and 
•: Vol. XL C ordered 
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ordered them to hav^ the men tt arms ready by • 
early morn to march to Angers ; * for,* he added^ 
* we have determined never to return from Brit- 
tany, until we fhall have deftroyed the tr^tors who 
give us fo much trouble.* • 

The marfhals gave their orders for the army to 
march on the morrow, and alTured the captains 
that it was now determined upon to purfuc the 
road to Brittany. The day the king left Mans 
was exceflivcly hot, as was to be expefted, for it ^ 
was the middle of Auguft, when the fun is in its 
greateft ^rce. 

You muft know, in order perhaps to account 
truly for what followed, that the king, during his 
ft-ay at Mans, laboured hard and aflfiduoufly in the 
council, where he had but little afliftance, and 
was befide not perfeftly recovered in health. He 
had been the whole fummer feeble in body and 
mind, fcarcely eating or drinking any thing, and 
almoft daily attacked with fever, to which he was 
naturally inclined, and this was increafed by any 
contradiftion or fatigue. He fuffered much from 
the infult offered his conftable, fo that his phy- 
ficians and uncles noticed that at tinies his Intel- 
lefts were deranged; but they could not do any 
.thing, for he would not liften to what they pro- 
pofed, nor would he confcnt, on any account, to 
defer the expedition to Brittany. 

I was told that a ftrange accident happened tQ 
him as iq was riding through the foreft of Mans, . 
for which he ought to have aflcmbled his council^ 
iaftead of purfuing \d& march farther. : A man. 
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bare headed with naked feet» clothed in a jerkin of 
white ruflet, that (hewed he was more mad than 
etfaetwife^ ruihed out from among the trees> and 
boldly feized the reins of the king's horfe. Having 
thus Hopped him^ he faid^ ' King, ride no fur- 
dicr^ but return, for thou art betrayed.' This 
. fpeech made fuch an impreffion on the king's 
mind, which was weak, that his underftanding 
waslhaken. 

As the man finiihed his fpeech, the men at arms 

advanced and beat him foundly on his hands, which 

made him drop the reins. They fufFcrcd him to 

run ofi^ without paying attention to what he had 

faid, thinking he was fome madman, for which 

they were by many afterwards greatly blamed and 

diigraced : they ought at leaft to have arrefted him^ 

to have examined if he were really mad, and to 

Icamwhyhehad uttered fuch words, and whence 

he had come. Nothing, however, was done, and 

he made off by their rear, and was never after 

fcen by any who had the leaft knowledge of him. 

Thofc who were near the king's pcrfon beard very 

plainly die words he had fpoken. 

The king and his army pailed on ; and ir might 
be about - twelve o'clock when they were clear of 
the foreft. They now entered an extenfive fandy 
plain; and the fun was fo refplendent, and in fuch 
force, that fcarccly any could endure the heat: 
the horfes^ confequently, fufFercd much^ There 
were none fo ufed to arms as not to complain of 
the opprei&ve heat ; and the lords took different 
routes, apart from each other. The king rode by 
1^ C 2 himf^If, 



« 

himfclf, t6 have lefs duft; aAd the. dukes ^{ 
Berry and Burgundy, convcrfing together, kept 
on his left hand, at about two acres diftance frdm 
him. 

The other lords, fuch as the count de la March*, 
fir James de Boutbon, fir Charles d'Albret, fir 
Philip d'Artois, fir Henry and fir Philijp de Baf, 
fir Peter de Navarre, rode in different padm. 
The duke of Bourbon, the lord de Coucy, fir 
Charles d'Ahgers^, the baron d'lvry, were foUow- 
iiftg at a gentle pacie, talking together, and feme 
diftance from the king, hot fufpefting the mis- 
fortune which was on the point of befalling him. 
It was manifefl:ly the work of God, whofe puniiDh- 
ments are fevere, to make his creatures tremble. 
Have we not fecn many firtiilar examples, both in 
the Old and the New Tcftament, efpecially in d#c 
infl:ancc of Nebuchadnezzar, king of the Afliyri- 
tos? He reigned over them with fuch powet, 
that nothing was Ipoken of but his magnificencte 
and glory; when fuddcnly, in the iftkfft of his 
portip, the Lord of kings, God, the Mafter of 
heaven and earth, and Creator of all things, ftruck 
him in luch wife that he loft his fenfes and his 
■kingdom. He contiuned for feven years in this 
deplorable ftate, living on acorns and wild fruits, 
having the tafte of a wild boar or hog. After 
this period of penitence, God reftored to him hb 
fenfes and memory ; upon which he declared to 
Daniel, tihe-fcrvant of the Lord, that there was 
none other g6d but the God of IfraeL 
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To fpeak truly^ God the Father^ the Son, and 
the Holy Ghof^, three in name, but one in futn 
dpce, was, is and ever will be, of ^ fuificient 
power to declare his wodks as froni the beginning^) 
un^ one ought not, therefore, . to be furprifed at 
whatever wonderful things happen. The reafon 
why I thus ipeak is, that a great influence front 
Heaven this day fell on the king of France, and^p 
as fpme f^y, from his own fault. The phyficians 
of his ..body, who ought to have known well his 
cooftitution, declared^ that confidering the weak 
date of his. health, he ihould not have thus ex- 
pofed himfelf to the heat of the day, but have 
rode in the cool of the mornings or evenings. 
Thofe who had advifed otherwife were difgraced $ 
but he had been long led by his minifters to a6t juft 
as they pleafed. 

The king rode over this fandy plam, - that rer 
iefted the heat, which was much greater than had 
been ever before known or felt in that feafon ; he 
was befid^ dreffed in a jacket of black velvet that 
added to the warmth, and had only a iingle hood 
i>{ crimfon^ ornamented with a chaplet of large 
beautiful pearls the queen had pr^fentcd to him on 
his leaving her. He was followed by one of his 
pagesj who had a montauban cap of polifhed fteel 
on hb he^ that glittered in the fun, and behind 
him another page rode on horfeback, carrying a 
vermilion-coloured lance, enveloped with filk for 
the king, the head of which lance was broad, 
ih^rp and bright. . The lord de la Riviere had 
brought a dozen fiich when he laft came from 

. C 3 . Touloufc, 
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Toulouic^ and this was one ; for be had prefenteel 
the whole to the king, who had given three to the 
duke of Orleans, and the fame number to the 
duke of Burgundy. 

As they were thus riding, the pages, who were 
but children, grew negligent of themfelves and 
their horfes ; and the one who bore the lance felt 
afleep, and, forgetful of what he had in his hand, 
let it fell on the cafque of the page before him^ 
which made both the lance and caique ring loudly. 
The king, being fo near, (the pages rode almoft 
on the heels of his horfe,) was ftartled and 
fhuddered; for he had in his mind the words 
the wife man or fool had fpoken when he feized 
his hdrfc's reins, in the foreft of Mans, and fancied 
a hoft of enemies were come to flay him* 

In this diftraftion of mind, he drew his fwordji 
and advanced on the pages, for his fcnfes were 
quite gone, and imagined himfclf furrounded hj 
enemies, giving blows of his fword, indifierent 
on whom they fell, and bawled out, * Advance T 
advance on thefe traitors/ The pages, feeing the 
king thus wroth, took care of themfelves, for 
they imagined they had angered him by their neg- 
ligence, and fpurred their horfes different ways. 
The duke of Orleans was not fer diftant from the 
king, who made up to him with his drawn fword, 
for at that moment his frenzy had deprived him of 
the means of knowing either his brother or uncles. 
The duke of Orleans,^ feeing |rim approach 
with his naked fword, grew alarmed, and, Ipur- 
ring his horfe, made off and the king after him. 
The duke of Burgundy^ hearing the crjes of the 

pages. 
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pages, caft his eyes to that quarter, and ftcing 
the king purfuing his brother with his drawn J 
iword, was thunderdnick, and not without reafon ; I 
he cried out for help, faying, — ' My lord has loft I 
his fenfes : for God's fake lay hands on him:' and I 
then added, ' Fly, fair nephew of Orleans : fly, or I 
my lord will murder you.' The duke of Orleans'"! 
was much frightened, and galloped as faft as his ,| 
horlc could go, followed by knights and fquiresw' 9 
There were now great fhoutings, infomuch thaC'a 
thofe at a diftance thought they were hunting a ■ 
wolf or hare until they learnt it was the king, ■ 
who was not himfelf. ' . I 

The duke of Orleans, however, efcaped by . J 
making feveral turns, and was aided by knights. | 
fquires and men at arms, who furrounded the M 
king, and allowed him to wafte his ftrength on M 
them ; for, of coiirfe, the more he exerted himfelf, ■ fl 
the weaker he grew. When he made a blow I 
at any one knight or fquire, they fell before the M 
ftrokc, and I never heard that in this fit of madnefs- 1 
any one wss killed. Several were ftruck down b)r ■ 
his blows, bccaufe no one made any defence. At I 
laft, when he was quite jaded and running downj I 
with fweat, and his horle in a lather from fetigue, ^m 
a Norman knight, who was one of his chamber-iS 
kins, and much beloved by him, called fir Wil- -1 
liam Mattel, came behind, and caught him in his ■ 
arms, though he had his fword ftill in his hand. ;<■ 
When he was thus held, all the other lords came .j 
up, and took the fword from him : he was dif- 
mounrcd, and gently laid on the ground, that his 
C 4 jacket 
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jacket might be ftripped from him^ to give him 
more air and cool him. 

His three uncles and brother approached ; but 
he had loft all knowledge of them> Ihewing ndi 
fymptoms of acquaintance or aife^ion^ : but rolled 
his eyes round in his head without fpeaking to any 
one. The princes of the blood were in amaze- 
ment, and knew not what to fay nor how to a6t* 
The dukes of Berry and Burgundy at length faid^ 
* We muft return to Mans, for the expedition is at 
an end for this feafon/ They did not then fay all 
they thought ; but thiey made their intendons very 
apparent to thofc who were not in their good graces, 
on their return to Paris, as I fhali relate in the 
courfe of this hiftory. 

It muft be owned, that when all things are 
confidered, it was a great pity for a king of France, 
who is the moft noble and powerful prince in the 
world, to be thus fuddenly deprived of his fenfes. 
There could not be any remedy applied, nor any 
amendment expeftcd, fmce God willed it ihould 
be fo. . 

Having undrefled and cooled him as gently as 
they could, they laid him on a litter, and carried 
him flowly to Mans. The mkrflials inftantly fent 
orders for .the van to return, and the whole armiy 
was informed there was an end to the cxpedidon* 
To fome, the reafons were told why it was thus 
put an end to, to others not. The evening the 
king was brought back to Mans, his phyficians were 
much occupied with him, and the princes of his 
blood in the utmoft trouble^ The event was ijpoken 

of 
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6f very differently : fpme faid that the kii^, to 
ruin the kingdom of France^ had been poifoned, 
or bewitched, the morning before he left Mans. 
Thefe words were fo often repeated, that they came 
tt> the ears of the duke of Orleans and others of the 
blood-royal. In converfation together, they faid, 
— * Po you hear, (for you mull, unlcfs you fhutyour 
ears) what murmurings there arc againft tlje king's 
minifters ? It is reported, and commonly believed, 
that he has been poifoncd or bewitched : now, how 
can we know whether this has been done or not ?* 
Some made anfwcr, ' From his phyficians, for they 
muft know his habit and conftitution.* The phy- 
ficians were fcnt for, and moft ftridly examined 
by riie duke of Burgundy. To this examination 
they replied, ^ that the king had, for a long time, 
been fuflfering under this diforder ; and, knowing 
that •* this weakncfs of intcUefl opprcffed him 
grieyoufly, it would make its appearance/ 

The duke* of Burgundy told the phyficians, 
' that in the whole of the matter they had honeftty 
acquitted thcmefelves, but that the king^ from his 
great anxiety to undertake this war, would not 
liftcn to any advice on the fubjeft of his health. 
Curfcd be this expedition, and unhappy is it that 
ever itwaspropofed, for it has been his dcftruftion; 
and it would have been better that Cliflbn and his 
whole race had been murdered, than that the king 
had been abided withflich a diforder. News of it 
will be carried every where, and, as he is now 
but a jroung man, we who are his uncles, and of his 
blood, who Ibould have advifed Him, fhall be much 

blamed. 
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blamcdj though we have been no way ip faults 

Now tell us/ faid the duke, addreffing himfelf to 

the phylicians, *" Were you prefent yefterday mom* 

ing at his dinner before he mounted his horle ?* 

^ Yes, in God's name were we,' faid they. * And 

what did he eat and drink ?' *So very litde, that it is 

fcarcely worth mentioning ; for he fat mufing die 

whole time.* * And who was the pcrfon that laft 

ferved him with liquor ?' aflced the duke. * That we 

know not, faid the phyficians ; ^ for as fo6n as the 

table was removed, we went away to make our- 

ielves ready for riding, but you will learn it from his 

buders or chamberlains.' Robert Tulles, a fqinre 

from Normandy, and head buder, was called. 

On his coming, he was queftioned who had ferved 

the king with wine. He replied, * My lords, 

fir Robert de Lignac* The knight was theji fent 

for, and afked where he had taken the wine to fervc 

the king the morning before he mounted his horie. 

*My lords,* faid he, ^here is Robert Tulles who 

gave it me, and tafted it, as well as myfelf, in 

the king's prefence.' * That is true,* added Ro^ 

bert Tulles ; * and in this refpeft there (hall not 

be the fmalleft ground for fufpicions ; for there is 

nofw fgme of the very fame in bottles to what the 

king drank, which we will open and drink before 

you/ 

The duke of Berry then faid,— i* We are dc-* 
bating here about nothing : the king is - only 
poifoned or bewitched by bad advifers, but it is 
not time at prefent to talk of thefe matters. 
Let us bear the misfortune as well as we. can for 
the moment.* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

X 

KING CHARLES VI. OF FRANCE, CONTINUINO 
DERANGED IN MIND> IS REMOVED FROM MANf 

TO CREIL, ON THE OISE. THE REGENCY OF 

THE KINGDOM IS GIVEN TO THE DUKES OF 
BERRY AND BURGUNDY BY THE THREE 
ESTATES. 

« 

f\^ the conclufion of the duke of Berry's 
^^ fpecch, the lords retired to their lodgings fef 
the night ; and the king's uncles ' ordered four 
knights of honour to lit up with the king, to 
attend him quietly, and adminifter to his wants.. 
They were fir Reginald de Roye, fir Reignald dc 
Trie, the lord de Garencicrcs and fir William 
Martel. The lord de la Riviere, fir John Ic 
Mercier, Montagu, the begue de Villaines, fir 
William des Bordes and fir Helion de Lignac, 
were ordered not to interfere in any manner of 
bufinefs until the king fhould be perfeftly re- 
covered. On receiving this order, they departed^ 
and others took charge of the government. 

On the morrow morning the king's uncles vifited 
him: they found him very weak, and aflced how 
he had flept ? His chamberlains replied, * Very 
little: he cannot reft/ * This is fad news,' faid 
the duke of Burgundy. All three then approached 
him; and by this time the duke of Orleans 
arrived, and aflced him how he was ? He made 
DO anfwer, but ftared at them without recoUeAing 

who 
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ivho they were. Thcfe lords were much (hocked, 
and, converfing together, faid, — * We need not 
Jlay longer, for he is extrcihely ill, and we do 
him more harm than good by our prefencc. 
We have ordered his chamberlains and phyficians 
to take every care of him, which of courfe 
they will do. Let us confider how the kingdom 
IS to be governed, for a government mull Ipcedily 
be provided, or all things will go' ill.' * Good 
brother,' faid the duke of Burgundy to the duke- 
of Berry, * it will be ncccflary for us to go to 
Paris, and order the kin^ to be brought hence 
gently; for we can have hiip better attended 
when nearer to us than here. We will affemble 
the whole council at Paris, and difcuf^ how the 
kingdom ihall be governed, and whether our fair 
nephew of Orleans be regent or we.' * It is 
well fpoken,' replied the duke of Berry : * let us 
confider of the bed place for the king to be re- 
moved to for the recovery of his health.' After 
fome confultation, it was determined he mould be 
carried, with every precaution, to the caftle of 
Creil, which has a good air, and is in a rich 
country on the river Oife, 

When this was fettled, the men zt arms were 
difbanded, and orders given by the marfhals for 
them to retire peaceably to their homes, without 
^committing any ravages on the country j and that, 
if fuch exceffes were indulged in, the leaders would 
be called upon to make reparation^ 

The king's uncles and the chancellor of France 
fent off varlets)to the different cities and principal 

towns 
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towns in Picardy> to order the inhabitants to be 
very attentive in the guard of them, for the reafbti 
that the king was indifpofed. Thefe orders were 
obeyed. The French nation was difmayed and 
concerned when it was publicly known duit the 
kifig laboured under a frenzy. They ipoke mudi 
againft thofe who had advifed him to this expedi- 
tion to Brittany, and faid he had been betrayed by 
thofe who had urged him on agiainft the duke 
and fir Peter de Craon. People's tongues could 
not be ftoppcd, for it was fo ferious a inisfertuno, 
it Was neceflary veftt fhould be fomehow given to 
the vexation it cauied. 

The king was carried to Creil, and put under 
die care of the before named knights and his pHy- 
ficians. The men at arms were difbanded, and 
iDarched home. It was ftriftly forbidden the 
•^jucen'S hdulhold and all others, under pain of 
beilig feverely pttftiftied, to mention this misforr 
t«hc to the queen, who was far gone with child. 
It was concealed from her for forhe time, durii^ 
which the king was under the care of the knights 
at Creil, and his phyficians, who were giving him 
various medicines, which, however, did him little 
good. At this time, there was a moft learned 
phyfician in France, who had not his equal any 
where, a friend of the lord de Coucy, arid born 
on his lands. His name was mafter William de 
Harfeley : he had fixed his refidence in the city of 
Laon, which he preferred to any other. On firft 
hearing of the king's illnefs and the caufe of ir, 
' know- 
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knowing, as he thought^ the king's conilitution» 
he faid,— * This diforder of the king proceeds 
from the alarm in the foreft^ and by inheriting too 
much of his mother's weak nerves.' 'Thefe words 
were carried to the lord de Coucyi at that time in 
Paris with the duke of Orleans and the king's un- 
cles. The whole of the council^ and the principal 
Jbarons and prelates of the realm, were there afleib- 
bled to confult on the government of the kingdom 
during the king's illnefs, and until he ihould . be 
perfeftly reftoredj and whether the duke of Or- 
Jeans^ or his uncles, or all three (houtd have the 
regency. They were upwards of fifteen days be- 
fore they could agree : at laft, it was thonght ad- 
vifable, from the youth of the duke of Orleans, 
which made him unfit to bear fo great a weight, 
that the two uncles of the king fhould govern die 
kingdom ; but that the duke of Burgundy ihoi4d 
be the principals and that the duchefs of Bur- 
gundy ihould remain with the queen and be re-* 
jpefted as fecoxid to her in rank. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

THE LORD DE COUCY INTRODUCES THE GREAT 
tnYSlClAN, MASTER WILLIAM DE RARSELEY^ 
TO CCRE THE KING OF FRANCE.— VARIOUS 
CAUSES ASSIGNED FOR THIS DISORDER. 

npHE Jord dc Coucy was not unmindful of 
* what he had heard of matter William dc 
Harfeley. He (poke of him to the king's un-> 
cles, and mentioned his learning and fucceis, and 
that it would be proper he fhould try his fkill to 
recover the king. The dukes of Berry and Bur- 
gundy liftened to it, and fent for him. On his ar- 
rival at Paris, he firft waited on the lord de Coucy, 
with whom he was very intimate, and he intro- 
duced him to the king's uncles, faying, ' Here is 
matter William tie Harfeley of whom I fpoke to 
you.* The two dukes received him kindly, and 
made him welcome. They then ordered him to 
vifit the king atCreil, and remain with him until 
he fhould have reftored hmi to health. Matter 
William, in confcquence of thefe orders from the 
dukes, kt out from Paris in good array, as was be^ 
coming him, and arrived at Creil, where he efta- 
bliihed himfelf near the king's perfon, and took 
the lead over the <tfher phyficians, undertaking to 
make a cure i for he faw it was to be done, iince 
the diiorder was . caufed by weaknefs of nerves, 
irom the fudden alarm of the, appearance of the 
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madmafij and then by the noifc from the blow on 
the page's helmet ^ and he was very anxious to rc- 
ftorc the king to health. 

News of the king of France's iUnefs wa^ carried 
hr and near^ and, however others may have been 
grieved at it, you may fuppofe diat the duke of 
Brittany and fir Peter de Craon were not much af- 
itcled: they foon dried their tears, for he was 
purfuing them with bitter hatred. 

Pope Boniface and his cardinab at Rome were 
fejoktd on hearing it. They afiembkd in fiill 
contiftory, and faid the vorft of their enemies, 
me^iung the kir^ of France, w feverely cliaf- 
lited, when God had thus dep i l v ed him of his 
Itnft^s i and that thb punilbment had been inflided 
by Hraven, tl>r h^ing lb ftiemioiiay fijpported 
the aiui-pc^ of Avi^^oon ; that tlus chaftilemcat 
AhmaU nuke him attend more ts> his own kangdoai^ 
«nd that their c^>ie woiiU »>v be better. 

The pope and car\&Mb ac Arigvn^ cnoLfidenig 
ihc gftt^ Support the kt^g lad givea dbetn, liad 
c^mie R>c ^bur^ x biKt iher ihcwcd aoae fer die 
nvHtf v>£' the kie^ Md i^ulzau Tfciqr iuii 
thcittklvvr^ thac t^c kic^ was yctio^ »d w2hil, 
4i9(d hiiic> by hk 4>iiia ttutt^ octxi^^ ca in dhb 
v]iK>fdirr ; tsuc (iio^ 40«>ce hb 9<ftc>a a«id ^Snscd 
hia» 9> 4k^ t>>^ musk^ a:^ a< tnciwa . acad due lie 
Wi c\crc<4 hin^icit ui vii&rT»t csce&s> and Iqf 
ikan^ p^^ ai^^ ;»iHl vr4$i\ aai lad tafiourcd «i« 
ifMiQMbty^ ift mifivi aiH> bvvv^ vnt niagigrs dbc 
jftiK^tilii hiiy^ b<<Q^ iioii^ ^l' 01$^ mimilcr^ aaii s^ &r 
Iwrintf > awl vWs^ ik ^ iai q^mc pwptelv^ «d[ 
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Ibberly educated by the advice of his lihdcs, thiS^ 

unfortunate illnefs would never have happened. 

They added, that, when he was on his journey* 

to LangUedoc, he had promifed, on the word of a 

king, aAd fwore likewife on his feith, that he 

would raife a fufficient force to deftroy the anti-^ 

pdpe and his cardinals at Rome, and put ah end to^ 

the fchifm and troubles of the chnrch ; but he had* 
done nothing, and thus forfeited his oath and pro-r 

Aife, by which he has angered God, who, to cor- 

reft him, punifhes him with this rod of frenzy*; 

It therefore behoves us, when he (hall hstve rc-T* 
covered his healthy which 'may foon .happen, to ^ 

fend properly inftrudled legates to. remonftratc? 

with him on this breach of promife, in ordei? thyati : 

through our negleft, he may not be fprgetfiilt 

of it. 

Such vtas the language at Avignon between the , 
pope and cardinals, who agreed that this difoiider . 
had been incurred by his own negligence and faulty 
but they greatly blamed thofe of his council and 
houfehoid for not having better attended to him. - 
Many others, in France, did the fame. 
♦ In a church at Hafpres, in Hainault, dependant 
on the abbey of Saint Vaft at Arras, lies the caqo-^ 
nized body of Saint Aquaire, in a rich fhricie of 
filver. This faint is celebrated for the cures he has 
performed on thofe afflifted with madnefs, and On 
that account is much vifited ffom all parts. To 
pay due refpe«5t to the faint, there, was made a - 
figure of wax refembling the king, which was fent 
diither with a large wax taper, and offered, with 

Vot.XI. D much 
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dev^QD, to the flirine of the faint^ that he 
flnigh^ pray to Gpc} tjq alleviate this cruel ajQliftioni 
of (he king. A fimilar offering was ipadc: to Saint 
I|emiiier in Rqi<ai$ who has the reputation of 
QiMring tnadnefs, ^d wherever there w^re faints 
th^ were fuppQf<^ to have efficacy^ hy dieir 
pi«yer$ {p Goc}^ in fuch diforders, thither were 
lent c^erings froa;i the king^ with much cere^^ 
mony and devotion. 

When this event was known in England^ t{ie 
kiQg and lords were greatly concerned thereat. 
The duke of Lancafter efpecially teftiBed his ibr- 
row^ and ikid to the knights near his perfon^*-** 
' On my fidth^ it is a great pity, for he Ihewed 
himielf a man of courage» with ftrong inclina- 
tions t6 do good. When I took leave of htm at 
Amiens> he faid, — ^ Fair coufin of Lancafter, I 
eameftly entreat you will exert yourfelf to the ut- 
mc^ of your power that there may be a iblid 
petKre between the king of England, your nephew^ 
and myiel^ and between our kingdoms : we may 
then march a powerfiil army againft this Amurat, 
who has conquered the kingdom of Armenia firom 
its lawful monarch, and who intends to deftroy aQ 
Cfuiftendom, that we may exalt our faiths as we 
are bounden fo to do.' ^ Now,' added fhit duke» 
*- there is an end to this, for he will never again 
have that confidence he before enjoyed put in 
Jiim.' ^ That is true enough,* faid thofe who 
heard him, ^ and the kingdom of France ieems 
Hkely to fidl into much trouble%* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.Vli. 

• * 

tH£ liuRBS OF BERRT? AkD SURCUNDV KttW 
THOSE WHO HAD BEEN. THE tONFIDENflAl^ 
SERVANTS OFTHB RINO.^"— T«£ DUKE OF BtitR- 
OUNDY TREATS RUDELY THE C(MStkn£ 
DE CIrlSSON. 

OUCH were the converiktions ot fords in dii^ 
^ fercnt countries oh hearmg of the king of 
France's illneis> who remained confined in xko 
caftie pf CreiU under the care of the four knights^ 
and maftcr William de Harfeley> who had the folft 
manageiQent of him : none were allowed to Ipeak 
with the king> nor even entered the caftle> but fuch 
as had his permiMon^ or were a&ing under hi$ 
orders. 

At timeS) the dukes ot Orleans and Botirbon 
came to viflt the kbg^ and fee how he was going 
on, but the dukes of Berry and Burgundy neyet 
left Paris* They had not as yet made any changes 
in the goyejrftpwnty but they fhordy intended doing 
fo in regard to ma^y who were not in their good 
graces^ frpm their behaviour when in power, which 
was J as they though t^ contradidtory and prefump'* 
tuous. 

The;dukeof Berry faid, that Cliffon, la Riviere, 
le Mercier and le bcgue de Villaines, had, during 
their attendance on the king in Languedoc, caufed 
his treafurer and faithful fervant Bethifac to be diiV 

Da grace- 



gracefully pxmifticd with death^ through envy and 
wickedncfs; and that, in fpitc of any thing he 
could fay or do, he could never get him out of 
their hands. Let them now beware of me, for the 
time Ihall come when T will repay them with the 
fame coin, and itruck from the fame mint. 

The duke of Burgundy and thofe ' attached to 
him loved no better the above-nimed perfons, who 
had governed the king ; for, whenever they wanted 
any thing at court, they were repulfed fharply 
enough, and very little done for them, of which 
they murmured and talked loudly behind their 
backs. 

The duchefs of Burgundy, who was "a very un- 
forgiving and haughty lady, refide'd at Paris li^rith 
the queen, and had the fupreme government of 

her and her houfchold, fo that no one wis permitted 
to fpeak with the queen but through her per- 

miflion. This lady hated with her whole heart 

fir Oliver de Cliflbn, on account of the duke of 

Brittany; who was nearly related to her. She fir- 

quendy retnonftrated with the duke of Burgundy, - 

faying, that thofe who had fupported fir Oliver dc 

Cliflbni againft fo potent a prince as hiis <r6ufin the 

dukq of Brittany were very blame-worthy. The 

duke of Burgundy was cool and prudent, and faw 

far into the (late of afiairs and their copfequences : 

he wiftied not to encourage any troubles in France, 

but to keep € very otie in good himiour as long as 

it fiiould be poflible, and on this account had never 

^ppofedany meafures of his late brother, Charles V. 

flt of his nephew, the prefcnt king. He therefore 

^3 replied 



J 



37 
replied thus gently to his wife : ' Lady, it is good a 
all times to diffcmble. The duke of Brittany, it 
is true, is a great prince, and an overmatch for the 
lord dc ClifTon. If I join the duke, and make my-' 
fclf openly one of liis parties, the kingdom would 
be diflatisfied, and not without reafon ; for the 
lord de Cliffon would declare and prove, that the 
whole hatred our coufin the duke bears him 
for having fupportcd the interefts of France, in J 
which we have fo large a ftiare, and it is fo believed 1 
throughout the realm. Hitherto I have had no I 
caufc whatever to incline me to the duke againS. 1 
the lord de ClilTon. It therefore behoves me to J 
diflemble my r-cal fentiments, if I wilh to prcfervc ' 
the favour of the king and country to whom I am 1 
bounden by every tie, which is not my cafe with 
regard to the duke of Brittany. It has happened ] 
that my lord the king is indifpofed, and in an alarm- 
ing ftate, as you know : this is very much againft 
the lord de ClilTon, and will be hurtful to all wha, 
advifed him to undertake this expedition, and on 
which he was fo obftinately bent, in (pite of every, 
thing my brother and myfelf could urge againft if. 
The rod is already prepared with which they Ihall' ' 
be puniflicd, as you (hall (hortly witnefs or hear 1 
of; but have the goodnefs, at this moment, to ^ 
have a Utile patience. Lady, lady, there is no fea-» ,1 
fon but what makes fome return, nor any fortune ] 
ftable, nor afflifted heart but is at times rejoiced, 
nor angered minds but have their revenge. CliiToHfc 
la Riviere, Montagu,' le Mercier, de Villaincs, and 
D 3 others 
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ethers vAiO have afted improperly wilt fliortlj be 
made to iuflferfor it/ 

With fuch converfations did dn^ duke and du-^ 
chefs of Burgundy amufe themfelvess and not 
inany days after this laft, the dukes of Berry amj 
Burgundy had a private conference. They faidj 
f it was now dme to puniih thofe who had diOio- 
Jioured their nephew^^ the king, and who had led 
him to aft according to ' their pleafure. We wiU 
i)egin, firft, with tl^ conftable, for he is of the 
higheft rank and greateft wealth : when he made 
his will a fliort time ago, on being wounded, he 
proved he had feventeen hundred thoi^and francs 
in money and moveables. How the devil could 
)ie have amafled fuch a fum ? for the marriage of 
liils daughter, with our coufin, John of Brittany, 
whom he raqfomed from England, muft have coft 
Iiitn^ in the v^ole, two hundred thoufand francs ! 
I^ut 1k>w (hall we manage to begin on him, with 
.any reaibnable pretext? for he is ftrongly fup- 
ported by our ne|^ew3 the duke of Orleans, and 
by ipany of the great barons of France. How- 
ever, if we can but once lay hands on himj wc 
will attack him by lawj and die parliament at pre* 
jbnt is of Qur party/ 

* That is true,* replied the duke of Burgundy i 
l^and the firft dipe he comes to me, which he 
Auft do to-morrow on bufinefi, I will convince 
him by the reception I give him, that he is not in 
my favour, and do you, brother of Berry, do die 
^mf wheft he comes to you,' < That I wiO,' an- 
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fwcred the duke of Berry, and with thcfe word! 
the conference ended. 

The lord de Cliffon, who thought not but that 
he was moderately well in favour with the dukes 
of Berry and Burgundy, waited on the laft, for bu- 
fmcfs of his office. He had been much teized by 
many knights and fquires, who were of the late 
expedition, and wanted money, for they had never 
received any thing : the chancellor of France and 
the treafiirer had fent them to the conftable to be 
paid. He came therefore one afternoon to the 
hotel d'Artois, to remonftrate with the duke of 
Burgundy on this bufinefs, and nothing elfe, for 
he had already been difmifled from any fhare in the 
government. 

When he arrived at the hotel d'Artois he en- 
tered the court with his attendants, who were not 
numerous, and difmounted. The conftable af- 
cendcd the ftairs attended by only one fqiiir^, the 
others waiting for him in die court, He found two 
of the duke's knights in the hall, and demanded 
from them if the dqk? was difengaged, and if he 
could fpeakwith him. *Sir, we know not," re- 
plied they J * but will foon inform you, if you 
will wait here." They entered the duke's apart- 
ment, and found hiin unoccupied, chatting with a 
herald, returned from a grand feaft in Germany, 
The knights interrupted the converfatitHi, by fay-^ 
ing, * My lord, fir Oliver de Cliflbn is in the 
hall, and wifties to fpeak with you, if it be your 
pleafure.' • In God's name,' replied the duke, 
* le; him come forward ; we hart at prefcnt Itfi- 
D 4 fure 
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iure to fpeak with him, and hear what he has to 
fay/ One of the knights left the apartment, and 
cdied the conftable, faying, * Sir, come on : ^ my 
lord fends for you/ The conftabk no fooner en-' 
tered the room, than the duke changed colour, 
and repented having fent for him, although he was 
anxious to tell him his mind. 
The conftable took off his hood, and, bowing 

• to the duke, faid, — * I am come, my lord, to 
know how to a£t refpcfting the payment of the 
knights and fquires who were of the late expedi- 
tion, for my office is perpetually befieged by them ; 
and, as you and my lord of Berry at prefent go- 
vern the kingdom, have the goodnefs to in- 
form me.' 

: The duke of Burgundy angrily replied, — 

'*Cliflbn, Cliflbn, you need not trouble yourfelf 

-about the ftate of France; .for, without your 

office, it will be perfeftly well governed. In an 

• jcvil.hour hiave you interfered in it. How the 
' devU can you have amafied fuch a fum as {even- 

tceh hundred choufand francs, which you declared 

yourfelf to be poffcffed of by your will ? Neither 

i-my lord the kmg, my brother of Berry, nor my- 

&]£,. with all our power, have ever been able to 

rCoHcdt fiich a fum, Quit my prefence, and leave 

. myitoufe, and let me never fee -you again ; for, if 

itiwcre/ not from regard -to my own honour, I 

woiHld have your other eye • put out. ' At thefc 

.i^rorcisi thfeidvike of -Burguiujy went away, leaving 

.^he.lord deijCliflbn aftoniflied. He quitted the 

spartment^ with his hc^; funk downj and quite 

u •'. 'i melani 
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mclanchotyi without being attended by any one. 
Having croflcd the hall, he defcendcd into the 
court, mounted his horfe, and departed with his^ 
people, taking a private way to his own hotel^ 
without faying a word. . 



CHAP. VIII. 



SIR OLIVER DE CLISSON, AFTER THE HARSH AN- 
SWER OF THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY, RETIRES 

TO MONTLHERY* BElKO PURSUED THITHERj 

HE HAS TIME TO MAKE HIS RETREAT TO 
CHASTEAU JOSSELIN. 

TI7HEN the. lord de Cliflbn had entered hisi 
hotel, he formed various plans in his own 
mind as to his future conduft : he forefaw that 
very fljordy public affairs would be badly ma- 
aaged, and had no one to open his mind to on the 
fubjeft, for the duke of Orleans was at Creil : in- 
deed, had he been at Paris, he had no power to 
fave or -defend him. Sufpeding, after what had 
pafied, that^he duke of Burgundy would arreft 
him, and force his. hotel, he determined not to 
wait the event, but ordered his moft confidential 
fervants to pack up all he fhould want, and, ia 
the evening, fet off from Paris, attended by only 
two perfons. 

: JHe paffed the gate of Saint Anthony, and rode 
to Cbareoton, where, croffing the ^eine by the 
bridge^ he continued his joyrney to his caftle of 

.-^ ' Mont- 



Mdh^trf, fevcn kague^ frMn thAM^ hHmm bt 
Remained until he heard other i^Ws« 

The fame day the duke of Burgundy hod re* 
buffed the con(lable> he met the duke of Berry tt 
the Louvre, on the aflFair^ of the nation. He tol4 
his brother of gcrry how he had fpoken to fir 
Oliver de Cliffoni who anfwcred, * You have well 
done^ Wp muft, by fbni? mean$ or other, lay 
hold of him j for in truth, Cliflbn, le Mcrcier, 
la Riviere ^nd Montagu have plundered the king-^. 
dom ; but the time is now come when they n^uit 
make ample reftitutiop, zfid their heads Qught to 
pay the forfeit alfo, 

I know no( the particular reafbns, but it is ^ 
faft, that the day the cor^ftable ^cft Paris, Mon- 
tagy d^d the fam^, and alfo by the gate of Sajmi; 
Anthony. He took the roa4 for Troyes in Cham- 
pagne, but faid he ipfould nof flop any Where 
Until he was arrived ^t Avignon, whither he had 
illready fcnt the greater p^rt of his wealth* Ht 
had left a fufHciency with his wife to {naintain her 
ftate handfomely ; for he forefaw, flnce fhe kiQ^ 
was deprived of his fenfes^^ public affairs vif&iA0i 
]g6 ill under the government of tht dukes €lf 
Berry and Burgundy, who never fpoke to lum. 

Sir John le Mcrcler would have b^en glad tft 
ikave done the fame, had h6 been able i but he 
kad been put under an arreft, and nothing could 
come in or go out of his houfe without the know«- 
ledge of his guards. What he had beibre Jaid by 
in a place of fecurity was of the gre«eftfenrice ta 

« It A pttpcr cq[>porCttmty, for sB that Wa| known 

'to. 
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to be his was churned and Ibized by the two rt* 
gents. He was afterwards cotnirnittcd a prifoner 
to the caftleof the Louvre> as was in like man- 
pcr Ic begue dc Viltaincs, count dc Ribadco in 
Spain. ^ 

They lent to the hotel of Montagu^ but found 
no one, nor could they learn whither he was gone, 
and with this they were forced to be fatisfied. 
Inquiries were made if fir Oliver de Cliflbn were 
in Paris, and orders were fent to his hotel for 
him to furrender himfelf a prifoner in the Louvre : 
but no perfbns was at his hotel except the houfe- 
fteward, who could not give any intelligence con- 
cerning him. 

Two days paficd before it was known that he 
was in his caftle of Montlhery. The two dukes, 
impatient to lay hold on him, ordered inftantly 
Barrois des Barres, fir John de Ch&teaumorant, 
the lord de Coucy and fir William de la Trimou- 
iUe to coUeft three hundred lances, and faid to 
|hem, — * March with this force without delay to 
Montlhery, inveft the town and caftle, and do not 
leave it until you fliall bring us Cliflbn dead or 
aUvc.' 

The knights obeyed, as was their diity, for the 
government of the kingdom was now in the hands 
of thcfc two dukes, and they left Paris with thefr 
three hundred lances, not all at once, but in five 
feparate bodies, that their departure might be the 
Jefs noticed. God, however, aflifted the corf- 
|bble ; and he had fiich good friends among this 
armament^ that he was pundlually informed of its 

departure. 
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departure, and the hotir it would arrive, fo that 
he had full leifure to take proper meafures not to 
fuBTer from it. He and his people left MontUiery, 
and by travelling through bye roads, over heaths, 
and avoiding all inclofed towns or cities, arrived 
fafely in Brittany, and entered his caftle called 
chateau Joflelin, which was well provided with all 
things, where he remained to wait other intelli* 
gcncc. 

Barrois des Barres and the other knights put 
their orders into execution, took poflcflion of ithc 
town of Montlhery, and furroundcd the caftle. 
They remained thus one night, imagining the 
conftable was within, but he was not, as you 
have heard. On the morrow, while they \j^rc 
preparing for the affault, the fervants in the caftle 
came out to know what they were about. The 
knights faid they wanted fir Oliver de Cliflbn, and 
that was the objed of their coming. The fer-r 
vants in guard of the caftle replied, that the lord 
de Cliflbn had left it four days ago, and offered 
to open every part of it for them to fearch. The 
knights and fquires entered the caftle armed from 
head to foot, as if for inftant combat, for fear of 
being furprifed by treachery or an ambufcadc. 
They, however, found that the fervants had told 
them the truth i for they minutely fearched every 
part of it, without difcovering any traces of the 
lord de Cliflbn. After this, they marched away oa 
their return to Paris, when they related to thoft 
who had fcnt them all fhcy had done* 

'"::.. . '■ '■ 'CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

f 

* ... ^ . 

I • 1 

THE LORD DE LA JftlVIERE, THE PRINCIPAL 
MINISTER OF THE KING OF FRANCE BEFORE 
HIS ILLNESS," IS WadE PRISONER BY ORDERS 
OF TttE DUKES OF BERRY AND BURGUNDY. — • 
the' /DUCHESS OF' BERRY INTERCEDES FOR 

HIM WlilH HER lord; ' 

. ■» « • r .' ... 

npHE dukes of Befry and'Borgibndy, finding' 

that the conftable had eifcaped, were much 
vexed; while, on thfe contf-kry, the dukes of Or-' 

leans and Bburboii rejoiced at it. * Now^' faid' 
the duke of Burgtitidy, -' he fliewj ' by his flight 
that he fufpcfts n^s j ' ttm, though- he has fled, he is 
not yet acqtiittedi - We will force him haftily ta 
return, or he ihall lofe every thing we can lay bur 
hands on. Even this (hall not free him from fomc 
heavy charges whicTi only wait for trial, to prove 
him guilty and deferving punilhment. If the great, 
the powerful and the wicked be not chaftifed, juf- 
dcc will not bie equally dealt, and the lower ranks 
and the potor^ill with truth be difcontented. Juf- 
dce ought to be dedilt'out without difcrimination t6 
all, that evclry one may take example/ 

Such was the difcburfc of the duke of Bur- 
gundy; but the lord de Cliflbn was fafe iii his 
caftlc of Joflclin, in Brittany, v^ell provided with 
every thing to defend it, and to hold out a long 

ficge.- . 
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The day that Barrois dcs Batrcs returned to 
Paris, to tell his lords that fir Oliver dc CUffon 
was not at Montlhery, the two dukes faid,— ^ 

* Barrois, fct out to-morrow very early, and ride 
to Auncau. . Wc have heard the lord dc la Riviere 
is there* Demand to fee him from us and from 
the council, a^nd manage fo that you givc^a^ood 
account of him when wc fhall require it from you/ 
Sir Barrois, having promifed obedience, rode the 
next morning with his men at arms to Auneau^ 
near to Chartres. It has a handfome caftle, which 
the lord dc la Riviere received in marriage with 
his wife the lady of Auneau, and he had gready 
improved both the caftle and lands* He was much- 
beloved by his vaflals, whom he treated with af*^ 
fe^ionate care. The commiflioners fent by the 
dukes, on their arrival at AuneaUi executed their 
cMrders on the lord dc la Riviere, whom they found 
with his lady and children. He was expedling 
fuch a meflage, for he had already learnt that fir 
John le Mercier and the count de Ribad^o were in 
prifon, and that the conftable had fled from Mont* 
Ihery to a more diftant and fecure caftle. 

Thofe who had brought him this intelligence 
faid, — ' Sir, fave yourfclf ; for the envious, who 
at this prefcnt govern, are againft you, aiyl fortune 
has turned with them.* To this he had replied,-?- 

* Here and every where elfe I am in the power of 
God : if I fly or hide, I fliould accufe myfclf as 
guUty of crimes of which I feel myfclf incapable 
and innocent. God has given mc all I poflefled, 
and he may take it from me whenever he pleafes : 

to 
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to his will I fubmu. I have faichfull/ and loyally 
fervcd the late king, of happy memory, as well 
as thcprefent king. My fcrvices have been well 
known to both, and they have royally rewarded 
them. I feel bold enough, from what by their 
commands I have done for the good of the king- 
dom, to fland the judgment of the parliament of 
Paris; and, If they Ihall find in my whole conduct 
any thing worthy of blame, let me be punillied.' 

Such was the declaration of the lord de la Ri- 
viere to his wife and his friends, before the com- 
mifliOners from the regents came to Auneau. On 
their arrival, his fcrvants faid, — ' My lord, here 
are fuch and fuch pcrfons, with a large force, who 
want to enter the caftle : what do you fay ? fliall 
we open the gates ?' 'Why not ?' he replied; 
* they arc very welcome.' On faying this, he went 
to meet them, and received every one moft gra- 
cioufly, and in converfing together they all en- 
tered the hall of the caftle of Auneau. After a. 
fhort paufc, fir Barrois des Barres, a gallant and 
courteous knight, with much vexation, arreftcd 
the lord dc la Riviere, according to the orders he 
had received, which he was bound to execute. The 
lord dc la Riviere held hin excufed and imme- 
diately obeyed his fummons; for he neither could 
nor would otherwife aft by difputing itj and he 
remained a prifoner in his own caftle of Auneau. 

You may imagine his lady was in great anguifh 
when fhe faw fortune thus adverfe to her lord, 
Wid flie ftill more dreaded the conclufion. 
The lord de la Rivl;re was not long a prifoner 
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in his own caftle, before he was fent for by thoAt* 
who ruled the temporality and fpiritualiiy of 
France (for the perfon who figned himfclf - pope 
Clement, held all'his power in that country through 
the good will of thefe dukes) to Paris, where he 
was confined in the prifons of the Louvre. Many 
in France were afflided at this, but they dared 
only fpeak of it in private. They were indifFerent- 
as to fir John le Mercier, but the lord de la Ri^ 
viere had been courteous^ debonair, and patient in 
hearing poor people, and fuch as were riot of 
rank, to attend his public audiences. It was re- 
ported in Paris that they wete to be beheaded ; 
and it was whifpered flanderoufly, to ruin their 
popularity, that they had been traitors to thd 
crown, and plundered the treafury of great wealth, 
with which they had kept up their ftate, and built' 
houfes and fine caftles, while poor knights and' 
fquires, who had expofed their lives in arms for 
the fervice of the realm, and fold their inheri-* 
tances for fubfiftcnce, could not obtain any pay- 
ments, for a long time pad, from fir Oliver de 
Cliflbn, the lord de la Riviere, fir John le Mer-^ 
cier, or froni Montagu, who had fled. 

Their numerous enemies, who were in great 
ftrength, declared they defcrved to die, which put 
them in great rifk. They urged, as a crime againft 
them, that they had advifcd the king to go tQ 
Mans, and thence to Brittany, and had, by poi- 
foncd liquors which they gave him to drink, 
brought on this frenzy -, and it was curfendy re- 
ported, that the king's phyficians, who had the 
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taf e ot his health, were not, in aiiy way, pef mitiJcd 
to have their will, nor was their advice followed. 

So much was laid againft thefe tWo> that the 
lotd de la Riviere and fir Joha le Mercier were 
removed from the Louvre and delivered over ta 
the provoft of the Chatelet, and confined iil the 
caftle of Stfc Anthony, under the guard of the vif- 
cbunt d* Achy, at that time the govefnof. On this 
removal, though the common report ran that they 
were to be put to deaths in truth they were never 
condemned i nor could thofe by whom they had 
been examined, ever in their confcicnces find them 
guilty of death. They were, however^ daily at- 
tacked by fome, who faid, 'Take heed to your 
fouls, for your bodies are already difpofed of: 
you are both condemned to have your heads cut 
off/ In this diftrefling ftate they were kept for 
fome time 5 byt the beguc de Villaines, a great 
knight and valiant man at arms, from the country 
of Beauce,' inculpated in the fame accufations, had 
many friends, who pleaded effeftually in his favour, 
and he was freed from prifon with a full acquittal. 
On his leaving the prifon, he was told by his re- 
lations, fir Barrois des Barrcs and others, to pre- 
pare to fct out for Cafl:ille, where in future he 
muft refide, on the handfome inheritance he gained 
by his marriage with the countefs de Ribadco. 

He followed the advice that had been given him, 
and fpeedily packed up all he wanted, and fet out 
for Caftille, leaving his two friends in prifon, and 
in daily peril of lofing their lives. All the pro- 
perty, moveable and immoveable, of fir John le 

A'^OL. XL E Mercier, 
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Mcrcicr, that was in France, and could be laid 
hold pf, was confifcated and given to others. His 
fine houfe at Pont a Louvipn*, in chc diocefe of* 
1-aon, that had coft him fuch immenfe fum$> was 
fcized and given to the lord de Coucy with all its 
eilates, manors and dependancies. I am ignorant 
if this was done at his rcqueft, but he poffeffed 
it, and his heirs afterwards. 

The regents treated the lord de la Riviere very 
cruelly. They confifcated all his eftates, as well 
what had defccndcd to him as thofe he had pur- 
chafed, and all his moveables wherever they could 
be found. The lady, his wife, had, however, re- 
fcrved to her ufe all the domain of Auneau, and 
whatever elfe (he had inherited from her family, 
by father or mother. She had a young and gen- 
teel daughter, of ten years old, who had been be-! 
trothed to James de Chaftillon, fon and heir to 
fir Hugh de Chaftillon, who had formerly been 
mafler of the crofs bows of France: he was al- 
ready in poflTeflion of large eftates, and in the ex- 
peftation of more. H<? had made feveral excur- 
fions with his intended father-in-law, the lord de. 
la Riviere ; but, notwithftandixig this, the regents 
would break olF the intended marriage in fpite of 
the young man. This connexion was put an end 
to, and he married elfcwhere, according to the 
plcafure of the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, and 



• Pont a Louvion>— it Is in the MSS. Pont-Aubumen, and 
Pont i Lonnion. Q^^if not Popt a Nouvion. Thtre are thre« 

villages of rhat name in ihe eledion of Laon. 
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iRc lord de la TrimouillCi'who took the manage-; 
tnent of the bufinefs. 

The lord dc la Riviere had likewife a fon^ a 
fquire, who was his heir, married to the ^only;; 
daughter of the lord dfc Dampm^rtin, who wW 
not likely to have more children, and this daughter' 
was hrs htifefs. The regcrlts Winced likewife. to', 
break off this mairiage; and unite hei- nldre ridbly ^ 
but the count de tjampmartin, like ap honourable 
itian, ftepped forward, and faid,— ^^ Thit as long 
as fhc fbn of the lord de k Riviefe lived, his 
daughter fliould have no Other hufbandi and,'iC 
violence w<*re ilfed td flibrtcn his days, his daugh- 
ter Ihduld remalin a widow, and he woiild fo* 
ftrongly fettle his property, that thofe who rtiigkr" 
Wifh to gain it by fraiid drothcrwife Wolild find 
themftlVei difappointcd.' 

When they faw the firmn^ft of the coilnt de ' 
Dampmartin'j aftd that he would not givfe lip. his 
fon-iri-hiv(r, fhey left hirri quiet, and the marriage 
remained gobd ; btit the nrft I mcndofted wais fcC 
afide by an abfoliidon from pope' Clement, who ' 
w^ fttrci^d tfo give it whether he woold 6r hot ; ' 
for he had no 'power over the realm of France, ' 
btit what the tMro dukes were pltaft-d to allow him. 
To greatly 'was the chilrch lowered and hurt by the. 
difgrjfcrf^l ' fchifm, and by the condud^df thofc" 
who otfght td have ruled it better. 

Mmf in France, and in other countries, ac- 
qtiittcd the lord Mc^la Riviere from all blame, ' but 
their cxcdfittg him wis of no avail; for although 
bit iqnocence was is ckar as the day, no one darc4 
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to fpcak in his behalf, but that courageous young 
lady the duchefs of Berry. 

Too often had that good lady call herfclf at her 
lord's feet, faying, with uplifted hands, — * Ah, my 
lord* you allow yourfelf to be fwayed wrongly 
and fmfuUy^ by the envious and difappointed^ who 
poifbn your mind with tales againft this valiant 
ki^^ht, and virtuous man, the lord de la Riviere, 
f hey accufe him unjuftly, and no one dares to iky 
a word in his defence. I wifh you therefore to 
knowj th^t, if he be put to death, I (hall never 
agwi taftc happinels, but remain all my days in 
fbrrow and afflidtion. He is, whoever may fay. 
th^ contrary, a molt loyal and prudent knight. 
Ah^ my lord, you litt;le remember the handfome 
fervices he has done you, nor the pains and dif- 
ficulty he had to encounter when he accomplifhed 
our marriage. I do not fay this as pretending to 
hav« been worth the trouble, for I am but a poor 
lady in comparifon to you ; but you, who were fo 
ansious to have me, had to deal with a hard and 
cunning lord, the late count de Foix, b whofe 
wardfhip I then was ; and, if it had not been for 
the pexfuafive manners of the lord de la Riviere, I 
Ihould have never been your duchefs,' but fettled in 
England ^ for the duke of Lancafter foTicited. me » 
for the earl of Derby, and the cowit de i^oix in- 
clined more to him than to you. Moft dear fir,,, 
you ought not to be forgetful of thefc things,^ for 
you^ know what I fay is true. I therefore moft: 
hun^bly ;entreat that you would have compaflkm. , 
on the gallant knight who fo courtqoufly caDdu£i;ed^ . 
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your bufinefs, in regard to mc, that he fuffcr nei- 
ther in life nor limb.' 

The duke of Berry, thus attacked by his young 
and handfome wife, whom he doated upon, and 
feeling that all (he had faidwas true, was much fof- 
tened in his hatred to the lord de la Riviere ; and 
to appeafc his lady, who he fawwas in carneft, re- 
plied,—' Lady, as God may fave my foul, I would 
rather have paid twenty thoufand francs, than that 
la Riviere (hould have mifcondufled himfclf to» 
wards the crown of France. Before this indil^ 
pofuion of the king, I loved him well, and con- 
fidered him as a prudent and valiant knight. Sincrf, 
however, you thus anxioufly intereft yourfelf for 
him, I will abate my anger ; and from your en- ' 
treaties and folicitations he Ihall fare the better. 
I will exert my power to the utmoft, and do more 
for your prayers than if all France united had pe- 
titioned me in his behalf. ' 

' My lord,' anlwercd the lady, * pleafe God, I 
fliali fee the cfted:s of it. You will do a good and 
charitable ad: ; for I believe there is not one, befide 
myfelf, that has fpokcn in his favour.' * You iay 
truly,' replied the duke ; ' but when you fo warmly 
take up the matter, it is fully fufficicnt.' 

Thus was the duchefs contented with the anfwen 
of the duke ; and when he and the dyke of Bur- 
gundy, with their councils, met on the bufinefs, i 
there was much altercation. There is not a doubt j 
bm, if this virtuous lady had not interfered, he i 
would have been put to death. From aifedtlon to 1 
her, it was oiherwifcj and fir John Ic Mercierl 
E 3 wai ' 
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vas fortunate in being the companion of the lord 
dc la Riviere, and implicated in the fame charges^ 
|br>they. could not in confciqnce have exccut^:onc 
.mthout the other- 

:. Notwithftanding this delay, they did not fc<l 
ipcrfedly fecuicc iii prifon, for they Hnew t|>cy had 
many enemies, who were now in power, and angry 
^(though they wcce forced to ^bide by ir) that; they 
had not fooner been puniflied. §ir John le Mer- 
cier> during his con6nemeQt in the Bailie, was in 
ilich conunual grief and tear$ tl)a( h^ nearly loft 
ilis, fight. It was melaocholy indeed to hear tliq 
.bittemefs of his lamequtions. 






CIUP. X. 

AFTEIl MANX ADJOURyMENTS AND DEtAYS, THE 

CONSTABLE DE CLISSON IS, BY JUDGMENT OF 

". THE POURT OF PARLIAMENT OF P.^R<S, BA- 

, NISHED THE REALM OF FRANQE, CONDEMNED 

TO PAY A FINE OF ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 

: • • ^ ' ^ . if • • . r- 

FRANCS, AND DECLARED INCAPABLE OF 
HOLDING THE OFFICE OF CONSTABLE OF 

■■•- ««-. -*f» *•• • -^ 

FRANCE. 

• ■•*-*»■. 

TXURING. the confihemcrit 6f the two knights 

T^^ in prifon, where they remained upwards bf a 

^year, uncertain what the cbncliifion would be, the 

jord'dc Cliflbn was" attacked i\^cty way, tb degrarfc 
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bU honour and deprive hitn of hi$ office. They 
were more defirous to |ay hold of hirn thaiv any 
others of the late miniftry, but he took goocj care ' 
to prevent it. He was wife in fo doing ; for if he 
had been arretted, every thing was prepaxec) for 
his execution the moment he fhould be condemned, 
without the fmalleft hope of mercy, to pleafc hig 
adverfary, the duke of Brittany, who had never ^ 
done any good to France. ^^ 

Whep the regents found he had efcaped, they 
rpibl ved to proceed in a different manner. . It w^s 
ordered, that he fhould he fummon^d by ^he court 
of parliament of Paris to appear bpfore it^ and an- 
fwer fuch charges as fhould be made againft him| 
under pain of being c^iftionoured and banifhed froni 
France. i 

Commi(rioncrs were fent after him ipto Brittany, 
by the chamber of parliament, to fummon and ar- 
reft him. They acquitted themfelves well, fo far 
as going into Brittany and demanding at all the^ 
towns and caftles belonging to fir Oliver de Clifford 
where he w^s to be found, faying, — ' We are fent 
by the king and coimcil to fpeiak with my lor4 

ft 

the conflable : tell us how we can fee him, that 
we maypcrforni ourpieflTage.' 

The inhabitants of ^c towns or caflles dependant 
on the lord de ClifTon anfwered, as they had been, 
tutored to do, — ^ Gentlemen, you are very wel- 
come : if we wanted to fpeak vfith our lo^d tKc 
9onftable, we would go to fuch a place, where we 
^ould find him without fail/ Thus were the com- 
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miflioncrs fent from town to town, . alking afar fir 
QBvcr 4c Clifforijj but without ever finding him, or 
having any other anfWers. At lengch being tired 
of the pnrfuit, they returnc4 to Paris, and rel^tc4 - 
theif ill fuccefs, and the tricks th^ conftable*$ vafs 
fals ha4 played th^m. Thofe who had a^ceuftd him, 
and wifhed his condcnination^ would not that he^ 
liadaded otherwiife, for now theyfaid> they would 
have inftant judgment;^ and hc^ftiQuld be treated ac-s 
cording tq his deferts. 

They publicly fumnioned, by order of parlia-? 
mentj fir Oliver dc Cliflbn in all Jeg^l form, aU 
Jowmg the ufual interval be^cen e^th fummonsji 
to prevent thofe attached to him from faying that; 
hatred or malice had qutft ripped juftice. After 
every adjournment was completed, without any in-^ 
telligencc received from him, and after he had been 
fommoned firft at the door of the chamber of 
jparlianient, then publicly ;at the gates and on the 
fteps of the palace, with every ufual folcmnityji 
without any anfwer being returned, a mpft cruel 
fentence was pafled by the court, 

He was banifhed the kingdom of France for ^ 
falfe and wicked traitor to the crown, condemned 
to pay a fine of one hundred thoufand marcs of 
filver, for the e^^tortipns which he had fraudulently 
and wickedly comniitted in former times, as well 
in the office of conftable as in the exchequer and 
elfewhere, and to be deprived for ever of the office 
of conftable of France. 

TThe duke of Orleans was invited by the court to 
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be pfc(cnt when this fentcncc was pafled^ but he 
would not, and excufed himfelf. The dukes of 
Berry and Burgundy were there, with a great many 
of the barons of France. 

Now obferve the works of Fortune, how firm 
and fteady they are, when Cuch a valiant and good 
knight who had laboured fo fuccefsfuUy for the 
honour of France was thus malicioufly degraded in 
honour a^d hurt in his fortune. He was lucky in 
not obeying any of the fummons, for, had hf 
come, they would have difgracefully put him to 
death ; nor could the duke of Orleans have faved 
him, foFj, if he had interceded for him, no atten- 
fion would have been paid to it. You may fup- 
pofe that the duke of Brittany and fir Peter dc 
Craon, who were ftron^ly connefted with each 
other, were much rejoiced at this ; but they were 
vexed th^ conftable had not borne coo^any 
with the lord de la RiViere and fh* John le 
Mercier. 

This fentence made a great noife in France and 
clfewhere. Some pitied him, and faid in fecret 
that he had been unjuftly treated : others oppofed 
it, faying it was fortunate he had not been lain 
hold of and hanged, for he was deferving of it; 
^ Our regents,' they added, * who are well ac- 
quainted with his manner of li£b, ha^e not been tQ 
Mame in fufFcring him to be thus treated. Hqw th^ 
devil could he have laid by fuch a> funi ^ a niil&on 
^ a half of florins ? It could not have been by . 
conquers in warj but from pillage and robbery^ 

and 
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?ind from the pay of poor kpiglits and fquircs, as 
is wdl known at the chancery and treaftiry, where 
it is all wntten down. In the expeditions to Flan- 
ders, he raifed and received large fums of money, 
as well as in that which the king made into Ger- 
many. AH the taxes for the war, and' the payment 
of the men at arms, paffed through his hands. Hft 
paid himfelf and others ats he pleafed, keeping the 
better part, without any one daring to fay a word 
aMinft it.* 

In fuch terms was fir Oliver de CHffoh accufed 
behind his back ; and the proverb fays truly, that 
^ thofe whom neceffity forces to fell hav-e never a 
f^ir offer.' 

The duke of Brittany caufed it to be rumoured 
throughout his country, that whenever the dukes of 
Berry and Burgundy fhould plcafe, he could eafily 
reduce the lord dc Cliffori to the loweft ftate ; but 
at the moment he left him undifturbed, to fee what 
turn affairs would take, for he expeded, fronx the 
meafures then purfuing, the lord de Cliffonmuft be 
deprived of the conftablefliip. 
' The dukfc of Brittany and fir Peter de Graon 
were thus fudddenly relieved from all anxiety 
by the favour of dame Fortune, who, ever 
in motion, exalts thofe who lead expeft it, and 
tumbles oriieris Into the dirt from the top of her 
wheel. 

'^ Sir Oliver de- Cliffon, the lord de la Riviere 
and fir John le Mercier were principally accufed 
of being the authors of the king's^ illnefs -, and it 
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lira? commonly reported by thofe who hated them, 
and wifhed their death, that they had poifoncd the 
king. Now confider how little there was in this 
charge, or how litde probability of their attempt- 
ing fuch an aft, who were fure of being- perfecutcd 
if any accident happened to the'kmg,. and pf courfe 
would have been the moft eager "to have preferved 
him in health. But nothing was believed which 
they urged in their defence, as yoii already know. 
The lord dc la Riyicxe . and fir John le Mercier 
ivcrc for a Jong time imprifonied jn'thc Baftillc, sj|rid 
in gi-eat danger pf being publicly belieaded. If 
would undoubtedly haVe been done, if fhc kirir 
had not very opportunely recovered his fiscal th, anc 
had it not been for the ftrong and repeated inter- 
ccffions the duchcfs of Berry made fur the lord dc 
la Riviere^ 

The lordde CliflQn rcfided in Brittany; and a 
fcvcrc warfare was kept up between him and th<? 
duke, which coft many lives, ay will, be related 
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CHAP. XI. 

kiNG CHAkLES RECOVERS HIS SENSES f HROlTGH 
THE MERCr OF GOO3 AND THE DILIGEN7 
ATTENTION OF HIS PHYSICIAN, MASTER WIL- 

LIAM DE HARSELEY. 

, .. . . _ 

'TpHE diforcjcr, which befcl the. king on his 
* journey to Brittany, greatly afFedted all his 
fubjcfts, and they naturally felt for their. king, 
who, before this illnefs, was very popular with ap 
ranks. Being the chief, every part of the govern- 
ment fufiered ^ for, in like nsanner^ when'die head 
of a man is (ick, his other members are not paiiv* 
iefs. No one ventured to talk openly of his indif^ 
pofition, which was concealed as much as it could 
be. Indeeid, it was perfeftty ^unknown to /the 
queen until Ihe was recovered from her Iviijg in;; 
and I believe this time ihe was brought to oed of k 
daughter. 

Mafter William de Harfeley» who had the king 
under his care, reiided quietly wich him at Creil^ 
and was very atteiitive to him, which gained him 
honour and profit, for by little and litde he re- 
covered for him his health. He firil got rid of 
the fever and great heat he complained of, and 
then reftored tap him his appetite, fleep, and his 
recoUedlion of things about him. Until he was 
fbong enough to bear removal for change of air, 

he 
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he allowed him to ride, hunt, and amufc himfcif 
with, hawking. 

On the news of the king^s recovery being ipread 
s^broad, the whole kingdom of France was rc- 
joiccdj and meft heartily and fincercly were thanki^ 
givings offered up to God for having reftorcd the 
king to his fenfes and memory. During his rcfi- 
dence at Creil, he demanded to fee the queen and 
his fon : (he ca,me thither, and brought the dau- 
phin. The king received them very kindly i and 
thus by degrees, through the mercy of God, was 
he reftorcd to health. 

Maftcr William de Harfcley, feeing him in fo 
fair a way, was in high fpirics, and not without 
reafon, for he had performed an aftpoifhing cure* 
He now gave him up^ to the care of bis brother, 
t{ie duke of Orleans, and his uncles, t^ie dukes^dj^ 
Berry, Burgundy and Bourbon, faying to them,-^ 
'Thanks to God, the king is now well : I deliver 
him up to you; but henceforward, you muil 
carefully avoid angering or vexing him, for as yet 
his nerves have not quite recovered their ftrength, 
though they will daily get better. Amufement^ 
and relaxations from the fatigues of bufmefs will be 
of fcrvice to him, and, ^bove all, he muft not 
weary himfelf too much with his minifters or 
council; for his head will continue fome time 
weak and delicate, as he has been much pulled 
down and fhattered by this indifpofition.' 

Having confulted together, they refolved to re* 
tain maiber William de Harfcley at fuch an ample 
£ilary as fliould fadsfy him ; for it is the objed of 
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ill medical men to gain large falaries, arid ds miicK 
profit as pofTible, from the lords and ladies who 
call for their aid. It was therefore propofed to 
him to remain with the king ; but he exciifed him- 
felfi faying, ' that hfe was old and weakly i that 
the matiner'of living at court would not agree with 
his yeA^is, and that he muft immediately return to 
his nurflirtg at home.' When they faw he was 
determined in his rcfiifal, they prefled him no 
fli-rthcr. 

They gavC him permiflion to depart, and, on 
his taking leave, prefented him with one thoufand 
Crowns of gold, and an order fof four horfe$ on 
the poft-mafters whenever he (hould pleafc to come 
to court. I believe he never returned ; for he 
continued in the city of Laon, where he died very 
rieh, pofleflfcd of thirty thoufand fferics. He was 
tfte moft niggardly man of his time i his whoW" 
pleafure was amafling money, and never fpending 
a firthing at home, but eating and drinking abroad 
wherever he could. With fuch rods are phyficiail* 
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CHAP. XIL 

THE TRUCE IS PROLONGED BETWEEN FRANdt 

AND ENGLAND. THE VISCOUNT DE CHAS- 

TELBON DOES HOMAGE tOR THE COUNTY OF 
FOIX TO THE KING OF FRANCE. 

npO continue this noble and pleafant hiftoiy, 
' undertaken at the rcqueft and pleafure of that 
liberal and potent prince, my very dear lord and 
patron, Guy de ChaftiUon, count de Blois, lord of 
Avefnes, Chiinay, Beaumont, Schoenhoven and 
Turgow. I John Froflart, prieft and chaplain to 
my very, dear lord before named, and at the time 
trcafurer and canon of Chimay and Lille in Flan- 
ders, fct myfelf to work at my forge, to produce 
new and noble matter relative to thfe wars between 
France and England and their allies, as clearly ap- 
pears from the various treaties which are of this 
date, and which excellent materials, through the 
grace of God, I fhall work upon as long as I live y 
for the more I labour at it, the more it delights 
me, juft as a gallant knight or iijuire at arms, who 
loves his profeflion, the longer he continues it, fo 
much the more deleftable it appears. 

You have had it before related in thefc chroni- 
cles, that a truce had been agreed on for three 
years at Leulinghen, between France and England ; 
that ambafladors from France, namely the count 
de Saint Pgl and the lord de Chatcaumorant, had 
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brought the papers figned and fcaled from Eng* 
land ; and that, (ince then, the lord de Chateau- 
morant and fir Taupin de Cantemelle had accom-' 
panied the dukes of Lancaftcr and York from the 
conferences at Amiens to London, to learn the in- 
tentions of the king and parliament of England, in 
regard to the advances which had been made at 
Amiens ,to wards a folid peace between the two 
nations, fubjeft^ however, to the confent of Eng- 
land, which had been refcrved in the treaty by the 
dukes of Lancaftcr and York. 

The French knights had returned to France i 
for they were told nothing could be done in 
the matter until the meeting of the parliament, 
which was appointed to be holden at Weft- 
minfter at Michaelmas : that then the affair 
would be diicufTed, and they fliould have an an-'' 
fwer. When it was known . in England how 
grievoufly the king of France was afflicted, die 
bufmefs was much retarded. Neverthelefe, the 
king and the duke of Lancaftcr were defirous of 
peace between England and France, and, had it 
depended on them, it would have been concluded 5 
but it was not fo, for the commons of England 
preferred war to peace, faying, * that war with 
France was more beneficial to them than other- 
wife.* This was alfo the opinion of Thomas duke 
of Gloccfter, conftable of England, who was very 
popular throughout the codntry. He inclined for 
war, as did all the young men who were anxious 
to fignalize themfclves in arms ; but his brother, 
the duke of Lancaftcr, as the oldcft*and moft 
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pbWerfuli took the lead, and faid, ^thc war had 
lafted long enough . between France and England j 
And that a good, peace, if properly attended toi 
wonld be Very welcome to all parties,. who had 
fuffercd greatly from the long ftate of warfare.' 
The duke added, * that holy Chriilendom was in 
danger from Bajazetj who was in great force on 
the frontiers of Hungary, forcly oppreffing thai 
tountry j atid that was the , proper theatre for all 
young bachelors who wifhed to try^their fkill in 
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Lcti us weigh well thefc words of the duke of 
Lancafter, which were offered with the beft inten- 
tions ; for he had many times invade^ France, and 
overrun that country with fmall gain. He had 
undergone great bodily fatigue j and, though he 
burnt and deftroyed the flat country, it was alnloft 
as foon recovered again from the damages it had 
fiiffercd. He faid that this war led to no good 
end, but, if Continued, muft be pulhed forward 
with vigour, and the flightefl: reverfe niight be 
attended with the worft confequences. He like- 
wife perceived the king was more defirous of peace 
than waf . 

I, the author of this hiftory, know not how to 
determine who was in the right> or who in the 
wrong } but it was faid the rcafon of the duke of 
Lancafter's conduct was that he had married hi^ • 
two daughter's in Caftille and Portugal, and there- 
fore he was defirous of ^peace. His fon in ltw> 
the king • of Caftille, , was young, and, to prevent 
any troubles from his grandees, and in order that 
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he might reign quietly^ it was rtcceiTary there 
fhould be fuch a peace with France as the EogUfl) 
could not infrihge^ Should they do fo, the French 
>vould inftantly fall on Caftille ; for they had free 
entrances thither, through the kingdom of Arra- 
gon, of which the lady Jolande de Bar, a Frexx^ 
woman, was queen, and who governed that kit^- 
dom as well as Catalonia, or through the countries 
of B^rn and the Bafques i for the viicount de 
Chateaubon, the heir to the late count de Foix, 
had fworn and fealed to grant this permiflion, when 
required by the kiiag of France. 

The French had, therefore, fcveral entrancesi 
to Caftille, without danger of oppofition from the 
king of Navarre, who would not willingly anger 
his coufiq-german the king of France, t^is bro- 
ther, fir Peter de Navarre, was befide at the court, 
of France,' and would inftandy foften any difputes 
^at fhould arife betweea the king, of France and 
his brother of Navarre j tQr he was ^ good French- 
man, and never aded but for the. mutual intereft 
of the two kings. ; 

The duke of Lancafter was fully aware of all the. 
confequences of war, and frequently remonftfatcd 
on the fubjedt with his Ibn, Henry carl of Derby, 
who, though young, had an underftanding andt> 
prudence that feemed likely to produce perfedtion. 
This earl of Derby had four .fine fons, Henry,. 
John, Humphrey and Tlioiaias, and two d^jLigh-: . 
ters^ by Mary de Bohun,. jdaughter to, tlve e#rl : 
of liercford and Northampton, cooftable pf j 
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^g\mi^ ^ pofi$jabi;in her n^t.verj^ large 

effaces. .- ',', :•./ -ru :. ./ .!• 

The concluiion of the matter rc^ifbing ip^e> 
which was long dUcuficd in die pariiam^nt held at 
WejQtminftcr o£ prelates^ noblecnen . and , xkiieM 
from che cities aad principal towm,^ sKraSi 'that a 
truce ihould take p^e between pngland. Francs^ 
a^d their .refpeftiya allies^ by £ea and land, to laft 
6K)m Michaelmas to Saint John Saptift^s dgy,^ and 
one year longier. Thofe who had hp&Bt fent hiy t^e 
king of France caf ried back the ardcles of the 
truce properly figned and ftaled, and the: agree- 
ment Was . well obicrYed by all parties* . . i i . . .' ' > 

The health of the king of France had been 4b 
i^xceedingly weakened by his late iHnels tjhat has^ 
council knew not: to whom to ^ply * for advice ; 
fox the phyfician who had before attendedi mafter 
WilHam de Harfeley, was dead. He had, how* 
evcr> gLVed the king, before he left him; fejreral 
good recipes which he had ufed, and had returned 
to Paris in the winter iwith very good heaJth, to 
the gJQcat joy of'liis'famjiy and the whole ,com«- 
n\onalty of France, wixh whom he was vfcry po- 
pular.' .':•■.• ■.■■«•'' 

. The iju^en accompanied him from Crjjii lo^ 
Paris, .where they rdidcd at the hotcJ de Saint ' 
BoL At tinaes' he jvent to the Lomiic, fc^ut Ifbr 
the mdft parjiiikaid at die hotel 4e Saint Poii^ afld;-^ 
during ih^ lung vHnter nights, th^re w^re '•Garoi-* 
lings, dancvngs:andx)ther amufenients^'in the^Miie-''- 
fcncc of the jkdng^ :xjticen,i*»duchefs'^bf ^erryi- 
i j^:)'-'.' /:;F 2 • '.!.:. ^c-^ -i.*^ daachcfi-"* 
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duchefs; of Orleans and odier ladies^ whd thus 
paired the winter nights. 

( . At this fealbn^ the vifcoiint de Chateaubon came 
to Parisj to do homage to the king for the copnty 
of Foix, which he inherited as legal heir to Gaftoh 
dc Poix» and which was a fief dependant on France. 
^am is an independant flate^ and the lords of ^ it 
owe feryicc to none other lord but God, notwith- 
ftanding the?. claims the late prince of Wales, of 
happy memory, urged againft Gallon de Foix, 
the late lord of Bcarh. The prince pretended it 
was dependant on Aquitaine, but the count de 
Foix denied the faflt. To fay the truth, all thefo 
claims of the prince were inftigated through the 
count John d'Armagnac^ as has been already 
told, fo that I (hall now pafs the matter over. 

When the vifcount dc Chateaubon, whonf 
henceforward I Ihall call count de Foix, came to 
Paris, he brought a coufin with him» a bailard-fon' 
of the late count, called Evan de Foix, a hand-, 
fome and. accompli(hed knight, whom his late 
father would have willingly made his heir, with 
his brother Gracien, that was now with the king 
of Navarre, but the barons of Beam would . riot 
conftnt to it. The matter, therefore, remained 
iinfctdcd,. for ; the count, as you have feen, died 
fuddenly. On fu- Evan being introduced to the; 
Iqtig^ he took a great liking to him,, for he was 
wonderfully ^ handfome and well, made ^vhe was 
beficks of the fame age with the king ;':ahd. 'the- 
aJ^irs of the vifcQunt dc Chkcaubon vfttt behe-i 
fijcd by this friendfliip, as. they were the more 
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fpecdiJy concluded. The vifcount returned home f , 
but fir Evan remained at court, and was named by 
the king one of the knights of his bed-chamber, 
^ith twelve courfers at the charge of the crown. 
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THE KING OF FRANCE IN GREAT DANGER. OF" j 
HIS LIFE AT A MASQUED DANCE OF MEN". 
DRESSED LIKE SAVAGES.— POPB BONIFACE AND" J 
THE CARDINALS AT ROME SEND A LIARNEll' 
FRIAR TO THE KINO. 

■^TOT long after this, a marriage took place 
between a young fqiiire of Vermandois an<J 
a damfel of the queen, both of the royal houfehold.' I 
The court were much plcafed at it, and the king- 
refolved to keep their wedding feaft at his expenfc' " 
It was held at the hotel of Saint Pol, and greaf ] 
crowds of lords attended ; among whom were the' i 
dukes of Orleans, Berry, Burgundy, and their 
duchefles. The wedding-day was pafTed in dancing" 1 
and joy. The king entertained at fupper the* 
queen in great ftatej and every one exerted him-' 
fclf to add to the gaiety, feeing how much delighted' I 
the king appeared. 

There was, in the king's hoiifehold, a Norman 

fqiiirc, called Hugonin de Geniay, a near relation 

of the bridegroom, who thought of the following' 
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piece "df pleafantFjr to amule the'kin^nmd/kdiiqi 
Tlkift^ mtrru^ :was on a Tuc£iaf bcfort CaHdfe^ 
]^aiit^7i. and hei had in the eTchihg provided fiic 
coats of Jincn ooTcrcd wkh fine flax^ thie coibiir 
of hair. He dreflcd the king in one of them, 
die count de Jouy, a young aild gallant knight, 
in anothei*, which be'caitie him well; fir Charles " 
de Poiricrs, fon of the count de Valentinois, had 
the third i fir Evan dc.Foix thc)fourth j the fon of 
the lord de Nantoqillet had the fifth, and a young 
knigjit the fixth*« 

Wheiji they were all thus drefled, by having the 
<;pats fewed round them, they appeared Uk^ favages, 
^r they . were covered with hair frona head to foot. 
This mafqueradc pleafed the king greatly^, and 
he expreflfed his plcafure to his fqiiire. It was fo 
i<credy>(:oiitriv^ that no oaeiknewany.thing of '^i^ 
flatter but the ftrvants who had attended on thwif 
Sir Evan de- Foitij who fcemcd to havfe more, 

m 

foreOght df wh^ was to happi^^.faid to the kingi^ 
*.§irei cortimand ftridly that: nd one come hear: 
US: with torches ; for, if k fpirk fall on the cqatai: 
we ar« dreffed.iny the flax will inftahd]^ take firc>> 
apd we;.nmft ificvitabljr be buftit : «take carty there*^? 
foj^i of vhac. I fay.* « Eran/ replied the king, ■ 
* J!?" fp^ai^ iwell . ^d wifely^ and your . advice. 
Ihajl be a|t$end^d to/ Ho then forbade his fer^> 
vants to fQllowj and, fending- for onie of the iSt-i 
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icants at arms thai waited at the doors of the 
apartnicnts, faid to hitn, — * Go to the room wherO 
the ladies are, and command, in the king's name< 
that all the torches be placed on one fide of it ; 
and that no perfon come near fix favage m«rt-J 
who are about to enter.' i 

The ferjcant did as he had been ordered by the 
king, and the torch bearers withdrew on one fide 
and no one approached the dancers, fo long as the 
ravages ftaid in the rgom. The apartment was 
now clear of all but ladies, damfels, and knighw 
and fquires, who were dancing with them. Soort 
after, the duke of Orleans entered, attended bjr 
four knightj, and fix torches, ignorant of the 
orders that had been given, and of the entrance 
of Lhc favages. lie firfl: looked at the dancing* 
and then took part himfelf, juft as the king of 
France made his appearance, with fi.ve otherj 
drcifed like favages, and covered witli flax, to 
reprefent hair from head to foot. Not one perfon 
in die company knew them ; and ihcy were all 
faftened together, while the king led them dancing. 
On their entrance, every one was fo occupied in 
examining them, that the orders about the torchei 
were forgotten. The king, who was the leader, 
fortunately for him, quitted them, to fhcw himfelf ,. 
to the ladies, as was natural to his youth, and, 
pafling by the queen, placed himfelf near ths 
duchefs of Berry, who though his aunt,, was the 
youngeft of the company. The duchefs amufed 
hcrfelf in talking with him, and endeavouring to 
find ' out who he Was s but the king rifing up 
F 4 from 
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llrittn'his&at^ would iiot difcover himfelf. Irht 
duchefs- faid^ 'You fhall not cfcape dius^: for I 
will know your name/ 

'. At this moment, a moft unfortunate accident 
befel the others, through the youthful gaiety of 
the duke of Orleans, who, if he had fdrefccn the 
mifchief he was about to caufc, it is to he pre- 
fumed would not^ for any confidcradon, have, fo 
aAed. He was very inquifidve in examining 
them, to find out who they were ; andy as the five 
were dancing, he toqk one of the* (torches . from 
his fervants, and, holdbg it too near their c^refles^ 
let diem on fire. Flax, you know, is inftantly in 
a blaze, and tlie pitch, with which the cloth had 
been covered to fafteo the flax, added to the 
impoffibility of extinguifhing it. They were like? 
wife chained together, and their cries were dread-? 
ful 5 for, the fire was fo ftrong, fcarcely any dared 
approach. . Some knights indeed did their utmoft 
to diiengage them, but the pitch burnt their hands 
very fevcrely ; and they fuficrcd a loog rime 
afterwards from it. 

. One of the five, Nantouillet, recolle£led^ that the 
buttery was near, broke the chain, and, flying 
diither, flung himfelf into a large tub of water 
which was there, for walhing difhes and.pliKKS^ 
T>his faved him, or he would have been 'burnt to 
death like the others : bqt he was withal fome dm^ 
reryill. When the queen heard the cmfe cdf 
^he tries, flie was alarmed lefl: the kin^ .(koi4l^ 
|>e hqit, for he had told her he would be one i6f the 
fx, 4ad: in her fright fainted and fell down : : faer 
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ladies and knighls haftencd to her afTiftance ; and tht 
confufion wasvfo great, no one knew what to do. 
The dwchcfs. of Beri^ faved the king by throwing 
the tr^in of her. robt over him, and detaining him, 
for he wanted to jquit -her, ' Where are you going,; . 
f)iid ihc •.. ^do wt you fee your companions are in 
a blai^e i Who are you? for it U npt now a time to 
icecp it fccret.' He. then named himfclf, faying^ 
fl ^tu the king/ ^Ah, my lord,' replied the 
.^Dctusls^^ put on quickly another dref$, and ihew 
yourfejif tp the queen, for Iheis very muchdiftrcflcd 
ftbQutyOu,' ^ 

The king on this left the roorti, and, having 
th^m afide His mummery, drefied himfelf . as 
fa(t as he could, : and returned to the queen, whd 
had klk^n mu^ comforted by the duchefs of Berryw 
When the' king had quitted her,rfl:it went to the 
queea ^d faid, ^Madam do not.be alarmed for 
liie kiiig: you will ihortly fee. him, for I have 
been taking with him/ As Ihe faid this, the 
Icing appeared, and the queen trembled for joy : 
ftie was carried by her knights to her chamber, 
wher^ the king atteXided and cooifor-ted her. 

-Thfi.baftard of -Fpix, when on fire, cried aloud, 
^ 5^vc )the king, favc the king !' who indeed was 
iaved^ in the qi^nner I have related. It was tbo 
pnoviflkncc of God that- infpircd him to leave his 
f:Qmpanipns aqd converfe with the ladies, forj 
had he ren^ained wuh them, he nuift inevitably 
have b^en bmrnt cq death. ^ 

This terrible accident happened about twelve 
p'dlgc^ at night> ia the baUTroon?) ac the hdtel de 
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SiidtFoh and'itwai^ sl ihoft^itKlaAcholy fpefkacW 
Of the ibur that were on &rei two died iift ^ the 
ipot : the other two, the baftard of E'oix wd tlv^ 
count de ^uy^ were carried to their hotels^ and 
died two days af^nvard in greit agonies. - • • 

Thus unfortunately did the , wcdding-feaft end, 
although the married couple . could no wtfy bd 
blamed. The duke of Qrleant was doqp ifi fault^ 
who certainly intended not aAy hkrm'iklwts he held 
the torch fo near them. His ^ddinefe caused 4t| 
and, when, he witneflfed how^ unlucky^'be had betw; 
he faid aloud, — * Liftcn to me all that cart'h^Sat* rtt6i 
Let no one be blamed for this unfomtunnte aosldent 
butmyfelf: what has been done-n^as? through -wy 
fillet : but woe is fne that it has happened ; and, titid 
f'fbreieen the confequences^ nothing bm^srdvifejbbld 
hdve induced me to do it/ The diikc tiien firf- 
lowed the king, and made his eotcufe^ whkh 
were akrcepted. This melancholy event haf>pened 
5a the Tuefday before Candlemas-eve, iw the -j^s^ 
of grace 139a : it made a great noife ki France 
and in other countries. 

The dukes of Berry and Burgundy wtrfe «>t 
prtfent when the mafkers were fet on fife> but \*4rc 
at their own hotels, having c^en leave of the kinjor; 
^ueen M& ladi<»% When on the morrow, it bti 
ttttnt public in I^aris, the peopld wondered gitAdJfi 
and faid that God had a fecond time fhewnhis kted 
providence to the king, and that he Ottgbt HOW 
to put afide thefe childifli things, and OcCilpy 
htmfelf more fenocOy i for that he hsiA too long 
played the boyy which ^was unbecoming a king 

•i'li'. of 



I 

of Fi*«iw?e. The eomfhoiialty murmur*! among 
themfelv^i, and faid^-^* What a ftarrow efcapi 
the king has had ! if he had been burnt like rfie 
others, which might eafily have happened^ what 
would hare bccotne of his* uncles ? They m^y be 
affured not one<jf them would have eftapcd death, 
rorany knight found in Paris/ 

Thi dbkes of Berry and Burgundy^ hearing of 
diis.j language, were aftonifhed and alarmed, arid 
flott without i cdufe.. They mounted their horfesi 
and rode to the hotel t^ Saint Pol tor the 'king^ 
and congKitulatcd him= on his efcape. They foUnd 
him ftill frightened, for h« had not yet recoJvered 
tiieieDJe of the peril he had been in tbe'^preteding 
nig^. He'toW thekn his^fair tfunt of Beny had^ 
£tvftdt him from being burnt,; tut tbathe was ex- 
itecdingly grieved for the tWblanchbJy ■ end of |&e 
count de Jduy, ftr Ev'art • de' Folx and- fil- Ghai^lefr 
de Pbii*ei«.' His ' uncles confoled hiAi, fayingj— ^ 
'My^ t^i'iwharis done cannot be recovered 5^ 
youMUft fergdt th^i^ deaihi, ttnd rend(^r>thanks to 
G<ld for' the ■ miraculous cfcipe you ydurfiilf hive^ 
had i . Rjf' this event might hive be^W riearJyi-he 
de«h idf the kingdom aj^ WfcU ^ yotir t>wnv Y^u 
may^iafily ftrfagini? wHar SVcfidd have -been the doh^- 
feq^ewces) wken'thfe -eom^bBd^ 6f Paffe hdd fueh 

language as has beeft ' fe|)6fted to "^i and G6Ad> 
k»0W9^^d]ift if you h^ jf^erifb^v tk«f Would h^e 
mu!ddl^d:'uB iiL Nlak« y6urfelf read;^ t* gb irt 
roy^tticei'fuitabte to your rink, and ride fri-pyj* 
grimilge «6 the church of Ndtre^ Darhfc aAd^fflew* 
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yourfcir to your people ; we will accompany *ydii> 
fojr the citizens of Paris are vcrydefirpus to ice 
you.* ' ..: . 

The king replied, he would do as they had ad^ 
yifcd, and then entered into convcrfation with, hii 
brother the duke of Orleans, whom he much 
loved. His uncles received the duke kindly, 
Warning him a litde for the youthful trick he had 
played. It feemed he was not difpleafcd at their 
Jedlurc, and declared he never intended or fiif^ 
peftedhe was doing wro?^.; -' «., 

On the point of nine o'clock, the king and his 
attendants mounted their hprfcs, and rode through 
Paris from the hotel dc Saiiit Pol, to the churcb 
of Notre Dame, to appeafe the peopje, who.^crc 
in great commotion,, where he heard mafs,. tad 
made hiis offerings. He jtben returned tx> the hotel 
dc Saint PoLwith his lordsj who din^ thcr«, ; 
^ This /accident was by degrees fqrgotteoi ind'bb? 
Sbquies, prayers and alm$ were made for ^ deiad. 
Ah, count Gafton dc Foi^ I hadft thou been alive 
wd heard of the cru^l death of this thy favoiirice 
fon> thou wouldft havip be^n fadly grieved^.for 
thou didft love hiq;i mw^i^y and I know not 4iow 
thou wouldft have been , co^iblcd. All the k>r4s 
and ladien in France, when they heard of this ac^ 
cident, were (hocked and grieved. 

But you, muft know, that pope Bof|ifiu:c 'and 
his cardinals at Rome were >well pleaied when thejs 
learnt the news^ becaufe the king was contrary tp 
their interefts. They faui ^mong themfelves,^ ip ; 
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a confiftory, that it was a fecond punifhmcnt fcnt 
by God, to make him take warning, for having 
fupportcd the anti-pt^pe ;of Avignon, Robert de 
GcnevCy who was falfe, proud and prefumptuous, 
and had never done one^ood aft in his whole lifc^ 
but had deceived the world. The pope and car- 
dinals rcfolved to fend in afccret manner and 
without pomp, a learned friar to the king of France, 
well inftrufted how to fpeak and preach, to at- 
tempt to bring him and the French nation back 
to the way of falvation. They maintained, that 
he was now gone aftray, and that beiiig the grcatcft 
king in Chriltendom, the church ought to be en- 
lightened and fupported by him more than by 
any other. 

They felefted a devout and fenfible man, whom^ 
they ordered to go into France ; but, before his 
dcpamare, they fully inftrufted him what to fay 
and how to aft. This was not fo quickly* done, 
nor did the envoy fopn arrive^^ for the diftance was * 
great, and he had many different ftatcs to pafs 
dirough. It was befide necefTary that the friar, 
who was a Francifcan monk, fhould know if the 
king of France were willing to fee him before he 
fct out. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

f 

' ' ■ ' . .* " ^- 

THE DUCHESS OF BERRY SUPPORTS THE LORD D* 
LA RIVIERE, IN OPPOSITION TO THE DUC.HBSS 
OF BUROUHDY. 

"tXTE will return to the affairs of France/ and 
fay how they were going on. Notwit^r 
(landing the king's recovery, the dukes of Berry 
and Burgundy did not defift from their attempts 
to ruin that valiant and prudent knight, the lord 
'de la Riviere. He and fir John le Mercicr were 
' ftill confined in the Baftille of Saint Anthony, un-» 
dcr the care of the vifcount d'Achy j and it w^ 
current throujgh Paris, that they w:ould be put .to 
death, infomuch that it was daily expefted they 
would be delivered over to the provoft of the 
Chatelet, and when once this was done nothing 
could prevent them from being publicly beheaded 
as traitors to the crown of France. From the ifl-. 
formation I then had, I am convinced their cxe- 
cution would have taken place, had not the ^acc 
of God been fhewn them, and the duchefs olf 
Berry exerted herfelf fo much. This good lady 
was inceffant in her entreaties for la Riviere, who 
had carried her to France and concluded her mar- 
riage, but not without great difficulty, with the 
duke of Berry. Sir John le Mercier was therefore 
fortunate in his fituation to Ihare the benefits of 

her 
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her .C3^rtioi;is. She freqiicfltly^ with, tears, gd*; 
drcflkd her lord, f^ying^ ' that be W4? inftigatca 
by the maHcIous and cjnvious infiauations of t;h«^ 
enemies of la Riviere tp keep hini fp iQng, in 
prifon, and confijTcate his inheritance. Ah> Wiy 
lord, yau make him a very iipgrateCul return for 
ail the pain3, he took, in bringing abgytour m^- 
riage, wKei), you thu? eonfent to hi$ ^pftruftioa. 
At \cs^, if you take his property, fp^re his life; 
fpr, if he he executed for the charges that .are fo 
ynjuftly made againft.him, I Ihallxiever again en- 
joy happinefs. My lord, I do not fay this from 
any feigned motive, bivt I really feel that it will 
weigh inoft heavily on my mind. I therefore 
pr^y God ypu will take proper in.e^fures for his 
dcJivcrancc' 

Tf^e duke perceiving Ihe was in earneft, and 
thajc her ,arguments were good, abated greatly his 
hatred to the lord de la Riviere, who would fooner 
have obtained his liberty j but they were defirous 
of putting to death fir John le Merciei:> and the/ 
could npt puni{h one without the othpr. This^ 
fir John le Mercier had wept fo Jonjg in priiop^ 
tliat.hc had almoft loft his eye-fight, 
. Had the duchefs of Burgundy been Uftened to . 
they wwld have fuffered ^ difgraceful and public 
death, without hopes of mercy, for (he hated, 
them becaufe they had, with fir Oliver de Cliflron> 
advifed the king of Frapce to make the expedition 
into Brittany, to deftroy her coufin the duke. She 
faid, that Cliflbn, le Mercier and la Riviere were 
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the caqfc . of the king*s illhcfs^ ivnich would ntvtt 
have happened, had they not pcrfuadcd him to un- 
dertake the war againft Brittany. 

You niuft know, that although the king was 
now in a tolerably good ftate of mental and bodily 
health, the dukes of Berry and Burgundfy did not 
refign the government of the kingdom ; Tand, as 
they had all the weight, they determined to have 
the profit alfo. To this end, they placed only 
their creatures about the king's perfon, who was 
,but a king in name, for the two dukes todk on 
themfclves to manage whatever concerned . the 
realm. The duchefs of Orleans was not pleafed 
that the duchefs of Burgundy ihould have tank 
fecond to the queen. She loved honour*, 'and faid 
to thofe in her confidence, — ' The duchefs bf 
Burgundy has, no right to take precedence of mc j 
lam nearer the crown of France than (he is, for 
my lord is brother to the king. It may fb hap- 
pen that he Ihall be king; and, as I then muft' 
be queen, I know no reafon why ihe is dius eager 
of honours that are not belonging to her and| txy 
place me behind her.* 

We will foi; a while leave thefe ladies, and' 
Ipeak of fome changes in France, and of fir Oliver 
de Cliflbn* and of the manner in which he wasf 
treated. ^ 
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CHAP. XV. 



tHS LORD DE COUCY RKFUSSS TO ACCEPT THE 
SWORD QF CONSTABLE'IN THE ROOM OR CLIS-* 

SON* THE DUKES OF BERRY AND BURGUNDY 

INVEST THE tORD PHILIP D'aRTOIS, COUilT 
D'EU, WITH IT, IN CONSIDERATION OF HIS 
MARRIAGE WITH THE LADY MARY OF BERRY,. 
WIDOW OF THE LORD LOUIS DE BLOIS. ^ 

yjQM have before heard that the conftable^w^^ 
^ fummoned^ publicly by the parliament of 
Paris, after an adjournment of fifteen days be- , 
tween each fummons, and how commiffioncrs were 
fent in putfuit of him to Brittany, but in vdn, 
for he concealed himfelf from them. Had they 
been able to have (poken to him, they would have 
ferved him perfonally with the orders of the court> 
and laid hahds oh him, according to the inflrudions 
they had received. 

When, on their return, they had given an ac- 
count of th(£ir miffion to the parliament, it was 
determined by the court and lords of parliament, 
that fir Oliver de Cliflbn, conftable of France^ 
had forfeited the proteftion of the court, and 
Ihould be banilhed France, and deprived of all 
offices and pofTcfliions he held within that king- 
dom; for that he had contumacioufly rcfufed obe- 
dience to the fummons of the great chamber, 
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diough fcdcd with their feal, and alfo had rcfufcd 
to fend back his fword of offidc. 

The dukes of Berry and Burgundy, with their 
councils, who all hated thfe cdnftable, and wiflied 
his ruin, faid they would provide a remedy ; for 
rfwB x>S&cc of cfifiTftftabte yi^te fe *6bfe, ahd <k Rich 
wdlght, it coold not tong retoain vAcSSit, lor fear 
6f accidents thit Might tiapp^^. 

The lord de Cducfy ^«rfes thb^aght thfe mofl: Tf)ro- 
per perfon tafiJl it-; but hfe excufed hirtiWf, tuid 
refafed pofirivdy t6 dcrc^pt bf it, thoagh he Qiould 
be forced to fcavfe Fiance. Whfen i*iey faw he 
was determined they looked elfewhere. At this 
iSlifire a tt*efa?y bf 'matrriagc was in agitation bt- 
fWe^^ the tefd S^ilifi d'Artcris and the young 
cMinftfs <de ©uftois, the widorw of the lord Louis 
kt Bl^Sj %Afd%fe king'of Prandc was weflmdihed 
•ihftt this *ham^ ^th his coiifm IhoulcJ calcc 
pto*, biit the ddke iif Berry refafed his confeitt j 
for the county of Eti is btit of irriall vabe, in 

» 

cdftipa'pilbn of what flit was intitled to firom heir 
ftrft union, and he looked to marry her more noblyl 
To ' fay the truth, the countefs was for beadly and 
goodfiefe, and every thing belonging to a noble . 
lady, worthy of the'higheft 'rank. 

The duke of Berry, however, was uhWilijirg to 
tfnger the kmg of FVance, who knew Wll that he 
Was folicited by many perfons 'for the h^nd of his 
daughter : lamdng whom were 'the young duke of 
ijorraine, -the count d'Armagnac, ^nd the ;ddrfft 
Ibn of the count de Foix and de 'Bearn. The 
king was avcrfc to all thefe prdpcJfds/ land faid 



I tlie duke of Berry,—* Fair uncle of Berry, we 
are not willing that our coufin, your daughter, 
ihould be fctcled at a diftance from the fleurs de, 
lis. We will provide a marriage for her, that 
Ihall be fiiitablc in all refpefts. We fee her with 
pleafure near us ; and k becomcth her not to leave 
Kcr mother-in-law, as they are nearly of the fame 
age.' Thefe words and others cooled the duke's 
^ntcntions of marrying his dau^ter otherwife than 
as k pleafed the king, who leant to his coufin, the 
iord Philip d'Artois. He was a young and gal- 
lant knight, and had acquired great renown in . 
arms, in the diflferenc expeditions he had made, 
as well near home as beyond fea, and was alfb 
much in [he favour of the knights and fquircs of I 
France. 

The dukes of Berry and Burgundy agreed, that i 
if the king would give to their coufin of Artoia , 
the office of conftablc of France, which was no^ ' 
vacant, from the fentcnce againft fir Oliver dc i 
CItflbn, the marriage with the lady Mary flioulA | 
t^e pkce ; for, in cafe he were conflrable, he | 
would be wealthy «iough to keep a becoming 
flaie. They refolved to fpeak to the king on thti 
futyeft, which they did, as fallov/s ; * My lord_^ 
your council recommends that our coufin, t 
iord Philip d'Artois, count d'Eu, be invcfted with, 
the office of conftable of France ; for Cliffon, hf 
the fentcnce of your judges in parliament, has 
forfeited it, and the office cannot longer be vacant ^ 
without great prejudice to the realm. You arc , 
boundcfi, as well as ourfelveSj to affid our cou 
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of Artois, for he is very nearly related to m by 
^blood f and, fincc fuch an office is vacant, we 
cannot better 'fill it than by fir Philip d'Ai;tois> 

, for he will ably- and loyally execute it, and is mych 
beloved by every knight and fquire, being without 
envy or avarice/ . 

^ This fpeeqh was very agreeable to the king, 
who gaily replied, that he would think of it, 
and, if the ofiice was to be difpofed of, he would 
rat*her the count d*Eu had it than any other. 
Things remained fome time in this ftate 5 but the' 
king was continually folicited by his uncles, who 
weredcfirousof advancing fir Philip d*Artois, an4 
4<^rading fir Oliver de Cliflbn ; for the duke of 
Serry hated him for the death of Bethifac, and 

^ the duke of Burgundy for his oppofition to the 
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duke of Brittany ; but the duchefs of Burgundy 
was yet more inveterate againft him than hct 
lord. 

The king at length gave his aflent, on condition 
tthe duke of Berry gave him his daughter. Butj 
before matters had proceeded thus far, in order 
to avoid difgufliing the king, and to iatisfy the 
duke of Orleans, who ftrongly fupported the lord 
de Cliflbn, fir William des Bordes, fir William 
Martel, both Jcnights of the king's chamber, and 
fir Philip deSavoifis, knight to the duke of Berry, 
were again fent to Brittany, to fpeak with fir 
pliver de Cjiflbn in the king's name. 

Thefe knights, having made their preparations, 
took their road through Angers, where they met 
the queen of Jeruialem and Joha of. Brittany, "vyho 
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handfoihely 'enccrtdncd theni> in honour of th< 
king. They remained ^t Angers two days, and 
inquired where they could find the lord de 
Cliflbn, for they had a very courteous meiSagc /to 
deliver to him from the king alone, who had or- 
dered them to Ipeak with hirti. They replied,' 
that they had not any pofitive intelligence where 
he was ; but they fuppofed he muft be in one of 
his caftles in Brittany : that he did not conftantly 
remain in any one, but moved from one to anothen 

At their departure, the knights took leaye of 
the queen, her fon Charles, prince of Tarentum, 
and John of Brittany, count de Penthicvre, and 
continued their journey to Rennes. The duke of 
Brittany had fhut himfelf up with his duchefs in 
Vannes, without making any excurfions abroad 
for fear of ambufcades, and meeting his adverfary 
Cliffon, as they were carrying on a murderous 
war againft each other. When their parties met, 
mercy was fliewn by neither, and the field w^s 
gained by the death of their opponents : if, there- 
fore, he felt alarmed, he had caufe for itj for, 
although the duke was fovereign of the country, 
there was not *a knight or fquire that would bear 
arms againft the lord de ClifTon. They diffcmblcd 
with the duke, faying, the quarrel did not any 
way concern them, . and ftaid at home without 
interfering. This the duke was forced to put up 
withi 

When the knights arrived at Rennes, they aHced 
where they could for certain find fir Oliver dc 
CUiTon, but no one could pofitivj^ly anfwer them. 

G 3 They 



They rttdrtd to ride to ch&tcau Jfoflelin^ and 
ircre well received by the vaffals of fir Olivcrj 
out o£ refpcft to the king of France. They in-^ 
<}tiired after their lord, and ^hcrc they Could (tt 
Jiimi for they wetc fent by the king afid the duke 
df Orleans to fpeak with him. They either ^ould 
oot^ or could not give them any fitisfaftdry ac-^ 
tount ; but f^id, in ekcUie for thernfelves and fii" 
Oliver,*-*'' Certainly, my lords^ nbt one of ilk 
kn6ws where to find him: to-day he is at one 
{>lace, to-hiorro^ at -another. You niay fafcly ride 
all over Brittany, fince you Come frotn the king i 
6md all the caftles and houfes of bur lord will be 
thrown open to you/ 

Perceiving they could not obtain ahy further 
infortnation, they left ch^ijeaii Joffclin, and rode to' 
all the caftlefe, both gitat! and fmall* of the lord 
d^ Cliffon, but without learning any thing rtiorc. 
They then wsuted on the duke and duchcfe at 
Vannes, who gave them a hearty welcome; but 
they only ftaid half a day with them, without dif- 
covering the obje6t of their fecret milEon, nor 
was the duke very inquifitive about their comings 
Xhtj did not fee fir PetCr Craon. On takii^ 
leave of the duke and duchefs, they fet out on 
cheir returti to Paris t6 the king and lords, who 
iwere expecting them. 

They gUve art account to the king and the ddkse 
of Orleans, of having vifited all the towns and 
caftles df the Ictfd de Cliflbn without feeing or 
gaining any certain intelligence of hirti. The 
flukes of Bej'ry and Burgundy were pkafcd tt 
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hearing this, and would not have wlAicd it otlicri 
wife. 

Shortly afterward, the marriage was confgmT 
mated between the lord Philip d'Anpis and thf 
lady Mary of Berry. He was appointed con- 
ftable of France, to enjoy all the privileges and 
emoluments of that office, although fir Oliver d(f 
Ciiffon had not refigned it nor fent back his fwori^ 
of office. He perfifted that he was ftill conft^ble. 
for that he had never done any thing againfl: thfl 
king or crown of France that could have der . 
prived him of ic. Things, therefpre, reinaine(J 
in this ftate. 



THE CONSTABLE pE CLISSON, DURING HIS AB« 
SENC£ FROM FRANCE, WAGES WAR 014' THX 
DUK.E PF BRITTANV. 

CIR Oliver de Cliflbn was fpon informed that th^ 
count d'Eu was nominated conftable of France, 
»nd was to do the duty and receive the profit} 
from the date of his appointment, y/kh the confent 
of the king of France, and that he had married the 
daughter of the duke of Berry, widow of lord Lewlj , 
of Blois. To a 11 this he was perfeftly indilFerent, for 
he felt that his loyalty and honour were as ^ri^ 
as ever, and that he had never done any thing 19 ' 
G 4 forfeit J 



«8 

forfeit cither agalnft the king or crown of France, 
bu( that all thefe proceedings originated in the 
hatred and malice of the dukes of Berry and Bur- 
gundy, which were fo great that they could not 
fonceal them. 

iThis determined the lord de Cliflbn to continue 
Jiis war with prudence and vigour againft the duke 
of Brittany. It was fevcre and bloody, for neither 
party, when th^y met, made a fham of fighting, 
but killed each other without mercy. The lord 
^e ^iiffon rode frequently from one of his caftles 
to another, and laid more ambufcades than the 
duke, finding himfclf fuperior in numbers to op- 
pofe him. None of the Breton chivalry would 
interfere by bearing arms on either fide ; bqt, wheii 
the duke fcnc for them, they came to know wh^t 
he wanted. He demanded from them aid and ad-, 
vice to corredl his vaflal, fir Oliver dc ClifTon, who 
had greatly niifbehavedhinifelf towards him. The 
barons of Brittany, fuch as the vifcount de Rohan, 
the lord dp Pii?ant, fir Hermcn de Lyon;, and 
many more, cxcufed themfelves, faying, they were 
unintereftcd u\ this quarrel, and would not there-* 
fore bear arms againfl the lord de Cliflbn s but 
that jhey woul^ heartily labour to mediate between 
the duke ^nd him, if they knew hqw, or faw any ^ 
probability qf ?fl:abliihing peace between them. 

The duke feeing he could no way prevail on them 
to join him, and that in this warfare he was lofing 
more men than the lord de ClifiTon, confeqted to 
*|end the above named barons to treat with him, and 
|?ring^ hij*, under fafe paflports, to Vaftncs, that 

they 
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they might confer together. They were to add, 
that he would find hirp courteous and well inclined 
to liften to any reafonable terms; and, if he had 
treated him with contempt, he wonld make fuch 
reparations as thofe he addrefTcd ihould think 
proper. 

The knights willingly undertook the miffion, for 
the fake of doing good, and fet out in fearch of fir 
Oliver dc Cliflbn, whom I believe they found at 
chateau Joffelin. They told him the meffage they 
were charged with from the duke, and urged him 
ftrongly to accept of peace ; for a war between 
them was very unbecoming, difpleafing to the no- 
bles, and highly oppreflive to the lower orders in 
Brittany. * Sir Oliver,* faid they, * we are thus 
prcfltog, in the hope that you will be pleafed to 
wait on our lord j and, for \y our fafety and fecurc 
return, we pledge ourfelves to remain in your 
caftle of Joffelin, without ever ftirring beyond 
the gates. We imagine, that when our lord and 
you Ihall confer together, you will very fpeedily 
fettle your differences, for we left him with, the 
b^ intentions towards you.' 

To this fjjcech, fir Oliver replied, — * My good 
firs>. what advantage can my death be to you ? Do 
you think I know not the duke of Brittany ? Moft 
certainly I do j and he is too haughty and revenge- 
ful, whatever he may have affured you relative to 
my fecurity and fafc return, not to refolve the mo- 
ment I ftiall be in his prefencc to have m« put to 
death, in fpite of his promifes to you ; and, if I 
be jdllcd, your fate will be the fame, for my people 

wiU 
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w|U of CQurfe retaliate on you. It is^ therefore^ 

' much better we run not fuch riiks. I will guard 

myfelf well againil him s and let him^ if he pleafe^ 

do the fame/ 

* Faiir coufin,* replied fir Charles de Dinant^ 
* you may fay what you pleafc ; we have not fcea 
him ihew any wifti to have you killed, if he could 
converfe with you in the manner we have pro-* 
pofedi but, on the contrary, the ftrongeft defir^ 
to accommodate all matters of difpute. W^ 
' therefore, for him and for ourfelves, beg yoii will 
donfent to it/ 

Sir Oliver anfwercd, — * I believe firmly, that 
you wifli me every good ; but, on the fecurity he 
offers through you, I will not advance on^ ftep. 
However, fincc you arc all fo caroeft in the bur 
finefs, for which it behoves me to thank you^ | 
well mention on what term$ I will come to him f 
$id you (hall, if they be agreeable to you^ qariy 
tiiem buck as my final anfwer. On your return^ 
. you will tell the duke, that I will not accept other 
pledge fi^r ttiy fafety than his only ton, who is he^ 
trothed to a princcfs of France. Let him fend faini 
hither -to remain under the guard of my men^ in 
ch&teau Joffetin, undl I he returf^ed^ ^d I wiJU t^a^ 
fee out to wait on him. This mode is more ^re^ 
able to me than my other, and alfo more rea-r 
fon»blc ; for were you to remwa here m hoftagesj 
as you offer, who would there be to <iegodaCf ^ 
treaty ? or who would be the mediators between 
us ? and how, without your interfcreacc, ih?Ul 9^t 
ever come to an agreemeitt V 

When 



91 

When the three barons faw he waJ determined^ 

Acy took leave of the lord dc CHfibn, and return-^ 

cd to Vanties, to relate to the duke what fir Oliver 

had faid. In regard to fending his fon to chateau 

Jofielin, the duke abfoliitely refufcd, and the war 

continued on the fame footing as before, fo that no 

rotrchanw or others dared to travel through the 

tountry. vAU commerce was at a ftand in Brittany^ 

which was fcverely felt in the cities and large towns t 

even thip labourers in hufbandrywcrealfo in a ftata 

of idlenbis* 

The duchefs of Burgundy aflifted her coufin as 
ttiuch as flie could with men at arms from Bur- 
gundy and elfcwhere, for the duke could not pre.* 
v^oa his fubjedls to take part in the war, and thft 
knights and fquircs, excepting thofe of his houfe«- . 
hold, diffemble4 their opinions. 

On the other hand, .the duke of Orleans, wh6 
was attached to the conftabje, fnpported him un* 
dcrhand, and fent him men at arms and good 
courfcrs to re-mount his men. Sir Oliver madt 
more frequent excurfions than the duke, and it 
happened that he met with two of the doke'k 
fquires who wer^-^oing on his bufinefs : one of 
tiiefti was called BcJrnard, and the other Yvonnct: 
they could neither fly nor avoid falling into fir 
OHver's hands, who was rejoiced at it, for he wifi 
WcH icqyftinted with them. One had in formdr 
times 'dtint him a fcrvice, the other the cOntmry, 
which he then recollefted. They were much 
frightened at being thus caught, amd fir Oliver ad- 
drdOed theffl>-f-* i)oii: thou jftffiemt^F^ Yvonnec, 

how 
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how cruelly thou behavcdft to mc in the caftle 
of Ermine, near Vannes, when thou didft fbutme 
up in a dungeon. Thou, Bernard, then hadft 
pity on me, and pulling off thy coat, becaufe I 
was only in my doublet and lying on the pave- 
ment, gaveft it me, to cover me from the cold. , I 
Vill now return that friendfliip, by fparing thy life; 
,but as for this wicked traitor, Yvonnct, who might 
have avoided, if he plcafed, the cruelty of his con- 
dud, he fball fuffer/ At thefe wo^-ds, he drew his 
dagger, and flew him on the (pot. He then con- 
tinued his courfe without touching the fervants. 

Another time, fir Oliver de Cliffon, with about 
three hundred lances, was riding before the caftle 
of Auray, in which were the duke and duchefs. 
He met about forty of the duke!s varlets, who 
had tied their horfes to trees, for it was near Midr 
fummer, and, having cut fome hay, were truffing 
it up to carry, like foragers, to their lodgings. 
Sir Oliver galloped among them,, without other 
harm than the fright he put them to, and faid,— r 
* How dare you take the field, and carry away the 
harveft of the farmers ? You have not fown this, 
and are cutting it before it is ripe : you have be- 
gun yx>ur harveft too foon. Come take up your 
fey thes, and mount your horfes : for this time I 
will do you no harm j but go and tell the duke of 
Brittany, who I know is in Auray, to come hither^ 
.or fend his men to receive me i and that Ciiflbn 
informs him he will remain here until fun-fet.* 

The varlets were happy in their efcape, for thcjr 
thought they fliould all be killpd, therefore . they 
*^ i picked 



93 - 

|ncked up their fcythes> mounted their horfes, arid 
returned to the duke in Auray. I doubt not they 
punftually delivered the meffage, but the duke 
neither Tallied out himfelf, nor fcnt any of his rficn 
to , meet fir Oliver de Cliflbn. Such Ikirmiflies 
paflcd often between them, but the principal inha- 
bitants never interfered. 

. We will now leave the affairs of Brittany, and' 
icturn to thofe of France and England. 



CHAP. XVII. 

■ 

A TREATY OP PELAGE IS CONCLUDED BETWEEN 
. THE KINGS OF FRANCE AND ENGLAND, 

THROUGH THE MEDIATION OF THEIR UN-' 

CLES. ' 

\rOU have before heard of the conferences that 
* were held at Amiens on a peace between 
France and England, and on what terms the duke 
of Llancafter had gone back. The Englifh were 
unwilling to confent to a peace, notwithftandihg 
Ac king, the. dukes of Lancafter and York, and 
all the commiffioners who had been at Amiensi 
ftrongly urged it; for the majority of the com- 
mons were defirous of war; and two thirds of the 
young knights and fquires knew not how to employ 
themfelves : they had learnt idlencfs, and looked 
to War as the means of fupport. However, they 

were 
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iKTcre forced to fubmit to the opinions of ohe Idngj 
liis undcsj and the more intelligent parit of At 
nation. 

The duke of Lancafter, confidering chc matter^ 
as well in regard to the welfare of his two slaugh- 
ters, the queens of Caftilie and Portugal, as i$ 
rcfpeft to his nephew, the king of England, wbd 
was grcady inclined to peace, took much pains to 
bring it about, becaufe he thought it would likt^ 
wife be for the honour and advantage of Eng- 
land. 

On the part of France, the duke of Burgundy 
greatly exerted himfelf, for he found the whole 
weight of the government retted on him ; Rnce his 
nephews, the king and the duke of Orleans,' were 
^ak in body and mind. He w;a$ Qf great powQp 
by his marriage with the bcirefs of Flandei:S> ^and 
daily expe&ing to inherit Brabant alfo. l£^ there- 
fore, in times to come, thefe countries ib^uld 
quarrel with France, and unite themfelves, as they 
4iad formerly done, with England,, they woqld Ij'C 
an overmatch for her. 

. The duke of Burgundy was ^ Jong-f^ghted poli^ 
jtician, as J was told by. thofe who opght to kqpwj 
and he and the duke of i^apcaftcr effc/fted tjiat^tbf 
conferences fhould be renewed at LeulinglK% 
fvhere they had before been held, and that thc.-pooii* 
miflioners >fbould have full powers to co^cludf^jl 
jpeace. Tlve conferences were to be holden \sk^ 
£nfuing month of May, at LeulingheQ, in the ye^ 
(of grace 13 9 j^ It had been thus ^gr^cd to tgr 
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both partres, and commiflioners were appointed 
by eachk'mg. 

On the part of the king of England, were hii 
two iincles the dnkes of Lancafter and Glocelter i 
Als laft was very popular with the commons of 
England, and all othtrs who preferred war to peace. 
From among die pretates were felefted the arch- 
bilhop of York, the bilhop of London, and other 
derks learned in rh« laws to expound the Latin 
letters. 

Thefe lords* repaired to Calais foon after St. 
George's day, which is always celebrated at Wind- 
for wirh great feaftings by the knights of the 
bUie garter. The dukes of Berry and Burgundy 
made preparations for coming to Boulogne, that 
they might 'be "near at hand to the place of con- 
ftrence. 

The kmg of France fiiewed great impatience 
for peace, as the wars had laftcd too long ; and he 
faid to his uncles, that he would fix his relidence 
near to Leulinghen, to prove how eager he was is 
the matter, and to be ready at hand if neceflary. 
It was propofed that he Jliould be at Saint Omer, 
on the frontiers of Calais, or at Theroucnne, Mon- 
trucil or Abbeville ; but the laft place was deter- 
mined on for his refidence, as it was large and 
convenient, and the court could eafily be lodged on 
the banks of the beautiful river Somme. 



• In the FtEdem the commifli oners are, — the duke of Lan- 
cafter, — the duke of Glocefter, — Walter bifliop of Durham,— 
Thomas car! Marfhal, governor of Calais,— fir Thomafi Percy. 
S Lewis Ciifford.— Richard Rouhali, aofloi' of laws. 
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When this was fixed, great preparations w^rtf 
ttiadc for the reception of the king in Abbevilki 
and tlie abbey of Saint Peter, as being a large and 
handfomc edifice of the benediftine riionks, was 
chofcn for his lodgings. Thither came the king 
of France, accompanied by his brother, the duk^ 
of Orleans, and fir Reginald de Corbie*, chanr 
cellor of France, The dukes of Berry and Bur- 
gundy, with the other commiflloners, were at Bou« 
' logne, and the duke of Lancafter and his company 
at Calais. 

It was a handfome ftiow to fee the llate and 
a,rray of the French and Englifh commiflloners, 
when they opened the conferences at Leulinghen, 
between Boulogne and Calais. There were tent? 
and pavilions erefted for thepi to take refrelh-s 
mcnts, or fleep in on occafion ; and two or three 
days in the week the commiflloners met, and wcihe 
frequendy nine hours difcuflTing the preliminaries 
for a peace, in a large and handfome pavilion that 
^ad been pitched for their aflembling in. " . 

It was told me, (for I John FroiflTart, the writer 

of this hifl:ory, was at Abbeville, that I might 

learn the truth of what was pafling) by thofe whio 

\yere well informed, that after the procurations 
from the two kings had been verified as to thic 

commiflloners' powers of concluding a peace, the 
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f. I imagine this muit be a miibke^ though the MSS. are the 
fame ; for Pierre de Giac was chancellor after fir Miles des Dor-^ 
mansy and died 1407. A maud de Corbie fucceeded him> and 
died 1413. — Hbnault, 

French^ 
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l^rench projipfed that Cal^ fliould be (6 denio- 
lifhcd, as thait it could never again be made ha- 
bitable. The dukes of Lancaftcr and Glocefte? 
inftantly anfwercd, that they needed not have made 
this propofition, for that Calais would be the very 
laft town the crown of England would part with ; 
and that if they intended this as a bafis for treating, 
there was an end to the bufinefs, for they would 
not hear further on the fubjeft. The diikes of 
Berry and Burgundy, perceiving their coufins of 
England fo determined, dropped the matter, fot 
they found rt would be vain to prefs it, . arid dif- 
courfed on other topics. 

The Englifh, for a long time, demstnded refti- 
tution of every thing that had been yielded to the 
late king Edward, and, in addition to thefd 
territories, the balance of the ranfoiti thit had been 
due when the war was renewed between Fra4ce anfl 
England. This was refitted ftrenuoufly by the 
French dukes, who argued themfelveS, ^nd by 
their learned clerks, on the linreafonablfenefs of 
the. demand. The two dukes and the ehancellot 
of France replied with temper, — * that with re- 
gard to the firft demand, that the whole of the 
territory that had been yielded to the king Edward 
fliould be reftored, it was impoflible j for the in- 
habitants of the towns, caftles and lands, which 
had been aflTigned to England by the treaty df 
Bretigny, and afterwards confirmed at Calais, itx 
the year 1360, were tob adverfc to fuch reftora- 
tion i and the' king of France, to .whom they had 
voluntarily furrendcred themftflveSj had, in con- 
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cqucnce, accepted their liomagc, >gr»Atcd them 
protcftipn, and fuch other privileges, on his royal 
word, as could not be broken; and that, if they 
wifhed for peace, they muft offer other preli- 
minaries. 

It was then refolved, between the four dukes, 
on whom it folely depended, whether there fhould 
be peace or war, that each party fhould reduce to 
writing their different grounds of treating, and mu- 
tually deliver thepi to each other, to corifider of 
them at their leifure, with their clerks, learned in 
the laws, who had accompanied them, and deter- 
mine on what parts they could agree to, and what 
would not be accepted. This was affented to by 
all ; for the dukes were before much fatigued in 
hearing the various papers read and difcuflccli 
more cfpecially the Englifh commiffioners ; for, as 
it was carried on in French, they were not fo well 
ufed to the fineffc and double meanings of ;hat 
language as the natives, who turned and twifted it 
to their own advantage at pleafure. The Englifh 
* oppofcd this, for they wifhed every thing to be 
made clear and intelligible to every one. 

The French accufcd the Englifh of having, at 
various times, infringed the articles of the peace, 
anji offered to prove it by written documents, and 
the word of their, king, as well as by the judg- 
ment of the pope. This made the Englifh more 
diligent to have every thing made out plain ; and, 
' whenever they found any thing obfcure in the pro- 
pofals that had been given them from the Freftch 
commifTioncrs, which they examined carefully and 

at 



99 

at feifurc, they made their clerks dcrti^d from thft 
dukes of Berry and Burgundy how they under* 
ftood fuch cxpreflionsj ^or the EngliJh dukes 
would not pafs over an article th^t had the leaft 
tendency to a double meaning ; and whatever they 
did not clearly underftand they had erafcd in their 
prefence, declaring they would not allow of any 
thing that could bear a mifconftruftion, for tha) 
the French, who had been from their youth trained' 
to fuch things, were more fubtle than the Englifli* 

So many difficulties greatly lengthened the con- 
ferences ; and tlie Englifh held themfelves obliged 
to demand reilitution of all the lands dependant 
on Aquitaine, and their profits fince the; commence- 
ment of the war, as they had been charged to do 
by the parliament of England. This the French 
would not agree to : they were willing, indeed, to ' 
yield the countries of Tarbes, Bigorre, Agen and 
the Agenois, with Perigord, but declared they 
would never reftore Cahors, Rouergue, Qucrcy 
.and Limoufin, nor give up any part of Pohthieu 
or Guines more than the Englifh poflcfTcd at thd 
prcfent moment. 

On thcfe groimds things remained : they ftood 
out for upwards of fifteen days, and only came to 
the conclufion that it (hould be laid before the two 
kin§s : to forward the bulinefs, the dukes of Berry 
and Burgundy ofiered to fct out for Abbeville, to 
inform the king of France of all that had paffed j 
and^if he wotild acquiefce in the Englifh propofals, 
they would not oppofe them. They entreated, on 

Ha the 
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the other hand> their coufins to write to king 
Richard^ and amicably let him know what they 
had done i for he had, for two years paft, (hewn 
the moft anxious defire for peace between Eng-r 
land, France and ^11 their allies. 

The two dukes promifed compliance;, but you 
muft know, as I was well informed, the duke of 
Glocefter was more difficult to perfuade than his 
brother, and he had been purpofely choien his 
colleague, by thofe who preferred war to peace, 
becaufe they knew he would not affent to any 
thing that was in the lead: difhonourable to his 
country. 

The four dukes then feparated in a moft friendly 
manner, having been nine days in conference. The 
Englifli commiffioners returned to Calais, and the 
French to Boulogne, whence they fet out for Ab- 
beville. They found there the king of France^ 
who was amufing himfelf, he having taken a 
liking to the place. There is fcarcely any city iq 
France more pleafandy fituated ; and within it is a 
handfome inclofed garden, partly furrounded by 
the river Somme, in which the king fpent much 
of his time, and often fupped there, telling his 
brother and council that the air of Abbeville had 
done his health great good. 

At this time, L6on king of Armenia was ^th 
the king of France : he was juft come from 
Greece and the frontiers of his own kingdotQ^ 
into which he dared not venture ; for the Turks 
had conquered, and kept poflcflion of it as 
well as other places, in defiance of the world, 

except- 
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"excepcing the'ftrong town of Comch**, finiated on 
the fea-fliore, which the Genoefe had ftrongly 
garrifoncd and guarded againft the Turks; for, if 
they had poiTeffion of this place, they would gricv- 
oufly harafs by fea the Cyprotes, and other Chrif- 
tians of Rhodes and Candia. 

The king of Armenia would gladly have feen a 
peace concluded between France and England, 
that fuch knights and fquircs as wilhed for deeds of 
arms might travel to Greece, and afiift him in the 
recovery of his kingdom. The king received 
kindly his two uncles at Abbeville, and made them 
good cheer. He alked how the treaty was going 
on, and how they were themfelves. They having 
related to him the true ftatc of affairs, and how all 
had pafled, he was well contented, and tcftified 
his joy and wilhes for peace. 

In like manner, the two Englifh dukes, on their 
arrival at Calais, had written to the king of Eng- 
land the demands and anfwers made to themj 
which, being feaicd, were forwarded to him. In 
reply to which, the king had defired they would 
proceed in the treaty, for the war had lafted long 
enough, to the ruin of the country, and the flaugh- 
ter of chivalry, and the great weakening of Chrif- 
tendom. 'This might,' he added, 'have ferious 
confequences; for Bajazet with his Turks were 
advancing towards the kingdom of Hungary, and 
were now in Wallachla, as letters to France and 
England had brought information.' 
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T1^ time was now come for the ictumof the 
tow dukes and commiQioners to the itnt^^: of 
the conferences at Leulinghen; With the French 
lords caipe the king of Armenia, to remonftrate 
with\the Ei^liih on his diftrefiuig fituation: he 
was well known to the diikc of Gloceftcr, when he 
had viiited England during the threatened invafion 
from France, who had Ihewn him many civilities, 
^nd carried him to a beautiful caftle he bad in 
JEflexxallcd Plofliy. The dukes of Lancafter and 
Glo^fftcr. received him well, particularly the laft, 
pu, account of former accjuaintance. They pa* 
tiently Mened to all his greivances, and repl|^ ifo 
gracioufly that he was well contented with them. 
At theft conferences many different propofals were 
made, ami the cardinal de Luna^i in hopes of 
being heard by the commiflioner, had made a 
Jong ,itay at Abbeville, whither he had been fent 
as legate by pope Clement for the affairs of the 
^urch^ He was . lodged at the convent of th^ 
Cordeliers, on the ;, river Sorame, The French 
wanted; to infer t in their preliminaries fome articles 
l-elatiye to the church and to the fupport of this 
Roherj; de Geneve, who ftiled himfelf pope : but 
when . the Englifh dukes obferved this, they Hep- 
ped forward with courage, &ying to their coufins 
of Franccj— ^ Take away this legate: we want 
not to , h^ his Ipeeches : it has not becA without 
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• The cardinal de Lana> an Arragonian, was anti-pope after 
Ike 4eaUi of C leaa ent, under the name of jBgnedift XIIL See 
more of his turbulent life in Muratori, &;c. 
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fu]I)r weighing their merits that we have determined i 
which of the popes to obey. We defire, thercr 1 
fore, not to hear any thing on this fubjefti aiu^l 
£hould he again come forward under your prOr j 
teftion, we will break up the conference and rcr 4 
turn home.' 

From this lime, nothing more was laid of the ■] 
cardinal, who remained quiet in Abbeville. Thci 
lords now pulhed forward the treaty with fuck 1 
fuccefs that it was brought to a happy conclulloiiy J 
and to the fatisfaftion of all parties. 

The four dukes faw their refpeftive kings wer? { 
anxious for peace, more efpecially the king qf'l 
France, who, when the duke of Lancafter had J 
taken leave of him at Amiens during the form« 
Conferences, had faid, — •* Fair coulin, I beg you 
to exert yourfelf that there may be a folid peace j 
between my brother of England and me, tliat i 
we may afTift our coufm the king of Hungary 
againft Bajazet, who is fo powerful in Turkey.' 

The duke of Lancafter had promifed the king ' 
to do his utraoft ; and indeed it was through his | 
rcmonftrances with his nephew, king Richari^ ' 
his brothers, and the parliament, that the con" ' 
ferences were renewed at Leulinghen, to eftabliib 
a peace, if' poflible, to the honour of Englani 
The duke of Glocefter was much colder in the 
matter, and carefully noticed all the contentioiM 
fpeeches of the French, faying, the French always.j 
wilhed to fight with both hands. He made la J 
ftrong an oppofition, that the adverfe party per- 
ceiving it, fent a fquire of honour, and of the 
H 4 bed 
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bed chamber and council of the king of FratlCc, 
to the duke: his name was Robert rHcrmitci 
.and this is what he faid, for the duke related to 
me the words at his caftle of Plefhy. • My lord, 
for the love of God do not longer oppofc a peace. 
You fee how diligent our lords of France are in 
jpromoring it, and it will be charity in you to join 
them, for the war has laftcd too long ; and, when 
kings wifh for peace, their relations and fubje^bs 
ought to obey.* 'Robert, Robert,' replied x the 
duke of Glocefter, * I wifti not to prevent a peace i 
"but you Freljchnlen ufe fuch fpecious words, be- 
yond our undci'ftanding, that, when you will, yoO 
may urge them as flgnifying war or peace as you 
fliall choofe. In this manner has the biifinefi 
Jiitherto been condufted, diffemHing always until 
you have gained your end. If my lord, the king, 
had believed me, and the majority of thofe who 
arc bound to ferve him, there never would have 
been peace with France, until you had rcftored to 
us all you have taken through treacherous caufes, 
as is known to God, and to all who will fearch 
into the bufincfs. But, fince my lord inclines to 
peace, you are in the fight to prcfs it forward ; 
5t is juft that we (hould alfo approve of it, and 
fince peace is fo much wifhed for are we here 
aflfembkd : let it, however, be will kept on your 
Ude, as it (hall be on ours.' On faying this, the 
duke of Glocefter went away. Robert rHermite, 
^t {he fame time, took his leave, and returned to 
\;\% pQuntry'mcn. I will no? protraft the fubjca: 

lopgeip 
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longer, but come to the conclufion, as the matter 
requires it. 

The' four dukes, having full powers from their 
•rcfpcftive monarchs, to conclude a truce or peace, 
•continued their conferences with fuch fuecefs, that 
the report in Abbeville was current of a peace 
having been made between France, England and 
Acir allies. But I, the author of this hiftory, 
irtio at the time refided in Abbeville, to learn 
news, could never underftand that a peace had 
been concluded : only the truce had been pro- 
longed for four years, on fca and'^lfend, betweeil 
all the parties. It was imagined that, before the 
ci^irarion of this term, all the territories and lord- 
ftips in Languedoc, that ,were to revert to the 
lungs of England and their heirs for ever, would 
be furrendered to king Richard, or to his com-, 
miffioners. 

In return for the giving up fo many towns, 
caftles and lordfhips, which had been agreed to by 
Ac commiffioners for peace^ the dukes of Lan- 
^r and Glocefter eftg^ed that their captains,' of 
.'Whatever nation they might be, who held pofTefiion 
of different forts in France, that were to revert to 
the king of France, fhould evacuate them, and 
ceafe from carrying on any war under the name 
^d pretext of the king of England or the Englifh. 
AH the articles of the truce were fairly written 
out, figned and fcalcd by the different lords^ and 
copies of them fcnt to the two kingS;, before they 
parted, at Lculinghcn. 

The 
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Tbe king of England was very impatient to 
hear of peace being concluded, and his imclcs, 
knowing this, determined to fend him an exprefs 
with the news : they called to them a herald, 
named Marche, who was king at arms in £nglan4» 
and wrote to the king by him the whole detail of 
what had been agreed on, and figned by both par^ 
tics. The herald was rejoiced to receive thefc 
letters from the dukes, and, leaving the EnglUh 
teats, rode to Calais, where he hired a fifbing- 
boat, and, by the grace of God, a favourable 
wind, and tjiQ exertions of the fifherniien» wa^ 
fpeedily landed at Dover. . He then continued his 
journey undl he came to London, where he found 
the king. On his arrival, he was introduced into 
the king's chamber, becaufe he was cocpe frotii 
Calaisji where the king's uncles were negotiating '» 
peace. He prefentcd his letters ; and the; kingi 
having perufed them, was fo weH pka&d with 
their contents^ ami the good news he had brought^ 
that he gave him very rich gifts, and a handfpme 
annuity, as the herald told me afterwards wlica 
VuUng with him through part of England. . 
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CHAP. xvm. 

THE TREATY OF PEACE IS NEARLY BROKEK OT^ 
BY POPE BONIFACE, AND BY THE KINO Of 
FRANCE RELAPSING INTO HIS FOFMER ILL« 
* NESS. 

T ET us return to the commiffioners from France 
and England at Leulinghcn. When they 
plcafcd they lived in tents, which were prepared 
for them in great 'numbers and magnificence. 
The Englifli were very attentive to the verification 
of the different papers, that nothing obfcure or 
doubtful <might remain. They examined every 
paper, and had every expreffion made clear before 
they figned them. 

From an event that happened, the negotiations 
which had taken up fo much dme were near being 
broken off. I will fay what it wa3 r for in matters 
. of hiftory every thing fliould be det^led, that 
the truth may be more apparent. You have 
heard that the king of France had made a long 
ftay at Abbeville : he took pleafure in the place^ 
But his ftay was prc^onged on account of the treaty 
that was going forward at Leulinghen. 

Juft at the condufion of the treaty, the dukes of 
Laocafter and Glocefter declared it was the inten* 
tion of king Richard and the parliament, that pop^ 
Bomface, who was acknowledged for the true 
pope by the Romans^ GermaA^^ Hungarians, 

Lombards^ 
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Lombards, Venetians, Englilh, and by all Chrif- 
tcndom except France, fhould be received as fuch, 
and the perfon who ftiled himfelf pope Clement 
be degraded and condemned. This propofal, 
the two dukes faid, they had been fpecifically 
ordered to make by the three eftates of Eng- 
land. 

When the dukes of Berry and Burgundy heard 
this, to pleafe their coufms of England, and to 
prevent the treaty from being interrupted, they 
dcfired, in a friendly way, to have a little time 
to confider what they had propofed. It being 
granted, they confulted together ^ and the duke of 
Burgundy eloquently and prudently anfwered as 
follows, to foften the' matter to the Englilh dukes : 
— ' It does not feem to us at\y way proper that 
we fhould intermix with our negotiations the dif- 
pute between the two popes. My brother of 
Berry and myfelf are fomewhat furprifed how you 
could have propofed it, for at the beginning of the 
conferences you objefted to the prefence of the 
cardinal de Luna, who is now at Abbeville as It- 
gate from the pope,- and refiifed to hear any thing 
he had to fay. We had before determined that 
when the cardinals elefted Urban for pope, itfid 
on his death Boniface, the cleftions were null, for 
no one «ither from your country or ours was fuih*- 
moned to them ; and the eleftion of him who calls 
himfelf Clement and rcfides at Avignon is, fiom 
the fame caufe, in the like predicament. Wc do 
not deny that it would be great charity in thofe 
who could attend to it, to appeafe and put an end 

to 
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to this fchifm in the church. But, in regard to 
ourfelves, we muft refer the matter to the univer- 
fity of Paris ; and, when all our bufinefs hexc fhall 
be concluded by a folid peace, we will, in con- 
junfliion with the council of our coufin the king of 
Germany, willingly attend to this matter, as you 
^ may do bn your fide.' 

This reply of the duke of Burgundy was agree- 
able to the Englifh dukes, for it feemed reafon- 
able, and they anfwered, ' You have well fpoken : 
let the matter now reft, and be as you fay," The 
negotiations were going on as well as before ; but 
there fell out,^ juft at the conclufion, a great hin- 
diance by the king of France relapfing into ^thc 
fame frenzy by which he was afflifted in the pre- 
ceding year. He had remained at Abbeville until 
near Midfummer, at the abbey of Saint Peter, 
faffing his time in a variety of amufements. The 
fifft that noticed his relafpe was a Norman knight, 
called fir William Martel, who was employed the 
moft about the king's perfon. 

The dukes of Berry and Burgundy were at the 
time at Leulinghen or Boulogne, bringing the con- 
ference to a clofe, or at leaft finifliing all that could 
be done this year. The moment the duke of 
Orleans perceived the ftatc of the king's health, 
he fenc information to his uncjes by a favourite 
fquirc of his own, called Boniface, an agreeable 
man. The two dukes, on hearing this unfortu- 
nate intelligence, fet out as fpeedily as they could ; 
for they had already taken leave of their coufins of 
Engiandi who were returned to Calais to wait for 

information 
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duke of Brittany. 

It had been propofed at the conferences^ that as 
the caftlc of Cherbourg in Norman^iy, had been 
mortgaged to the kin^ of England for fixty thou- 
iand noblesj who in confequence had pofleflion, it 
ibould be reftorcd to the king of Navarre, on the 
king of France repaying the fixty thoufand no- 
bles ; and in like manner was the caftle of Breft to 
be furrcndered to the duke of Brittany. The dukes 
of Berry and Burgundy did not wait for the con- 
clufion of diefe two articles, but haftened to Abbe- 
ville, where, to their forrow, they found the king 
in a very poor ftate of health. 

The king's diforder was kept iecret as long as 
poflible, but in fuch cafes it is very foon publicly 
known* 

The court at Abbeville was fhortly difperiedj 
and every one retired to his home. Councils 
were holden as to the proper place the king fhould 
be conveyed to, and in refpeft to his management. 
The cafUe of Crcil was again fixed on for his refi- 
dence, whither he was carried in a litter. The 
weather was now fo hot, that diey rcftcd die day 
and only travelled the night feafon : die king was 
attended to Creil by his brodier and the duke of 
Berry, The duke of Burgundyi went to Artob, 
and thence vifited Flanders, having met his dtxiiels 
at the cafble of Hedin. 

The lord de la Riviere and fir John k Mercicr 
teemed entirely forgotten : no one fpoke of tiiem^ 
nor interfered in thdr delivery firom prilbo. Tliis 
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fckpic of the Icirig had, however, greatly excul- 
pated them for die accofetiohs pf having been 
the caufe of his firft illnefs in the eyes of the pub- 
Ec. The wifeft in France had now learnt, that 
from the weaknefs of his nerves, he was naturally 
inclined to this difordcr, which had been brought 
forward with greater force from the exceflcs he had 
indulged in. It was much regretted by thofe who 
Iwihcd his recovery that mafter William de Harfc- 
ley was no more, for his relatives knew not where 
to feck a prudent phyfician that was acquainted 
with his diforder. It was, however, a matter, of 
fteceffity to make the beft ufc of fuch as they 
had. :. ^ 



CHAP. XIX, 

THE DEATH OF POPE CLEMENT AT AVIGNON.— 
THE ELECTION OF POPE B£NEDICT.-wA LEARNED 
CLERKj IN THE ARCHBISHOPRICK OF ^HEIMS^ 
SUPPOBTS THE RIGHT OF THE SEE OF.AVIGNON^ 
BY HIS SPEECHES AND PREACHINGS. 

TN the month of September, of this year, 
■ Robert de Geneve, whom we have called pope 
in our hiftory, died at his palace in Avignon; 
It happened to him juft jas he had wiflied, that he 
might die pope. He died indeed with the honour 
and ftatc I have mentioned, but whether he en- 
joyed 
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joyed tKdc wrongfully or not, I fliall not pretead 
to determine^ ibr fuch matters do not belong 
tome. 

The cardinals at Avignon were much furprifed 
at this event, and refolved to form a conclave in 
hafte^ and ele& one from among themiclves as hia 
fucceflbn 

The health of the king of France was again 
b^;inning to return^ to the great joy of all who 
loved him, and his good queen, who had been in 
great aflUAion. She was a valiant lady, whom 
God corredcd and loved: Ihe had made many 
proceffionSj and given great alms, in hopes of his 
recovery, in fcveral parts of France, but efpecially 
in Paris. 

The coDege of cardinals at Avignon, as I was 
then informed, cjeded pope the cardinal legate de 
Luna. To fay the truth, he was a devout manj 
and of a contemplative life ; but they had chofen 
him fubject to the approbadoa cf the king of 
France and his council, oAcrwiie thev would not 
have been able to maintain :he:r election. Con- 
Csier how much the church n^uil have been de- 
graded by diis fchifm, wher» tho:e who weie, or 
oi^t to have been fnrc, thus ;ubj?5:cd them* 
f:rlves to the will of cihcrs, whona they ihoidd 
have commanded. 

AU ^ ll^mnities rrquire^ it the ccronanoa of 
a pope were paid to the card njd ce Luiia, who 
took the name of Beroii.:r. He cSrnfi a general 
pardv^ Q> all ckrgy who Ihou^ cor::t to Avignon i 
ind» by dit advkc cf hi; c jrii:ub> «7^:c ktsers 

to 
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tt) the king of France, to announce his elevation to 
the papacy. 

I heard that the king paid little attention to his 
fcttCFi for he was not yet determined whether to 
ackAoWledge him for pope or no^^d, to have 
the beft advice on the occafion^ he fummoned be- 
fore him the ,moft learned and prudent clerks of 
the univerfity of Paris. ' 

Matter John Gigencourt and mailer Peter" 
Rayons*, who were efteemed the moft learned- 
and acute in the univerfity, told the king, as did 
others, that the fchifm in the church corrupted the 
Chriftian faith j that the church ought not longer to 
be kept in this ftate, for that all Chriftendom 
fufFered from it, but more particularly churchmen ; 
and that it was unbecoming the univerfity to fend 
to pope Benedift at Avignon, lifts of -thofe priefts 
vho had need of briefs. The king, on hearing 
their opinions, thought them reafonable, and 
confented that there fhould be a ccffatioh of fuch^ 
lifts as were ufually fcnt to the pope, until th^ 
difputcs between the two popes ' were fettled : 
things therefore remained in this ftate. . 

The duke of Berry, however, ftrenubufly fup-'- 
ported the new pope; and all the clergy depen- 
dent on him acknowledged him for die true one ; 
and many of his people were provided with' 
pardons from this Benedift. ' 



* In the mufeum MS. it isGignicourtand Pierre de Lyons : 
in muie» the £rfl as D. Sauvage> and the other Pierre de 

Palions. 
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*Thc dujcc znd, duchcis of Bxirgundy, the dujcc^ 
of Orleans, with many other great lords of France^, 
diflen^bled their real opinipns on the fubjc^k 
to the king. Some through favour. acknowledged j 
l^enedift, who was prodigal, of bis pardons, in 
order that the court of j^vignpn might thrive 
the more, . . 

The duke of Brittany readily enough followed 
the opinion of the king of France^; for lie had 
been in former times fo fcandalized, by thq in- 
formation die earl of Flanders, his couJfin, had 
given him 6( the rebellion in the church, that he 
would ne vef allow, of Clement being the true pope,, 
although his clergy paid him obedience and ac- 
knowledged him. When any of the churches in 
France became vacant, the king difpofed of then^ 
to clergymeii, without ever fpeaking of it to pope, 
Benedift, who, as well as his cardinals, was. 
greariy furprifed at fuch conduft, and began to 
fear the king would deprive them of the benefices 
they held in his realm. 

They refolvceci, therefore, to fend a wcU-in- 
ftru6ted legate to France, to remonftrate with the 
king aad council on the ftate of the church, and 
to learn their intentions, and likewifc to affurc 
them tha; the pope they had eleded was /only 
conditionally chofen, in cafe of his proving agree- 
able to the king, but that, othcrwife they would. 
dethrone him, and exalt another more to his 
pleafure. 

About this period, the friar, whom I before 
mentioned to have been fent by pope Boniface to 

the 
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the king of France, but without the pomp or ftatc 
of a legate, arrived at Paris, with the confent of 
th^ king, who liftened to his arguments and fer-. 
mons with pleafure* The legate from Avignon, 
a fubtle and eloquent clerk, was heard alfo by the 
king and his court : thofe attached to the pope at 
Avignon took good care to pufh him forward, ancj 
contrived that he fliould have audiences often. 

It was the opinion of the council, but it.iya^ 
not without great difficulty the univcrfity . of P^risr 
Ibbfcribed to this opinion, that it would be a wife; 
and prudent mcafure, if means could be fgrund to 
make the rivjd popes rcfign their dignities, as wcUb 
as all the oiixlinals,' and, then fcled the mod learned, 
and prudent among the clergy^ fi>om the eipgire 
of Germany* France,, and other countries^^^who. 
Ihould form a general . council^ ,and then, . jvjijji^ur; 
favour or affedtion to. ^py party, rcftore the churqh^ 
to its former , unity, ^ilcipline'and ftability. They 
declared they faw no other way of deftrpy^ng the 
fchifmr for the hearts of different lords were fo 
fwollcn with prid^i each would fupport his pwn 

Thi$ idea> which was propofed in the prefence 
of the king, and the dukes of Orleans and Bur- 
glindy, in council, was approved of; and the king, 
having agreed to it, faid he would cheerfully write 
on the fubjed to the kings of Germany, Bohemia, 
Hungary^ and England i that he thought he coilld 
depend on the kin^ of Caftille, Navarre, Arragon, 
Sicily,- Naples and Scotland, obeying whatever 
pope he fliouid acknowledge* In confcquence of 

I tz this 
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this propofition being adopted, the king of France 
fcnt off fpecial meflengers with letters to the kings 
above mentioned^ but anfwers were not returned 
to them fo foon as expeftcd. 

During this interval, that learned clerk mafter 
John de Gigencourt died at the Sorbonne. The 
king of France, his court and the univerfity were 
very fbrry for the lofs, as his equal was not at 
Paris, and he would have been of Angular fervicc 
in reforming the church, and bringing about to 
union. ■ ' 

At tliis time, there was at Avignon a clerk- wcill 
(killed in fcience, doftor of laws, and auditor of 
the palace : he was a native of the archbilhoprick 
of Rheims, and called fir John de Varennes.* He- 
was much advarrced iri the church for the ief vices' 
He Had' rendered pope Clement and others, and i^as" 
on^ the point of being a bilhop or cardinal.' He 
had ialfo been chaplain to -a cardihali called at 
Avignon Saint Peter of Lusrembburg. 

This Johri de Varennes, beneficed and advanced 
as he was, rcfigned all, retaining only, for his 
fubfiftence, the canonry of our Lady at Rheims, 
which is worth, by refidence, one hundred fi-incs j 
otherwife ribr more than thirty. He quitted 
Avignon, returned to -his native country^ ' ^nd 
fixed his abode at the village of Saint Lye, near 
Rheims, where he led a devout life, preaching^ th6 
faith and works of cur Lord, and praifing.the 
pope of Avignon. He declared he was the true 
pope, condemning, by his fpeeches, that of Rome; 
He was much attended to, and followed by the 

people. 
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j)eopIe, who come to fee hitn from all countries, 
':£br the fober and holy life he led, fafting daily, and 
^r the fine fermons he prtached. Some, however, 
^id, that the cardinals at Avignon had fent him 
thither to fupport their caufe, and to exhibit the 
Fi.olinefs of his life, which was devout enough t6 
Inave entitled him to be raifed to the papacy. 

Mafter John de Varenncs would not allow him- 

fclf to be called the holy man ,of Saint Lye, but 

fimply the Auditor. He lived with his mother, 

and every day faid mafs very devoutly. All that 

was given him, for he afked for nothing, he diftri- 

buted in alms to the glory of God. 

iHiTe will now leave him, and fpeak of other 
matters. 



CHAP. XX. 

THE KING OF ENGLAND IS ADVISED TO MAKS 

A JOURNEY TO IRELAND, AND TO SETTLE 

ON THE DUKE OF LANCASTER, AND HIS 
HEIRS FDR EVER, THE DUCHY OF AQillTAINB 
WITH ALL ITSDEPENDANCIES. 

^HE truces that had been agreed to between 
•*. the kings of France aiyl England, and 
their allies, were well obfervcd on ffea and land. 
There were, however, fomc pillagers ftill inLan- 
|;uedoc»'who ^ante from fbicign countries, fuch 
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Pcrqr, the lords Pcfpcnccr aod Beammont, fit 
Wiliis^m -Arundel, the archbilhops of Canterbury 
and York, the biftiop of London, and of all thoiS? 
who were cntidcd to be prefent> whether prelates 
or barons. 

The duke of Lancafter . thanked, in the firft: 
place, the king his nephew, then his brother^ 
and the barons aad prelates of the council. After 
which he began to make moft fumpiuoi^ prcp^ 
rations for crolTing the Tea, and taking poflefl^ii 
of the dychy the king had invefted him with. 

Purveyors were likcwife bofy in preparing, on 
a large fcale, for the king's e^^peditiop to Ireland ; 
and thofe lords who were to accompany him were 
ordered to make prcpararions of whatever things^ 
they might think neceflary. 
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CHAP. XXI, 

THE DEATH OF THE LADY ANNE OF BOHEMIA^ 
QJJEEN or ENGLAND^r-rTHE- DUKE QF JLAl^- 
CASTER LANDS IK AQJJITAINE, AND. XitE 
. KING OJ ENGLAND IN IRELAND, 

^X^HE king of England and the duke of Lan- 
* caller were daily occupied in their prcpara- 
ttons for i&ving England, and had fcnt their men 
and purveyances to the Afferent ports they were 
%Q( embark from^ the one to hcland, and the 
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other to Aqui(;aine s but th^ir expidition was dc- 
layccl for ahiaut two roonth$ by an event I will 
now relate. 

At this period, the lady Anne, qujccn of Eng- . 
land, fell fick, to the great diftrefs of the king 
^d her houfchold. Her difordcr incrcafed fo ra- 
pidly that ibe departed this life on the feafts of 
Whitfuntidcj in the year of grace 1394. The 
Vmg aod^^U who loved her' were greatly afflided 
i^( hf r' deaths She was buried in the cathedral 
church of t»ndon*; but her obfcquies were per- 
formed at Jeifurc, for the king would have them 
magnificently done. Abundance of wax was fcnt 
for from Flanders to make flambeaux and torches, 
V^d the illumination was fo great on the day of 
the ccren>ony that nothing was ever feen like to it 
before, not at= the burial of the good queen Phi- 
lippa nor of ^y other. 

The king would have it fo, becaufc ihe was 
daughter to the king of Bohemia^ emperor of 
Rome ^d of Qermany, He was inconfolablc for 
her lof$, as they mutually loved each others having 
been married young. This queen left no iffue^ 
for (he had never borne children. ^ 

Thus in the fame year were the king, the duke 
pf I^ancafter and the carl of Derby made widowers. 



• * On the 7th of June, queen Anne died at Shene in Surry, 
and was buried at Weftminfter. The king took her death fo 
licayily, that befides curfing the place where ihe died, he did 
alfo, for anger, throw down the buildings, unto the which 
^rmer kings, being weary of the city, were wont for picafure to 
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There was no talk of , the king's marrying agtehi 
for he woiild not hear of it. Although the cxpe^ 
ditions to Ireland and Aquitainc were delayed by 
the queen's death, thofe lords who were natned 
to go to Ireland did not fail continuing their pre* 
parations ; and, as their purveyances were ready^ 
they fent them acrofs the fea to Ireland from 
Brifco* and Lolighctf in Wales 5 and the con- 
duftors were ordered to carry them to a cit?^ on 
the coaft of Ireland, called DimelinJ, which hed 
always been fteadily attached to England, and was 
an archbifhoprick : the archbiftiop of which place 
was with the king. 

Soon after Saint John Baptift's day, king Ri- 
chard left London, and took the road for Wales, 
amufing himfclf by hunting on the way, to fofget 
the lofs of his queen. Thofe ordered to attend 

* him began their journey, fuch as his two uncles 
of York and Glocefter, with grand array,' as did 
the other lords : the earl of Kent, half brohdr 
to the king, fir Thomas Holland, his fon the earl 

. of Rudand, fon to the duke of York, the carl 
marihal, the carls of Salilbury and Anmdel, fir 
William Arundel, the carl of Northumberland, fir 
Thonras Percy his brother, high fte^ardof Eng- 
land,' the earls of Devonfliire and NottinghaiH^ 
with numbers of knights andfquires. 

A confiderable body remained at home to 
guaird the borders of Scotland > ibr the Scots arc 



♦ Brifco. Q^BriftoL 

f Lolighet. Qj^ Holyhead. 

X Dimclen. Q;^ DilWn. 

a wicked 
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aivicked race, and pay cot any regard ^to^t^ces 
or xcipites, hut as it iuics their own .conve- 
nience. * . 

Ar.the time the king of England undertook this 
tKpeditionj he iiad. not the jcompany of his other 
ialf brother, fir Johij Holland earl of Huntington, 
for he was on a pilgrimage to Jerufalem and Saint 
Cajjiierine , of Mount Sinai, and was to return 
thmogh :Hungary . Having heard at Paris, as he 
pafied through France, where he. had been hand- 
fomciyfrqated by the king and his court, in re- 
iffft to the king of England, that the king pf 
Hungary and Amurat* were to have a battle^ he 
dedarad ^c would not fail being prefent. 
. The duke of Lancafler and his array arrived at 
Rymouth, where tranfports waited to carry them 
acToft the fea. When his men and purveyances 
wre aU on board, they weighed anchor, and 
ftetvqi with a favourdile wind for Bordeaux. 

We will fcturn to the king of England, who had 
irith him ftiU four thoftifand men at arms and thirty 
Aoufand archers. They were fliipped at three 
difl^ent places, Qriftol» Holyhead and Herfordf, 
ftod pa^dioyer daily^;^ but it^was a month before. 
the whole armament and their horfes landed in 
Ireland. 

On the other hand, thete was in Ireland a va- 
liant Englifli knight, called the earl of Ormond, 



* The perfon tKus called was the fuhan Bajazet I. who be- 
gan his reign 1^91. 

t From what follows, I fuppofe this muft mean Haverford- 
vel|»UAmbrokeihire, as it ispronooaccd Harford. 

4 -WW 
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who, like his predcceflbrs held lands in that country, 
but they were difputed, and he had made fimilar 
preparations to his anceftors. 

The earl marflial had the command of the van, 
confining of fifteen hundred lances and two thou- 
Jand archers, who prudently and valiantly con- 
duced themielves. King Richard and his uncles 
embarked at Haverford b Wales, many at Holy- 
head, and others at Briftol, and the whole landed 
without any lofs. As they difcmbarked, by orders 
from the conftable ami marfhals, they quartered 
themfcl ves on the country, occupying a large un- 
inh^ted traft, of about thirty Englifh miles, be- 
fide the city of Dublin. The army lodged thcincr* 
ielves prudently for fear of the Irilh : had they 
done otherwife, they would have fufitjred for It. 
The king, his uncles and prelates, were quartered 
in Dublin and Jiear it ; and I was told that, during 
the whole campaign, they were well fupplicd 
with all forts of provifion j for the Englifh arc ex- 
pert in war, and know well how to forage and 
take proper care of thcmfelves and horfes. I will 
relate the hiftory of this campaign of king Richaidj 
and what befel him, accordbg to the informaltion 
I received. 



* > 
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CHAP. XXII. 

SU JOHN FROISSART ARRIVES IN ENGLAND, 
AND IS PRESENTED TO KINO RICHARD BY. 
THE DUKE OF YORK, UNCLE TO THE KING. 

FN" truth, I fir John Froiflart, treafurer and ca- 
non of Chimay, in the county of Hainault 
^d diocefe of Liege, had, during my ftay at Ab- 
bev^ille, a great defire to go and fce^ the kingdom 
<>f England : more efpecially finite a truce had 
^^ti concluded, for four years, on fea and land, 
'^trvrccn France, England and th^ir allies. Several 
'^^fbns urged me to make this journey, but prin- ^ 
cij>ally bccaufe in my youth I had been educated 
*^ ^ the coi^rt of king Edward^- of happy "memory, 
^'^cl that good lady, Philippa, his quc^n, with' their/ 
^ildren, and 'otKc'fs of the' barons of thofe times,^ 
^ric3 was treated by the mj with all hbhour, courti;fy 
^^c|' liberality. 

"'"Jiffriis ahxioiis, tHcrefore, to vlfit that country, 
^^^^' it ran in my imagination that if I ohfc'e again 
'^Vrit, I Ihould live the longer; for twenty- feven' 
years' pad I had intentions of going thither, and 
^^ I fhoiild not meet with the lords whom I had' 
^'^ft there, I Ihould at Icaft fee their heirs, whd 
^'^ould likcwife be of great fervice to me in the*' 
^^rification of the manjr hiftorics I have related of' 
them. 

I men- 
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I mentioned my purpofc to my ^cry deaf pa-^ 
trons, the lord duke Albert of Bavaria, count ofi 
Hainault> Holland and Zealand, and lord c 
Krizdand; to the lord William his fon, ftilc^ 
count d*Oftrevant; to my dear and much honours 
lady Joan> duchcfs of Brabant and Luxembourg^ 
and to my very much refpcftcd lord Engucrran^ 
lord of Coucy ; as well as to that gallant knigbi ^ 
the lord de Gomegines. We had both, during 
our youth, arrived together at the Englifli cour^ 
where I faw alfo the lord de Coucy, and all the 
nobles of France, who were hoftages for the re- 
demption of king John of France, which has been 
bt fore related in this hiftory* 

The three lords above mentioned, as well ai* 
the lord de Gomegincs, and madam e de Brabant^ 
on my telling them my intentions, encouraged mc. 
to perfevere, and thty all gave me letters- of in- 
troduction to the king and his uncles, with cheW* 

m 

Icrvc of the lord de Coucy, who, from being now 
ib much attached to France, could only wrijMS ^, 
his daughter, the duchefs of Ireland* . 

I had taken care to form a colleftion of allchc 

1 ■ ■ ■ 

poetry on love and morality that I had compolcd 
during the laft twenty-four year$, which I h^ 
caufcd to be fairly written and illuminated.- \y(^ 
alfo incited to go to England and fee king Richard, 
fon to the noble, and valiant prince. of Wales and 
Aquitaine, whom I had not feen fince the tiipc 
of his chriftening in the cathedral church of Bor- 
deaux. I was then prefent, and had intentions of 
accompanying the prince of \yales in his ofpcdi*! 

tiofl 



\ to Spain ; but^ when wc came to the city of 
X, the prince fent me back to the queen his 
ther in England. I was defirous, therefore, to 
; my refpefts to the king of England and his 
*lcs, and had provided myfelf with my book of 
tfy . finely ornamented, bound ih velvet, and 
:orated with filver gilt clafps and ftuds, as a 
ferit for the king. Having this intention, I 
red no pains; and the coft and labour feem 
fing to people, whenever they undertake any 
ig willingly. 

riaving provided myfelf with horfes, I crofled 
'n Calais to Dover on the I2ch day of July; 

found no one there whom I had been ac- 
inted with in 'my former journics : the inns 
'c all kept by new people, and rhfe children of 
former acquaintance were become men and wo- 
1. I ftaid half a day and night to rcfrefti' myfelf 

'horfes ; and on Wednefday, by nine o'clock, 
vcd at Canterbury* to vifit the Ihrine of Saint 
c>nias and the tomb of the late prince of 
lIcs, who had been buribd there with gneat' 

' . heard high mafs, made my offering' at the 
n'c, and returned' to my inn to dinner, when T 
rd the king was to come the following day in 
jrimage to St. Thomas of Bccket. He was 
^ly returned from Ireland, Where he had re- 
ined for nine months, or thereabouts, and was 
dous to pay his devotions in this church, on ac-^ 
mt of the holy body of the Saint, and becaufe 
father was there buried. I thought, there- 
fore. 
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fore, it would be well to wait his arrivaK which 1 
did i and on the morrow, the king came in great 
ftate^ accompanied by lords and ladies, with whom 
I mixed i but they were all new faces to me, for 
I did not cemember one of them. 

Times and pcrfons had greatly changed fincc t 
was laft in England, eight and twenty years paft. 
The king had not either of his uncles with him : 
the duke of Lancafter was in Aquitainc, and the 
dukes of York and Gloccfter in other parts. I 
was at firft quite aftoniihed, and fhould have been 
comforted could I have feen an ancient knight 
who had been of the bed-chamber to king Edward, 
and was in the fame capacity vb the prcfent king, 
as well as of his privy council, and could I have 
made myfclf known to him. The name of thi« 
knight was fir Richard Sturry. I afked if he were 
alive : they faid he was, but not then prcfent, a^ 
he was at his rcfidence in London. 

I then determined to addrefs myfelf to fir Tho- 
mas Percy, high lie ward of England. I found 
him gracious and of agreeable manners, and he 
offered to prefcnt me and my letters to : the kiqg. 
I was rejoiced at this promifcj for it is. ncceflary 
to have friends to introduce one to fo great a 
j^rince as the king of England. He went to the 
king's apartments to fee if it were a proper time, 
but found the king had retired to repofe : he there- 
fore bade me return to my inn. When I though 
zht king might be rifcn, I went again to the pa 
lice of the archbiftiop, where he lodged ;^ but f 
Thomas Perry and liis people were preparing 
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iet out for Ofpringe, whence he had come rhat 
morning. I afked fir Thomas's advice how to " 
aft: 'For the prcfent,' he faid> 'do not make 
further attempts to announce your arrival, but fol- 
low the king ; and I will take care, when he comes 
to his palace in this country, which he will do in 
two days, that you Ihall be well lodged as long as 
the court tarries there.' 

The king was going to a beautiful palace in the 
county of Kent, called Leeds caftle, and I fol- 
lowed fir Thomas Percy's advice by taking the 
road to Ofpriiigc. 1 lodged at an inn where 1 
found a gallant knight of the king's chamber, but 
he had that morning ftaid behind on account of n 
flight pain in his head that had fei2ed him thC 
preceding night. This knight, whofc name was 
fir William de Lifle, feeing I was a foreigner and 
a Frenchman (for all who fpeak the language of 
Oil are by the Englifh confidercd as Frenchmen, 
whatever country chey may come from), made ac- 
quaintance with me, and I with him, for the Eng- 
Jilhare courteous to ftrangers. 

He afked my fituitmn and bufinefs in England, 
'flMdi I related to him ac length, as well as what 
fir Thomas Peircy had advifed me to do. Hc re- 
plied, that I ctRtldnot have had better advice, for 
tiat the king would on Friday be at Leeds eaftle, 
wd would find there his uncle the duke of York. 
I was well pleafed to hear this, for I had letters 
Ep the duke, and, when young, was known to hiin 
vMle in the houfchold of the lace king swti 
qaecti. 
Vot. XI. K -Uiwrcea' 
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1 CQuitcd the acquaintance of fir Williatfi dc 
'Lifle, as a means of gaining greater iiltimacy with 
die kingls houfchold. On the Friday, we rode 
btit together, and on the road I aflced if he had 
atcoihpanled the king on his expedition to Ireland. 
He faid he had. I thert aflced if there were any 
IbiHidation in truth for what was faid of Saint Pa,- 
trick'^ hole*. He replied there was i and that he 

and 



* ' Nothing has rendered this county (Donegal) fo famous 
as the dve drfcovered by the patron faint of Ireland, or his 

* ttuiiefake, abbot of Nevers, about four hundred |rears after* in 
which the holy monk obtained a conftant exhibition of the 
torments of the wicked, for the edification of the Irilh. BiK 

' that it cotild not be Saint Patrick who firft inveh.ted it, is plain 
from his iilence about it in his book / de tribus habitacftlis,' 
Jieaven, ^th and hell. Henry or Hagh, monk of Saltrey, 
in Huntingdonfhire, was the firft who wrote about it, and whas 
one Owen or Tyndal, a foldier^^had feen there. It was about 
Axt'een feet and a half long, by two feet one inch wide, built 
of free ftone, covered with broaJ flags^ and green turf laid over 
them, and was fo low and narrow, that a tall man 'could 
hardly fit, much lefs (land in it. In the fide was a window 
juil wide enough to admit a ^nt ray of light : in the floor a 
cavity capable of containing a man at his length ; and, under 
a large ftone at the end of the pavement, a deep pit, whidi 
hadop^nidd at the prayers of the faint. The bottom of' the 
care was originally much below the furface oF the ground. It 
fiood on the eaft fide of the church, in the church-yanl» en« 
compaffi^ with a wall, and furronnded by circles or ceUs» 
called the 'bids 9 fcarcely three feet high, denominated from ie- 
vend fidnts. The penitents, who vifited this ifland, after fiift.' 
ing on bread and water for nine days, and making proceffidns 
round th^e holy ftations thrice a-day barefoot, for the fifft' 
feven days, and fix times on the eighth, wafhing their weaiy 
liaibseach night in the adjoining lake, on the ninth ent^r dus 

cave 
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and another knight, during the* kingtsftay at 
Dublin, had been there. They entered it affun:^^ 
ftt, remained there the .whole night, and^cMic 
out at fun-rife the next morning. I requeftcd 
he would tell me whether he faw all the marvel-^ 
lous things which are fjud to be feep. there. He 
made me the following anfwer : ' Wheii I and my 
companion had paflcd flie entrance of the cave. 



oo. 



Cave. Here they obfcrve a t^Venty-fbtir hours faft, taftiAg only 
a little water) and, upon quitting it» bathe in the lake, and 
fo conclude the folemnity. . The original preparatory faft, as * 
w6 learn from Matthew Paris, was fifteen days, and as long 
kfter quitting the cave, bUt of which all Who entered did not 
return. 

' Leave being firft obtained bf the biihop of the dioce(e>the 
prior' reprefented to the penitents all the horror and difficulty 
of the undertaking, fuggefting to them at the fame time an 
cafier penance. If they perfevered in their refolution, they 
were conduced to the door with a proeeffion jfrom the convent, 
and, after twenty-foar hours confinement, let out next morning 
with the like cetemony. In this reeefs, enlightened only by ' 
a kind of cwilighc, which difcovered a field and hall, Owen 
was firft vifited by tifteen {leribns clothed in white, like reli- 
gioos newly Ihorn, who encouraged him aglinft the llorrid 
fceoes that wefe next to pr^eAt themfelves to his- view. They 
weie fuqceeded by troops of demons, who began with la^dng 
Um on a burning pile, which he foon extingi^fhed, by pro- 
nouncing the name of Chrift. They then dragged him thrpugji 
the feveral fcehes of torment, where the wicked fullered all 
the variety of tortures of ancient Tartarus ; and, ftanding 
proof againll all thefe hbrrors, he was favoured with a full 
view and d^ription of' paradife, by two veneraUe prelates, 
who refufed to let }iim flay there. He met with the fame de- 
ittons and monks as he went out of the cave, after which he 
riiited the holy fepuTchre, and, at his return, taking upon 
^in the habit, shifted in foupdkig Befm»govcifth abbey.— 

K 2 C^JC^t^ 
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dUid the Purgatory of Saint Patrick, we dc- 
fcended three or four fteps, (for you go down into 
it like a cdlar) but found our heads fo muchttf* 
fefted by the heat, we feated ourfclvcs on the ftcps| 
which are of ftone, and fuch a drowfinefs came on^ 
that we flcpt there die whole night/ 

1 a£ked, if, when afteep, they knew where they 
were, and What vifions they had. He faid, they 
had many very (trange dreMis, and they ieemed, 
as tkty imagioed to fee more than they woul4 
have done if they had been in their beds. ThiSf 
thdy both were aflurcd of. * When morning came^ 
and we were awake, the door of the cave was 
opened, for fo we had ordered it, and we came 
out, but inftantly loft all recollection of every 
thing we had feen, and looked on the whole as a 
phantom/ 

i did not pu(h the conversation further, although 
I Ihould have much liked to have heard what he 
would fay of Ireland ; but other knights overtook 
us, and convcrfed with him j and thus we rode tc^ 
Leeds caftle, where the king and his court arrived 
ihortly after. The duke of York was already 
there s and I made myfelf known to him, by |h«» 
fenting him letters from his coufins, die count of 
Hainault and the count d'Oftrevant. The duke 
recoUe^ed me, and made me a hearty welconaei 
faying, — ^ Sir John, keep with us and our people i 
for we will (hew you every courtefy and attention i 
we are bounden fo to do, from remembrance of 
paft times, and afFeftion to the . memory of our 
lady-mother, (o whom you wers attached, Wf 
have not forgotten thefe times/ I warmly thanked 



hitn, as Was juft, for his kind fpeech, and was well 
noticed by him, fir Thomas Percy and fir William 
(Je tJfle, who carried me to ihc king'j chamber, 
where I was introduced to him by his uncle, the 
duke of York. 

The king received me gracio'ufly and kindiyi 
he took all the letters I prefented to him, and, 
having read them attentively, faid I was welcome, 
and that fincc I had belonged to the houfchold of 
the late king and queen, his grandfather and grand-^ 
mother, 1 muft confider myfelf ftill as of the 
royal houfehold of EngUnd. This day I did not 
offer him the book I had brought ; for fir Thomas 
Percy told me it was not a fit opportunity, as he 
was much oocupied with ferious bufinefs. 

The council was deeply engaged on two fub* 
jeftsj firft, in refpeft to the negotiation with 
France, to treat of a marriage between the king 
ind tlw lady Ifabella, eldeft daughter to the king 
of France, who at that time was about eight years 
old. The ambafladors appointed to make thta 
propofal to France, were the earl of RuUEind, 
coufin-german to the king, the earl marfhal, die 
archbilhop of Dublin, the bilbop of Lye, the lord 
Clifford, lord Beaumont, lord Hugh Spencer, and 
feyeral others*. 



* Se> the Fccdcra for full particulari. The ambxHkdor^ 
«ere the archbifliop of Dublin, the biihop of Saint David's, 
'Se earl of Rutland, the earl marlhal and fir WiSiam Scrope. 
Ttiey weie lo propofealfo a marriage between the eail of Rut- 
luid and the youngeft daughter of the king of France. 

The inlbuflioDs to thefe ambafladors are dated 'Leedi 



^&^ day of July 1395. 
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'• Secondly^ the lord de la Barde^' the lord de la 
Tarid^i' the lord de Pititerne, the lord de Ch4- 
teauneuf, the lords de Lcvefque and dt .Copane^ 
the chief' magidrates of Bordeaux, Bayonne and 
Dax, were come to England, and greatly pcrfe* 
cuted the lung, fincc his return from Irelarid, for 
9n anfiieer: to their petitions and remonftrances, on 
(he gift the kmg had made his uncle, the duke 
'b£ Lancafter, of all Aquitaipfe, wiA ks lordfhips^ 
baronie^. and rdependances, which had appertsfined 
to the king and crown of England.' 'The above^ 
mentioned lords, and principal cities and towns in 
Aquidaine^ maintained that fuch a gift could not 
be ma^, and U)at it was null ; for tha^ tht whole 
of Aquitaine was a fief depending ;folely oa riit 
<:r6wn • of : England, and that they would never 
itonfent thus to* be disjoined from it, . They had 
made fcvcral reafonable propofitions for an ac* 
commodationy which I will relate in proper time 
«id place. ' 

In order that thefe iqatters might be more fully 
confideird, and indeed they required it, the king 
ivid fummoned the principal barons and prelates 
bf the'jrealni to meet : him on Magdal^n-day, .at 
his palace pf:]glthattii ft ven miles' from London^ 
^d thp fame diftance from Dartford. On die 
fourth day after the king's arrival, when I learnt 
^at he, his council and the duke of York were 
■gbput to qiii^ Leeds eaftle and go to Rochpftpr, 'm 
'^fir way to Elthap, I fet put ip their company. 



> 



CHAP. 



THS information FROISSART pAIKSIN ENG- 
LAND, TOUCHING, THE OPPOSITION OF THB 
INHABITANTS OF AQUITAINE TO THE GIFT; 
TH£ KING OF ENGLAND HAD MADE OF IT TO. 

, HIS UNCLE THE DUKE OF LANCASTER. THE, 

COMMISSIONERS SENT TO REMONSTRAT? ON 
THE MATTER WITH THE KING CANNO;r QB-i 
TAIN A DECISIVE ANSWER RELATIVE THE?.ETO^ 



f\^ the road to Rocheftcr, I afked flr WUliam 
de Lifle and fir John tie Grailly, governor of 
Bouteville, the caufe of the king's journey to 
London, and why the parliament was to be af- 
fembled at Eltham, They both anfwered me 
fatisfadorilyi but fir John Grailly particularly ia- 
formed me why the lords of Gafcony, and the 
deputies from the chief towns were come to Eng- 
land. He was fo well acquainted with them, 
being as it were from the fame country and fellow- 
fubjcfts to England, that they hid nothing from 
him. He faid, ' that when the duke of Lancafter 
came laft to Aquiiaine, he was provided with deeds 
fealed with the great feal of England, which had 
been regularly agreed to in parliament and ligned 
by the dukes of York and Glocefter to whom ■ 
Aquitain might poffibly revert, by fucceflion, to 
king Richard, of England, who had no children, . 
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ind thefe two dukes were brothers german> by 
father and mother, to the duke of Lancafter. 

^ The duke of Lancafter fcnt part of his coun-' 
til to Bordeaux, to inform the mayor and ma- 
giftrates of his coming and the caufe of it They 
were greatly lurprifed on hearing it ; but, tiotwith* 
landing, they well ftafted the commiflibntrs he 
had fenti in hofl6Uf to the king, to whom they 

owed fervice aiid obedifente* They deflred time 
to cohfidei- of their anfwer, ^{ch being granted, 
they replied^ diat die duke of Laiicafter, a^ fon to 
kto^ Edward of happy memory, who had been 
their tord. Was welcome, but not in any other ca- 
pacityt ds they had not as yet fufficiently weighed 
the iiiatter to determine On feteiving him as theil 
lord } for Ifteilr fovereigftt king Richard, to whom 
they had fWorn fealty* had not acquitted them ot 
their obedience. The duke's eommiflioners re* 
plied^ thut as to this^ the duke would take upoa 
himf^lf to fatisfy them they ihould never have any 
trouble from his nephew the king of England. 

I^en thoft of Bordeaux faw themfelves thu* 
hardly preffed, they made another excufe by "fiy^ 
ing^*-^* Gendemen, the grant we perceive ihdtide^ 
not only us but the cities of Bayonne and Pax^ 
ind the prelates and barons of Gafcohy who 'are 




any other ^wer> left Bordeaux, and returnecl tp 
fh?. 4vJk? of I-ancaftcr aX J-ibournj, 




^^*'When tht duke heard the ^ove anfwer, he- 
Dccame very thoughtful, and fbrefaw thar the bufi-' 
flds he was come upon would not be fo foon fet- 
tled as he had ai firlt imagined, or had been made' 
m Widerlland, He lent, however,' his commif^ 
doners to Bavonnc, who were received by the^ 
Bayonnois in juft the fatne manner as they had beefl' 
itceived at Bordeaux, rtor c<ra]d they obtain «^ ' 
tUBtreni anfwer. ■ * 

* At length, the prelates, barons and dcputiei' 
from all the towns of Gafcony under the obedience i 
of England, alTembled, and, having debated thd 

Juftice of the king of England's grant to the duktf 
of Lancaftcr, came to the following conclufioni' 
They were very willing to receive in their caftlev 
cities and towns, the duke of Lancaftcr, as fon td^ | 
the noble king Edward of happy memory, and ai 
uncle to king Richard of England j but on con- 
dition he would folemnly fwear, that himfelf antf 
people would peaceably demean thcmfclvcs duringf 
their ftay, and that they would not take any thingf 
by force, but pay ready money for wiratever they 
might want ; nor fhould he, the duke of Lancaftcr/ 
extend the powers of the crown to oj^refs any* 
One, nor do fo by other means. ' ' 

* The doke replied, that he was not come ttJ' 
hurt or opprefs the people, but, on the contrary,' 
to guard and defend them as his own inheritaRce,- 
and entreated that the Avill of the king of EnglamJ 
fhould be complied with. But the country, with* 
one voice, declared they would not be disjoined 
from the crown of England, and that it was not 



d 



139 

in the ppwcr of the king of England thus to jCurn 

them over to another. 

• •■ • «•.■ \. 

/ This matter was difputed for alqng ume bc-> 
tween the duke of Lancafter and the Ga(coiis> 
and, when he faw he could not prevafl on th^in tp. 
receive him as their, lord, he requeued they woul4: 
fend fufiiciently^aiuthorifed, perfons to the kingo^ 
j^ngland^ as he would do, on his; par,t, and yrhMr: 
ever the parliament of England fhould determinCj. 
whether in his favour or not, he would abide by. 

' The Gafcons, thinking this a very reafon^c 
propofal from the duke, agreed to it ^ and . he 
then came with bis attendants, to refide aq^Qf^ 
them, at his former lodgings in the abbey of Saint 
Andrew. The prelates and barons-of Gafcony, a$ 
well as the cities . of Bayonne ^d Dax, feledxtd 
proper commifltpners to fend to England. 

* Wh?n: the »king of France, hi$ , uncles . and, 
minifters, heard for certain that the duke. of X^an- 
cafter had :be?n peaceably received in Bordeaux,, 
and that he had there fixed his refidencCj, they: 
knew hot what to think of it, npr whether he. 
would adhere to the truces that had be<n. mad<^ 
between France and England- This gave , theni, 
fo much uneafinefs, that they . refplvpd to. fend 
ambafTadors to the duke of Lancafler %o l^arpr bis 
intentions. The lord Boucicaut, maf (h4 of France, 
fir John de Chateaumorant apd -fir John Barroi^ 
des Barres, were chofen for this purpofe, and they 

were to have under their command one thoufand 

- . ■ • 

well appointed men at arms. They left Fans, 9ii4 
continued their march to Agen^ where they qi^Tn 
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tered -thcmfelves as well as in the furrouading 
country : they then fcnt heralds and meflengers 
to the duke of Lancafter, in the city of Bordeaux, 
to notify their wiOies to fpealc wich him. 

* The duke made the meflengers good cheer, 
Jieard what ihey had to fay, and wrote back to 
their lords, that fince they were defirous to fpeak 
■with him, he was as anxious to meet them ; and, ia 
orde^ to,give them lefs trouble, would go to Bcr- 
gerac, where they would confer together. The 
ireffengers, on their return to Agen, gave their 
Jords the letter from the duke of Lancafter, which 
Satisfied, them as to their fafety, and they made 
preparations accordingly. As foon as they heard 
of the duke's arrival at Bergeracj they left rhe city 
of Agen, and marched thiiher, where they found 
che gates open to receive them. The lords entered 
the town, and went to the hotels which had been 
prepared for them j but their men lodged them- 
selves in the fuburbs and adjacent villages. The 
three lords waited on the duke of Lancalter, who 
kindly received them, as he knew well how to do ; 
and, in reply to what they urged, he faid, ' that 
he wifhed to be always a good neighbour, and 
on friendly terms with the king and realm of 
France, and Co adhere to every ardcle of the 
truces that had been lately made between France, 
England and their allies. He had been very aftive 
in forming thefc truces, and of courfe would be 
unwilling any way to infringe them ; and of this 
they might be perfcdly afllired.' 

fThc 
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; ' The ^ttlfwer of the duke was higldy gM^fpog 
Co the French lords> who remained with him tm 
the ttkoA friendly tenns. He entertained them 
grandly at dinner and fbp|>er in the caftle of Ber« 
geraci after which they feparatM in a very afni*^ 
cable manner^ The duke returned to Bordeaux^ 
and the French lords towards Paris i but m their 
way they met the duke of Berry in Foiocni 
to whom they related all chey had dboe^ and the 
duke of Lancafiier's anfin^r. The ddce of Bmy 
thought it fatisfiiAory and Teafonable, as d&ithc king 
of France and the duke of Bui^undy, when At 
dvce lords reporiDed it to themj on tb^ arrtnl at 
Paris. ThingB.'Mmained on this aflinrance quieCk 
What a&er luippened I have told you,* added fir 
Joha de GraiUy $ ' for the dmfce of Lancafter ient 
hither fooie^ of the principal of his eounci),: fcxdi 
as iir WoIUmi de H Perriere, fit Peter Cliqnfccnii; 
and two lioftors of laws, mafter John Hucke an^ 
mailer Joim Richards de LiAoeflre, co plead hib 
caufe i^efore the king, his uncles and coux^Q^. 
It is fordM reafon the king is now going to £kkuii$ 
ibr. as Thur£jay next is Mi^ladca-day, the ^^m^ 
liamcm will meet there; What decifion they wJl 
come tO) I cannot fay>) but this i know^ tferit the 
duke of Glocefter wiU be prefent^ and be "mteiit 
a his fupport 4:f the duke of Lancafter's chnmi'i 
for I hare heard, from ibmecrf the Englifii who 



• HoUingihead calls them fir WilUam Fttntsxr^Sx J^4S|qr 
Clifioji>— mailer John Hukli«--aiid mato jfolm K]ipbafdi» a 
canon of Lei^efter, 
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ought to know, that he would cheerfiillj' fee hU 
brother firmly cftablifhcd in Guyenne, and never 
to return to England, for he finds him his fuperior, 
and for this reafon is defirous he Ihould gain the 
dudiy of Aqiiitaine. The duke of Glocefter 
has a good head, but Is proud, and wonderfully 
overbearing in his manners. Let him fay or aft 
as he pieafes, he is always popular wirii the com- 
monalty, for they are mutually attached to each 
other. He was the caufe of the execution of that 
valiant knight fir Simon Buricy. He it was, 
likewife, who caufed the banithmentof the duke of 
Ireland, the archbifhop of York and other knights 
of the king's council, who were either put to 
death on very flight grounds, or forced into 
foreign countries, during the time the duke of 
Lancarter, who is more feared than loved in this 
country, was in Caftille, 

' Let us for die prefent,' faid fir John dc Grailly, 
' quit this matter, and fpcak of the fecotid objcdt 
that occupies the council. It feems to me, from 
whit I have fecn and heard, that the king of Eng- 
land wifhes to marry again, and has had refearches 
made every where, but in vain, for a fuitable lady. 
If the duke of Burgundy orcount of Hainault had 
daughters of a proper age, he would not be averfe 
to either ; but they have none that are not already 
betrothed. He has been told that they king of 
Navarre has filters and daughters, but he will not 
hear of them. The duke of Glocefter has likewife 
I grown up girl and marriageable, and he would be 
Well picafed if his nephew wolud chogfe herj 
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but the king faysj fhe is too nearly related^ Wutg 
his coulin-german* King Richard's, thoughts are 
fo bent oil. the elded daughter of the king of' 
France^ he will not hear of anyodier: itcaufes 
great wonder in this country that he fhould be fb^ 
eagjer to marry the daughter of his adverfary, and 
he is nor the better beloved for it. This he leems 
indifferent to, and plainly (hews that henceforward 
he will prefer war with any country rather than 
with France. It is known from expenencehow 
axious he was diat a liable peace fhould be 
eftablilhed between the two countries; for he 
faid the wars had lafted too long between him and 
his predeceflbrs with France, and that too many 
valiant men had been (lain on both fides, to the great 
weakening of the defenders of the Chriftian faith. 
' To put this idea out of the king's mind, for 
it is no way agreeable to th^ people of England 
that he fhould conned himf^lf by marriage with 
France, they have told him the lady was by fer 
too young, and that for five or fix years to come 
fhe would not be of a proper age for a wife. 
He replied by faying, that every day fhe would in- 
creafe in age. In addition to this, he gave plea« 
fantly his reafons for his preferring her, that fincc 
fhe was fo young, he Ihould educate her, and 
bring her up to his own mind, and to the manners 
of the Englifh, and that for himfelf he was young 
enough to wait until flie fhould be of proper 
age for his wife. Nothing can make him change 
this refolution, and before you leave this country, 
you may perhaps witnefs many flrange thbgs. 

It 
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It is for this and the other bufinefs I itientioned 
that'he is journeying towards London/ 

WiUi fiich converiktion did fi^ JbhH' de Grailly 
tihtertain itte while ' triivclling betwctti Rochefter 
ai^-Daftfcrd. He'^i^its die biftarf-ifon of that 
galhnt kh^Ift the Captal'de' Btich. I eagerty 
liftcned' to all . he ♦A!dy afnd treafeircd Wi words in 
mf ftcmbiy ;* kr ^ftjdi chieffy- in his ' company, 
and^with fit Wiilianl^di- LJfle, thb whole way from 
Leeds catUe to ElthamV - 

The king arrivtd" it Eltham orf-a Tucfday. 
Oft Ac Wcdhefday, the lords came from all parts. 
There were the diilte of Gloctft^r; the earls of 
Derby, Arundel^ Northumberland, Keftt, Ruriand, 
die carl marlhal, the archbifhops of Canterbury 
and of York,, the bifhops of London iand of 
"Wincheftcr : in fhort, iall who had been fummoncd 
arrived at Eltham on the Thurfdiy, by eight 
C'ck>ckinthe morning. » 

The parliament was holdcn in the king's apart- 
ment, in the prcfence of the king, his uncles 
and eounbil. The knights from Gafcony and the 
depodes -from the cities and towns; as well as 
thofe fent by the- duke of Lancafter, were 
prelent. 

I cannot fay what pafled at this parliament, for 
I was 'not admitted, nor were any but the members 
of iu It fat for upwards of four hours. When 
it was oyer, I renewed my acquaintance after 
dinner with an ancient knight whom in my youth 
I well knew, when be was of the chamber of 
king Edward. He was now one of the principal 

adviftpB 
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tdviiW^ . of :kmg Richard, and dcfcrvmg p^ It * 
his name was fir Richard Seury*. He ^nmc^ 
diaiely reQolleded me, diough it ,Wfi$ twei>ty-^^ur 
years fince we bad feen esK;h ocher> the Ij^ft t^Q« 
Mraa at Cc^bergef, at BruCfels^ in thehpt»l<^dft|ki(; 
Winceflaps and the duchef» Js^e of Bnbaiit. ;j,[{^..^ 

Sir Richard Sturry fq^Qiedj y4;ry glfifl to ftCr^^ 
^ made me. a hearty wdffimf* Ht aik/ed^af^ 
queftions, which J anfwered. a^ iuUy.and ayiifr/^ll.W 
I coiild. While we were wftUj^ng.neart^.kfPg'l 
apartment ^t l^ltht^mj I mq>ii]ied,ijf he co^ ^^9i™ 
me what had beeathe detenaination of the parUa^ 
ment : having mu&d awhile, he faid he would trtt 
me, for it "v^ not worth whilr to coAceal w^¥(K 
muft ihortly be made public. ; ^ . , . 

* You know,' continued tjhe knight> ^ oi; h^jp^ 
heard, that the duke of Lancafter left Engl4fi4^ ^ 
Aquitaine, on receiving the magnificent gift . ph(9 
king our lord made him. The king loves all, ^jrba^ 
pretend friendihip for him, but particularly the 
duke of Lancafter ; and out of gratitude^ which, 
he ftrongly feels, for the great fervices chf ^^uke 
has done the crown, as well on this a^ on.tl^.p^r 
fide of the ica, the king has given him aiv^ to; his 
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• This knt]g^t is called fir Richard Sem7,*-rScoryii-i*5evly, 
bat I imagine it saaft be fir Richard ' Sxonry* who was one of. 
king Richard's 4av}ourices> and has bees meutioned during tbfi^ 
reign of Edward III, 

•}> Collebergeu I do not pnderfland this pailage, for the 
town of Colbferg li'in the dochy of Potnetania. It never 
could have beoti there tWy met. There is a fall ftdp 'at the 
end of CoUebeirg in.* the printed and MS. copies ; (he M$$^. 
fay fourteen years inflead of twenty*four. 

heirs 
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han for ever the whole of the duchy of Aquitaine, I 
with all its dependancies, excepting the homagp, \ 
which is the fole thing he has referred for the 1 
crown of England in times to come. This g^ ] 
has gone through every legal form, with the ag- 
probation and confent of his other uncles and cl(e 
Englifh parliament. The king has fpcciaily com- 
manded all his fubjects within the boundaries pf 
Aquitaine, to obey punftually his well-beloved 
uncle the duke of Lancalter as their fovereign lord, 
and to pay him homage and fcrvice^ in the ufual 
manner, as they have done to their lords In former 
times. Should any prove rebellious to thcfc or- 
ders, the king gives the duke of Lancafter full 
powers to punifli fuch within three days after their 
difobedience, without any expeftation of fupport 
from him. 

' It has happened, however, that notwithftandi- 
ing thcfe itrid orders of the king, the barona,1 
knights, gentlemen, cities and towns of Gafcony, 
under the obedience of England, have united to- 
gether in oppofition to the duke of Lancafter, and 
refufe to obey him, declaring and maintaining 
that the gift the king made his uncle of Lancafter 
is null and void. The duke, who is defirous of 
afting in this bufinefs by fair means, has liftencd 
to their reafonings on the fubjeft, and advifed, to 
prevent further mifchicf, that they ihould fend 
hither properly- inftrufted peribns to lay their com- 
plaints before the king, and declare dieir reafons 
for having oppofed his orders. 

Vol. XL L ' They 
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♦ tliey have certainly this day very ably ex- 
. plained the caufe bf refufing their obedience to the 
diike of Lancafter, and have given the king aiid 
his Kzouncil enough to think upon. ' They will 
probably fucceed in their miffion^ and I will tell 
yoa my reafons for fo diinking -, but you will keep 
them iecretj undl the matter (hall become more 
"jpublic* I replied, that he might depend on my 
doit^ it. He then continued; ' I believe it was 
the official of Bordeaux, who, for his learning 
was their ifpokefman : he began by (hewing their 
procurations from the different towns, that greater 
&ith might be given to what he (hould fay^ He 
then declared, that the cides of Bordeaux, Bay- 
onne, Dax,. and all the lord(hips dependant on 
them, or within their limits and jurifdidions, are 
of fuch noble condition, that no king of England, 
by any ad of his, can disjoin them from the do- 
main of the crown of England, nor alienate' or 
difpo(e of them to any child, xmclc or brother he 
may have, nor by any way of marriage-fettlement 
nor othcrwifc. They above-named to^ns have 
received, from different kings of England, certain 
privileges, which their fucce(rors have fworn to 
maintain widiout any infringement $ and the mo-' 
ment a king of England comes into pofieflion of 
the crown of England and its dependancies, he 
fwears, on the miffal in his hand, to preferve in^ 
violate' all their privileges, which you, dear fire, 
have al(b done, as thefc papers will prove. He 
then produced charters, fairly engrofled and fcaled 
with the great feal of England^ which kmg 

Richard, 
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Richard^ who was then preient^ had given theWj 
and itad the whole claufe by claufe. 

* l^he contents of the charters were well iinder-^ 
ftood> for they were in Latin and French; and at 
the end he named feveral great barons and prelates^ 
to the number of eleven^ who had been nominated 
as fureties. 

* When the papers were read, each lord looked 
at his neighbour and to the king, but not 6ne faid 
a word in reply. The official, having finifherf 
reading his deeds, thus fpoke, addreffing himfelf 
to the king : * Moft beloved and renowned fove- 
rcign, and you, my dear lords, all what you have 
juft heard, am I charged by the deputies of the 
principal towns and inhabitants of Gafcony to lay 
before you, and to maintain their dcpendance' 
folely on the crdwn of England, as the charters' 
that have been ihewn plainly declare. Should 
the country be inclined to receive the duke of 
Lancalter for its lord, and be freed from the fer- 
vicc and homage it owes you, the lofs would be 
very great to England; for i^ at diis moment, 
the duke is attached to the king, and attentive to 
prefcrve the privileges of the crown of England, 
that love and afFeftion will, in courfe of time, be 
much weakened by his fuccefiive heirs, and by 
intermarriages that may take p\i,ct : it is neccfflary 
that marriages Ihould be concluded between great 
princes, for the more effeftually prcftrvihg the 
Ibve of their fubjcfts. Now it may' happfcii, in 
times to come, that the heirs of the duke of Lan- 
caftcr fhall unite thcmfelves by marriage ivith th<- 

L 2 daughters 



d4Ugjhtcrs of the kings of France, the dukes of 
Berry, Brittany, the counts of Foix or of At- 
magnac, the kings of Navarre, the dukes of An-, 
JQu or of Maifie^ and form alliances with their 
connedtions on the other fide of the fea, claim* 
log the whole fovereignty of Guyenne, and ruin-* 
ing the country, by putting it in oppofition to 
England. 

The king of England would probably, in 
fiicli a cafe, have great difficulty in recovering the 
tights due to the crown. Corfdcfccnd, therefore, 
moft noble king, and you, my dear lords, to 
confider well all the reafons I have laid before 
you ; for the whole country is unanimous and de- 
termined to remain under the obedience of our 
much redoubted lord and king, and in dependance 
on the crown of England.' The official here 
ended his fpeech ; and the prelates and lords, 
looking to each other* approached the king, con- 
duced by his two uncles and the earls of Derby 
and Arundel. 

* It was then fuggefted to thofe who had come 
frbm Aquitainc, to leave the chamber until called 
for, which they did, with the two knights who had 
been fcnt by the duke of Lancafter. This being 
donei the king^d^mandcd from the prelates and ba- 
tons what anfwer fbould be made. The prelates re^ 
ferred the anfwer to the two uncles of the king, be-^ 
^aufe the matter more nearly affefted them. At 
firft, they excufed themfelves, faying, it was a pub- 
lic cqncera«i and fhould be deliberated on in com- 
]a^on,;and not treated as any matter of favour. The 
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bufinefs thus remained -for fomc time; but thrf \ 
duke of Gloccfter being defired to give his opinion^ 
he faid, it would be a ftrong meafure to take from 
the king a gift that he had made with the unaniJ ( 
mous confcnt of his council, and that had bee* 
invefted with every legal form, becaufe hk fubje<ftt 
were rebellious ; that the king was not lord of hii 
inheritance if he coutd' not difpofe of it as ha 
pictfed. Some commented on this fpeech, w^ile 
others had the courage to fay the anfwer was not 
reafonable, though they dared not contradict iti 
for the duke of Glocefter was much feared. 

' The earl of Derby, fon of the duke of Lan-J 
carter, added, ' Good undc, you have well fpokenf 
and juftly explained the matterj and I fuppoi^ \ 
what you have faid.* The council on this begail# j 
to ftparate, and to murmur one to anothfer ; bol '■ 
they did not call in the envoys from Guyenne, nof 
thofe from the duke of Lancafter.' 

Here the old knight ended the convcrfationi j 
but I learnt from him afterwards, that when chi , 
king heard this, he diflembied his opinion, with 
the intention of again fummoning his council aftei 
dinner, to know if any mcafurcs, more to tho 
advantage of the crown, fhould be Jldf^ted, ot , 
if «iy thing further Ihould be 'done tthfclpeift ok- \ 
Aquitaine. " ' ''I , 

The king made the archbifliop of Canterbury 
fpcak on the bufinefs of his marriage, as he had 
ordered him in the morning, and who (hould be 
fent to France, for he was very earneft tJwt thia ' 
matter ihould be accomplilhed. It had before , 
Lj been 
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been ia debate^ and was nearly agrieed to, and 
thoie were named who were to crofs the Iea» 
although their ipftruftions had not been given to 
them. In this council it was ordered^ that the 
^chbiihop of Dublin^ the earl of Rutland^ the 
earl xnarihal^ the lord Beaumont^ fir Hugh 
Spencer^ fir Lewis Clifford, to the number of 
twenty knights and forty fquires of honour, fiiould 
waif on the king of France and propofe. a treatfsof 
marriage between the king of England an^ the lady 
Ifabella, his daughter, who might then be about 
eight years old. She had been betrothed ^fore 
tfy the duke .of Brittany's, fon, as you havxij fcen 
when thcl meeting tpok p}ace, and peace was qiade 
between tteiking of Frai^pe and the duke of Brit^ 
tany, iatiTours. Tq brc^fe: this would.beitJi^Qult^ 
iinrithe kang of France; ^:his vmcjios/.had j>ut cbeir 
feals.toth^itreaty. .. . .:-;;>;. 

Notwithllanding this . qbftacl^, the, ipngUih atpt^ 
bafladofsy r Juiving receiyed their ijni^nij^ions, fefi: 
London, and, cijoflieg the <ea at tJovcr, arrived 
ih itwQ dr.: tbrecsi days ^ Cais^is. They ftaid( there 
five daya :tQ refrefc-thciwfelves and. their horfes^ 
and 'then.<tep?rt?^y takiijgj;the road to Amieps;! 
bav^g f^M befdrp the Irifli herald March, who 
had. brought thcai paflpor?? frqni • the : king of 
France on his return to Calais. The lord dc 
^onchbutel 5 was alfo fent as a guide, and to 
have all cities and towns opened to them, as W(^ 
119 tbi'prdvide h^ what they might want. We will 
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leave them for a little, and retiim to the matters 
wc were before fpeaking of. 

As I have mentioned, the deputies fr6mGa(-?l 
cony and from the chief towns in Acjuicainc wert? J 
earneft in their felicitations to the king and council i 
that they might remain attached to the crown of ] 
England, according to their ancient rights and ' 
privileges, \vhich it had been repeatedly fworrf 
ihould be obferved, in fpite of every caule, ob-' 
ftacle or condition to the contrary. Three partt-j 
of the council, and the unanimous voice of ihe^ J 
people of England, were on their fide; butThom^l 
of Woodftock, duke of Glocefter, youngeft forfJ 
to the late king Edward, oppofed them, and^l 
plainly fhewed he willied his brother of Lancafte^f 
to be detained in Aquitaine, for he felt he was totf J 
powerful when in England, and too nearly allied* I 
to the king. As for his brother of York, he hcItJ*"! 
him cheap, for he interfered little in public affitirSi^ 
and was without malice or guile, wiihing only t^ 
live in quiet; he had befide juft married a young 
and beautiful wife, daughter to the carl of Ken^»i 
with whom he fpent moft of his time which was' 
not occupied with other amufements. '■' 

The duke of Glocefter was cunning and mali- , 
cious, and continually foliciting favours from his- 
nephew king Richard, pleading poverty, though 
he abounded in wealth ; for he was conftable of 
England, duke of Glocefter, earl of Buckingham, 
Eflexand Northampton. He had befide penfions 
on the king's exchequer, to the amount of four 
^ufand nobles a-year ; and he would not exerc 
L 4 himfelf 
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himfelf in any way to fervc his king ftr couhtry , if 
he were not well p^d for it. He was violently 
adverfe ta thofe of Aquitaine in this bufinefs, and 
did.^very thing in his power that the duke of 
Lancaftor. might not return to England^ for then 
he would harvc every thing his own way. 

To ihew that he governed the king and was the 
greateft in the council^ as fooix as. he had delivered 
his opinion^ and iaW that many Were murmuring at 
it> and that, the prelates aftd lords were diicufling 
k in fmall parties^ he quitted the king's chamber^ 
followed by the e^rl of Derby^ and entered the 
]>all 4t Eldiam^ where he ordered a table to be 
i^adj.and they both f4t dol^iil to dinner While the 
oiliers were debating, the biifiiisft. When die duke 
<^ York beard they werb at idinner^ he joined 
t^ffl» A&tr thci!t dinher^ which took ho long 
tkne, the duke of . Gloceder^ diffembling his 
thoughts» cook leave of the king as he was feated 
ai table^ iMunted his horfi:> .and returned to 
liondon. The earl of Derby remsuned that and 
the enfuing day with tl^ king and the lords> . but 
diofe fit>m Aquitsuoie coukl not procure any anfwer 
to their peddonSi 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

FROISSART PRESEJiTS HIS BOOK OF LOVE POtU^ 
TO KING RICHARD OF ENGLAND. «—- HE RE- 
LATES WHAT HE HAD HEARD OF THE LAST 
BXPEDltiON OF THE ENGLISH TO IRELAND^ 

T HAVE taken much pleafurc in detailing everjr 
diing relative to the difpute with Gafcony and 
Aquitaine^ that the truth of my hiftory may be 
apparent ; and becaufe I^ the author of it^ could 
not be prefent in thefe councils, that ancient and< 
valiant* knight fir Richard Sturry told me every 
thing, word for word, as I have tranfcribed. On ; 
the Sunday, the whole council were gone to Loiv- 
don, excci|>ting the duke of York, who remained 
with the king, and fir Richard Sturry : thefe twO| 
in conjunAion with fir Thomas Percy, mentioned: 
me agtili to the king, who defired to fee the book. 
I had brought for him* I prefented it to him in: 
bis chamber, for I had it with me, and laid it ei^^ 
his bedb He opened and looked into it with much . 
pleafure. He ought tXi have been pleafed^ for it 
was handfomdy written and illuminated, and bound; 
in crimfon-velvet, with ten filver gilt iluds, Md 
rofos of the fame in the middle, with two large 
clafps of filver gilt, richly worked with rofes in the 
center. 

The kingalked me what the book treated of: I 

replied, ^ Of love V He was pl^fcd with the an- 

fwer. 
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Iwcr, and dipped into fevcral places, reading parts 
aloud, for he read and fpoke French pcrfcftly 
welJ, and then gave it to one of his knights, called 
fir Richard Credon, to carry to his oratory, and 
made me many acknowledgments for it. 

It haippened this fame Sunday, after the king 

had received my book fo handfomely, an £ngli(h 

fquire, being in the king's chamber, called Henry 

Caftide*, a man of prudence and charaftcr, and 

who fpoke French well, made acquaintance mth 

me, becaufe he faw the king and lords give me fo 

hearty a reception, and had likewife noticed the 

book I had prefented to the king : he alio ioEUr 

gined, from his firfl converfadon, that I was an 

hiftorian; indeed,' he had been told fo by fit 

Richard Sturry. He thus addreffed me: *Sir 

John, have you as yet found any one to give you 

an account of the late expedition to Ireland, and 

how four kings of that country fubmitted them* 

felves to the obedience of the king ?* I replied, 

that I had not. * I will tell it you then,' £ud the 

fquire, who might be afout fifty years old, * in 

order that, when you are returned home, you may 

at your leifure infert it in your hiftory, to be had 

in perpetual remembrance.' I was delighted to 

hear this, and ofiered him my warmeft thanks. 

Henry Caftide thus began : * It is not in the me- 
mory of man that any king of England ever led 
fo large an armament of nien at arms and archers 

• Caftide. The MSS. Crifteed. Stowc, Henry CriftalL 
Saovage afterwards calb him CrifteUe. 

to 
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$[} m^€ XvM.:pn .-the.Iriih, as tlie prefent king. 

He remained upwards of nine months in Irc- 

U^odi at . .great. : cxpcnfc, which, however, was 

(jfeeer^Hy ; defrayed by his. kingdom ; for th<{ 

principal triti^s apd ^^owns ofrEngland thought 

it lyas welL laid, pi^t,;wheix.. they faw their king 

return, homcf wichhbnoui:; [Only gentlemen and 

archers had , beeii employed on this expedition; 

and ither^ were .^ich the; king four thoufand- knights 

aodffqmries. and -thirty thouiand archers, all regiv- 

larkr paid eyccy week, and fo well they were Ta- 

tisned. 

/To: tell you the truth, Ireland is one of the 
ivorQ: countries to qiake war in, or to conquer; 
for thepc .are fjjch inipenetrable and extenfive for 
refts, lakes and bogs, there is no knowing how :Co 
pais jdicm» and cairy pn war advantageoiifly : it is 
fothiidy inhabited, that, ivhencver the Irifh pleafe, 
they defert the towns, and take refuge in thefe fo- 
refts^ and live in huts made of boughs, . like wil4 
bcafts ; and whenever they perceive ^y . parties 
advancing .with, hoftile difpofitions, j^and ^bout to 
cfltcr their country, they fly to fuch narrow paflTes^ 
It is impolSb^e; to follow jthem. When they find a 
favoufable opportunity to att^k their enemies to 
adyantage, which frequently happens, from their 
knowledge of the country, they fail not to feize it ; 
juid no man. at .arms, be he ever fo well mounted, 
can, overta^ic them,,fo light are they ofi foot. Some- 
times they leap from the ground _.bchjnd a horfe- 
man, and embrace the rider (for they are very 

ftrong 



ftrong in dieir ftfms) f6 ti^tly; thtfi he efli tid 

^ay get rid of them. 

* The Irilh have pointed knives, with hnkti 
blades, (harp on b6th (ides like a dart-head, Wkh 
Which they kill their enemies j bat they nevet 
confider them as dead until they have cut their 
throats like fheep, opened their bellies and tak^ 
out their hearts, which they carry ofF with them^ 
and fome fay, who are well acquainted with' their 
manners, that they devour them aidelidoUfeimol^ 
fels. They never accept of ranfbcft for their pti^ 
foners ; and when they find they have not the ad* 
vantage in any (kirmifhesi they inlftantly fcpArate, 
and hide themfelves in hedges, bufbes, or Ik'blei 
under ground, fo that they feeni^O difapJiWl'i hd 
one knows whither. ^-■' 

* Sir William Windfor, wh6 has longer m«tt. 
war In Ireland thah any othcfr' Ehgltlti kni^t, Tiai 
never been Ale, during his^ refidcnce am6ng thtm, 
io learn corrcftly their mariners, nor the ^condition 
of the Iri(h pcopki/ They are a very hardy rttc^j 
of great fubtlcty, and of various tttnpers, paying 
no attention to cleahlinefs, nor to Sify gentleman^ 
although their ODuntry is governed by klrtgs, of 
Wliom there are feveral^ but ftem d)6rirow ttt re-* 
ttiain in the favage ftate they have been brotigtit 
up in. ^ 

* True it is, that four of the thoft potent kit^ 
in Ireland hav6 fubmitted to the king of En^bmd^ 
but more thtx)ugh love and good'hinnoor, than by 
battle or force. The carl of Ormond, whofc 

lands 
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lands join their kingdoms^ took great pain$ tp 
induce them to go to Dublin, where the king our 
lord, rciided^ and to fubmit themfelves to him and 
to the crown of England^ 

* This was conlidered by every one as a great 

acquiiition^ and the objed of the ornament ac* 

compliflied i for, during the whole of king Ed- 

ward'§ reign, of happy memory, he had never 

i^gh fuccefs as king Richard. The honour is 

^atj but the advantage little, for with fuch fa^ 

vages nothing can be done. I will tell you an in- 

ftance of their favagenefs, that it may ferve as an 

example to other nations You itiay depend on its 

tmth i for I was an eye-witnefs of what I fhall 

relate, as they were about a month under my care 

and governance at Dublin, to teach them the ufages 

of England, by orders of the king and council^ b^- 

caufe I knew their language as well as I did French 

and Englifh, for in my youth I was educated among 

them; and earl Thomas, father of the prefent earl 

of Ormond, kept me with him, out of afFedion, 

for my good horfemanfliip, 

* It happened that the earl above mentioned wa$ 
fentwith three hundred lances and one thoufand 
archers to make war on the Irifti ; for the Englilh 
had kept up a conftant warfare againfl: them, in 
hopes of bringing them under their fubjedtion. 
The earl of Ormond, whofe lands bordered on 
his opponents, had that day mounted me on one 
of his beft horfes, and I rode by his fide. The 
Irifli having formed an ambufcade to furprize the 
Englifh, advanced from it j but were fo Iharply 

at- 
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attacked by the archers, whofe arrows they cotild 
not withftand, for they are not armed againft them^ 
that they foon retreated. The carl purfued them^ 
and I, who was well mounted, kept clofc by him : 
it chanced that in this purfuit my horfe took frightj 
and ran away with me, in fpite of all my effbrts> 
into the midft of the enemy. My friends could 
never overtake mej and, in palling through the 
Irifh, one of them, by a great feat of agility^ 
leaped on the back of my horfe, and held mc 
tight with both his arms, but did me no harm 
with lance or knife. He preffed my horfe for* 
ward for more than two hours, and conduced. him 
to a large bufh, in a very retired fpot, where he 
found his companions who had run thither to elcapc 
the Englilh. 

* He fcemed much rejoiced to have made mc 
his prifoner, and carried me to his houfc, which 
was ftrbng, and in a town furrounded with wood, 
palifades and (lagnant water: the name of this 
town was Herpelin*. The gentleman who had 
taken me was called Brin Coftcrett> a very hand- 
fome man. I have frequently made inquiries after 
him, and hear that he is ftill alive, but very old. 
This Bryan Cofteret kept me with him (even years,, 
and gave me his daughter in marriage, by whom I 
have two girls. I will tell you how I obtained ixiy 
liberty. It happened in the feventh year of my 
captivity, that one of tljeir kings, Arthur Mac- 



tin, in MSS. Herpelepin. 
t BriA Cofteret, Q;^Br7an Cofteret 
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qwtnw^ king of Leidfter^ raifcd an army againit 
JLtOnel duke of Clarence, ion to king Edward of 
England, and both armies met very near the city 
of Leinfter. ^ In the battle that followed, many 
were flain and taken on both fides ^ but, the £ng-> 
lifh gaining the day, the Irilh were forced to fly, 
and the king of Leinfter efcaped. The fether of 
my wife was made prifoner, under the banner of 
the duke of Clarence : and as Bryan Cofteret was 
mounted on my horfe, which was remembered to 
have belonged to the earl of Ormond, it was then 
fiirft known that I was alive, that he had honour- 
ably entertained me at his houfe in Hcrpelin, and 
given me his daughter in marriage. 

* The duke of Clarence, fir *>Villiam Windfor, 
and all of our party, w^re well pleafcd to hear this 
news, and he was offered his liberty, on condition 
that he gave me mine, and fent me to the En^lifh 
army, with my wife and children. He at firft rc- 
liifcd the terms, from. his love to m^ his daughter 
and our children y but, when he found no other 
temis would be accepted, he agreed to them, pro- 
vided my eldeft daughter remained witli him. I 
ittumed to England with my wife and youngeft 
daughter, and fixed my rcfidence at Briftol. My 
two children are married : the one eftablilhed in 
Irdanjl has three boys and two girls, and her fifter 
four fpn^ and two daughters. 

' Becaufe the Irifii language is as familiar to 
me as Engliib, for I have always fpoken it in my ' 
fiunily, and introduced it,among my grandchildren 
as much as I can, I baive been chofen by our lord 

and 
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and king to teach and accullom the four Iri^ 
kingSy who have fwoFn obedience for ever to Eng- 
landj to the manners of the Englifh. I muft fay^ 
that thcfe kings who were under my management 
were of coarfe manners and underftandings ; and, 
in ipite of all that I could do to foften their Ian-* 
guage and nature, very little progrefs has been 
made, for they would frequently return to their 
former coarfe behaviour. 

' I will more particularly relate the charge that 
was given me over them, and how I managed it* 
The king of England intended thefe four kings 
fhould adopt the manners, appearance and drefs (^ 
the Englifli, for he wanted to create them knights* 
He gave them firft a very handfome houfe in the 
city of Dublin for themfclves and attendants, where 
I was ordered to refide with them, and never to 
leave the houfe without an abfolute neceffity. I 
Kved with them for three or four days, without any 
way interfering, that we might become accuftomed 
to each other, and I allowed them tp aft jufl as 
rficy pleafed. I obfcrved, that as they fat at table^ 
diey made grimaces, that did not feem to me grace- 
ful nor becoming, and I refolved in my own mind 
CO ihake them drop that cuftom/ 

^ When thefe kings were feated at table^ and 
the firft difli was ftrved, they would make their 
minftrcls and principal fervants fit befide thtm, 
and eat from their plates and drink from thfcir 
cups. They told me, this was a praifeworthy 
cuftom of their country, where every thing 
in common but the bed. I permitted this to 

don 
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<lonc for three days ; but on the fourth I ordered 
tHc tables to be laid out and covered properly, 
placing the four kings at an upper table, the min- 
ftircls at another below, and the fcrvants lower 
ftill. They looked at each other, and refufed to 
ear, faying I had deprived them of their old cuftom 
in which they had been brought up. 

* I replied with a fmile, to appeafe them, that 
tkeir cuftom was not decent nor fuitable to their 
rank, nor would it be honourable for thera to con- 
tinue it; for that now they (hould conform to the 
manners of the Englifh ; and to inftruft iheih in 
thefe particulars was the motive of my tefidence 
with them, having been Co ordered by the king of 
England and his council. When they heard this 
riicy made no further oppofition to whatever I pro- 
Jiofed, from having placed themfelves under the 
6l)edieijcc of England, and continued good hu- 
fflouredly to perfcvefe in it as long as I ftaid with 

ftem. 

' They had another cuftom I knew to be common 
in the countrj', which was the not wearing breeches. 
I had, in confequence, plenty of breeches made of 
linen and cloth, which I gave to the kings and 
their attendants, and accuftomed them to wear 
them. I rook away many rude articles, as well in 
their drefs as other things, and had great difficulty 
at the firft to induce them to wear robes of filkefi 
cloth, trimmed with fquirrcl-fkin or minever, for 
the kings only wrapped thcmfelves up in an Irifli 
cloak. In riding, they neither ufcd faddles nor 
Vol. XI. M ftirrupa. 
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fiirrups> and I had fome trouble to make them 
conform in this refped to the Engiifh manners. 

' r once made inquiry concerning their faith ; 
but they fcemed fo much difplcafed, I was forced 
to fiknc^ : they faid they believed in God and the 
Trinity, without any difference from our creed. I 
aiked which pope they were inclined to : they rc- 
plied> without hefitation, * To that at Rome..' . 

* I inquired if they would like to receive the 
order of knighthood ? for the king would }vil- 
lingly create them fuch, after the ufual modes of 
France, England, and other countries. They faid 
they wctre knights already, which ought to fadsfy 
them« I afked when they were made : they an- 
fwered^ at ieven years old ; that in Ireland a king 
makes his fon a knight, and fhould the child have 
loft his father, then the neareft relation ; and the 
yoiing knight t^egins to learn to tilt with a light 
lance againft a fhield fixed to a poft in a field, and 
the more lances he breaks the more honour he 
acquires. *By this method,* added they, 'are 
our young knights trained, more eipecially king's 
fons*' 

' Although I afked this, I was before well ac- 
quainted with the manner of educating their chil- 
dren to arms. I made no further reply than by 
faying, this kind of childifh knighthood would not 
fadsfy the king of England, and that he would 
create them in another mode. They afked^ « In 
what manner ?' ' In chyrch, with moft folemn cere- 
monies i* and I believe they paid attention to what 
Ifaid- 

' About 
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^ About two days after, the king was defiroua 
to create thefe kings knights ; and the earl of Or* 
mond, who underftood and fpoke Iriih well^ as his 
lands join the territories of the kings^ was fent to 
wait on them, that they might have more confidence 
in the meflage from the king and council. On his 
arrival, they fliewed him every refpcft, which he 
returned, as he knew well how to do, and they 
' feemed happy at his coming. He beganamoft 
friendly converfation with them, and inquired if 
they were fatisfied with my conduft and behaviour. 
They replied, * Perfcftly well : he has prudendy 
tod wifely taught us the manners and ufages of his 
country, for which we ought to be obliged, and 
do thank him.' 

' This anfwer was agreeable to the earl of Or- 
mond, for it' fliewed fenfej and then, by degrees, 
he began co talk of the order of knighthood they 
were to receive, explaining to them every article 
and ceremony of it, and how great a value fliould 
be fet on it, and how thofe who were created 
knights behaved. The whole of the earl's con- 
vcriatioa was very pleafing to the four kings, 
whom, however, as I have not yet named, I will 
, now do : firfl:, Aneel the great, king of Mcfte* ; 
fccondly, Brun de Thomond, king of Thomond 
and of Airef; the third, Arthur Macquemaire, 
Idng of Leinfter j and the fourth Contruo, king of 



• >Aneel the great, kiag of Mede. (^ 0*Neale the gr^at, 
idog of Meathu 

t TbdtaDadanlA^. Q:,UUter. „ 
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Gfi^vtfia «d fir*pe^i T^y wfere frta4e kmghts 
bf tH« h^d df ite klAg of Eng\^6, 6h the feaft 
CJf' our Utij iri March, whkh that ye^ fell on a 
Thiitkifi ia the cdthedral of DtiHin, that wak 
Rftlflfle^ by Sdiiit Johi^ the fiaptift. The ftwf 
kitigs watchiSd all the Wcdrtcfdtfy-ftight in the 
dathidral; arid oA tlW nloito^, after mafs, thef 
i^rt ti^eated kftigh^Sy wkh much folemmty. Theft 
i^ri knighted at the f&mt tiriie fir Thonlas Or^ 
^hd«f , fir Joatha& Fidoy and his coufin fir Johii 
Pado. The (out kmg^ Were very richly drcflfed, 
ftiitabte to their rank, and that day dined at the tabfc 
of king Richard, where they were much flared at 
by tht Ibrds and thofe prtfcnt : not indeed without 
. reafon ; for they were ftrange figures, and differ-* 
cntly countenanced to the Englifh or other na- 
tions. Vft are naturally inclined to ga^e at any 
thing ftrangej and it v^as certainly, fif Johrt^ at 
, that time, a great novelty to fee four Irifli kingi.* 
^ Sir Henry, I readily believe you, and Woldd 
h^xre given a good deal if I could have been there^ 
Laft year I had made arrai^inents for coming td 
England,, and Ihould have d(<me fo, had I rtot hi^wi 
6f the death of queen Anne, which made me poft- 
poiit ttiy journey. But I wifli to a(k you one things 
^J'hich has much furprifed tht : I fhouW like to kn^ff 
how thtfe four Irifh kings hive fo readily fubmitted 
fo king Richard, when his valiant grandfather^ Who 

^ t^cmtruo, kiiVg; of Ghieveno attfl Erpc. Q. O'ConiRv, 
king of Connaught. 
f Sir Thomas Orphem;^MtS. Otu^4m and Qmufjbtm. 
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was lb jtnuch rq^oubted every where, could nevcf 
reduce them to obedience, ^nd was always at. war 
with them. You have faid it was brought about by ' 
a, treaty arid the grace of God : the grace of God ij 
good, and of infinite value .to thofe who c^n pb- 
ftin it i but we fee few lords now-^-days ?iugmei>t 
their territories otherwife than by force. When I 
IhaH be returned to my native country of Haiqault, 
and fpe^ of thefe matters, I fhall be ftridtly exa-, 
4|ped concerning tjiem ; for our lord diike Albert 
of Pav^ria, earl pf Holland, HainauU and Zea- 
land,, and his fon William of Hainault, ftile them- 
felves Jords of Friefland, an extenfive country, 
bver which they claim the govern/rient, ^ their 
prcdeceffors have dpne before them; but the 
Frieflanders refufe to acknowledge their righjt, and 
will not by any means fubmit themfelves to their 
obedience.' 

To this Henry Caftide anfwered : ^ In truth, fir 
John, I cannot more fully e^^plain hbw it wa$ 
broujght about i but it is generally believed by 
moft pf our party, that the Irifh were exceedingly 
fiightened at the gre^t force the king landed in 
Ireland, where it remained for nine months. Their 
coafts were fo furrounded, that neither provifion 
nor mcrchandife could be landed ; but the inland 
natives were indifferent to this, as they are unac- 
quainted with commerce, nor do they wifh to know 
any thing of it, but fimply to live like wild beafts. 
Thofe who refide on the coaft oppofite to England 
arc Ijette^ informed, and ^ccuftpmed to XfzShc. 
Kiog£dwar^> of happy memory, had in his reign 
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fo many wars to provide for, in France, Brittanyt 
Gafcony and Scotland, that his forces were dif- 
perfed in different quarters, and he was unable to 
fend any great armament to Ireland. When the 
Irifli found fo large a force was now come againft 
them, they confidered it moft advifeable to fubmit 
themfelves to the king of England. 

* Formerly, when Saint Edward, who had beeti 
canonifed, and was worfhipped with much folem- 
nity by the Englifb, was their king, he thrice ac- 
fcated the Danes on fca and land. This Saint* Ed- 
ward, king of England, lord of Ireland and of Aqui- 
tainc*;^ the Irilh loved and feared more than any 
other king of England before or fince. It was for 
this r^afon, that when our king went thither laft 
year, l\t laid afide the leopards and flower de luces, 
and bore the arms of Saint Edward emblazoned on 
all his banners : thefe were a crofs patencc or, on a 
field gules, with four cloves argent on the fhield or 
banner, as you pleafe. Thi^ we heard was very 
pleafing to the Irifh, and inclined them more to 
fubmiflion, for in truth the anceftors of thefe four 
kings had done homage and fervice to Saint Ed- 
ward : they alfo confidered king Richard as a pru- 
dent and confcientious man, and have therefore 
paid their homage in the like manner as Was don^ 
to Saint Edward. 



• This muft be a miftakc ; far Aqiutaine was brought to 
the crown of England by the marriage of Eleanora, the dU 
voroed queen of Louis le Jeune, king cf France, #ithHeniy IL 
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'Thus I have related to you how our king ac- 
complifhed the objeft of his expedition to Ireland. 
Keep it in your memory, that when returned home 
you may infert it in your chronicle, with other 
hiftories that are connefted with it.' * Henry,^ 
fddl, ^you have well fpoken, and it fhall be 
done* Upon this, we fcparated; and, meeting 
foon after the herald March, I faid,?— ' March, tcU 
me what are the arms of Henry Caftide j fori have 
found him very agreeable, and he has kindly related 
to me the hiftory of the king's expedition to Ire- 
land^ and of the four Iriih kings, who, as he fays,^ 
were under his governance upwards of fifteea 
days/ March replied, ^ He bears, for arms a 
chevron gules on a field argent, with three be- 
fants gules, two above the. chevron and one 
below.* 

All thefe things I retained in my memory, 
and put on paper, for I wiihed not to forget 
them^ 
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CHAP. xxy. 

THE DURE OF LANCASTER IS ORDERED BACK 

FRpM A9.UITAINE. KING RICHARD RSCEfVfS 

A FRIENDLY ANSWER TO THE PROPQSAI.? HIS 
AMBASSADORS HAD MADE TO THE KING OF 

FRANCE FOR A MARRJAGE BETWEEN HIM 

* ■ - • 

AND TH^ LADY ISABELLA;^ PRINCESS OF 
FRANCE. 

T REMAINED in the hpufeMd of the king of 
^ Eqglfnd as long as I pleafed : but I was not 
alw^s ia the faniie pl^e, for the l^ing ir/equentljr 
c^^agcd his abod?. He went to Elthanij X^eds- 
aftle, Kingfton, Shenc, Chertfey and Winder j 
^ofie very far from London^i 

I w^s told for trudx, that the king and his coim* 
cil had written to the duke of Lancaftcr to return 
to England, for thofe from Aquitaine had boldly 
declared they would not fubmit to any other lord 
but the king of England. This had been deter- 
mined on by fo large a majority of the council 
that the duke of Glocefter, anxious as he was to 
keep his brother out of England, could not pre- 
vail that the gift the king had made him fhould be 
pcrfevered in. 

The whole council were fearful of the confe- 
quences: they were perfectly aware of what 
die deputies from Gafcony had meant by their 
ipeechcs ; for they declared^ that ihould die 
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duchy of Aquitaine be alienated from the crown of 
England, it would in tinie5 to cpipe be very pre- 
judicial to itt interffts. They were unwilling^ 
therefore, to riik fuph a lofs, as the towns of Bor- 
deaux and Bayonne had always ftrpngly fupportcd 
tiiecaufe of England. This was not forgotten tp 
be urged in the council during the abftn^^ of the 
duke of Glocefter 3 but when he was prcfcnt npnic 
dared to declare their real fentiments. T.h^ affair, 
therefore, was not further prefled. 
. I will now fay fomething of the earl of Rutl^cJ, 
the earl iparfhal and the other En^lifb ^qibaf-* 
iadors, that had been fent tp Frai^ce to treat of a 
xparriage between King Richard and fh^ yoypg 
daughter of the king of Fr^ncje, whQ w^^ not thej> 
'' iiipfc diiifi eight ye^rs old, and fell how theyprofr. 
pere4* Thefe ambaffadors continued their journey 
i&om C^s, through Amiens, Clenpopt in Beau* 
>roifisj to Paris : wherever they pafled, they were 
xnoft honourably received, according tp orders * 
chat had been given by the king pf France and 
Ills ^council. They were lodged at Paris near the 
Croix du Tiroir, and their attendants and'horfcs^ 
to th^ anjount of fiye hundred, in the j^djacent 
itrcets. TJ?e king of France refidcd at the Louvre, 
the qijcen and her children at the hotel de Saint 
Pol, the duk€ of Berry ^t the hotel de N^le, the 
^iuke of Burgundy at the hptel d'Artois : the duke 
of Bourbon, the duke of Orleans, the cpunt dc 
Saint Poland the lord de Coucywere at their owji 
hotels ; fpr the king had fummoned the whole of 
l»is /coupcil, that he mighf M the .l>ett?r advifed 

what 
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what anfwcr to make to the Englifh lords. He 
had ordered that two hundred crowns of France 
fhould be paid during their ftay in Paris, for the 
expenTes of them and their horfcs. 

The principal lords^ fuch as the earl of Rud^ 
and the earl marfhal, were frequently with the 
king, and ftaid dinner : the king, his brother and 
uncles, fhewed them every attention, from refpeft 
to the king of England. The ambafladors de- 
manded an aiifwer to their propofals, but were 
fome time put off with excufes ; for it was matter 
of great furprife to every one that the Englifk 
Ihould be fo forward to offer fuch an alliance ^ftef 
the bitter war that had been carried on between the 
two nations, for fuch a length of time. ^Somc in 
the council faid, — * How will it be poffible for the 
king, our lord, to give his daughter in marriage 
to his adverfary the king of England ? We think, 
that before fuch a meafure can take place, there 
ought to be a folid peace eflabliihed between 
France, England, and their allies.' This and 
many other points were agitated in the privy 
council of France. 

There was at this period a very wife chancellor 
of France, called fir Amaud de Corbie : he faw 
far into events likely to happen, and knew well 
the. different interefts that fwayed the kmgdom. 
He faid to the king and his uncles, — * My lords^ 
we ought to go ftraight forward in this bu(ineis.; 
for king Richard of England fhews plainly that he 
wifhcs nothing but affeftion to France, fince he is 
defirous to ally himfelf with us by marriage: Wc 

have 
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h& ave h^d two conferences for peace at Amiens and 
Leulinghen, but neither were brought to any 
tter conclufion than a prolongation of the truce, 
e know for certain, that the duke of Gloceflier i^ 
ijra oppofition to the king of England and his two 
t>x-others of Lancafter and of York, in every thing 
rerlative to a peace with France. Neither the king 
o£" England nor any others who wifh for peace cto 
nnake him change his fentiments, but in the end he 
^vill not be able to withftand the king. Let us 
tHcrcfore make the moft of this overture^ and give 
tHc ambafTadors fucb an anfwer that they may re- 
turn fatisfied.* The king of France and his un- 
cles agreed with the chancellor, more efpecially the 
duke of Burgundy, who was fo tired of war that 
he was anxious for peace on almoft any terms. 
He was principally induced to this from his terri- 
torics'of Flanders, which he held in right of his 
duchcfs, being oppofite to the fbores of England ; 
and the hearts of the Flemings were more inclined 
to the Englifli than the French, from the com- 
merce that was carried on between the two 
countries. 

It wis determined in the privy council, that 
the hearty welcome which had been made to the 
Englifli (hould be continued: the king particu- 
larly willed it fo : and it was advifed (whether 
through difllmulation or not) that the ambafladprs 
from England fhould receive kind anfwers, and 
have hopes given them before their departure 
that the king of England'^ propofal would be 
complied widi. 

The 
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ThjP fJHCf n of Fran.ce reGcic.d#t itc feiotrj tf §%^ 
Pol on the banU^ pf tfic Seine ; aod, the bcttcf Uf 
ple^c the Englifh lords, their reqycft was granttiJ, 
to vifit the queen and children, and cfpecialljr |h« 
princefs w^om they were foliciting for thpir quffep^ 
9s they were impatient to fee her. This.h^d bccfl 
^t firft refufcd, ^r the council cxcjufed thenjfdveSi 
by faying that (he was but a child ; ^nd tji^t, ^t hfr 
iige of eight years, nothing could be judged of lyb^ 
ihe might turn out. She had, hqwever, hpc^ 
lyell educated, as fhc fliewed the Englilh lord? 
when they waited upon her ; for when the lonj 
njarlhal h^cj dropped on his knees, faying, ^ M?i- 
d?itn, if it pleafe God, ygu fliall be pur \^y aji4 
queen,* (he replied inftandy, and without apy pfle 
adyiQng her, ' Sir, if it pkafe God, ?ind my lord 
and father, ]:hat I be qijeen of England, I (hs^ be 
well pleafed theneat ; for I have been fiol4 I i]bj^ 
then bP ^ great ladj'.' She n)ade the i^^l mvfl^ 
rife, and, taking hirp by the haqd, led hint tap .tbp 
queen, who was much plealed at h?r anfwer^ ^ 
were all who heard it. 

The appearance and manners of this young 
princefs were very agreeable to the Engliflj iftii^" 
Jsdors ; and ^ey thqughf ampng thepifclyc? that 
(he woyld be ^ lady of high honour and great wordir 
yV^en they had ftijid at Paris o^ore thgn twicpty 
4?yS| havinjg all thejr exppnfes defrayed by th^ 
Vjng of France, djiey received f^ourablc apfwen 
ig t^h^ir dem^ds froip th^ king and coiu>cilj jvith 
'feat: hopes that the obje<^ of their tpiflion would 
)e accomplilhed, but not immediately s j^r ;h4 
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^pAMSCs ^9 ^fy ysufigy aftd hid fikewife becA 
fi^amd i6 th6 foil 6f t<h« didse of Brittany. This 
«^klWbre di«y #el^i told ihlifi^ be Ri& goU c^rep, be^ 
£<>rc any thirtg feVffie* eolild be dOtte irt <he iMattcr : 
9€ tffifll tK«r(!lR>i-e: reniakf m tbis ft»tt the enfuing 
«dl9ficbf : diiffAg L^M ^ king (^ Fr«Mc?ft would 
lAfdfrff^licM ^ Mrke Had bt^il d«ind Co the 
of EngkMi itli, M^a ^ dd^s ftioald be 
Ite^glOien^d, tlk^ l^dAelier Bndf, Md fh« i^& calm, 
i^ht MaiR, dr iiAy 6t4^H \»llk>nf the king 
Ehgliijrid flidtiW preftr to fend, itid tbef Would 
w^ll mHved by &e khg iHd Oduitcil of 
Fi'a!nc<i. 

TMs anf#tr W« fattsft^ry ftSr <H« fiifglifli am- 
ba^a^Ws. Thejr tbok leave of th« ^tft«ft, her 
dirtighter the lad^ IfabdHa, iht bfol^r and mcleb 
«f iHt klhg, ind of aH of ^liii^AS it #eU rieceflfary 
itertaSefe feave, itM UifiPiUsi Molting thef fame 
tftid they" hid coftie ftSfti Gikis. Tint eari df 
Ku^tdEiid aiid tifl mUtOitii Whd wSfb the princi- 
pals in this embafly, haftened, before any of ihtir 
attendants, to carry the news of what they had 
done to the king of England. They landed at 
Sandwich, and in lefs than a day and a half 
arrived at Windfor, where the king then was. He 
was much rejoiced at their arrival, and with the an- 
fwers they had brought back. He did not negleft 
this bufinefsj for his mind was fo much occupied 
with it, that his whole thoughts were employed 
on the means of obtaining the daughter of France 
for his queen. If the king of England was thus 

bufily 
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bufily empkfftd, the king and council <^ Fnmce' 
mie not le& fo, in turning dicir thoughts horn 
Aey could make the moft of this marriage to die 
iuMiour and advantage of their country. 

Many fpoke of it^ fayin^> — ' If our advice were 
alked on the matter, and liftened to, we would fay^ 
that the king of England fhould never have ^a 
princefs of France until a firm peace were made 
between the two kingdoms and dieir allies. What 
good can be looked to from this conne6tioa 
to either country? for the moment die truces 
expire, and they have but three years to run, 
the war will recommence with as much inve- 
teracy as before. Thefe things ought to be 
well confidered/ The dukes of Berry and Or* 
leans, with many of the great barons of France, 
were of this opinion, which was well known to 
the king, the duke of Burgundy, and to the 
chancellor, who were eager for any peace that 
Ihould not be dilhonourable to the crown of 
France. 
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CHAP. XXVI 

V 

A'SCtyiRE OF NORMANDY^ CALLED ROBERT 
THE HERMITj HAVING DECLARED HE HAD 
SEEN A VISION^ WHILE AT SEA, ORDERING 
HIM TO INTERFERE IN MAKING A PEACE 
BETWEEN FRANCE AND ENG1.AND, IS SENT 
TO SLING RICHARD AND HIS UNCLES TO 
THIS EFFECT. 

AT this period, a valiant and, prudent fquirc 
^ *• returned home to France : he had travelled 
much beyond fea, and his voyages and travels had 
gained him great renown^ both at home and 
abroad, wherever they were known. This fquirc 
"Was from the country of Caux in Normandy, and 
his name was Robert Menuot*, but he was called 
Tlobcrt the Hermit. He was of a religious and 
holy life, of fair fpeech, and might be about fifty 
years old.^ He had attended the conferences at 
Leulinghen between the lords of France and Eng- 
land, where his difcourfes had been well liften- 
ed to. 

When Robert left Syria td return home, he em- 
barked at Baruth, but Iiad when at fea a furious 
tcmpeft, fo that, for two days and a night, he aiid 
his companions were in fuch danger they thought 
they muft be loft. ' Pcrfons in fuch peril are gene- 
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rally very repentant and contrit<?j and have 1 
greater fear of God. It happened, toward the end 
of the ftorm, when the Weather and fea became 
ibmewhat calmer, that a figure as bright as chryllal 
appeared to Robert, and faid ; * Robert, thou fli^ 
i^fcape from this peril, as well as thy companions 
for thy fake, for God has favourably heard thy 
prayers. He orders thee by me to return to 
Ffance as ^eedily as thou canft, and inftandy on 
thy arrival to wait on the king, and relate i^hat 
has befallen thee. Thou wilt tell him to liften to 
peace with his adverfary the king of England, for 
their wars have lafted too long. Do thou inter- 
fere boldly when conferences fhall be holden to 
treat of peace betw^een king Charles and king 
Richard, for thou fhalt be heard ; and all thofe 
who fball any way oppofe or prevent peace from 
taking effedb, fliall dearly pay for their wickcdnels 
in their lifetime.' 

Upon this, the voice ceafed and the figure va- 
liifhed, leaving Robert very penfive on what he 
had heard. He, however, believed that what he 
had feen came from Heaven : and from that mo- 
ment they had wind and weather to their wilhcs, 
which brought them to Genoa. 

Robert, on landing, took leave of his fellow- 
paffengers, and made the bcft of his way to Avig- 
non, where the firft thing he did was to pay bis 
devotions in the church of St. Peter. Finding 
there the grand penitentiary, he confeffed himfclf 
duly and devoudy to him, relating the vifion you 
have juft read, and alked his advice h6w he ihould 
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on the occafion. The penitentiary ftriAljr, tn^r 
j olned him not to mention the vi/ion to any on^ 
t>cfore he had told it to the king of France, accordr 
ixi.g to the orders given him, and that whatever th^ 
Wing fliould command he inuit do% 

^Robert followed this advice, and dreffing him? 
felf in plain grey cloth, with very fimple attend- 
ants, left Avignon, and continued his journey tp 
Palis, ^here he h^s^rd that the king was at Abbe« 
ville to, be near the conference at Amiens between 
the French and Englifh. He immediately went 
to the abbey of St, Peter, where the- king was 
lodged, at Abbeville, and was introduced to the 
ptcfcnce by a Norman knight, his neareft relation! 
c^Jed fir William Martel, who was of the king*s 
chamber, Robert minutely related every thing 
that had happened to him, which the king liflened . 
to with great attention ; but, as the duke of Bur- 
gundy and fir Arnaud de Corbie, chancellor of 
France, the two moft aftive commiflioners for 
France, were abfcnt at the conference, he faid to 
Robert, — * Our council arc at Leulinghen : yoji 
wjll j-emain here until they ftiall return, when I 
will talk with my uncle of Burgundy and the chan- 
cellor, and aft according as they fhall beft advife 
me.- ^ God aflift them !' anfwered Robert. 

This fame week the commiflioners returned to 
Abbeville from the conference, bringing with them 
a prqjcft for ppace. The Englifh bad inferted ar-' 
titles of fuch importance as a preliminary, that 
they had rcfufed to admit them without knowing 
ftrft the king's will on the fubjeft, and on their 
Vol. XL N arrival 
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toivaJ they laid them before hrs majefly. tUi 
king tboK his iinde of Burgundy and the ^chan- 
cellor afide, to inform them of what Robert the 
hermit had told him, and to know if it ought to 
be believed and afted upon. They having looked 
at each other iomc time in file nee, faid they would 
examine this Robert themfelves, and then would give 
him their opinion. Robert was fcnt for, and, being 
not far from where thefc fccret councils were held, 
foon arrived. On his adfniflion, he paid the king 
and the duke of Burgundy much refpeft ; and the 
king faid, * Repeat once more, very minutely, all 
that you told me.* * Willingly, fire,' replied 
Robert. He then detailed all you have before 
heard of his adventures and \"ifion, to which they 
attentively liftened j and when he had done, they 
deflred him to leave die chamber, thefe three only 
remaining together. The king a(ked the duke of 
Burgundy what he thought of it : * My lord,* 
fiid he, * the chancellor and mylHf will confider 
of ir, and give you our anUver to-morrow/ * Very 
well,* anl\vertd the king. 

Tiitr duke and che chancellor confulted a lont^ 
rime by rheoifelvr':, on :his matter, and on their 
mode of acting j tor chey faw the king believed 
t::e ^whjle, ani was deHrous that Robert ftiould be 
Abided to them as a coinmifSoner, for he was fo 
cloijueri: he converted the hearts of all who heard 
hi:vu Thcv ..t h:l i-rf Ivcd, thjt if Robert ffiould 
publicly vicchre :!.c cr^cts he had received in bis 
viiion it woidd be ddvifeable for him tj come to 
Lculinghen oiid explain :: ::• the lards of Englandj 

and 
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«Ad all who wiflied to hear it ; that it was lawful 
fo to aft ; and this was the anfwcr they made to the 
king on the cnfuing day. 

When the duke of Biirgundy and the chancellor 
returned to the conference, they carried Robert the 
liermirwith them, who was ready enough to fpeak 
what you have heard. On the lords of France and 
England being aflembled, Robert came in the 
midft of them> and eloquently, told the vifion he 
had at fea, and maintained, by a long harangue, 
that what it faid was by divine infpiration, and that 
God had fent it to him, becaufe he willed it fhoufd 
be fo» Some of the Englifh lords, fuch as the 
duke of Lancafter, the earl of Saliftury, fir Tho- 
tnas Percy, ^ fir William Clanvow, the bifhops of 
Saint David's and London, were inclined to credit 
what Robert related ; but the duke of Gloccfter 
and the earl of Arundel paid not any regard to it, 
and, when at their lodgings, in the abfehce of the 
French lords, faid it was only a cheat, and a ftorjr 
made up to laugh at and deceive them* They una- 
nimoufly refolved to write to king Richard every 
particular of what Robert the hermit had faid and 
fcen. This was done, and the letters given to a 
J knight of the king's chamber, called fir Richard 
Credon, who fjund the king at a handfome palace in 
Kent, called Leeds caftlci^ He prefented the king 
fetters from his commiflioncrs at Leulinghen, which 
gave him a full deeail of every thing relative to 
Robert the hermit. 

The ,king took much delight in perufing 
^ck letter*- at his leifi^ire, and, when he came to 

.^i ' thQ 



180 

part that related to Robert the hermit, he faidj he 
Ihould be glad to fee and hear this Robert ; for he 
w^ inclined- to believe that what he faid had hap- 
pened to him, might be tnie. He wrote back to 
the duke of Lancaftcr and the earl of Salifburjrj 
to prefs them fo exert themfelves, that a firm peace 
Ihbuld be eftabliftied between him, the king of 
France and his allies ; for, as Robert the hermit 
had f^d, the wars had lafted too long, and it 
was full time to hit upon fome means to procure 
peace. 

I have before related the whole of this matter ; 
and that as nothing was concluded, in, regard to a 
peace, a truce had been agreed on by the cora-^ 
miflioncrs on each fide, before they feparatcd, 
between the two kingdoms and their allies, to laft 
for four years, while, in the mean time, they would 
ftudy to promote a lading peace. Such were the 
intentions of the Englifh commiffioners, with the 
exception of the duke of Glocefter ; for he was 
refolved, on his return to England, to oppofe any 
peace with France ; but he diffembled then his r^al 
fentiments, to plcafe the king and his brother of 
Lahcafter. Thus did I become acquainted with 
what p'affed relative to Robert the hermit. 
* Shortly after the return of the earl of Rutland, 
the earl marfhal, the archbilhop of Dublin, Ctf 
Hygh Defpencer, fir Lewis Clifford, and thoft 
who had been attached to the embafly to Frapce, 
bringing with them friendly anfwcrs relative to 
the marriage, the parliament affembled at Weft- 
minftcr. The fe, parliaments laft ufually four days, 
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when all bufincfs relative to the country i$ 
fctdcd. 

At the mceeing of this parliament the duke o( 
Lancaftcr returned from Bordeaux, whither he had 
been fent as duke of Aquitaine, for the inhabi- 
tants had refufed to receive him in that quality. 
But I have mentioned thefe things before, and 
ihall therefore fay no more on the fubjeft. The 
duke of Lancailer, on his return to England, was 
well received by the king and lords, as was right, 
tad they difcourfed on various bufinefs together. 

As foon as it was known in France that the 
duke of Lancaftcr was in England, the king and 
his council refolved to fend thither Robert the 
hermit, with credential letters to the king of Eng* 
had, who was defirous of feeing him 5 and that, 
when he fliould come back to France, the eount de 
Saint Pol would ^o thither, 

Robert the hermit would be well received by 
the king and lords pf England, who would cheer- 
fuDy attend to all he (hould relate of the affairs of 
'%ria, Tartary, of Bajazet and Turkey, where he 
iod redded a long time s for of fuch matters the 
iEogliih lords ^ are very curious. Robert was or« 
dcrcd to make his preparations for going to Eng- 
laod, which much pleafed him, faying he wQuld 
JiiUiogly go thither, as it was a country he had 
Kvcr fcen. 

Credential letters were given him from the kin^ 

■rf France to king Richard and to his uacles. Ro- 

^Icft Paris with his array of only feven horfes, 

(but sdl his expeofes^ as wv juft> were t^ be paid 
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by the king of France,) and travelled to Bouh 
logne, where he embarked and crofled to Dover. 
He went thence to Eltham, a palace of the king 
of England, feven miles from London, and met 
there the king, the duke of Lancafter, the carb " 
of Salifbury and Huntingdon, and fir Thomas 
Percy, who fhewcd him much attention, in honour 
to the king of France, as did their fovereign, 
fi-om his defire to fee him. He gave his letters to 
the king and the other lords, who perufed them- 
with pleafure ; but the duke of Glocefter was, I 
believe, at this time at a caflle of his called Plelhy, 
in Eflex. When Robert had remained at Eltham 
with the king and his coyrt five days, he took his 
leave, and departed to vifit the duke of Glocefter. 
With this intent he rode to London, and, on the 
next day, continued his journey, and lay at a town, 
fifteen miles from London, called Brehonde^, and 
on the morrow arrived at Plcfby, where he was 
handfomely received by the duke and duchefs and 
their children. 

Rbbert delivered his letters from the king of 
France to the duke, who, on finding thcyivcrc 
credential letters, took Robert afide, and demanded 
the caufe of his coming. Robert replied, that he 
would tell him at his leifure, for that he was not 
come to make a fhort vifit. ^ Well,' faid the 
duke, ^ you are very welcome.' Robert the. hermit 
wa$ well acquainted with the double charafter of 
the duke, and that he was violent againft a peacf 
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vrith France, and in ftrong oppofition to the king 
ai>d his brother of Lancaftcr, who were wdin- 
clined to put an end to the war. He knew not 
well how to begin on this bufincfs, nor what means 
to urge to make him change his opinion ; for he 
had witnefTed his violence at Leulinghen, a(id 
knew that a war with France was uppermoft in his 
thoughts. This, however, did not prevent Ro- 
|)ert from talking to the duke of Qlocefter refpeft- 
ing a peace; but he found the duke cold an4 re-? 
iferved in his a,nfwers. He faid, ' that he had twQ 
elder brothers, of Lancafter and York, and that 
it was to them fuch affairs ought to be a,ddrefledj 
in preference to him ; befides, fuppoQng he wa^ 
willing to agree to a peace, perhaps the reft of 
the nation would not confent.' 

^ My very dear lord,' replied Robert, ' for the 
love of our Lord Jesus Christ do not oppofe a 
peace : you can do a great deal towards forming 
one; and you know how much vour king and 
nephew is inclined to it, who, befides, is anxious 
fo ftrengthen the love between the two kingdoms, 
by a . marriage with the daughter of the king of 
France.' 

To this the duke anfwered,— r' Robert, although 
you are at this moment in high favour, and well 
liftened to by the kings and lords of both countries, 
the matter of peace is of fo much confideration, 
that perfons of greater weight than you muft in- 
terfere in it. I repeat to you, what I have fre- 
qucndy f^id at different places and times, that I 
Ihall never be againft a peace that is honourable to 
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itiy country. All that in a former peace was agtco! 
upon with the king my father^ and my brother dift 
J)rince of Wales, and confirmed by the oath of 
king John, for himfelf and fucceffors, under penalty 
. of excommunication by the pope, has not beeti 
kept, and their oaths are of no value. The French 
have fraudulently broken the articles of this peace, 
and have even taken pofleflion, by treachery and 
force, of thofe lands, caftles and towns, that were 
given up at the peace to our late king and father, 
ind to his fucceffors. Befides, of the three mil- 
lions of francs which were to be paid as the ran- 
fom of king John, fix hundred thoufand are yet 
unpaid. 

* Thefe miktters, Robert, being fo frefti in our 
memory, trouble us gready, and make us cau- 
tious ; and we wonder (I fpeak not only of myfclf 
biit of others who have a right to interfere in the 
government) how our king fliould be fo thought* 
lefs that he does not compare paft times with 
the prefent; and how he can think of uniting 
himfelf with his enemies, and thereby difin- 
heriting the crown of England of all future ad- 
vantage.' 

' bear lord,* replied Robert, ^ our Lord 
Jesus Christ fuffered on the crofs for usfinncrs; 
but he forgave, at his dciath, thofe who had cm- 
cified him. It is ncceffary, therefore, that tfrc in 
like manner forgive our enemies, if we cxpeA to 
be admitted to the glories of paradife. All hatrcd> 
malice and ill will were put an cAd to^ and dititu- 
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tlliy pardoned, the day the peace was figned by 
your anceftor at Calais. 

'War was afterwards renewed with bitternefi 
between the two countries, through faults and de- 
ceptions ^on each fide ; for, when the prince of 
Wales returned from Caftille to Aquitaine, a fet of 
people, called Companions, the greater part of 
whom were Englifli, or Gafcons dependant on the 

r 

king of England or the prince, collefted together 
and entered France, without the fmallcft title of 
reaibn, and carried thither a more difaftrous war 
than the preceding one. They called the king- 
dom of France their manor, and were fo deter- 
mined on mifchief there was no refilling them : 
for this reafon, when the realm was fo opprcfied, 
and the evils daily multiplying, king Charles, fon 
to king John, was advifed by his valTah to provide 
%remedy, and oppofe fuch condu6t by open war 
wtjtherwife. 

. * Many great barons of Gafcony at this time 
rflicd themfelves with the king of France, whom 
the prince of Wales, who ought to have been their 
lord, wanted to opprefs aftd bring more under his 
power, as they faid and wanted to prove by 
Various fefts, but which they would not longer 
fuffer. They tnade war on the prince, in confor- 
mity to their appeal to the king of France, who^ 
hy the advice of his council, joined them in order 
to get rid of thefe free companies that ravaged 
France. Many lords, towns and caffles turned to 
^c ' kiqg of f iincc from the qppi:e(fions they la- 
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boured under from the prince, or thofc employetj 
]py him. -i;- 

' Thus was the war renewed widi more inveter 
racy than before, to the dcftruftion of the people 
and country, as well as the weakening the faith ol 
God. This laft is fo fenfibly felt in Chriftendom 
that the enemies of our faith, much emboldened:^ 
have already conquered great part of Greece, and 
the empire of Conftandnople, through fault of not 
refilling -a Turk called Bafant, furnamed Amora- 
baquin*. He has conquered the whole kingdom 
of Armenia, with the exception of the fingle town 
of Courch, fituated on the fea- fhore, like South- 
ampton or Briftol in this country. 

^ The Gcnoefe and Venetians hold this againft 
the Turks; but they cannot long ^ithftand the 
power of Bajazet, emperor pf Conftantinoplc, 
who is of your blood, for be is the fon of Hugh 
de Lufignan, by the lady Mary de Bourbon, cdt: 
lin-german to the queen your mother. But (hould- 
there be peace (as there will, if it pleafe God) 
between France and England^ all knights and 
fquires defirous of glory, and of exalting their 
names, will haften thither, and aflift the king of 
Armenia to drive out the Turks from his kins- 
dom. The war has continued too long between 
France and England, and all thofe who may any 



* This Amorabaquin^ fo much disfigured^ was the foltaa 
Bajazet> who afceoded the throre 1391. He was furnamedy 
like his father, I'Aaarath Bacqoin, -according to the MSS. ia. 
the Britifh Mufeum. 
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^ay oppofe or delay the bleflings of peace will 
fcverely be puniflied in this life for fo doing.' ^ 

'How do you know that?' faid the duke of 
Glocefter, 

* Pca<-lord>' anfwered Robert, * all I fay comes 
from divine infpiration, and was given m*'e in ^ / 
vifion as I was returning by fea from Baruth in 
Syria towards the ifland of Rhodes.' He then re- 
lated fully a\l he had feen and heard in this vifion, 
the more efFeftually to move the heart of the duke 
of Glocefter to liften to terms of peace. But the 
heart of the duke was hardened againft peace, and 
he always returned to his fornier opinions, holding 
in contempt, by his words, the French in all 
-^hings, notwithftanding what Robert had faid to 
him : however, as he was a foreigner, and feemcd 
eager to do good^, and knowing befide that the 
king of England wanted to conclude a peace, he 
diflembled his real fentiments as much as he 
could, and turned the converfatioa to other fub- 
jefts. 

Robert the hermit ftaid two days and as many 
nights at tlefliy with the duke and duchefs of 
Glocefter and their children, who, in outward ap- 
pearance, made him very welcome. On the third s 
day, he took leave of them, and departed for 
London ; and went thence to Wind for, where the 
king then rcfided. He was handfomely enter- 
tained at Windfor, as well in honour to the king ' 
pf France, who had fent him, as on account of 
his eloquence and good manners. It may be 
fupgofed that the king of England inquired of 
' ' ■ ■ I 
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him fecretly how he had fucceedcd widi his uncle 
of Gloccfter, and Robert told him truly all that had^ 
pafled, ' 

The king knew well that the duke of Glocefter 
would never willingly • agree to d peace with 
France, from his preference to war : he therefore 
paid much greater court, and fhewed more affec- 
" tion to his other uncles of Lancafter and York, 
and to other prelates and barons of England, who 
he thought would ferve him. 

Robert the hermit, having been a month or 
more in England, began to make preparations for " 
his departure. When he took leave of the king 
and lords, the king made him very rich prefents, 
out of love to the king qf France, as did the 
dukes of Lancafter and York, the carls of Hunt- 
ingdon and Sali(bury, and fir Thomas Percy, 
The king had him efcorted as far as Dover, where 
he embarked, and landed at Calais : he then jour- 
neyed on to Paris, where he found the king and 
queen of France, and his uncles, to whom he 
faithfully related the detail of his journey, and the 
good cheer the king of England had made him. 

Meffengers were almoft daily paffing from one 
king to the other, with the moft friendly letters 
from each. The king of England was very im- 
patient to fucceed in his marriage with the daughter' 
of the king of France, who, op his fide, had an 
affedion for it, as he did not fee how he could 
more nobly marry hen 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

LORD DE LA RIVIERE AND SIR JOHN It 
MERCIER ARE DELIVERED OUT OF PRI.SOK. 



•^ I ^HE lord de la Riviere and fir John le Mer-' 
•*• ci<r, after having been carried from priibn 
prifon, and to different caftles, were at laft 
iven up to the provoft of the Chatelet, and in 
aily expeftation of being put to death,, through 
lie hatred of the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, 
nd their advifcrs. They had been in this mclan- 
holy ftate for more than two years, without the 
ing being able to aflift them. He, however, 
ould 'not confent to their execution; and the 
^liukcs of Berry and Burgundy perceived that the 
^:iukc of Orleans ftrongly befriended them. 

The duchefs of Berry was inceflant in her en- 
T:reaties with her lord in their favour, more parti- 
^r ularly for the lord de la Riviere ; but they could 
*^ot condemn one without the other, for they were 
I:>oth implicated in the fame accufation. The fbli- 
c^itations of many worthy perfons, added to the 
j\iftice of their caufe, were of much weight :* and 
l^vcral of the great barons of France thought they 
Had now fufEciently fuffered, and fhould be fet At 
liberty ; for that fir John le Mercier had wept fb 
Continually, when in prifon, his fight was wcak- 
c^ned fo that he could fcarcely fee, and it was cur- 
rently reported he was quite blind. 

At 



At length, there was an end put to their fuffer^ 
ings ; for the king, although he ' had confented to 
their imprifonmcnt, for rcafons which had been 
given him, granted them his, pardon, deferring 
further inquiry into what had been laid to their 
charge until a future opportunity, and when he 
ihould be more fully informed. All his lands and 
caftles were reftored to the lord de la Riviere, and, 
in the firft inftance, the beautiful caftle of Auneau, 
near Chartres, on the borders of Beauce ; but he 
was ordered thither, and never to recrofs the river 
. Seine, unlefs recalled by the king's own mouth. 
Sir John le Mercier returned to his fine houfe 
of Noviant, of which he bore the title as lord, in 
the Laonnois -, and he had fimilar orders not to 
repafs the rivers Seine, Marne and Olfe, unlefs 
fpecially commanded by the king. They alfo 
bound themfclves to go to whatever prifon they 
might hereafter be ordered by the king or by his 
commiffioners. The two lords thankfully accept- 
ed this grace, and wtre rejoiced to be delivered 
from the Chatelet. On gaining their liberty, they 
thought they ftiould be allowed to fee the king, an4 
thank him for his mercy, but it was not fo : they 
were forced to quit Paris inftantly, and fet out for 
their different eftates* They, however, obtained 
their liberty, to the great joy of all who were at- 
tached to them. 



CHAP. 



m 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

THE Dl/KE OF BRITTANY AND StR OLIVER Dl 

tCLISSON ARE RECONCILED. THE DOWAGER 

C^UEEN OF SICILY INSTITUTES A LAW^SUIT lif 
THE COURTS OF PARIS AGAINST SIR PET'ER DB 
CRAON. 

'VT'OU have often heard of the feuds between the 
dul<c of Brittany and fir Oliver de Cliflbn j 
%rkd that, whenever the two parties met, a deadly 
engagement cnfucd, without either fide fliewing 
mercy. In this warfare, however, fir Oliver had 
the advantage, for two- thirds of the country were . 
in his favour. The barons of Brittany dififembled 
between both ; and the citizens of the chief towns 
told the duke, that this war no way concerned 
theni^ and that they would not interfere in it, for 
that commerce was more effcntial to them than a 
war with the lord de Cliflbn. 

Sir Oliver held them excufed in regard to hinj, 
^^ they Would be mediators in a peace, which the 
^^I<^oimt de Rbhah, the lord de Leon and the 
lord de Dignan, were preffing on the duke of 
^Httany> who had declared to thefe three lords> 
^^^t if he could obtain a meeting with the lord 
^^ CliflTon, he would comply with fuch terms as 
^^^y fhould thitik honourable to propofe. 

Thefe three barons went to the caftle where fir 
^Uvcr rcfided, and told him how far they had 

fuccceded 
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fuccccdcd with the duke, -who would at any time 
grant him and his company paffports for coming 
and going; and that they imagined, if once they 
could meet, all their quarrels would be put an cjid 
ta 

The lord dc Cliflbn replied,—* You are all my 
friends and relations, and I put my whole confi- 
dence in you : I verily believe what you fay from 
the duke that he would willingly have me in his 
prefence^ but, as God and my lord St. Yves may 
help me, I will never on fuch words or promife 
quit my caftle. Tell him, fince he has deputed 
you here, to fend me his eldeft fon, who fhaU 
remain as my pledge ^ and, when he fhall be ari^ 
rived, I will wait on him when and where h^ 
pleafes. As my end fhall be, fo will be that o£ 
his fon J if I return, he fhall return ; but, if I 
be detained, fo fhall he. Such are my condif* 
tions/ 

The three barons,* feeing they could gain no 
other anfwer, were fatisfied with it, and, taking 
their leave in a friendly manner, departed for 
Vannes, where the duke was waiting fqr them> 
and related to him the propofal from fir Oliver 
de'ClifTon. The duke could not obtain other 
terms ; and the lord dc ClifTon had greatly the 
advantage in this war: the duke conquered 
nothing from him, while fir Oliver won fevcr^ 
places from the duke, befides having twice cap- 
tured all his gold and filver plate, wi^h many pre* 
cious jewels, all of which he turned to his own 
profit. . . , 

The 
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The end, however, of this quarrel was as fol- 
lows ; the duke of Brittany, as great a prince a« 
he was, faw plainly he could no way bend the lord 
de Cli/Ton to his will, for he had too many friends 
in Brittany. With the exception of the great 
barons in the duchy, all the knights, fquires and 
inhabitants of the principal towns, inclined to the 
lord de ClilTon. The barons dilTcmblcd their fen- 
tioicnts, and told the duke, they would not inter- 
fere in the matter unlefs it Ihould be to mediate a 
peace, if any means could be found out for fo 
doing. The duke of Orleans, in particular, fup- 
ported fir Oliver underhand in various ways, and 
he was wejl pleafed whenever he received news of 
the good fuccefs of his enterprifes. 

The duke of Brittany, who was of a fubclc ima- 
gination, and had laboured hard with many dilE- 
culties in his time, weighed all thefc circum- 
itances ; and alfo that he was not beloved by his 
fubjefts, who would Ihew it, if they dared, without 
infringing their homage, as well as the children 
of fir Charles de Blois (lain at the battle of Auray; 
namely John of Brittany, count de Penthievre and 
Limoges, married to the daughter of the lord dc 
Cliffon; fir Henry of Brittany • his brother, and 

* Deayi Sauvage fayi in » marginal note, that he never heard 
of das perfonage before, and Aippofcs that at that period the 
CoUBlde Peathievre had not an/ hrother. 

In Aiid^rrou's Royal Genealogies, the lord Chaitea de Sloji 
liodiirae Gaido count de Penthievre died S. P.,— John, married 
to Mwgaret de ClilTon,— N. N, married lo Charles of Spain, 
tonftable of France, murdered by the king of Navarrcj — Mar/, 
ffifc of Lewis dulte of Anjou, fon of John king of France. 
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their fiftcf die queen of Naples and Jcrufalem. 
He felt Ukewife that he was growing old^ that Ms 
children were young, and except the duke and 
duchefs of Burgundy, he had not a friend in 
France who woiild take care of them, in cafe of 
his deceaie ; for, by the mother's fide, they .came 
from the branch of Navarre, which was not a fa* 
miiy well beloved in France from the remembrance 
of the many wicked afts, in former times, of king 
Charles of Navarre, the duchefs of Brittany's fe- 
thcr. .He was therefore afraid, fhould he die 
during the fubfifting hatred of fir Oliver dc Cliflbn 
and the count de Pcnthicvrc, his children would 
have too many enemies. He perceived alfo that 
the Englifti, who had certainly raifcd him to the 
honours he now pofleflcd, were becoming indif- 
ferent to his welfare, and would probably increafc 
in coolnefs, if the information he had received of 
the approaching connexion between the kings of 
France and England were true. He had learnt 
that the treaty of marriage was far advanced be- 
tween the king of England and the daughter of the 
king of France, who had been promifed to his 
eldeft (on. 

All thefc things alarmed the duke, but efpec'- 
ally what has been laft mentioned troubled him 
more than all the reft. Having fully confidercd 
them, he refolvcd to throw afide all difi[eml:4ing, 
and openly and honeflJy makj? peace with fir Oliver 
de Cliflbn and John of Brittany; leaving them to- 
fay what amends, if any, he fliould make for the 
damages done them during the war, and for what 

had 



htd happened in former times^ j^fefi^ing t(» him* 
iklf the duchy of Brittany^ which was to defc^nd 
after him to his children^ according t^ the <rireat]^ 
that had been figned> with the approbation of alt 
parties, by the children of fir Charles de Blois. 

This treaty he w^ not defkous to hav« broken t 
on die contrary, he would that every ardck fhoUld 
be obfervcd, and that it fhould again be fwom to 
■id loyally mainmined in its whole extent.. Should 
J4>hn of Bloisy count de Penthievre, not be fati^ 
Bed mA his inheritance in Brittany, he would fairly 
ItsFe it to the vifcount de Rohan, the lords de 
Dignan, de Laval, de L6on, de Beaumont^ and 
fir John de Harpedane, to fettle the matter be* 
tween them. 

The duke of Brittany, having maturely ar^ 
nnged this in his own mind, without aflcing ad-* 
vice from any one of his council,' called a fecre*^ 
tary, to whom, on entering his chamber, he gave 
a large fhect of paper, and faid, * Write dowii as 
f Ihdl didate.* The fecretary being ready, the 
<luke repeated to him every word he was to write. 
The fetter was indited in the mod: friendly terms 
to fir Oliver de Cliflbn, defiring him to devife 
ipme means {or them to have an interview, when 
^very thing fhould be fettled in the moil agreeable 
nanner. 

-•When the letter was felded up, in the prcfcncc 
Miy of the duke and his fecretary, he feakd ic 
with his fignet, and, calling his raoft trufty varlet 
i&to the chamber, faid,— ^ Haften to cafHe Joflclin, 
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and fay boldly that I have fent thee to fpeak with 
my couiin fir Oliver de Cliflbn. Thou wilt be irt'- 
troduced to him : faiute him-from me : if he re^ 
turn the fdute^ give him this letter^ and bring me 
back his anfwer; but on thy life tell no man^ wo- 
man or child whither thou art going, nor who has 
fent thee.' 

The varlet, having promifcd obedience,* let 
out, and on his Arrival at chateau-Joflfelint the 
guard was gready furprifcd when they heard that 
the duke of Brittany had fent him to ipeak with 
their lord. Neverthelefs, they informed fir Oliver 
of his coming, who ordered him into his prefcnce.: 
on his entrance, he delivered his meflagc and the 
letter. The lord de Gliflbn examined the private 
fignet of the duke, which he knew well, opened 
the letted, and read it two or three times over, and 
was much aftoniflied, during the perufal, at the $£^ 
feftionate and friendly terms it was written in* 
After mufing fome time, he told the varlet he 
would confider his anfwer, and ordered hinr to be 
conduced to an apartment by himfelf. 

The attendants dT the lord de Cliflon were coo* 
founded at what they faw and heard 1. for never be- 
fore had any one come from the duke of Brittany 
who had not been inftandy put to death, or con-* 
fined in the deepeft dungeon. When fir Olivtf 
had retired to his chamber, his thoughts were oc- 
cupied with the contents of the letter, and hit 
hatred to the duke was extinguifhed, from the fub* 
miiSive and alfe(5tionate manner in which he bad 

written 
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written to him : he faid to himfelf that he would 

prove liim, and fee if he were really in earnefti 

for he could not venture to go to him merely on 

the faith of this letter, and, if any accident hap>« 

pened to him, he would be pitied by none. 

He determined, therefore, that if the duke 
ipvould fend his jton as an hoilage, he would come 
^0 Jhim when and where he pleafed, but not other-* 
•. 'wife. He wrote a very friendly anfwer, and the 
^onclufion was, that if he wilhed to fee him, he 
xnull fend his fon as his pledge, who would be taken 
^e greateft care of until his return. This letter 
'Vras fealed and given to the varlet, who haftened 
back to the duke at Vannes, where he .was impa-^; 
^iently expcfting him. On receiving the letter. 
£t)m fir Oliver, he inftandy read it: having paufed 
a moment, he faid, ^ I will do k i for^ fince I 
knean to treat amicably with him, every caufe of 
dftruft muft be removed.* He wrote to the vifcount 
^ Rohan, who refided at his caflle of .C^ire, in the 
acighbourhooci of Vannes, to come to him. The vif- 
count, on the receipt of the duke's letter, waited 
on hitn> wd he then explained his intentions, by. 
laying, * Vifcount, you and the lord de Mon- 
boucher fhall carry my fon to chateau JofTelin, 
and briog back with you the lord de Cliflbn^ 
for I am determined to make up our quarrel/ 
The vifcount replied^ that with joy he would 
obey Jiim. 

-It was not many days after, that the vif*. 
count de. Rohan> the lord de Monboucher and 
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be nfeoift !fey^ y^ans 6)d, t6 chi^ao Jofleliflj 
i(fk€tt ItHy were haAdfoiml]^ and ho^qmbij^ 
rtrtiviftd by fit Oliver de Gliffon: W^feeti hfe 
faw the bdyi and tftiis ptoof of tonfidehce ^dltt 
^ dukt, 4ie was much affc£ted. The tkfce 
fthights dfo faid, ^ You fee, lir, how veil ili* 
dined the duke is to you : he how b^art you no- 
Akg but the finccrcft ^ftion. • ^ I am at pr<f* 
ftht convinced of itj' replied fir Oliver i ^ iMidjt 
fthcc hit makes fuch advances, I will not be h6^ 
|Aid hai^d, but put tnyfelf uhdor his obediwi^t. -I 
knew not if to you, who are fo nearly related l» 
hiitii and m whom he has fuch trufi: as to ^6t^ 
fide his fbn and heir, to bring and leaves htt^ fna 
sin hoftage until my retul-n^ ht has told the con^ 
ttnCs ^ Ae letter ke fent hie undei^ his ]^ivit« 
i5g;riet'/ 

^Sk»,^ MifWtTtd the kttights, ^he has aObldt 
M df tiitt earheil and fincere defire he has €o ntiki 
piac* yith you; and you may believe us!, for 
^ 4r^ y6ur reteaons.* ^ I firmly do believe you,** 
laid &f Oliver, as he went out to fetch tiiedi^'a- 
letter. Having read it cat them, ibey replied, 
^•He cSWtaihly has fpok^h to m in the very fanfe> 
^ei^tns iff which he has written to you, aftd in coaj- 
fequende has feiit us hither.' < 

- * So much *he better,* anfwered fir (Myerw » 

It was not long after the arrival of the thi^ 
kn^hfti> with the heir of Brittany, hck^tt Ac 
tdird de G4ifl^ had flutdfe his |Htepc&m^ofls, Thitf^^ 

att 
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bU &t out together from qhateau Joflelini earr jr- 
ing the boy with them ; fer fir Oliver (aid he 
:^Miuld give him * back to his father, as bilice* 
forward he (hould never diftruft the du^f^ ,^f^ 
the trial he had made of him. Such geiKir<>fi^ 
^was fhewn on both fides, that it was no wond^l" g 
fiffn peace was the confequence, 

Thcjr continued their journey to Vannea, where, 
^K3O0rding to the duke> orders, fir Oliver di(^ 
mounted at a coinvent of the DominicanjSi which 
as firiiated without the town^ where the dyi)ie had 
£xed the meeting > to take. place. When he heard 
that the lord de Cliflbn had brought back hk fon^ 
lie #aa highly delighted with his generofi^y and 
cotircefy. The duke iet out frojm his caftle of li 
^ocoe^ for the convent, where he and fir Oliver 
ihut themfelves up in a chamber: haVii)g con* 
•^crfcd fonie time, they .went privately into the 
.garden, aiid thence to the banks of a riverj and 
entered a fmall boat that conveyed theqat to^ Ifirge 
-mcffd that lay at anchor at the mouth of tho river, 
iNrfaich they boarded,' and, when at a d^ai^re froim 
their pepptej continiAed lor a long tijaM a <qth 
fcrcnce. . . i:. . 

I cannot' pretend to fay what pafled between 
them, but I will relate the confecjuenccs. Their 
friends thought they were all the time in the con- 
vent, when fhcy wert ori ffeip-boafd, aitahgfng 
all things on the footing they wifhed tliem to 
temaiB. They were upwards of two hoiirs to* 
geiher, if not longer^ according to what I hurd^ 
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aikl made a firm peace, which diey mutually fWorc 
to obfcrve moft rcligioufly. 
- When they were about to retum, they called 
their boatman, who rowed them back to the place, 
lie had brought them from, and they entered the 
church by a private door, through the garden and 
cloifters of the convent, whence they foon de* 
parted for the caftle of la Motte, die duke hold- 
ing fir Oliver by the hand. All who thus faw diem 
were pteafed 2 indeed, the whole of Brittany was 
very happy when the news of this> reconciliaiioii 
was made public; but greatly were they fur-- 
prifed on hearing how it had been brought about. 

John of Blois^ count de Penthievre, was no fofer 
by this peace : on the cpntrary, his revenue was 
ai^;mented twenty thoufand golden crowns of 
France, well and legaUy affigned to him and hk 
heirs.' To confirm and ftrengthen this peace, a 
marri^e was concluded between the ft^ of John 
cf Blois and a daughter of the duke of Brittany 1 
lb that thoie who looked for a continuance of war 
were difappointed. When intelligence of cfaefe 
tranfaftions reached France an<^ Engian^^ it cau^ 
very ^reat furprife*. 

You 

' - . . ■ I I . I' . i I . ., I . JLi i .w, I . . 

f When the duke of Bricuny and the lotd it Cliff>n were 
ieconQiled» they n2^ne4 co^nmiffiojaerf to put their agreeineikt 
into a legal fonn ; and, according to the hiftorian of Brittany 
oiften quoted, thefe lawyers met at Ancfer, near Rcdon,dM 19^1 
Odober 1595. The principal articles of the treaty were* tte 
A^ (luke fhottld affign over tq the count de Penthievre the lord* 
01106 Gtf Chl^teaooeuf do Fofe> Yi>dgooet^ Qourien^ Duanl^ 
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Yott^ have before had it related how fir Peter 

c3e Craon incurred the indignation of the king of 

f ranee and the duke of Touraine^ for his attempt 

<:o murder the conftablc of France, fir Oliver dc 

C^Iiflbn, as he was returning to his hotel in the 

night-time from the king's palace ; and that, from 

che duke of Brittany having fupported and given 

Jtmim an afylum, the king of France had declared 

againft him, which he would have carried into 

Sc& had he not been fuddenly uken ill between 

^flans and Angers, when on his march to Brittany;: 

but this melacholy event caufed the -expedition to 

i:>e put an end to, the army to be diibanded, and 

^very man to return to his own home. 

You have alfo heard how the dukes of Berry 

and Burgundy took up this bufinefs, and fhewed 
great hatred to thofe who had advifed the king to 

this expedition againit Brittany, fuch as the lord de 



Ch4teanlin in CornaaiHe, Lannion and Ch&teaulin fur Trieuc, 
ibr the yearly payment of eight thoufand livres ; that the dufee 
Ninight take back thefe lands when he pktfed, on giving oihert 
of.Hke value in Brituny or France ; that die count (hould pay 
obedience to the duke, notwithHanding the demolidon of the 
(aftle of fonguedoc, the reftoration of which he could never 
infifton; that the lord de CliiTon would acknowledge the duke 
ibr Im lord, but to have liberty, during four years, to appear 
perfonaUy or by proxy ; that all lands that had been feized by 
each fide diiring the war OkOM be leftored to their refpedive 

owners. 

TUs treaty was fealed and fworn to by the lord de ClifTon, 
at Rieux, the 20th Odtober. The count de Penthievre fwore ip 
it five days after at Guingamp, in the pre^ce of the viCcount 
dc Foo and Henri dc Jack,chl^Dbtrlain8 to the dukf. 

Cliflbn, 
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Cliflbiii the lord At la RM^i-e, fir John Ic Mcrciei — ' 
Montigvty and others; whom they made fuffcr fe 
verel jr fot it j for thefe two dukes had the fcfvt — 
#eign gtvcrnttitht of the kingdom during th^ 
illnefs of the king. You have likcwifc heard 6^ 
the inveterate w^lt that was carried on between 
duke of Brittiny and fir Oliver dc Cliflbn, and o 
their reconciliation 5 as well as of the deliverance^ 
of the lord At k Riviere, fir John le Mercicr^ 
and Mdntagu, from their confinements. Mon— 
tigu hSd' not fo tnany difficulties to encounter as& 
the othei* twt) 5 for, the inftiftt the king rccovcrcd 
his hei^h, he would have Montagu near his p«F- 
fon, and affift^d to mafce his excufes for ieveral 
chaises that "hid been laW agaihft' him. You muft: 
l«;now^ however, that thU dWbrder of the king, and 
many of thiti like kind that followed, (for he had 
ifeveral rclapfes, to the gfeat forrow and alafm of 
France,) greatly weakened his power; and his will 
was fo little attended to that the three above- 
named perfons, or m) of them at leaft, very nar- 
rowly efcaped death. 

Sir Peter de Craon hearing of the miferabie 
ftate of the kirig and kingdom of France, far from 
being forry, was much rejoiced, and made the 
ftrongefl entreaties that he might be reftored to 
the king's favGur, and allowed to return to the 
court of France. His negotiators were the duke' 
of Burgundy and fir Guy de la Trimouille, who 
would too eafily have fucceeded had not the duke 
of Orleans ftrenuoufly oppofed it. He prevented 
any treaty being made in favour of fir Peter de 

Craon 
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Craon as long as the war continued between tne 
duke of Brittany and the lord de Qiflbn -, hut, 
ivhen they were recdiicttcd, his hatred againft fir 
Peter was much fofcened. 

At thi^ periodt the queen of Naples and Jeru-^ 
iiifemj widow of' the late duke of Anjou, was pro- 
feonting fir Peter de Craon in the courts of juftice 
z% Faris^ for the reftitution of one hundred thou* 
fimd francs, a fmn ihe claimed as due to her late 
lord J and for that reafon, and to attend' the more 
to her affairs, flae rcfidcd privately in Paris. Sir 
Pe(M found hicnfelf very difagreeably fliutfted : 
K0 w«s fearful of the decifion of the paorfiasneht, 
for the l^y was of great perfonal weight/tad had 
prsyed froin whom, during the life of the duke of 
Asjduii^ he had received this fum, and for whkh, 
^.ftir tnaintmoed, he had never accounted. He 
^ffuMl at eafe on this account, and befides knew 
iiehad inculred the difgrace of t3ie king and the 
diike of Orleans. The duke and duchefs of Bur* 
gundy comforted him as wcU as they dCPuId^ and 
IttS Waa allowed to come to Paris, privatdy, wker& 
h 4ttmatned,. during the greater fztt cf his fb^ 
fidence, at die hottl d' Artoia^ under the fn^oteiStidA 
iff the duchefs of Bmrguodyv - : 



' . I ' 



■\ 


■ ■ - J 


v;':. v \. ,■■ • 


* 
■ « 


,<,'tri*',-i*'.' ■ 




f>^.'.',Mi •• 




' * 


■-.:,;■> 



■ ■ 1 ■ 



'I I 



. « , . t M •! ■ 



• * • 



» • ■■ vf 



i '.= 



i. 



dRfAP. 



S04 



CHAP. XXIX. 

THE KING or HUNGAHY WRITES TO THE KIKC 
OJF FRANCE HIS SITUATION IN RESPECT TO 
THE SULTAN BAJAZET.— JOHN OF BURGUNDTf 

• ELDEST SON TO THE DUKE OF tiURGUNDV^ 
MARCHES^ AS COMMANDER IN CHIEF, AN ARMY 
TO THE SUCCOUR OF THE HUNGARIANS. 

A BOUT this time, Sigifmond king of KUin- 
^^ gacy wrote very affeftionate letters to the 
king of France, which> he fent by a bifhop and 
two of his knights. The contents of thefe letters 
related to the threats of Bajazet^ and his bbaftings 
to the king of Hungary, of carrying the war into 
the midil of his realm, and thence to Rome, where 
his horfe fliould eat his oats on the altar of Saint 
Peter, fie faid he would eftablifh that place for 
the feat of hil^ imperial government, and be at* 
tended by the emperor of Conftantinople and ^ 
the principal barons of Greece: each of whom 
illould follow their own laws, for that he would 
only refenre to himfelf his authority as their loiti 
paramount. The king of Hungary entreated the 
king of France to liften to his diftrefs \ and make 
it public throughout France and other countric8» 
that all knights and fquires might be moved to 
provide themfelves with every neceflkry for a 
jourqcyto Hungary, to oppofe the fultan Bajazet> 
and prevent holy Chriftendom from being op- 

preiled 



preflcd or violated by him, and that his vain boaft- 
ings might be annihilated. '■ 

Many affedtionate exprcflions were contained in 
thefc letters, fuch as kings and coufins are accuf- 
tpm.ed to write to each other in cafes of ncceflity. 
Thofc who brought them were men of rank and 
underftanding, and acquitted themfclves fo well, 
that king Charles was much inclined to their 
requeft ; and the propofitions from king Richard 
for the marriage of his daughter profpered the 
taore, and were fooner agreed to, than if this in- 
telligence from Hungary had not arrived in Francej 
for, as king of France and cldefl: fon of the church, ' 
he was very defirous of providing a remedy for the 
evils that t^eatened it. 

The fubjedt of thefe letters was foon made pub- , 
lie, both at home and abroad, to move the hearts 
of gentlemen, knights and fquires, who were de- 
firous to travel in fearch of glory. 

At. the time this news came to Paris, there were 
with the king the duke and duchefs of Burgundy, 
their eldcft fon, John of Burgundy count de Ne- 
vers, who was not then a knight, fir Guy and fir 
William de la Trimouille, fir John dc Viennc, ad- 
miral of France, with other great barons. It was 
propofed, therefore, at the h6tel of the duke of 
Burgundy, who was eager to fend affiftancc to 
Hungary, that his fon, the count dc Nevers, 
fiiotilcl undertake an expedition thither, as com- 
mander in chief of the French and other chi- 
Vilry, 

John of Burgundy was a courteous and amiable 
youth 
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youth of twenty-two years old, greatly beloved 
by the knights and fquircs of Burgundy, and in* 
deed by all who were acquainted with him. He 
had married a prudent and devout lady, the daugh- 
ter of duke Albert of Bavaria, count of HainauJt, 
Holland and Zealan4> who had broi^gbt hiiT> two 
children, whom, in due feafon, he looked to. ally 
nobly* It was hinted to hip, to ki>ow what ht 
would AXi th^ perhaps the king of l^rmce tt^igh% 
fele(5l him, ta lead a body of men at arms to tht 
afliltance of the king of Hungary. He repliedi 
' that if it wer^ agreeable tp his lord the king, aru} 
his lord and fapher, he would cheerfully accept of 
(his corpm^pdi which came very oppQrt^nely, gs 
he had a great defire to gain renown.** * Sir^' an- 
fwcrcd thofe to whom he had addrefled him^lf, 
' fpeak firft tq your father, and learn whether he 
be willing that you go, and if he will talH to the 
king on the fubje<5t ; for without theif cpnlent no- 
thing could be done.^ 

It w^ not long after thU, that John of Bitt:- 
gundy fpoke to the dpke his father, requeuing 
byqably his confcnt to gp on the expedition «Q 
Hungary, as he had 4 ftrppg wjlh for it* Whrt 
he made this requeft, there yr^re ydih the duke fir 
Guy and fir WiUiain, de la Trimoiulle, fir Jame^ 
de Vergy, and other knjghts, who, talking part in 
the converfation, faid, — * My lord, whaf John of 
Burgundy alks is very rcafonabje, for it is time he 
(hould receive the order of knighthood ; Md he 
cannot more honourably receive it, than when 
marching againft the enemies of Goo and . of 

our 
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our faith. In cafe the king mtend to (end aifift^ 
ance to Hungary, whom can he ib properly ap* 
point as a leader than his coufin-gcrman, your fon ? 
and you will fee that many knights will join his 
company to advance their name.* 

The duke replied, — ' You fpeak to the pur- 

pofe« and we have no inclination to check the 
ardour of our fon ; but we muft firft talk to the 
king, and hear what he fhall fay.' The fubjed: 
then dropped; but it was not long before the 
duke mentioned it tq the king, who inftandy com* 
plied^ faying, he would do well to go thither ; and, 
4f he was. in eamelt, he not only gave his content, 
4)ut would appoint him commander in chief of the 
expedition. 

It was publilhed in Paris and elfewhere, that 
John of Burgundy was to lead a large body of 
men. at arms into Hungary, to oppofc the force of 
Baja^et i that, when this was done, he was to ad- 
vance to Conftantinople, crofe the Hellcipont, 
enter Syria, gain the Holy Land, and deliver Je- 
nifalcm amd the holy fepulchre frpm the hands 
pf the infidels, and the bondage of the fultan. 
Kni^tB and fquires began now to coUed): together, 
with other gentlemen who were defirous of re- 
nown. The duke of Burgundy, on the appoint- 
4Tient of his fon to the chief command, paid greater 
attention than before to the Hungarian ambalTa- 
dors, who, perceiving the good will of the king 
of France and the nation, were well pleafed, and 
cook leave of the king, the dukes of Orleans, 
Berry, Burgundy, the lord Philip d'Artoisi, count 

d'Eu 
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d'Eu and conftablc of France, the count de h 
Marche and the other barons, on their departure 
for their own country, where the king of Hungary 
was gready delisted with the news they brought. 
In confequence of this, he gave orders for large 
ftores of pfovifion to be provided againft the ar-^ 
rival of the French; and fent meffengers to his 
brother, * the king of Germany, and his coufin, the 
duke of Auftria, for all the paffcs in their terri- 
tories to be thrown open, as it would be neceflary 
for them to march that way : he likewife ordered 
plenty of provifion to be ready prepared, on the 
road they were to come* He fent alfo infbrma- 
tion of the expeded afliftance from France to did 
great mafter of the Teutonic order, and to the 
knights of Rhodes, that they might be ready to 
meet John of Burgundy, who, in the courfe q{ 
this fummer, would lead a thoufand knights and 
fquires^ all men of valour, into Hungary, on thdr 
way to Turkey, to oppofe the menaces of die 
fultan Bajazet. 

While the news of this expedition was the mit^- 
ter of converfadon every where, the lord de Couqr 
returned from the frontiers of Genoa, where he had 
been upwards of a year negotiating with the Ge« 
noefe. Some of the leading men in that city had' 
informed the duke of Orleans that perfons com-- 
pofing the government of Genoa were defirous of 
having for their duke one o( the blood-royal of 
France, and, as he had married the daughter of 
the duke of Milan, it would be very fuitable for 
him. 

In 
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In confcqucncc of this, the lord de Coucy had 
paflfed through Savoy and Piedmont, with the con-^ 
fent of the count de Savoye and the Savoyards^ 
accompanied by three hundred bnces and five 
liundred crofs-bows. Having obtained leave from 
the duke of Milan, he continued his journey from 
-Afti in Piedmont to a town called Alexandria, and 
whence to the frontiers of Genoa, to enter into ne- 
£otiadons with the Genoefe, and learn more plainly 
^eir intentions. By force he could do nothings 
■wnlefs he were very fuperior to the Genoefe, which 
^^?yas not the cafe. 

When the lord de Coucy had entered the terii- 
'^ries of Genoa, which are not cafy to conquer, if 
-xbe inhabitants have any difpofition to defend them, 
:^ome of thofe lords who had fent the information 
"CO the duke of Orleans, and had been the caufe of 
2iis coming, waifed on him, and with many friendly 
•^xpreffions welcomed him to their country and of- 
fered him their caftles. But. the lord de Coucy 
"Was as prudent as valiant, and being well acquaint- 
ed with the charaftcr of the Lombards and Ge- 
noefe, was unwilling to' truft too much to their 
oflFers and promifes. However, he received them 
kindly, and treated them fairly by words ; for al- 
though there were many conferences between them, 
they were held in the open fields, and not in any 
houfe or caftJe i but the more he negotiated the 
lefs he g^ned. 

The Genoefe fhewed him every token of affec- 
tion, and invited him repeatedly to come to 
Genoa, or to Porto Venere, but the lord de Coucy 
Vol. XI. P would 
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would never put himfclf in their power. The 
iflue -^of his negotiation was unfuccefsfui ; and 
when it was found he could not do any thing, 
having regularly written to the duke of Orleans 
refpe£Hng the ftate of afTairs^ he was remanded 
to Paris, ait the time when the expedition to Hun^ 
gary was in agitation. 

' The duke and duchefs of Burgundy were happy 
at his return, and, fending for him to the hotel 
d'Artots, addrelTed him in the moft amiciable 
manner as follows : 

' Lord de Coucy, we have the highcft opinion 
of your underftanding, valour and prudence ; and 
as we have made John our fon and heir undertake 
the command of an expedition, which we hope 
will turn out to the honour of God and Chriftcn- 
dom, knowing that you of all the knights of France 
are the beft informed of warlike affairs, we beg and 
entreat moft earneftly that you would be the coun« 
feilor and companion of our fon in this expedition ; 
for which we fhall be fo grcady obliged, that we 
will return it by ferving you or yours to the utmoft 
of our power/ 

The lord de Coucy replied, — * My lord, and 
you Madam, what you rcqueft is to me an or- 
der. I will furcly be of this expedition, if it 
pleafe God, for two reafons: firft, from devo- 
tion, and to defend the faith of Jesus Christ; 
fecondly, from the honour you do me, by giving 
me the charge of advifing my lord John* your 
fon* I (hall therefore obey, and acquit . myfelf 
in all refpeds to the btft of my abilirics. Bur, 

mjr 
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toy dear Ibrd, and you my very dear lady, you 
may readily excufe me from diis weight, and lay 
it on the lord Philip d'Artois, conftable of France, 
and on the count de la Marche i for they are nearly 
related to him, and intend to form a part of the 
expedition.' 

The duke anfwered, — ' Lord de Coucy, you 
have fcen much more than ^ith?r of them, a^^ 
know more of war than "our coufins of Eu and 
de la Marche ; and we entreat you to comply with 
our requeft.' 

* My lord,' faid the lord de Coucy, * your words 
arc commands ; and I will do as you require, fincc 
bis your plcafure, with the aid of fir Guy de la 
Trimouille, his brother fir William, and fir John 
deVienne admiral of France.* 

The duke and duchefs were well pleafcd with 

this anfwer. 

■» 

The lords of France made vaft preparations 
' for their expedition to Hungary, and folicited the 
coqapany and fcrvice of dilFercnt barons, knights 
and fquircs. Such as were not afkcd, and had a 
^ifh to go thither, made application to the count 
U'Eu, conftable of France, the count de la Marche 
or the lord de Coucy, that they would take them in 
^hcir company. Some were accepted : but thofc 
^howcre not, confidering the great diftance Hun- 
gary and Turkey were froiii France, ^ready cooled 
i*^ their ardour ; for, as they were not retained, 
they were not fufEciently wealthy to perform the 
Journey with credit to themfelvest 

P 2 Nothing 
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Noduag was fpared in the prcpandons fiir die 
joang Jebn of Burgund7 widi regard to horfes^ 
armour, emUazomncncs, drcfles, filyer and goU 
phtCj and die duke*s officers were fiilly employed 
in die inifinefs. Large funis of florins were given 
to the lervants of John of Burgundy, who paid 
diem to the dificrent workmen as they finiflied 
and brought home their works. The barons, 
k ni gh ts and fquires, to do him honour, exerted 
diemftlves to make their equipments as hamlfome 
as poffible. 

The lord Phitip d'Artois, count d'Eu, mad< 
magnificent preparations ; for he was determined^^ ^ 
to march thither as conftable of France ; and th( 
king, who much loved him, affiftcd him witl 
money, and he a^lcd in the fame manner wir 
rcfped to the lord Boucicaut, marfhal of France -e. ' 
The duke of Burgundy, confidcring that this e>^— ^f, 
pedition would coft him very large fums, and tl^rzaat 
the ftatc of his wife, himielf and his fbn Anthoi^^y^ 
ought not to be any way diminifbed, bcthou ^ay /jf 
himfelf of a tax he had in relcrve, in order to fm^ nd 
a fupply of money for thefe cxpenfes. He t^^ad 
received from ciries and towns in Burgundy > as 
the ufual tax on his eldeft fon receiving the order 
of knighthood, fix fcore thoufand golden crowr?s; 
but his additional tax was l^d on all knights w/io 
held fiefs from him, to attend his fon into Hun- 
gary, or compound in money. Some were taxed 
at one thoufand livres, others at two thoufand; 
fomc at five hundred -, each according to his 

wealth. 
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'^ealth^ or the value of the lands. Ladies and 
ancient knights^ who were unfit or difabled to un- 
<lertake fuch an expedition^ paid compofitions at 
the duke^s pleafure. The young knights and 
fquircs were exempted paying, for they were 
told,—' My lord does not want your money : you 
inuft accompany the lord John at your own cofts 
aid charges.' Of this laft tax, the duke of Bur- 
£^ndy received from the gentlemen of his duchy 
lixty thoufand crpwns, for none were exempted. 



CHAP. XXX. 

■^^^E COUNT D'OSTREVANT, BROTHIR-IN-LAW 
TO JOHN OF BURGUNDY, BEING DESIROUS TO 
MARCH TO HUNGARY, IS ADVISED BY HIS 
' FATHER TO ATTEMPT, IN PREFERENCE, THR 
RB-CONQUEST OF FRIESLAND, WHICH BELONG*' 
ED TO THEM. 

^^TEWS of this expedition to Hungary was 
■ ^ Q)read far and near. On its being announced 
^n Hainault, knights and fquires, eager for re* 
*^own, affembled together, and faid, — ' It would 
'^t be amifs if our lord of Hainault, who is young 
^d promifing, were to accompany his brother- 
^rlawt the count de Nevers, in this expedition i 
<uid^ fliould it take place, we muft not fail to 
Attend hkii/ 

P3 The 
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The count d*Oftrcvant rcfided in Quefnoy at i^c 
time fuch cohverfations were held, and was in- 
formed what his knights and fquires faid. Thu 
made him the more willing to accompany his 
brother-m-law, having before had fuch intentions. 
Whenever the fubjedl was mentioned in hb prc- 
fence, he diffcmbkd his real thoughts, by faying 
litde about it, meaning to confult his lord and 
father, duke Albert of Bavaria, count of Hainaul^ 
how he would advife him to aft. 

It was not naany days before he fet out to vifit 
the duke and duchcfs of Bavaria at the HaguCi 
where they lived. He addreifed his father, — ' My 
lord, it is currendy reported that my brother-in- 
law of Nevers has undertaken an expedition to 
Hungary, and thence to Turkey, againft the fultaa 
Bajazet. There myft be grand deeds of arms 
performed i and at this moment I am pcrfeftly 
idle> knowing not whither to bear arms : I wi(h to 
l^arn ^ur intentions, if it would be agreeable to 
you that I fhould accompany my brother-in-law on 
this honourable expedition, with one hundred, of 
our chivalry. My lord and lady of Burgundy will 
thank Vfic for fo doing; and there are many 
knights an4 fquires ip Hainault who will eagerly 
go with me.' 

Duke Albert repliedi like one who had well 
weighed the fubjeft, — * William, fincc thou haft 
to great a defire to travel, and to fcek for deedikof 
arms in Hungary and Turkey, againft a people 
and country who have never done us any wrpng, 
it muft be caufcd by vainglor)- alone, fpr thou haft 

not 
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^ot a ihadow of reafon to induce thee to go thither. 
Xct John of Burgundy and our coufins of France 
yprform their enterprifc, and do thou undertake^ 
one that more nearly touches us. March to 
J^rieflan^j and conquer back that country, which 
^as our- inheritance ; for the Frieflanders have, by 
Jcbellion, withdrawn themfclves from our obedi- 
ence 5 and, if thou undertake this, I will aflift 
"^hce.* This fpeech from his father was very 
agreeable to the count d'Oftrevant, and raifed his 
ipiric : he anfwered, ' My lord, you fay well,* 
and, if it be your opinion I Ihould undertake fuch 
3n expedition, I will do fo heartily/ By little and 
little, the matter was fo long talked over betwee.; 
^c &ther and fcwi, that the invafion of Fricflan^ , 
"^as agreed upon j and a circumftancc I fhall relate 
greatly helped him in this matter. 

The count d'Oftrevant had at that time, for his 
principal advifer, a fquire of Hamault, called 
I'^icrabras, or the baftard of Vertain. He was 
^qual in prudence as in arms, fo that when the 
^ount told him what his father had faid, he re- 
plied,--:* Sir, my lord your father gives you ex- 
^^llent advice. It will be more for your honour to 
.Undertake this expedition than to join that tb 
^vingary; and, when you begin your prepara- 
^ons for it, you will find plenty of knights and 
Squires in Hainault and elfcwhere, ready to accom- 
pany and affift you. But if you really are in earneft 
^o undertake it, I would recommend that you firft 
go to England, to make known your intentions to 
^he knights and fquires of that country ; and to 
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entreat the king of England, your coufin, that he 
would permit you to retain knights, fguires and 
archers, and allow them to accept of your pay, 
knd to accompany you from England. The En- 
glifti are men of valour: if you fuccced in ob- 
tefaring their afliftance, you will go far to be fuc- 
ccfsful ; ahd if you can prevail on your coufin, the 
4arl of Derby, to take part and come with you, 
there will be ftill greater chances of fuccefs,* and 
yotir enterprife will gain more renown.* 

The count d'Oftrcvant inclined to the council of 
Fierabras de Vertain, for he thought it good ; and, 
tirhen he fpoke of it to the lord de Gomegines, 
he Kkewife agreed to it, as did ' all who were 
friends to the count. News of this was whifpercd 
throughout Hainault, and a proclamation foon 
after ifTued, to prohibit all knights and fquires 
fronf! quitting the country, to form part of any 
>Xpediti9n to Hungary or elfcwhere, for that 
the count d'Oftrevant needed their ferviccs, and 
would, this fummer, lead them againft Fricf- 
bnd. 

We will, for a while, leave this matter, and 
ij>eak of Others thatwere in greater forwardnefs. 
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' CHAP. XXXI. 



JOHN OF BtfRGUNby, COUNf OF NEVERS, LEADS 
AN ARMY INTO HUNGARY AGAINST THE 
TURKS. THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE MAR- 
RIAGE OF KING RICHARD OF ENGLAND WITH 
THE ELDEST PRINCESS OF FRANCE ARE CON- 
TINUED, 

« 

rr^HE knights and fquires in different countries 
* were all alive at the wars that Teemed likely 
to take place in oppofite quarters: Cotnc made 
themlelves ready for the exdipetion to Hungary ; 
others for that to Friefland: and whenever they 
met they converled on thefe fubjeds* 

The count de Nevers was prepared; and all 

tboie knights had been enrolled who were to be 

Under his chatges^ and to accompany him. The 

^Nirveyances were very confiderable and well ar* 

ruagtd ; and^ as the honour of die expedition was 

fl^vcn ID lum^ he made handiboie preiems to his 

lcfiig;his and iqmres^ and gave them many (lores > 

lor, as the journey was long and expenfive^ it wa^ 

Xnjt proper the men at arms Ibould be aided t<# 

lbi^>ort t^iem. In Hke manner did other lords 

^ ; iuch as the CDofikable of France^ the count 

JSt h, Marcbe^ the lords I^iilip and Hexiry de Bar^ 

ibe lord de Coucy, fir Guy de la Trimouille, fir 

Jcim 6t Vjcnne admiral of TFrwct, Bovck^xjt 

nadbsH cf FraxKie^ fir Reginald de Roye^ the 

k>rd^ 
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lords dc Saint Pol, dt Montmorcl, de Saint Py, 
the haze dc Flanders, fir Louis dc Brczc, his 
brother^ and the borg'nc de Mgnqucl, with many 
more ; for they amquntcd to one thoufand knights 
and as many fquires^ all men of tried courage and 
entcrprizc. 

They left their homes about the middle of 
March, and advanced in good array by compa- 
nies. They found all the roads open to them> for 
the king of Germany had commanded that his 
country and Bohemia -fhould afford them every 
friendly aiTiilance to fupply their wants^ and that 
the prices of provifion (hould on no account be 
raifcd. 

Thus did thefe lords of France march to the 
afliftance of the king of Hungary, whofe army was 
to have a pitched batde againft that of Bajazet, on 
the 2oth day of the enfuing month of May. They 
paiTed Lorraine, the counties of Bar and Mont- 
belliard, the diichy of Burgundy, and, entering 
Auflais, traverfed that whole country, and, having 
croflcd the Rhine in many places, marched through 
the county of Ferrette, and entered Auftria.— — 
This is an extenfive and wild country, with di£S« 
cult paflcs i but they advanced with fo good ao 
inclination, that they did not fufFcr from the la- 
bour and fatigue. The chief converfation of the 
French lords was concerning the power of the* 
Turks, which they fecmed to make very light 
of. 

The duke of Auftria gave the French lords a 
handfomc reception i but he was particularly at- 
tentive 
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tcnti^c to John of Burgyndy,- for the lord Otho, 
cldcft fon to the duke, had cfpoufed Mary oif 
Burgundy, his fifter. All thefe French lords 
were to aflemble at a city called Buda, in Hun^ 
gcry. Let us return to the affairs of France. 

You have before heard that the king of Eng- 
land had fcnt as ambafladors to the king of France, 
to conclude a marriage between him and his eldcft " 
daughter Ifabella, the archbilhop of Dublin, the 
bilhop of St. David's, the earl marihal, the earl 
of Rudand, fon to the duke of York, fir Henry 
Clifibrd, the lord Beaumont, the lord Defpencer, 
fir John de Roberfat, and feveral more. They 
had fuccecded well in the bufinefs, and the French 
king made them welcome, as did his uncles and 
council. The ambafladors returned to England in 
liigh fpirits, and gave the king great hopes that 
his wiihes would be gratified. 

King Richard was not idle in the bufinefs, but 
during the following winter, frequently reminded 
the king and council of France of it, who were far 
from being adverfe, for they confidered it as one 
of the furefi: means to put an end to the.war^i 
whi^ had lafted ib long between France and 
England. The . treaty was carried on with eager-p- 
ads and fnendfhip on both fides ; and the king of 
England promifed, from the power he had over 
his fubjeds, that there fhould be • peace between 
the two countries. To conclude the bufinefs, the 
earl of Rutland and the earl marihal, with the 
other ambafladors, were again fent to Paris. They 

were lodged at the Croix du TiroiV, and, with 

their 
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. Acir attendants, occupied the whole of that ftrcet, 
and part of another : they were full fix hundred, 
land remained in Paris upwards of three weeks, 
fupplied with every thmg from the king of 
France. 



CHAP. XXXII. 

THE OIJEEN OF NAPLES, WIDOW TO THE LATI 
DUKE OF ANJOU, OBTAINS JUDGMENT IN 
PARLIAMENT AGAINST SIR PETER DE CRAON. 

TOURING the 'time thefe ambafladors were at 
■•^ Paris negotiating the marriage of the king of 
England, the dowager queen of Naples was alfo 
there, bufily employed in her own concerns, fi)r 
fhe was a lady of great aAivity. Her bufinefs at 
that time was before die parliaitient, where (he was 
pleading two caules : one for the, inherttancc of 
the county of Roufly agsunft die count de BritDiie ; 
for the late duke of Anjou, her k>rd, had boi^ibt 
and paid for it to a lady who was countefs de 
Roufly, fome dme wife to fir Louis de NaiiiuF» 
firom irfiom flie was divorced. 

The odicr was agannft fir Peter <fe Craon, finom 
whom (he claimed the fum of one hundred tbou^ 
fand francs, and which ihe proved he had received 
for and in die name of her htt km! the kii^ of 

Naples, 
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Jfaples, Sicily aiid Jenifalcm, on condition to pay 
the fame to him in la Puglia 5 but, when he was in- 
formed of the king of Naples' death, he no longer con* 
tinued his journey but returned to France, making 
ufc of the above-mentioned fum to his own profit> 
without rendering any account of it to the queen of 
Naples, nor to her two children Lewis and 
Charles^ but diflipating it in folly and extrava- 
gance. This was the caufe, as the queen of 
Naples faid, of the lofs of that kingdom, which 
was regained by Margaret Durazzo and the heirs 
of fir Charles Durazzo ; for the foldiers of her late 
lord, who were aiding her to continue the war in 
Calabria and la Puglia, deferted her for want of 
pay : many had turned to the count de St. Seve-^ 
rino and to Margaret Dtirazzo, and others had re^ 
tired from the war. 

Ali thefe matters were pleaded in the courts of 
the parliament at Paris for upwards of three years : 
although fir Peter dc Craon was abfent, his advo- 
cates defended him well. They faid, that in re- 
gafd to the funi of one hundred thoufand francs 
which he was charged with having received in the 
name of the king of Naples, that king was in- 
debted to him as much, if not more, for the great 
gnd noble fervices he had rendered him. 

Notwithftanding the length of time this caufe 
kfted, it was impoffible to put off for ever its 
concludon ; and the lady was very urgent that 
judgment fliould be given by the parliament. 

The judges, having confidercd the matter well, 
declared' dicy would give no judgment until both 

parties 
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parties were perfonally before them. This ^^ 
then difficult to accomplifh, from the difgrace fir 
Peter dc Craon was in with the king and the duke 
of Orleans, for his attempt to aflaflinatc the con* 
ftable. The lady, finding nottung would be done 
until fir Peter was before the court, pcrfeftly free 
from every other charge except what fhe accuied 
him of, and with full liberty to go any where in 
France, exerted herfelf greatly to obtain this for 
him, that an end might be put to her fuit. Her 
fblicitations with the king, the duke of OrkanSj 
the count de Penthievre, fir John Harpedane and 
others, who had any complaints againft him, were 
fucccfsful, and he was acquitted of all other charges. - 
I know not whether it happened through diflimu^ 
lation or otherwife, but he was (hewn great atten- 
tion and kindnefs by the nobles and ladies of 
France until the time when judgment was to be 
given. He kept up as great ftate at Paris as ever 
he had done, and was appointed to receive the 
Englifh ambafladors, and to introduce them to 
the king, his brother and uncles, for he Was ^ 
knight perfcftly well verfed in all fuch cere- 
monies. - „ 
The day was fixed for the parliament to decide 
on the queen of Naples' complaints : the ientence 
had before been determined upon, and waited 
folcly for the appearance of all parties concerned; 
A great number of the nobility attended, that it 
might have more authenticity s among whom were 
the queen of Sicily and Jerualcm, duchefs of 
AnjouandcQuntefs of Provence, her fon Charles, 

prince 
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prince of Tarenaimj and John of Blois, more 
commonly called John of Brittany, cojunt de Pen- 
thicyre and Limoges, the dukes of Orleans, Berry, 
Burgundy and Bourbon, the count de Brianne and 
the biihop of Laon, whom the queen had brought 
before the ccUrt on the fubjeft of her claim on 
the county of Rouffy. Sir Peter de Craon was 
likewife tliere^ attended by many of his relations 
and friend s. 

The matter of the county of Roufly was firft 
difpofed of; and the judgment of the court was 
folcmnly pronounced, that the county fliould 
belong to the count de Brianne and to his heirs, 
who was to have immediate poficflion given him ; 
but the queen of Naples was to be repaid in ' 
money the full amoimt of what her late lord, the 
duke of Anjou, had given to the countefs of 
Rouffy, lately deceafed. The heirs of the coun- 
tefs oT Roufly, to whom the lands , belonged, 
thanked the court for the judgment they had 
given. 

The prefident, who >vas to declare the fentence 
in Ac (econd caufc, now rofe, and faid, * the par- 
liament had determined that fir Peter de Craon 
was indebted to the queen of Naples in the fum of 
one hundred thoufand francs, which he muft pay 
to her, or be committed to prifon until it was done 
completely to her fatisfadlion.' The queen thanked 
the court for their judgrtient, and, inftantly, on 
her rcqueft, fir Peter de Craon was arretted, in 
the king's name, and carried to the prifon of the 
Louvre, where he was confined and well guarded. 

Uppn 
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Upon this, the parliament broke up, and every 
one returned to his home. Thus were thcfc two 
fentenccs given, through the aftivity of the duchcfs 
of Anjou, 



CHAP. xxxnL 

THE MARRIAGE IS CONCLUDED BETWEEN RINm^- O 
RICHARD OF ENGLAND AND THE LADY ISA^PB^- 

BELLA, ELDEST DAUGHTER TO CHARLES V 1. 

KING OF FRANCE. THE DUKE OF LANCASTJ^^SR 

MARRIES AGAIN. SIR PETER DE CRAON mEZlSy 

AFTER SOME TIME, DELIVERED FROM PRISO ^N, 
AT THE ENTREATY OF THE YOUNG QUEEN • OF 
ENGLAND. 



'TpHE earl marfhal, the earl of Rutland, af)d ^chc 
Englifli ambaffadors remained for tWen 



two days in Paris, where they were excellerm tly 
well entertained by the king and his court: thme/f, 
negotiations were fuccefsful, and the marri^e 'be- 
tween the king of England and the princefs Tii- ' 
bella was agreed on. She was betrothed and 
efpoufed by the earl marfhal, as proxy for the king 
of England, and the lady, ever after, was ftiled 
queen of England. I was at the time told it was 

afant to fee that, young as fhe was, fhe kncv 

U how to aft the queen. 

When this bufinefs was completed, and the dl 

(etc 
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ferent treaties figned ahd fcaledi the ambailadors 
took their ieare of the king and his courts and de- 
parted from Paris to Calais, on their return to 
England, where they were joyfully received by the 
king, the duke- of Lancaftcr, and the lords at- 
tached to the king^s perfon aiid pleafures. 

However much others might be pleafed, it was 
not fo with the duke of Gloceftef ; for he faw 
plainly that by this marriage peace would be efta- 
biifhed between the two kingdoms, which forely 
difpleafed him, unlefs it ihould be fuch a peace as 
would redound to the honour of England, and 
every thing were placed on the fame footing as 
irhcn the war broke out in Gafcony, He fre* 
quenrly converfcd on this fubjedt with his brother 
the duke of York, and, whenever the occafion 
was favourable, endeavoured to draw him over to 
his way of thinking, for he was but of weak un- 
dcrftanding. He dared not fpeak fo . freely to his 
elder brother of Lancafter, who was of the king's 
{MU-ty, and well farisfied with this marriage, on ac- 
Cbunt of his two daughters the queens of C^illilk 
and Portugal. 

' At this period, the duke of Lancaftcr married 
his third wife, the daughtcr.of a Hainauk knight, 
called fir Paon de Ruet : he had formerly been one 
of the knights to the good and noble queen Phi- 
l^p^iof England, who much loved the Hainaulterg, 
^ die was herfelf of that country. 

This lady whom the duke of Lancafter married 
^3ts called Catherine, and in her youth had been of 
^c houfehold of the duchefs Blanche of Lancalter. 

Vql. XI. Q' ' After 
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After the lady Blanche's death, and the duke msi- 
ried the daughter of don Pedro, he ftill cohabited 
with the lady Catherine de Ruet, who was thea 
married to an Englifh knight now dead*. 

The duke of Lancafter had three childrenf by 
her, previous to his marriage, two fons aild a 
daughter: the eldeft fon was named John lord 
Beaufort of Lancafter ; the other Thomas, whom 
the duke kept at the fchools in Oxford> and made 
A great churchman and civilian; He was afterward 
bifhop of Lincoln, which is the richeft biflioprick 
in the kingdom : firom afFcftion to thefe children, 
the duke married their mother, to the great afto^ 
Hiifhment of France and England, for Catherine 
Swineford wis of bafc extradion in comparifon to 
his two former duchcflcs Blanche and Conftance. * 
When this marriage was announced to the ladies 
of high rank in England, fuch as the duchefs of 
Gloceftcr, the countefs of Derby, the countefs of 
Arundel, and others conncded with the royal fa* 
mily, they were greatly fliocked, and thought th^ 
duke much to blame. They faid, * he had iadly 
difgraced himfclf by thus marrying his concubine^! 
^nd added, that, ' fmce it was fo, ihe would be the 



• Sir Hugh Swineford. 

f Frbiflart mlftakes in the number, and 'fhomas for Henrf • 
According to Sandfbrd, he h^ad four children by CatheiinA 
Swineford :— John Beaaforc, earl of SomcrieCy-r-Henry BeanfbrCp 
biftop of Winchdler and cardinal of Beaufort, — Thonus Beau- 
ibrt» duke jof Exeter and earl of Dorfet, — ^Joan Beauibrv 
coantefs of Weftmoreland. 
* For fiuther parcicalars, fee Sandford and Dugdale. 

fec6iid 
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fecond lady in the kingdom^ and die queen would 
be difhonoUrably accompanied by her ; but thac« 
for their parts> they would leave her to do the ho- 
nours alone^ for they would never enter any place 
where flic was. They themfclves would be dif^ 
graced if they fu£fered fuch a bafe-bom duchefs^ 
who had been the duke's concubine a long time 
before and during his marriages^ to take prece-- 
dence, and their hearts would burft with grief 
were it to happen/ 

Thofe who were the nfioft outrageous on the 
fubjeA were the duke and duchefs of Glocefter* 
They confidcred the duke of Lancafter as a doat- 
ing fool for thus marrying his concubine^ and de- 
dared they would never honour his lady by calling 
her fifter. The duke of York made light of the 
matter, for he lived chiefly with the king and his 
brother of Lancafter. The duke of Glocefter was 
of a different way of thinking : although the 
youngeft of the three brothers, he yielded to no 
man's opinion, was naturally very proud and over- 
bearing, and in. oppofition to the king's miniftersj 
unlefs he could turn them as he willed. 

Cathcrine^ Ruet, however, remained duchefs of 
Lancafter, and the fecond lady in England, as long as 
flie lived. She was a lady accuftomed to honours^ 
for (be had been brought up at court during her 
youth, and the duke fondly loved the children he 
had by her, as he (hewed during his life and at his 
death. 

I mufl; menrion, that when the fentence of the 
cour^ of parliament at Paris had been pronounced 

Q 2 againft 
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againft fir FeCer de Craon in &vour of the queen 
of Napks, he was confounded. Finding that he 
mud: refund the one hundred dioufahd franc3 or 
femain his whole life in prifon, he liftened to the 
counfel that was given him from the duke and dq- 
ehefs of Burgundy. They advifed him to folicit 
the young queen of England to intercede with the 
queen of Naples to obtain his liberty for fifteen 
days only^ that he might feck out his friends in 
Paris to pay this money, or to become his fureties 
until he had procured it in Brittany or eKewhere^ 
engaging to return with the fum he was condemned 
to pay. 

The queen of Naples complied with the requeft: 
ef the queen of England, but on condition that 
fir P^r de Craon Ihould every night flcep in his 
prifon at the Louvre. Sir Peter foiight for aid 
among his relatives in vain i for the fum was too 
great for them to advance, and they refufed being 
his fureties. At the end of the fifteen days, he 
was forced to return to his prifon, where he was 
fhidbly guarded day and ni^t, and at his own 
proper cofts. 

We will now fpeak of what actions and enter- 
prifrs the count de Nevers and die kmls ofFranc^ 
performed this fummer in Hungary ; and then fkj 
(bmething of the expedirion the earl of Hainauk 
and earl of Oftrevant made into Friefland. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

I 

JOHN OF BURGUNDY, COUNT OF N£y£RS> PASSRS 

THE DANUBE WITH HIS ARMY. AFTER THE 

CAPTURE OF SEVERAL PLACES^ THE TOWN OF 
NICOPOLI IS BESIEGED^. 

ON the arrival of the count dc Nevers with his 
army^ which was compofed of numbers pf 
valiant men from France and other countries, at 
Buda in Hungary, the king gave them a moft 
hearty reception, as indeed he .ought, for to fcrvc 
him were they come. It was the intention of the 
king of Hungary, before he took the field, to ob- 
tain fome certain intelligence of the movements of 
Bajazet ; for he had given him notice fince laft Fe- 
bruary to increafe his forces, as he would in the 
cou^ of the month of May lead an immcnfc 
army to crofs the Danube and offer combat to the 
Hungarians. 

Many wondered how this could be done t but 
others replied, — * nothing was impoffible to man j 
that as Bajazet was of great vak)ur and enterprifc, 
and had faid he would do fo, he would furely ac- 
complilh it -, but, if he failed in his threat, and did 

» ■ ■! Ill »m I ' 11.11 — — w^i^i^ii— i»i» 

■* Nlcopoli,— ^n the Danube, in Bulgaria* fixty leagues 
N. VT. from Adrianople. It is famous for the battle, in 1 393, 
between Sigifmond king of Hungar/and Bajazet. Sigiimohd 
loft tKe ba^aad twenty .thoUfand men ; bat it coft fiajaset fixty 
thottfa*^ wk9 ware left dead on the fi<14. 

0.3 not 
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Hot crofs die Danube^ we ought to crofs it, and 
enter his kingdom of Turkey. The king of Hun- 
gary could lead thither one hundred thoufand men, 
including foreigners, which was fufficient to con- 
quer all Turkey, and even to adva,nce to the king^ 
dom of Perfia. If we gain a viftory over Ba- 
jazet, we (hall fo far fucceed, that we may con- 
quer Syria and the Holy Land, and deliver Jcru- 
falem out of the hands of the Sulcan and the ene- 
mies of our Gop. In the enfuing fummer, the 
kings of France and England will jointly raife a 
large force of men at arms and archers. ; an^, when 
they fhall be united to us, nothing will be able to 
withftand {o powerful an army/ 
. Such were the convefadohs of the French in 
Hungary, When the month of May arrived, be- 
ing difappointed in their expeftadons of hearing 
of the march of Bajazet, the king of Hungary 
lent fcouts acrofs the Danube to feek i(itelligence, 
andi at tjie fame time, iflfued his fummons for his 
power to aflemble. The knights of Rhodes came 
thither in numbers during the month of May, 
looking for the arrival of the Saracens, but no neWs 
^ was heard of them. The king of Hungary, on 
this, fent fome Hungarians, who were ufed to 
-arms, and well acquainted with the country, be- 
yond the Danube, but they were as unfuccefsful as 
his former fcouts, in not meedng Bajazet : they 
heard diat he was (till in Afia, at Damafcus, An* 
tioch or Alexandria. 

The king, pn receiving this information, called 
t council of his lords^ and thofe who were come 

from 
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froth France, who were eager to fignalize them- 
ielves, to confider how they fhould aft in this 
rmergency. The king told them that he had fent 
fome expert men at arms to feek Bajazet, who had 
- advanced far into Turkey ; and that there was no 
appearance Bajazet would this fummer put the 
inenace into ejcecution^ of croflfing the Danube to 
x>ffcr him batde, The king wifhed to have advice 
on this matter, more ci^ecially from the French 
lords. 

The lord de Coucy having confuked with the 
other barons, anfwered for them, that if Bajazet 
fhould h4ve told lies, and deceived them by not 
-keeping his word, they ought not for that to re- 
main idle, but attempt fome deeds of arms, fince 
they were come thither to that efFedr; that all 
the French, Germans and other foreigners, were 
willing tQ Hfeet the Turks ; and if under the com- 
mand of Bajazet fo much the better, as it would 
redound more to their honour. .What the lord de 
Coucy faid was approved of by the French, Gfer- 
mans, Bohemians and others, as the mod advan- 
tageous manner of employing the feafon. 

Orders were, in confequence, ilfued by the king 
and marfiials, that every one be prepared by a cer- 
tain day, which was appointed on the oftave of 
Saint John the Baptift, to march for Turkey, 
Thcfe orders were punftually obeyed; and you 
would have fcen fervants bufily employed in pre- 
paring all things for their mailers* wants. 

The lords of France were defirous of making a 
handfome figure, and examined well their armour 

Q4 and 
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iiid oquipagcs^ fparing no fnaney to have thetn is 
complete as polfible. Their appearance was grandly 
mtgnkiGent, when they took the field from Buda, 
the principal city of Hungary. The conftable of 
Hungary had the command of the van divifion, > 
becauic he knew the country well, and led with 
him a lai^ body of Hungarians and Germans. 
Next to him marched the French lords, the con- 
ftable of France, the count de la M arche, the lord 
de Coucy, the lords Henry and Philip de Bar, and 
many more. 

With the kingof Hungary rode the grcatcft barons 
of his realm, as was proper, and by his fide John of 
Burgundy, who often convcried with him. They 
were full fixty thoufiuid horie: the infantry were few 
in number, indeed none but the followers of the army.. 
The array of the Chriftians was noble and handlbme ; 
and among the Hungarians were many crois4xyw 
men on horfeback. This army advanced untfl it 
came lo the banks of the Danube, which it crofled 
in barges, boats and pontoons, prepared fomc time 
Iince for this purpoie. It was more than eight 
days before all had poifed over ; and as they landed 
on the oppofice ihore, they lodged themfeives to 
wait for their companions. 

The Danube divides the kii^[doms of Hungary 
and Turkey. When the wh<^ army had crofled, 
they were delighted to find themfeives on Turkilh 
ground, for they were impatient to try the courage 
of the Turks. Atrer a council, they refolvcd to 
btficgc a Town b Turkey caUcd Comeae'^^ and 
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made preparations to inveft it on all fides. This 

ould eafily be done ; for it is ficuated in an open 

lain, with a river deep enough to bear veffeb, 

trailed the Mefte*, which rifes in Turkey, and 

^alls into the Danube near the fea. This river Da- 

ube is very wide, and has more than four hun- 

red Icj^es of courfe from its fpring to the fea : 

: would be the moft profitable of rivers to Hungary 

id the adjoining countries, if the veffcls it carries 

ould have a free paflage to the fea, but that is im- 

»offiblc ; for, right at its mouth, there is a moun- 

^w^ which divides it into two parts, and chokes 

the paflage : the noife of the water is fo tremcri- 

cilous, no veflel dares approach it, and it may be 

heard feven leagues offl 

On both fides of the river Mefte are fertile 
itieads, to the great advantage of the inhabitants, 
and vineyards, which in favourable feafons produce 
good wines. The Turks vintage them, and, when 
nude, they are put into goat (kins, and fold to the 
Chriftians,. for, according to their religion, they 
vc forbidden to tafle wine under pain of death ; 
atlc^ when difcovered fo doing, they are puniftied: 
they make pleafant beverages of many other ex- 
cellent fruits and ipices, and are accuftomed to 
^k much of goat's milk, during the hot weather, 
(0 refireih apd cool them. 

The king of Hungary encamped his army be-^ 
fofc this town without oppofition, for no one madf 
^y attempt to prevent the fiege ; nor was there 

• Mcdkc. QjMorava. 

any 
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any pcrfon or army in the placCj from Bajazet, - to 
guard or defend it. On their arrival, they fotftid 
the fruits ripe, which was a great comfort to their • 
Many attacks were made on the town^ but they 
were valiantly oppofed by the inhabitants, in the 

^ expectation of daily receiving reinforcements frooi 
Bajazet, their lord, to raife the fiege.' None how* 
ever came, and the city was taken by ftorm, with 
great flaughter of men, women and children^ for 
the Chriftians on entering it fpared none. 

When Comeftc had thus been deftroycd, the 
king of Hungary decamped with his army, and 
advanced farther into Turkey towards 'the large 
city of Nicopoli ; but, before he arrived there, 
he came to a town called Laquaire, where he^ en* 
camped fifteen days, for it was fo long before he 
could conquer it. This was alfo taken by ftorm, 
and deftroyed. They then marched to another 
town and caftle called Brehappe, governed by a 
Turkjlh knight, the lord of the place, who had 
with him a ftrong garrifonl ^ 

The king of Hungary encamped his Hun- 
garians about a league diflant from it on account 
of water, for there was none nearer Brehappe s 

- but the counts de Nevers, d*£uj de la Marchcj 
and the lords de Coucy, Boucicautj de Saimpi,' de 
Roye, Henry and Philip de Bar, with more than a 

^ thoufand French knights and fquires^ made their 
approaches clofe to the town. The count de Ne- 
vers had been created a knight by the king of 
Hungary, on his entering Turkey ; and, the day 
he difplayed his banner, upwards of three hundred 

Were 
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w^Tt knightedk Thofe who Had advanced to the 
town won it> within four days^ by aflault; but 
the caftle was too firong, and relifted all their at- 
tacks. The lord V of Brehappe^ whofe name was> 
I believe, Corbadas^ a very valiant man, iaved 
many- of his people within the caftle. He had 
three brothers^ called Maladius^ Balachius and 
Ruffin. 

After the capture of the town, the Chriftians 
were feven days before the caftle, and attacked 
it many timesj but they loft more than they 
guned. 

Thefe four brothers fliewed they were men of 
vaknir by the defence they made. The French 
lords having well conlidered the ftrength of the 
; cafUe, and that they loft more than they won, 
iaw plainly their attempts would be vain, and de- 
camped, for they had heard the king of Hungary 
was defirous to lay fiege to Nicopoli. Thus was 
the fiege of Brehappe-cafUe broken up, and the 
garrifon left in peace, but the town was burnt. 
The count de Nevers and the lords of France 
joined the king of Hungary, who inftantly pre- 
pared to march to Nicopoli. 

Corbadas de Brehappe was well pleafed to ob- 
ierve the Chriftians marching away, and faid,*— 
* We Ihall now be undifturbed for fome time : if 
my town be burnt, it will be rebuilt and recover 
* itfdf : but t • am furprifcd that we have no news 
ffom our fultan Bajazet ; for he told me, the laft 
' time I Ipoke with him in the city of Nicopoli, that 
be would rcturp to this country the beginning of 

May. 
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May. His intentions were to crofs the HeUel* 
pontj and march to Hungary to offer battle to 
the Chriftians^ as he had fcnt to inform the king 
of Hungary. But this he has not done ; and the 
Hungarians, greatly flrengthened and emboldened. 
by fuccours from France, have croflcd the Danube 
4Uid entered Turkey, where they will deftroy alL 
the pofTeffions of Bajazct, for we have no force 
to oppofe dhem. They will now for certain bc^ 
fiege Nicopoli, which, although fufficicndy ftrong 
to hold out for fome time, muft be well de- 
fended. We are four brothers, knights, and rc- 
ladons to Bajazet : we ought, therefore, to attend 
to his concerns; and, in confequehce, I propofe 
the following plane I and my brother Maladiih 
will go to Nicopoli to aflift in its defence i Ba- 
lachius (hall remain here to guard Brehappe, and 
Ruffin (hall crofs the fea and haften to find Bajazet, 
and inform him of every thing that has happened, 
and the great army that has invaded Turkey, that 
he may take inflant meafures to prevent the dif- 
honourable lofs of his po(refrions, and march fuch 
a force againfl the Chriftians as may conquer then) ; 
otherwife he will not only lofe Armenia that he hats 
won, but his own territories alfo ; forj according 
to appearances, the king of Hungary and th 
Chriftians are determined to attempt his oom 
plete deftnidlion/ : 

The three Turks approved of what their 
ther had faid, and promifed obedience* Th 
made preparations accordingly ; and, in the* 
time> the fiege was laid before NicopoU by 

Chriftia.*^ 
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ChfiftUn anny, amounting to nearly one hundred 
thoufand men. Corbadas de Brehappe and his 
brother Maladius gained admittance into the town^ 
to the joy of the inhabitants. 

Balachius remained in the caille of Brehappe, 
and RufHn took the firfl opportunity of fecting 
out, puffing the Chriftian army in the night, for 
he was well acquainted with the country, and 
crofled the Hellefpont co learn intelligence where 
B^azet was. 

la truth, Bajazet was at Cairo with the fultan of 
Babylon, to folicit his aid, and there the Turk 
ibttnd him. When Bajazet faw him, he was much 
furprifcd, and imagined fomething extraordinary 
had happened. He called to him, and alked how 
things were going on in Turkey. 

* My lord,' replied he, ^ they are very anxious 
to fee you there, for the king of Hungary, with 
ao immenfe force, has crofled the Danube, and 
iflTaded the country. They have commited great 
deibvdHon, and burnt five or fix of your inclofed 
towQA : when I left Brehappe, they were marching 
to Nicgfjoli. My brothers Corbadas and Mala- 
4iqs have thrown themfclves, with fome men at 
inni, into the town to affifl in the defence. You 
muft know, that in this army of the king of Hun* 
luy, thcr^ is a body of Frenchmen, the moft 
gdlani wd bed appointed that can be fcen. It 
bahoves you, therefore to fummon your friends 
^ vafl^, and haiten to Turkey with an army 
^crful f nough to drive thefe Chriftians acrofs 

the 
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the Danube j but if your force is not vcrf «il*- 
fidcrablc, you will not be able to accomplifh it/ 
' • How many are they ?' aflced Bajazet. * Up*» 
wards of one hundred thoufand/ faid the T,urk, 
• and all on horfeback, armed in the beft poflible 
manner/ Bajazet made no reply to this, but en- 
tered the chamber of the fultan of Babylon; Icava- 
ing the Turk, who had brought this intelligence, 
among his people. He related what you have 
juft heard to the fultan of Babylon, who an* 
fwered, — ' You muft , provide yourfelf accord- 
ingly,, and (hall have men enough to oppofc thenii 
for we muft, by all means, defend our religion 
and pofleflions/ * That is true,' replied Bajazet, 
*and my wilhcs are now accompliflbedi for I 
was defirous that the king of Hungary would 
crofs the Danube with his .army and enter Turkey. 
At prefent, I ihall let him have full fcope, but in 
the end he fhall repay me fully for what he has 
done. It is four months fince I heard of this ex* 
pedition, from my good friend the duke of Milan, 
who at the lame time fent me twelve hawks and 
gerfalcons, the fineft I ever Taw. With Acfe pre- 
fents, he wrote me the names and firnames of the 
barons of France who were coming to carry lh€ 
war into Turkey, adding, that if I could capture 
thofe named in his letter, their rarifoms woidd bf 
worth to me fl!ore than a million of florins. Bc^ 
(ides the barons he mentioned, there oi^ht to \sk 
with them from France, or the neighbouring c^nsfy^ - 
tries, five hundred gallant (quires. The duke'^ 
Milan advifed me, if we had a Rattle, (which 

will 
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will infallibly be the cafe, for I Hiall march to meet 
them) to draw vtp my men with prudence, and to 
take every advantage in the combat ; for they were 
all men of Aich ability and refolution, that the 
meaneft would not fly, to avoid death. They 
have undertaken this expedition, as the duke 
writes me, folely through valour, to do fome 
deeds of arms that may gain them renown. . For 
this I feel myfelf thankful to them ; and their de- 
fire for arms (hall be gratified within three months 
from this time, when, perhaps, they may have more 
than fnfficicnt.' 



CHAP. XXXV 

*^^ DIGKESSION FROM THE PRINCIPAL HISTORY 
TO SXPLAIN WHY JOHN CALEAS OF MILAN 
WAS MOVED TO GIVE THE TURK INFORMA--. 
TION OF THE EXPEOITIQN INTfi)} DED AGAINST 
HIM.. 

^^^TTHAT B^azct had told the fultan of Babylon 

^^ reipe&ilig the information he had received 

6om the lord of Milaa muft furprife every one. 

It wisfupp3f<d he bsL^ beon bapdfed and was re« 

Ipeocrated in our faith, and yet he had fought the 

firieodlbip and alUiuxre of an infidel king, an enemy 

to our reli^on, and had every year fent him pre- 

fencs of hounds and hawks, or the fineft linen cloth 

that 
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that could be procured at Rheims, Cambrajr, or 
in Holland, which is very agreeable to the Sara- 
cens, who have none but what comes from our 
country. Bajazet, in return, made him rich gifts 
of cloth of gold and precious ftones, of which 
they have abundance j and we cannot obtain th^m 
without great rifle, unlcfs by means of the Ve- 
netians or Genoefe, who traffic with thofe parts. 

With regard to the count de Vertus, duke of 
Milan, and the lord Galeas, his father, who reign^ 
ed over the Milanefe as tyrants, it is marvellous to 
think of their fortunes, and how they firft gaiiled 
pofleflion of that country. 

There were three brothers pf the houfe of Vif- 
conti, fir Matthew, fir Galeas and fir Bernabo* 
Thefc three brothers had an uncle who was arch- 
bilbop of Milan during the time the lord Charles 
de Luxembourg, king of Bohemia and Germany, 
was cledted emperor in the room of Lewis of Ba- 
varia, who had obtained that dignity by force. 
He was never acknowledged emperor by the 
church, but, on the contrary, was excommuni- 
cated by pope Innocent VL who then reigned. 
The caufe of his excommunication was, that aftci" 
being crooned at Rome, by a pope and cwelvj^ 
cardinals of his creation, he gave liberty to hb 
German foldiers to plunder Home, to make them 
amends for the pay tha( was due. This was the. 
recompenfe the Romans received for the receptioi& 
^ey gave him ; and for this caufe he died Ufider 
Sentence of excommunication. The pope a&d^car* 
dinals whom he had made come of their free will 

to 
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Innocent^ who abfolvcd them of their error. 

To return to the lords of Milan : I will iky 

how they firft obtained pofleffion Of the Mila- 

nefc. Thii archbittiop, their , uncle, -deceived in 

Milan the new bmperorj on his return from Aix 

la Chapelle (where he had performed the ufual ci^- 

remonies for' forty days)' with fo much lAagAi- 

licence and fpkndour Aat, in return for this good 

cheer and for a loan of one hundred thbufatid. 3u- 

cate> the empetor created him vifcount of Milari, 

and gave to him the territory, of the Mil^nefCj ajid 

to his nephews after him, to hold during pleafbre, 

and until the hundred thoufand ducatS were repai'd 

in one fum. When the archbifliop died, his ne^ 

' phew, fir Matthew, was acknowledged by the ejrti- 

pcror as vifcount of Milan* His two' brOxhcSrS', 

fir Galeas and fir Bernabo,'who then ^ere far frorti 

rich, took council together, and determined to 

fcizc the government and rule bvtt Lombardy: 

to accomplifli this, they refolved on their brother's 

death, by poifon or otherwife, and then to unite 

thcmfelvcs fq ftrongly by marriage that no one 

would dare to anger them. 

After the death of fir Matthew, they rel^jned 
with great power, and were on the beft terins du- 
ring their Jives. They divided the country of 
Lombardy between them : fir Galeas had ten 
towns, being the eldeft brother, and fir Bee- 
nabo nine ; and Milan was governed altematrijr 
by them for one year. To maintain their govern- 
nicnt, and fupply their expenfes, they }aid hea^ 
, Vou XL H taxes 
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ttxes and gabelles on the people^ and, by various 
means, extorted great wealth from their fubjedls.. 
. They hiad their towns garrifoned with foreign mer- 
<enariesi Germans, French, Bretons, Englifli, and 
from every nadon except Lombardy, for in the 
Lombards they had no confidence^ Thefe fol- 
dicfs were regularly paid every month, and were 
much dreaded by the people, for none dared to 
oppoie them. When any of the neighbouring 
lofds ventured to refift dieir encroachments, they 
took a fevere revenge, and deftroyed feveral, that 
•others might take warning* 

The inhabitants of their towns were tinder fuch 
jawe, that they pofTefTed nothing but th^ollgh the 
good pleafurc of fir Galeas and fir Bernabo, and 
thofe who were rich they taxed three or four times 
a year. They faid the Lombards were coo proud 
pf . their riches, and good for nothing unleis kept 
under, fubjeftion. They were indeed fo by them, 
.for none dared murmur or fay a word againft any 
of their commands* The two brothers married 
nobly, but they bought their wives from the wealth 
of their people. Sir Galeas cfpoufed Blanche, 
fifter to the good count of Savoy : before he had 
his confent, he gave him one hundred thoufand 
ducats^ Sir Bernabo married in Germany a fifter 
to the duke of Brunfwick, and did not pay a \c& 
fum than his brother had done,* They had many 
*— — — ■ ' ■ ■ 

• Galeas Viicond married Blanche of Savoy loth September 
1350. 

Bernabo VUbonti married fieauix Scaligera* through pride 
called Regina, ajth September 1350. 

Mierfiifi Royal Gmemlogiis^ 

*" ; chil- 



843 

bhildreiij whom they married to powerful fami^ 
UcSj to add to their ftrength. Sir Galeas had a 
fon called John Galeas J and when he heard that 
king John qi Franqe had obtained his liberty from 
England^ and that he was in great difEculty to. 
procure the Brft payment of his ranfbmi of three 
millions of francs^.he negotiated with the king 
and his council to have one of the daug[hters of 
trance Tot* wife to his fon John Galeas; His pro- 
i>ofals were liftened to^ becaufe they knew he was 
rich, and the king was diftreffed for money* He 
bought, therefore the daughter of king John for 
fix hundred thoiifand francs^ which being paid to 
the king of England, his fon married her. She 
bmbght him as her dower the county of Vertus in 
Champagne. They had a fon and daughter, and 
the lafl: was married, by dint of money, to the 
fecond fon df the late king Charles V. called 
Lewis,, who is at thU ! Moment duke of Orleans, 
count of Blois knd of Valois. This marriage cofb 
the count de Veftus, father, of the lady,i one mil- 
Koti of francSi with part of which was bought the 
coiifltjr df Blois^ as you have heard related ii^.dui, 
iiiftory. • 

The two bix>thets Uyed in great JTHendAiip with 
hA pthcfi l¥hi<rh ijacreafed their power i .,. ^d 
acidly pope . nor jcardinsdi who made war.,againft 
thcxB, could gain'; any advantagfij, nor ai^y. prince, 
except. the marquis of Montferrat, who fucceeded 
through thcr aid of fir John Hawkwood. and the 
Englifli compaiiieSi whom he fought in Provence, 
and led into liombardy* 

R 2 After 
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After the death of Galeas^ his fon John Gakas^ 
count dfe Vcrtus, reigned with great power, and at 
the beginning was much beloved in Ldnbardf for 
hii prudent and wife conduft. He abolilhed the 
mod opprelTiye taxes his father liad impoied, and 
wa; fo pdpular that all fpokc well of him; but 
when he had fo far fuceceded,*he (hewed his natu- 
ral diipofition, which he had long reftrained. He 
laid an ambufcade for his uncle^ fir Befnabo, who 
thought himfelf on the beft terms with him ; and, 
when he was. taken, he was told that one lord was 
fuificient for Lombardy. He could not obtain 
any favour, for the power was againft him, and, 
being carried to a ca(t:le, was put to death, but 

how i know not. 

Sir Bemabo had miany fine children ; and die 

cjueen of Prance is the daughter of one that was 

married to the duke of Auftria and Bavarian Sir 

Galeas feitsed all the children of his uncle he 

could lay hands on, as well as his poiieffions, 

which he annexed to his own, and reigned in great 

fplendour '^and wealth. He fhortly after renewed 

the taxe's he had taken off, and extorted money 

from his fubjefts, by every means of impoficibn, 

which tnade him more feared than loved. He 

followed the- errors of his fiither, dechmng and 

maihtaming, that he would never believe in^ nor 

adore God: in confequence, he deprived the xno^ 

naileries of' great part of their revenues, which he 

appropriated to hinifelf, faying, the monks lived 

too delic^tefy on fich food and choitre wines >. that' 

fuch fuperBuities prevented them ri£ng at ibid- 

flight 
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night to perform their churcli duties, and th« Saint 
Bencdift had not thus framed his laws for their 
conduft, but he would bring them back to eggs 
and thin wine, that their voices may be loudtft ■ 
and clearer to chaunt in the church. 

Thus did fir Galeas, father and fon, and flr 
Bernabo, aft like popes in their dominions as long' , 
as they lived : they did much injuftice to church*- 
men, without fearing any thing the popes might 
fay or do againtl them ; and when the fchifnl 
happened, and the two popes of Rome and 
Avignon were excommunicating each other, thef^' 
lords of Milan laughed at both, as indeed did many 
other great lords. 

The daughter of this fir John Galeas, ducheft 
of Orleans, inherited more of the difpofitions of 
her father than of her mother, who was a princefa 
of France ; for ihe was envious, and covetous of 
the pomp of this world, and would gladly havt ' 
fcen her lord king of France, no matter how. A 
fcandalous report was very currcnr, that the dif- 
order of the king, which had fo much diftrefl*ed 
the kingdom, and baffled all the (kill of the phy-' 
ficialfls, was owing to her. I will fay what gavC 
tife lo thefe fufpicions, and made them the mor4 
tadily believed. 

Valentina, duchefs of Orleans, had a handfomft 
fon of the age of the dauphin of France, and while 
ihcfc two children were playing together in th4 
chamber of the duchefs, a poifoned apple Was 
thrown on the floor, near the dauphin, in hopes 
** would take it, but, through God's providence, 
_^ R3 he 
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fyt did liOf* The fon of the duchefs> thinking iiq 
ii^rm, rtn and eat it, but he had no fponer pu| 
it into his mouth thaq death followed, iji fpite of 
fvcryi c vc tQ: prevent it. Thofe who had the go-r 
vernment of the. dauphin earned him away> and 
ficvcr allowed, him afterward to enter the apart- 
pients of the duchefs. This (lory cayfed great 
uiurmuring^ in Paris and eifewhere, and the people 
' 5i<ferc fo enraged ag^nll: her, as to occafion the duke 
, to bear of it: they publicly f^d io Paris, that if 
Bxc wat not prevented from being near the kUg, 
they would come and take her ^w^y by force and 
put her to death, for tjti^t Ihe intended to poifon 
the king and all his &ipily> having already made 
Jiim fufferby her enchantments. What gaye ad<r 
ditional weight %o (his, was the king's refbfal, 
during his illnef«> to fee the queen, whom he; 
'!Would not fecoUe^, nor aqy other perfon (han the 
' ^ucheis of Orleiin^. 

The duke^ of. Orleans, to put an end to thefe 
icandalouft reports, took her away from tjie hote} 
de Saint Pol himfelf, and fcnt hef to one of hia 
caftles called Afnieres;, on die rosid %o Beauvais^ 
where (he remained fome 4me without ever pafling 
the gate$ pf the caftle, 3h? was removed tihence 
to Neufchatel on the Loire, and the 4ukc hated 
her much fot the accident which had happened to 
his foa : hi$ other Bn^ children, however» foftene4 
his rcfcntmcnt to her. 

. Intelligence of this was carried to Milan, and fir 
Calebs he^rd with fear the great danger his dau^-r 
{Sr Sfas.iPf . Jfcje m very ;Wroth witl^ the king of 
^ ^ -: France 
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France and his mmiftcrs, and fent fir James dc la 
Bcrmc, wirh other noble perfons, ambafladors to 
France, to excufe his daughter, and to fay, that if 
any knight Ihould accufe her of treafon, he would 
provide a pcrfon to challenge him to mortal com- 
bat. Ac the time thefe ambafiadors came to 
Paris, the king was in tolerable health; but very 
little attention was paid them, or to the excufcs • 
they made for the duchefs of Orleans, and they 
received a Ihort anfwer. 

When they faw this, they returned to Milan to 
relate to the duke what they had feen and heard. 
The duke was more angered than before, and fent 
his defiance to the king and kingdom of France j 
but, when it was brought, the moft gallant part of 
the French chivalry had already fet out for Hun- 
gary, and were now entered into Turkey. From 
fpite to the king of France, the duke of Milan had 
formed an alliance with Bajazet ; and by his means 
was the fulran regularly informed of all that was 
paffing in Chriftendom, and the fecret hiftory of 
France. 

We will now leave this matter, and iay how the 
fultan Bajazet and the Chriflian barons and knightS 
in Turkey profpered. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

VTRILE BAJ^AZET IS RAISING A GREAT ARMY TQ 

OFPOSE THE HUNGARIANS AKD FRENCH^ THE 

LORD f>E covey, DURING THE SIEGE OF NI- 

eor6Ll» DEFEATS A LARGE BODT OF TURM 
^ITH AN INFERIOR FORCE. 

BA JAZET maide no long flay at Cairo with the 
fukan of Babylon^ who promifed to fend a 
great army to his aid under the conEimiaittl of his 
heft men at arms, that he might fucceisfiilly opr 
poft the barons and knights of France. They 
diijpacched meflkngers on all fides to all who they 
MH^ned could affift, begging they would cxeit 
thenifelvcs in tMs affair, wiiich was become of 
tte greateft confequence ; £or^ fhould the French 
foftqner Tuiicey, aU ^e furroundiqg kingdoms 
^ivould tremble, their religion be deitroyod> wi 
themfelves reduced to flavery under the Chrifr 
tiam, and it were fyr better to die l^efiirp fvich events 
thould luqppeii* 

Many Saracen kings iAxjpi ik^ ibmrnoai 
which Bajazct and the fultan of Babylon had lent 
as far as Pcrfia, Media and Tarpiry, and to th^ 
north to the kingdom of Lcd^o*, beyond tlje fronr 
tiers of Pruflfi. The Sanicen inonarchs. having 
he^ the army of the Chriftians was compofed of 
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^h^< flower of their chivalry,, jfclcded from Aeir 
oivn feft thofc of the grcatcft ability, and who 
h a4 been longed trained to arms ; fo that their ar** 
mament was liot foon ready to march, nor their 
purveyances prepared. 

It was the intention of Bajazet to raife a force 
ftrfficicnt to withftand the Chriftians : he there- 
fore began his march towards Turkey, followed 
by large companies from various parts. Tartar y, 
Perlia and Media, fent him many valiant Sara- 
cens, who were impatient for the combat, and 
tp try their force againft the Cbriflians. 

We will now Ijcave Bajazet, and return to the 
Chriilians who were befieging the ftrong city of 
NicG^al]« 

The g^^rriibn was very numerous, and defended 
tbc placed valiantly againft the attacks of their 
eaemie^ji bm ej^refied themfelves much furprifed 
that they heard nothing of Bajazet. The em« 
perbc of Conftantinople had indeed written to 
kj^ that he was ftill in the country about Alex- 
amlria. 

The bcfieging army lay before Nicopoli, hav- 
ing provifion in abundance which came to them 
boax Hungary and the fqrrounding countries, 
purbg ^ fiegest the lord de Coucy and fome 
other f reach kiiig^ts took a fancy to make an ex- 
pcditiQa;fiN:thc;r iato Turkey, for they were tired 
of remaining fo long inaftive, while the king of 
.Huog^ ihould continue his approaches to th^ 
town. 'The lord de Coucy,. a^ commader in 
pjllef^ leift. the camp with abgut &ve hundred 

lances 
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ind as many crofs-bows, on horfebackj ai6com-^ 
panied by die lords dc Royc, dc Saint Py, the 
governor of Beauvoir, the lord dc Montcaurel, 
the borgne de Montqucl, and fevcral more. They 
felefted as guides fomc of the bcft mounted Hun- 
garian fcouts, well acquainted with the country, to 
lead them where they thought it was probable to 
meet the enemy. 

This fame week, the Turks likewife took the 
field to the amount of twenty thoufand mcti ; for, 
having heard the Chriftians were deftroying and 
burning their country, they determined to put an 
end to it. They coUefted in the force I have faid, 
and advanced to a pafs through which it was he- 
cefTary the Chriftians fhould march to enter the 
open country, for there was no other entrance. 
Having remained there for two days without 
hearing any thing of the enemy,, they were <mi the 
point of returning the third day> when the Han- 
i^arian fcouts came galloping * to the place where 
the Turks lay in ambufh. When they thus 
faw them, they kept quiet to obferve the Chrif- 
tians without making any fally or throwing a 
lance. ' 

The Chiftians advanced near to thcTdrks, 
and, although they could not fee the whole, found 
they were very numerous. After a (hort ftay, 
they returned to inform die lord de Coucy and 
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the othep' lords whs^t they had feen. The ChiiA 
tians were rejoiced on hearing it, and the lord de 
Couqr faid, — 'We muft advance, ancj fee what 
Jcind of people they are j for, fince we are come 
thus far, we mufl; not return without offering 
them combat, otherwife we may be blamed/ 

* You arc in the right,' anfwered fuch lords as 
heard him. 

They then tightened their armour, rigirthed 

their horfes, and advanced at a gentle pace to 

whcr© the Turks lay. There was a fmaU wood 

between the two parties : when the French knights 

came to it, they halted^ and the lord de Coucy 

(aid to fvr Reginald de Roye and the lord de Saint 

Pf,— ♦* I would advife, in order to draw the 

Turks out of their ambufli, that you two advance 

with one hundred of our men, while we poft the 

lemainder in this wood. The Turks, feeing fo 

finall a party, will quit their ambuih : do you 

fuflfcr yourfelvcs to be purfued, and, when paft 

this wood^ wheel round on them : we will inftand]^ 

&&Y forth, ^nd thus inclofe and conquer them at 

our pleafure/ 

This plan was adopted, and the two knights let 
off* with about one hundred of the bed mounted : 
die main body, to the amount of eight hundred 
iiien of tried courage, entered the wood, where 
they hid tkemfelves. The others galloped towards 
ifae Turks, who were much pleafed, thinking 
^vhit they fiiw was the whole force of the enemy: 
they qmtted their ambufcade and advanced on the 
phio, .;T^ Chriftiiui lords, obferving this* 
. 'xiiuo': turned 



turned about, and fuffercd thcmfclvcs to be per* 

fucd, but, as they were fo wdl mounted, the 

Turks could not come up with them. Bodi jfur* 

ties pafled the wood without the ambuffi being 

noticed, when the lord de Coucy fallied fordi 

with his men, fhouting, • Our Lady for tSc lord 

dc Coucy !' and, falling on the rear of the Turks, 

ftruck down many. 

The Turks halted, on finding themfclves thus 

furrounded, and made the bcft d :fencc they coukf ; 

but it little availed; for, not fufpefting My ftmreS 

behind, tliey were thunderftruck when they were 

attacked on all fides. The French difptayed great 

valour, and overthrew all that oppofed them: 

they flew heaps on the field, and kiHed all they 
overtook in their flight like wiU beafb. Tbsy 

.fliewed mercy tp none, and happy were tbey who 

could £ive themfelvfs. After this defeat, die 

French returned in the evening to the camp before 

Nicopoli. 

Ne^^ was fpread thoughout the army that the 

lord de Coucy had, by his vaknir, overdkrown 

more than fifteen thoufand Turks. Veryinaiiy 
were loud in his praife for this adiofi> butaoc fb 

the count d'Eu ; for he faid, ^ the ezpediooft bad 

been undertaken dirangh ▼anicy> and that he far 

nothing praife-worthy in ic, as it had pnt die de* 

cachment under his command in great itt» by 

attacking fo very fijfierior a foace. hwaa^befid^ 

his chMy (fince he was fo eager an p qfe i n i htm 

deeds of arms» and bad met dtt Tories ]■ dKf^eU) 

CO bave fent infonnadon of fa^ mcctinn to tbe 

commander 
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commander in chief, the count de Nevcrs, who 
was anxious to gain renown/ Thus, through 
envy as it may be fuppofed, did the count d'Eu 
fpcak of the lord de Coucy.. During the whole 
expedition^ he nevet* had any friendfhip for him^ 
notwithftanding he faw that he was beloved and 
refpefted by all the French and foreign knights^ 
which, he imagined, fhould have been his due; 
fpr he was very nearly connefted by 'blood with 
the king of France, and bore for arn\s the flower 
dc luces 'with a bar, and'was befides conftable of 
France. 

Such was the beginning of the hatred of th^ 
count d'Eu to the gallant lord de Cqucy, which at 
lafl: broke outy and caufed the deftrUftion of the 
Ghriftian army, as you will foon have related. 

* We will now leave this fubjedl, and retura to 
whati.was paffing between the kings of France and' 
England. 



I. 






CHA)?. 



*54 



ChAP. X 



Tfl£ DUKE OF GUILD&ES P&ETENTS THB £A]ti; 61 
0£&BY JOINING THB COUNTS OF HAlNAITLT 
AND OF OSTRBVANT IN THEIR EXPEDITION 

AGAINST FRIESLAND NEGOTIATIONS FOIL 

PEACE BETWEEN FRANCE AND ENGLAND ARB 
CONTINUED UNTIL KING RICHARD CROSSBB 
OTBR TO CALAIS, TO CONCLUDE THEM WBTNi 
THE DURE OF BURGUNDY. 



X70U have before heard in this hiftory 
^ the marriage of the king of England with;ja« 
princels of France was nearly approaching; that 
the Viio kings (hewed great aSe&ion to each otfaer^ 
as did the relatives on either fide, excepting the 
duke of Gloceftef. fiut he had no joy in it^ i#r 
he knew that, by this connection, peace would be 
eftaUilbed between the two kingdoms, which he 
would unwillingly fee, for he only wifhed for 
war, and excited all whom he thoi^t (b inclinedi 
to dirow every obfbicle in the way. Ac thal< 
time, there was a kni^t in his icnrice called fir 
John Baquigay^, a referved man^ who knew all die 
fecrets of the duke, and whoj by encouraging luA 
warlike difpofitions, followed the natural bent of 
his own inclinations. 



• Baqaigay — ^Mufaem MS. Hacqoingay. — Hafbd MS. 
Lsquinga/. 
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.,At this period the duke of Gueldres came to Eng- 
land to vific the king and his uncles, dnd to offer his 
legal ferviceS) For he was fo bounden by faith and ho-* 
mage. The duke would gladly have feen the king 
making preparations for war, for he difliked peace* 
The duke of Gueldres had many converfations 
with the duke of Lancafter refpefting the intended 
expedition of the counts of H^naultknd of Oftrevant 
a^tinft Friefland ; for at this moment Fierabras dc 
Veruun was in England, having been fent thither 
by the count d'Oftrevant to feek men at arms and 
archers. 

The carl 6f Derby had been requefted to ac- 
company his coulins of Hainault and Oftrevant, to 
which he was well inclined, and had told Fierabras 
that he (hould be well pleafed to go to Friefland^ 
if it met the approbation of the king and his fa- 
then When, therefore, the duke of Gueldrei 
Came to England, the duke of Lancafter Ipoke 
to him tti this fubjetft, and defired him to fay 
what he thought of it. He replied, 'that the ex- 
pedition would be attended with much danger; 
Aat Friefland was not a Country eafily conquered, 
tad that many counts of Holland and Hainault, 
who in former times claimed it as their inheritance, 
hid niarched thither with grcar force, to bring it 
Under their fubjedtion, but had never returned. 
The Frieflanders are a people void of honour and 
undcrftariding, and fhew mercy to none who fall 
in their way. They pay no refpeft to any lord, 
however great his rank j and their country is vtry 
ftrong, furrounded by the fca, and full of bogs, 

iflands 
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itfter is violently againft it, and he leads the Loh^ 
ddners as he wills, and may attempt to ftir up. a 
rebellion in the country, and raife the people 
againft me. Now, confider, the danger I fhould 
run if there were a fecond rebellion, headed by the 
duke of Glocefter and other great barons and 
knights who are, as I know, of his way of diink- 
ing. I am puzzled how to aft, for my uncle of 
Gloccfter is of fo referved a nature, no one knows 
his real thoughts.' 

* My lord,* anfwered the count de St. Pol, * you 
muft gain him over by fair and kind fpeeches. 
Make him handfome prcfents, and, Ihould he 
demand any thing, however unreafonable, grant 
It him inftantly. This is the only means to gain 
him ; and, if you continue fuch condudl until your 
marriage be. completed, your queen brought hi- 
ther, and all affairs concluded, you may then fol- 
low a different method ; for you will be powerful 
enough to crufh all your enemies or rebellious fub- 
jeds, as the king of France will at all times 
be ready to afTift you, and this you may fecurely 
depend upon.' 

' In God's name, brother-in-law,' faid the king, 
* you fpeak to the purpofe, and ic fhall be as you 
advife.' 

The count de Saint Pol was lodged in London 
during his (lay in England ; but he had frequent 
conferences with the king at Eltham, and with diCk 
duke of Lancafter on the fubjedt of the marriage* 
It had been ordered at Paris, as the count told the 
king, that the king of France and his uncles would 

come 
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tfomc to Saint Omer, an<J bring the ydiung prihJ- 
ccfs with them who Was to be queen of Eng- 
land. It was therefore their wifh that the king 
of England (hould copie to Calais, and that, be- 
tween the towns of Saint Onfier and Calais, an in- 
terview fhould take place between the two kings, 
who from perfonal knowledge would have their 
afFeftions much ftrengthened j and then there might 
be fome fecret treaties made refpefting a peace 
between them .and their uncles^ without employ- 
ing too many perfons in the bufinefs, before the 
king carried his queen to England. If ^ peace 
could not be concluded, the truce was then to be 
prolonged for the terfti of thirty or forty yearis be- 
tween France, England, and their allies. 

This propofal feemed fo fair and honourable to 
the king of England and his council, that orders 
were inftantly iffued for purveyances of every 
kind to be made ready for the king's voyage 
and refidenne at Calais. Many lords did the 
fame. The duke and duchefs of Glocefter,'with 
their children, were invited by the king to be of 
the party, as were the dukes and ducheffes of 
York and Lancafter: this laft lady, being with 
licr lord at Eltham, had already been afked. 

The king and the count de Saint Pol tra-' 
Veiled together through Canterbury to Dover, 
■Sallowed by all the lords who had been in- 
•vited to accompany him. In truth, the count 
de Saint Pol, from his impatience to carry the 
jiews to the king of France, crolfed the fea on 
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his arrival at Dover to Boulogne^ and haflen* 
ed thence to Paris^ and^ related to the king 
and his uncles every thing which had palTcd 
with the king of England. This gave general 
fatisfaftion^ and the king and court fek out from 
Paris, and by fhort days journies came to. Amiens. 
In the mean time, the king of England, his un^ 
cles, and a large train of lords and ladies, had 
crofled the fea to Calais, where they were lodged.. 
The duke of Burgundy came to St Omer to prcfi 
forward the treaties, which were carried on through 
the mediation of the count de Pol and Robert the 
hermit. 

The duke of Burgundy was coiyludted by the 
count de Saint Pol to Calais on the eve of our 
Lady the middle of Auguft, to Wait on the king 
of England and his uncles. He was welcomed 
with joy by the king and his lords ; and they con- 
ferred together for fome time on the articles for a 
peace, to which the king inclined : indeed, to 
fay. the truth, he was indifferent what might be 
agreed on provided he had his wife. When the 
duke of Burgundy had ftaid at Calais two days ne- 
gotiating a peace, the king told him that he would 
lay ail the articles on his return to England before 
the parliament ; for that neither himfclf nor his 
lords could agreed to any thing conclufive without 
the affent of the people of England, and it muft 
be deferred until their will were known. He 
added, that he himfclf would go over, and re- 
turn, and fo make one journey for the con- 
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dufion of all things, * That will be well done/ 
replied the duke of Burgundy and the count 
de Saint Pol, who returned to St. Omer, and 
thence to Amiens, where they expefted to meet 
the king and queen of France with their daugh* 
ter, the future queen of England. The dukes 
of Berry and Brittany were alfo there ; for the 
king of France had fent for the lad mentioned 
doke, who came thither in grand array. 

The king of England and his lords returned 
to Loijdon ; but their ladies remained until they 
ihould come back, which . wa$ fpeedily done. 
JDiiring this period, the expedition from Hain-^ 
ault againft the Frieflanders took place, com- 
snanded by the earl of Hainault and his fon 
riic count d'Oftrevant. We will relate the ^r^ 
ran^ement of it, for it is now titne. 
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CHAP, xxxvm. 

THE COUNTS OF HAINAULT AND OF OSTRE.- 
VANT RAISE A LARGE ARMY OF MEN AT 

• ARMS, KNIGHT^ AND SCtlJIRES, TO INVADE 
FRIESLAND.— -THE KING OF FRANCE SENDS 
THEM ASSISTANCE, UNDER THE COMMAND 
OF COUNT WALERAN DE ST. POL AND THE 
LORD CHARLES D'ALBRET. 

ly^OU have ,beforc heard the great dcfirc duke 
■^ Albert of Bavaria and his fon William count 
d'Oftrcvant had to invade Friefland, and to em- 
ploy their arnia in the conq^ucft of it. The knights 
and fquires of Hainault, Holland and Zealand^ 
were willing to fecond them, becaufc they thought 
it, was their lawful inheritance. To gain aflift- 
ance, the count d'Oftrevant had fent one of his 
fquires, a renowned man at arms, called Fiera- 
bras de Vertain> to England,, where he had been 
fuccefsfiil : king Richard, out of affeftion to his 
coufin, had fent him fpme men at arms, and two 
hundred archers, under the command of three 
Englifh lords.; one was named Cbrnewall, ano- 
ther CoUeville, but the name of the third, who 
was a fquire, I have forgotten. It was told mc, 
and likcwife that he was a gallant man at arms, 
and had been long ufed to war : a fliort time 
before, he had in a riot had his chin cut off, 

which 



which was. replaced by one of filver that was 
faftened by a filken cord tied round his head. 
This force arrived at Enchuyfen in proper time. 

To be more particular in this matter, I muft 
fay that I was informed duke Albert held many 
confultations with his fon^ the count d'Oftrevant,. 
and they called into their councils a noble and 
valiant fquire, named William .de Croembourg*, 
who earneftly exhorted them to the war, for he 
mortally hated the Frieflanders. He had done 
them fome mifchief, and did them much more, 
as you fhall hear. 

Duke Albert of Bavaria fet put from the Hague 
in company with his fon> the count d'Oftrevant, for 
Hainault, and convened the ftates of that country 
at Mons, who readily obfyed the fummons of 
their lord. He laid before them his wilh to in- 
vade' Friefland, and remonftrated on hi^ right to 
do fo, and the lawful claim he had on it. In 
proof of this, he had read to them certain let- 
ters patent, apoftolical and imperial, authentically 
fcaled with lead and gold, which evidently IheWed 
his right over that country. The duke addrefled 
the meeting,— r^ My lords, and valiant men our 
fubjefts, you know that every one ought to 
guard and defend his inheritance, and that manj 
in the defence of himfelf or country, has a right 
to make war. You kaowalfo, that the Frieflanders 
ought to acknowledge themfclves our fubjeftai but 

r 
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• Croembmirg.— In my MS. Crocmcbourc. Mufeum MS. 
Corembourch. 
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they arc rebellious againft us, and againft our 
rights, like men without law or religion. 

' Notwithftanding the juftice of our claim, wc 
cannot, my very dear lords, without your per* 
fonal and pecuniary aid, attempt to mak^ theft 
' people liften to reafon. Wc therefore entreat your 
aflift^nce in this ncceffity, both perfonal and pecu- 
niary, that we may fubjugate thefe difobcdient 
Fricflandcrs to our wilL- 

To this remonftrance the three eftates unanir 
moufly aflentcd; and, as they were always in-^ 
clined to comply with the defircs of their lord, 
they prefcnted duke Albert, from the country of 
Hainault, the fum of thirty thoufand francs in 
ycady money, without including the town of Va- 
lenciennes. This town performed equally well 
its duty, for duke Albert, attended by his fon, 
went thidier, and made a fimilar rcqucft to* what 
he had done fo fuccefsfuUy at Mons. 

Thefe t^o valiant princes were very joyful to 
fee their fubjefts fo forward to affift their war, 
as it aflured them they were well beloved by 
them. Since they had now a fufficicncy of mor> 
ney, they rcfolved to inform the kij;ig of France 
of their intended expedition, and to requeft aid 
from him. Two prudent and valiant knights, the 
lord de Ligne and the lord de Jumont, were fent 
thither, and acquitted themfclves well, for they 
weit* muph in favour with the French, efpecially 
the lord de Ligne, whom the king, from his parr 
tiality to hiip, had made one of his chamber- 
lains. He propofcd to the king of France thp^ 
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qucft of his- lord, duke Albert of Bavaria, fo 
oquently, that he and his courjcil promifed the 
afljftance he required. The duke of Burgundy 
^?iras urgent for its being granted, bccaufe his daugh-r 
cser having married the duke's fon, he thought, 
if the expedition were fuccefsful, it would be for 
tht advantage of the count d' Oftrevant. 

Many of the great barons difapproved of it, 
and fpoke againft it, faying, — 'How can thefe 
Hainaulters come hither to folicit aid from our 
Icing, when they have already been to afk the 
^me from the Englifh ? Have we not lately feen 
t:ha;t the count d'Oftrfevant has accepted of the 
order of the Garter, which is the Englifli device ? 
Has he fliewn, by fo doing, any very great af- 
i^iftion for France ?' But others, Avho were better 
informed replied, — ' My fair firs, you are wrong 
tro talk thus : if the count d'Oftrevant has accepted 
trhe Garter, it was not -to ally himfclf with Eng- 
l^nd J for he is too ftrongly conncded with the 
I^rench. Is it not true that he has married the 
lady Catherine, daughter to the duke of Burgundy ? 
3.nd is not this a better and more valuable alliance 
^han the blue Garter ? Never, therefore, fay that 
He will not prefer doing fervices to the French ra- 
ther than to the Englifli, The king will honour 
liiipfelf and exalt the French name, if he ^ve 
him the aid he has been wifely advifed to afford/ 

Thus did the French converfe on thefe mat- 
ters, which made a great noife in France, for 
nothing was talked of but the deeds of arms that 
ycrc to be performed in Hungary or Turkey 

againft 
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againft Bajazet^ and in Friefland ;^inft the 
Frieflanders. The king of France did not delay 
railing an army of five hundred lances, compofcd 
of Picards and French, and gave die command oi 
ihem to the count Waleran de St. Pol and the loid 
Charles d'Albret, two knights that were well qua- 
lified for the bufinefs. They were to lead this 
body of men to the town of Enchuyfen in lower 
Friefland, as that was the place of affembly for 
the whole army, and they were to embark there 
for upper Friefland, which they did. 

When the two valiant knights, the lord de Ligne 
and the lord de Jumont, faw the good inclination 
of the king, and were aflured that every order bad 
been given, and the pay ifTued for the men at arms 
who were to be fent to afllft the count of Hainault, 
they took leave of the king of France, and, thank* 
ing him for his friendihip to their lords, returned to 
Hainault, to relate to the duke of Bavaria and the 
count d'Oftrevant how fuccefsful they bad been. 
They were received with the honours tiicy had 
deferved, and detailed the courteous aofwers they 
received from the king of France and the duke of 
Burgundy, who bad feafted them grandly, and tbe 
rich prefents that were given them, for which thtf 
thanked the duke and his fon, as it was from a£^ 
fe£tion to them they bad been (hewn fuch courtefy. 
The whole wouki be too long to relate : "Wc will 
therefore pals it over, and come to the principal 
matter. 

Duke Albert, on hearing that tbe kii^ of France 
was to fend to bis afliftancc five hundred lancesj 

aflembkd 
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'afemUed all his barons and vaiTals of Hsunaulu 
The aflcmbly confided of the lord de Vertain, fc- 
ncfchal of Hainault, , a very valiant man and re- 
nowned in arnris ; the lords de Ligne and de Go- 
mcgines, whom he appointed marfhals of his army j 
the. lords de Havreth, Michelet de Lignc^ de La- 
lain, de Hordaing, de Chin, de Cautain, du Quef- 
noy, de Fleron, his brother John, the lords de 
Bouffei, de Jumont, (who were knights , always 
eager to meet their enemies, but at this time they 
had bleared eyes, red as crimfon) Robert le Roux ; 
the lords de Monthiaux, de Fontaines, de Seulles, 
the lords James de Sars, William de Hermes, and 
Pinchart his brother; the lords de Lens, de 
Verlammont, Anfcaux de Traffeigincs, Oftes dc 
Seauflines and his brother Gerard j the lord de 
Iftre, his brother John: fir Anfeaux de Sars, 
Bridauxde Montigny, Daniaux de la Poulle, Guy 
dc la Poulle j the lord de Mailing j fir Floridas 
de Villicrs, who was a moft valiant knight, and 
had gained, great renown for his gallant, deeds of 
anns againft the Turks and Saracens in the Holy 
Land; fir Euftace de Vertain, fir Fierabras de 
Vertain, wha was but juft returned from England, 
^ rejcHced his lord with the fuccefs of his million 
[ there ; the lord de Ofteven, fir Raffe de Montigny 
Thuq de Merfe; the lord de Rorfin, fir John 
d'Aiidrcgines, Perfaht his brother, and great 
numbers of other gentlemen and fquires, whom, 
liavmg aflfembled in his hall at Mons, he addreflfcd, 
faying, * th?it he hoped they would all arm, and 
ptovidjs themfelves with followers and every nc- 
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ccflary, each according to his power, to aflift 
him in his intended expedition againft Ericflandi 
and that, out of. afFcftion to him, and regard to 
their own honour and renown, they would ac- 
company him to his town of Enchuyfen, in 
lower Friefland, and to Meemelie*^ and thence 
embark with him for upper Friefland, where he 
propefed being, if it plcafcd God, by the middle 
of Auguft enfuing, and that he would wait for 
them in one or other of the two before-mentioned 
towns ; that it was his intention to go thither be- 
forehand to make the neceflary preparations, and 
to receive his men at arms, and fuch Hollanders 
and Zealanders as would be induced to enter his 
fervice, and aid him to the accomplifliment of his 
purpolcs.' 

All the knights, fquires and lords in Hainauk in- 
ftantly complied with his requeft, and promifed 
him their fervices like loyal vaffals. l3uke Al- 
bert and the' count d'Oftrevant found them punc- 
tual in the performance of their promifes, and 
they made themfelves fpeedily ready, fo that about 
the beginning of Auguft of the year 1396, they 
aflfembled, and marched off in companies, band- 
fomely arrayed, towards Antwerp, where Acy 
were to embark for Enchuyfen^^ the general ren- 
dezvous. 

You may fuppofe, that when all thefe prepam- 
tions were making for the departure of fo many 

« Meeroelie.-rBiitifh MuTeam MS. Metenelich. Hafbd MS* 
Metxnelic. Q^, if not Medendric, which is not £ur kom Ed* 
chuyfen. 
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knights and fqinrcs, the ladies and damfels wcrt 
not in high fpirits. We muft allow they were very 
much caft down, for they faw their fathers, bro- 
thers, uncles, hulbands and lovers, going on a dan- 
gerous expedition, not having forgotten how, in 
former times, the Hainaulters with count William 
had remained on the field of battle in Friefland, 
They were therefore fearful that what had hap- 
pened to their predeceflbrs might befal them, and 
loudly praifed the duchefs of Brabant for haying 
forbidden any gentleman or others of her country 
to take part in this expedition. 

The ladies frequently prefled their lovers and 
friends to decline going, and many meetings were 
holden but to Kttle purpofe. They were particu- 
larly angry with Fierabras baftard de Vertain, for 
Acy faid he was the principal promoter of this ex- 
|>edition. 

Duke Albert and his fon, on leaving Mons after 
the promifc of the Hainaulters to affift thefn, re- 
turned to Zealand, and made fimilar requtfts to uhe 
jZcalanders, who in like manner comjJied ; and the 
lotd dc la Vcre, fir Floris de Boeflcl, Floris d'Abel, 
the lord de Zenemberge, fir Clais de Boyfel and 
Philip dc Cortien, were very inftrumental in for- 
warding the biifinefs. They as well as many other 
gentlemen inftandy armed, and put themfelves in 
l^andfomc array, plainly (hewing they were defirous 
to gain renpwn. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

THE tARL OF HAINAULT LANDS WITH 
ARMY IN FRIESLAND.— — — HE DEFEATS 1 
FRIESLANDERS IN BATTLE, BUT IS NEVI 
THELESS FORCED TO RETIRE TO HOLLA! 
TO PASS THE WINTER, WITHOUT HAVl 
GAINED ANY^ THING IN FRIESLAND; 

nr^HE duke of Bavaria and his fon, hav 
'*' been lo fuccelsful in Hainault and Zeala 
made the fame requefts to the Hollanders; cl 
cially to the barons and chief towns. To 
the truth, the Hollanders were much pleafed 
hear j¥ar was about to be made on ;he Frieflande 
they hated them, particularly the knights j 
fquires, for there was a continual warfare can 
on, and they mutually plundered each other 
the frontiers of the two countries. When 
great lords in Holland, fuch as the lord d'Ai 
and other gallant knights and fquires,* heard 
fupplications of their princes, duke Albert i 
his fon count William, they immediately oflFc; 
their fervices, and promifed them every afliftan 
They were fpeedily, armed, and the principal to^ 
fupplied them with a large body of crofs-ba 
pikemen and men at arms. It was not long I 
fore they were all affcmbled at Enchuyfen, wh 
vefTcls had been provided to carry them to Fri 
land. The^ were fg numerous, they were faid 
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ht tTiirty thoufand failors, and that the town of 
Harlem alone had fupplied twelve hundred. Thcfc 
veffcls were amply Freighted with warlike ftores and 
other neceffaries. You may imagine the grief of 
die ladies and damfels in Holland and Zealand was 
»ot iefs than thofe of Hainault, when they found 
dicir lovers and relations were engaged in this war. 
Their anger fell chiefly on the lord de Crueinbourg, 
bccaufc they thought he had been the great advifer 
of duke Albert in the matter, and on the lord dc 
Mcrcbbedc. This laft was eager for revenge on 
the Fricflanders for the injuries they had done him : 
iiithc before mentioned battle, when count Wil- 
liam was unfortunately flain, he had loft three and 
thirty of his relations, bearing his arms oa their 
coatSj with fir Daniel de Merebbede their leader ; 
none of whom would the Frieflanders ranfom. 
Thcfc two lords, therefore, were afraid to appear 
before the prihceffes and ladies of duke Albert's 
Court. 

In a (hort time, the whole army was aflcmbled : 
the Englilh came firft, next the Hainaulters in very 
handfome array, under the command of the lord 
icQefchal de Jumont, and the lord de Gomegines, 
who was marihal j then the Hollanders aiid Zea- 
lihdcrs: but the French' did not come fo foon 
as expe&cd, which delayed the embt^kation eleven 
days; During thjs interval, there arofe a quarrel 
between the ' Englifli and Hollanders ; and, had 
*t not been for the count d'Oftrevant, the Eng- 
Hfli would have been flam. The quarrel was made 
"P 9 and the French arrived, to the joy of all». 

for 
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for they confifted of a well appointed body of ineri 



at, arms. 



Every one was now ordered inftantly to em- 
bark, which being done, they hoifted fail, recom- 
mended themfelvcs to God, and put to fea. The 
water was fmooth and fcemed to take pleafure in 
bearing them. There were fuch numbers of vef- 
fels that, had they been arranged in a line from 
Enchuyfen to Kuynder (Which is in upper Frief- 
land, and where they intended to land), thought 
twelve leagues diftant, the whole fea would hav^ 
been covered ; but they failed in one body. ' 

We will for a while leave them, and ijpeal^. 
of the Frieflanders, who, as I was informed) ^ hacfl 
been long acquainted with duke Albert's intention 
of marching againft them with a powerful army . 
They held many councils on the fubje6t, and de- 
termined to combat their enemies at the very mo- 
ment of their landing ; for they faid they fhoold 
prefer death with liberty, to being flaves; and 
would never quit the battle while alive. They 
alfo refolved not to accept of ranfoms for any per- 
fon, however high his rank, but to put their pri- 
foners to death, or keep them in banifhment fiom 
their own countries. 

Among thel'e was a Fricflander of high Irirtb 
and renown : "he was of great ftrength and ftatiirey 
for he was taller by a head than aU his country- 
men. His name was Yves Joverc; but the Hol- 
]aiiders> Zcaianders and Hainaulters called hit^* 
* The great FrieQander.' This valiant man b^ 
nified much reputation in Prufiiaj Hunganr, Tur- 
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key, Rhodes and Cyprus, where he had perforlffed 
fiich deeds of; valour that he was much fpokeh of. 
When he heard his countrymen thus readily refolve 
on battle, he addrefled themi— •* O ye nobk mep, 
and free Frieflanders, know that there is 116 fortune 
ftable. If in former times you have, by yinr 
prowefs, conquered the Hamaulters, Holllanders 
and Zealanders, thofe who are now about to invade 
us are m«n expert In war, and be aflbred they will 
aft otherwife than their prcdeceflbrs : you will fee 
they will not fly, but fight with the uttttofl: pru- 
dence. I would therefore advife that we fufFer 
them to land and make what progrefs they xran 
into the country: let us guard our towns and fort- 
^'eflfes, and give up to them the plains, where 
^liey will wafte themfelves. Our country will not 
long fupport them. It is befide cut up with 
ciitches and dykes, fo that they cannot advance far 
into the interior, and they will be forced to return 
s^cer having burnt ten or twelve villages. This 
■^hey will the more fpeedily do, for they cannot 
«nde, nor indeed without difficulty march on foot, 
through the country, which will wear them out. 
The damage they can do will be trifling, and 
"we can foon repair it ; but, if we offer them bat* 
ti«, I very much fear we fliall be overpowered, 
fb^ I have been credibly informed they are one 
Hundred thoufand men under ^rms.' 

He faid truly, for they were at leaft as many, 
if hot more. 

Three valiant Fricfland knights> fir Feu de 
. Vol. XL . T Dore- 



When thqr were all difcmbarkcd, they ranged 
themfelves along the dyke, each under his feanncf j 
and, when thns drawn up, their line extended 
more than half a league; The Frieflanders, on 
their lofs of the dyke, retreated to another pafs, 
where they had caft up the earth in their front, and 
the ditch wa^ very deep : they amounted to about 
thirty thoufand, and, as they were at no great 
diftance, were plainly feen by the Hainaultcrs artd 
their allies, from their pofition on the dyke. 
Each party remained on the ground : in the mean 
time, the whole army was landed, with their bag- 
gage, and fome tents were pitched, under which 
they repofed themfelves during the Sunday and 
Monday, obferving the Frieflanders, with whom 
on thcfc two .days there were many Ikirmifhes and 
deeds of arms. 

Both armies were ready prepared for battle on 
the Tuefday morning: and many new knights 
were made of the Hainaulters, Hollanders and 
Zealanders, when it was refolved to attack the 
enemy. They drew up in handfome array, 
placing their archers in front, intermixed with the 
ranks, and, with trumpets founding, marched to 
pafs the ditch. The Frieflanders guarded them- ' 
felves from the arrows by means of the mound of - 
earth thrown from the ditch^ which was as high as 
their heads ; ^ but the Hollanders leaped into the 
ditch, and made bridged of their pikes and lances^ 
The enemy defended themfelves valiantly, a 
gave fuch rude blows on thofe >yho attempted D 

moui».T 
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The Fricflanders, noticing the movements of 
their enemies^ Tallied forth^ to the amount of about 
fix thoufand, and mounted the dykes of fee if 
they could any way prevent their landing. Among 
the Frieflanders, there was a fort of mad woman 
drefled in blue cloth, who, quitting her country- 
men, ruftied forward towards the Hainaulters and 
5iollanders, making ready for battle. When flic 
liad approached the army within bow-fliot, flie 
turned her back, and, raifing up her petticoats and 
Ihifc, ftiewed her bare rump to all who wifhed to 
lee it, bawling out fome words in her own lan- 
guage, which meant, 'Take this for your wel-, 
come.' Thofe on ftiip-board, feeing the wicked- 
JDefs of this womani let fly fuch a fliower of arrows 
wid bolts that her legs and thighs were larded with 
^hcm ; for it feemed a fliower of fnow, fo many 
^^ere the arrows fliot at her. Several leaped into 
tthe water, and, purfuing this wretched woman 
^*^ich drawn fwords, foon overtook her, and cut 
icr into a thoufand pieces. In the mean time, 
Xht debarkation was taking efFeft ; and the Hain i 
aulters marched to the enemy, who received them 
<ourageouQy, with long pikes, and ftaves fliod 
i^ith iron, and repulfed them vigoroufly; The 
landing was ftrongly cootefted, and numbers were 
iilled and wounded; but from the advantages' of 
their bows and crofs-bows, and by their fuperior 
;node of fighting, the Hainaulters gained the 
<lyke, and remained viftors on the field at this firfl: 

attack. ' 
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and Hainaultcrs, they killed while in dmr 
hands. 

The lord William de Craembourg, and his two 
fons, John and Henry, who had that morning 
been knighted, acquitted themfelves gallantly, andL 
were the moft aftive in flaying the Frieflanders, 
fliewing clearly they loved them not. To con- 
clude, the Frieflanders were completely defeated, 
and the greater part killed : fome few were made 
prifoners, and about fifty carried to the Hague, 
where they remained a long time. 

The lord of Kuynder, who was the lord of the 
town where duke Albert had landed,, had furren- 
dered himfelf to the duke on the Monday," and 
himfelf and two fons were in the battale ag^inft the 
Frieflanders. They lived afterwards under the 
protedtion of duke Albert and his foh count Wil* 
liam. 

After this defeat, the H^naulters, Hollanders, 
Zealanders, French and Englifli quartered them- 
felves about Kuynder, and took feveral towns and 
caftles; but their captures were inconfiderablc, 
for the Frieflanders did them inuch h^m t^y am- 
bufcades and fl^irmiflies. If they made, ^y pri- 
foners, they had no ranfom to offer ; and it wss 
feldom they would furrender, but fought until 
they were flain, faying they prefcred death and 
lil^crty to being under the fubjeftion of any lord 
whatever. Their friends ori-elarions never brought 
^ny ranfoms for thofe who were taken, but left 
.them to die in prifon. The Frieflanders offered 
jheir prif9n.ers in exchange, man for mani but, 

whci> 
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wjicn their enemies had none to give in return, 
they put them to death. 

When the Hainault army had been in the coun- 
try about five weeks, and had deftroyed and burnt 
many towns and villages, of litde value indeed, 
the weather began to be very cold and to rain il- 
rnoft daily : there were alfo great tempefts at fea. 
E)uke Albert and his fon, in confequence, pro- 
polcd the return of the army to lower Friefland, 
whence they had come, and to march into HoU 
land, the more comfortably to pafs the winter, 
>vhich had fet in very hard. This was done j and, 
on their arrival at Er^chuyfen, . the lords difmiiTed 
their men, particularly the fkrangers, with whom 
they were well contented, and paid them their full 
pay, thanking them at tiff fame time for the fer- 
yices they had rendered. 

Thus was this great army difbanded, without 
leaving made any conqucft j but, two years after, 
thefe noble princes, duke Albert and his fon count 
^Villiam, returned thither a fecond time, and 
^^ade great conquefts by . their excellent prowcfs, 
"^hich, if if pleafe God, fhall be fully recounted. 
»ut for the moment we will not fay more, and 
''^late the magnificent marriage of the king of 
England witl^ the princefs ^fab^lla of France. 
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CHAP. XL. 

TifE CfiRIMONV OP^THZ MARKlAGB OF THS^ 
KI^O or fiHGLAND WITH A rtHNTCBSS 0$^ 

FIiANC£. TH2 KINO OF ^RANCB DELIVBR^- 

HBR TOTHB KING OP £NOI.Af^D> IN HIS TBN'T' 
BETWEEN ARDRES AND CALAIi* 

lO'OU have before heard of the journey of th<r 
* king of England to Calais, where he refidect 
with his uncles, prelates and barons of his coun- 
cil, during which time he had held a confcrcnccr 
with the duke of BurguHly refpefting the articks 
of peace. The king had returned to Londdn to 
Wait the meeting of his parfiament at Michaelmas ; 
but in the mean time great purveyances were 
made, for him and for his barons, and lent to 
Calais and Guines. The larger part wtre for* 
warded down the river Thames, but a good deal 
was collefted in Flanders, at Damme, Bruges and 
Sluys, which were fcnt by fea to Cahis. 

In like manner, great preparations were made 
for the king of France, the duke oF Orleans, their 
uncles, and the barons and prelates of France, at 
Saint Omer, Aire, Therouenne, Ardres, a la 
Montoifc, Leulinghen, and in all the monafteries 
and houfes round about. No expence was fparcd 
on either fide j and the lords of each country were 
emulous to outlhine one another. In the abbey 

of 
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of Saint Bertin*, great were the preparatiora ta 
wceive'the royal vifitors. 

The feflion of parliament, which ufually laffs 
forty days, and is held in the king's palace at 
Wcfbninfter, was now abridged, for the king 3Z^ 
. tended it only five days : when the bufinefs jof the 
nation, and what particularly intcrefted the king, 
and had caufcd his return from Calais, was fetded, 
lie and his two uncles of Lancafter and Glocefter, 
and the members of his council, fet out from 
London, and croflcd the fea to C^ais. The duke 
of York and the eari of Derby did not attend the 
king, but remained behind to guard England in^ 
his abfence. 

Information was inftantly fent to the French lorfs 
in Picardy of the king of England's return to Ca- 
lais ; and the duke and duchefs of Burgundy came 
to Saint Omcr, and fixed •their refidence in the 
abbey of Saint Bertin. The king of France fent 
At count de Saint Pol to king Richard, as foon as 
. he heard of his arrival at Calais, to compliment 
himf in histiamc, and to lay before him th^ orders 
which had been given for the ceremoy of his 
marriage* The king of England eagerly Hftened 
tx> this, for he took much pteafure in the bufinefs. 
The count de Saint Pol, on his return to Saint 
Omer, was accompanied by the duke of Lancafter, 
liis fon Beaufort of Lancafter, the duke of Glo- 
cefter, with his fon Humphrey, the earl of Rut- 
land) the earl marlhal, the earl of Huntingdon, 



S^t 9ertin>«— an abbey in the city of Saint Omer. 
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chamberlain of England, and many other barons 
and knights, who were handfomcly receivci^ by the 
duke and duchefs of Burgundy. The duke of 
Brittany came thither alfo, having left the king 
of France and the young queen of England at 

Aire. 

« 

You muft know that every honour and refpeft 
that could be imagined were paid to the Englifh 
lords. The duchefs of Burgundy entertained them 
fplendidly at dinner; at which was prefent the 
duchefs of Lancafter, with her fon and two 
daughters. There was an immenfe variety of 
different difhes and decorations on the tables, and 
very rich prefents made of gold and filver plate : 
nothing, in fliort, was fpared, fo diat the Englifli 
were afloniihed where fuch riches could come 
from, and efpecially the duke of Glocefter, who 
told his friends that the kingdom of France 
abounded in wealth and power. To foften the 
temper of the duke of Glocefter, whom the Frenchr 
lords knew to be proud, and their bitter enemy, 
they paid him the moft flattering attentions. Not- 
withftanding this, and the handfome prefents they 
oi&red, which he accepted, the fame rancour re- 
mained in his breaftj and, in ipite of every thing 
the French could fay or do, whenever the fubjcft 
of peace was mentioned, his anfwers were as harlh 
and fcvere as ever. The French are very fubtle ; 
but, with regard to him, they could never gaip 
his aSe<5tions ; and his converlation was (b rcierml, 
it was not polfible to diicover hb real fentimeots. 

When 
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When the duke of Burgundy faw this>. he faid 
to his council,^— ^ We (hall never fucceed until we 
gain over this duke of Glocefter : as long as he 
lives, theri will not be any folid peace with 
England, for he will ever find fome caufe of (Quar- 
rel, and rfcnew the hatred of the people of both 
countries : his whole thoughts are on this fubjeft; 
and were it not for the amiable qualities of the 
king of England, which we hope may produce 
in time more favourable effefts, in good truth 
he Ibould never have our coufin as his wife/ 

After thc.duchefs of Burgundy, the countefs of 
Nevers, the countefs of Saint Pol, and the lords 
and ladies of France, had, as you have. heard, 
magnificently entertained the Englifh lords and 
ladies, (at which time it was determined when and 
where the two kings fhould meet, and the king of 
England receive his wife) the company took leave 
of each other, and the two dukes, with their 
ducbeffes and children, returned with the other 
barons and knights to Calais, '^d related to 
king Richard how grandly they had been re- 
ceived, and the rich prefents that had been made 
them. 

Their praifes pleafed the king ; for he w^ de- 
lighted whenever he heard the king of France or 
the French well Ipoken of, fo much was he already 
enamoured with them, on account of the king's ' 
daughter whom he was to marry. 

Shordy after this, the king of France, accom-^ 
,panied by the duke of Brittany, came to Saint 
Qmer, and was lodged in the abbey of Saint 

Bcrtin: 
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Bcrtin : all who had before occupied it were fcrccd 
to diflodgc. The dukes of Berry, Burgundy and 
Bourbon, having been ordered to confer Mfith & 
king of England at Calais, fet out from Saint 
Omer, and, on their arrival at Calais, were ^^ 
ceived with every honour and kindnefs by die 
king and his lords. They were entertained iwA 
fplendour ; and the three dukes tohduded cetttti 
treaties with the king of England and his lindcs. 
Many in France and England thought a peace had 
been concluded, for at that time the duke of (So- 
cefter was well inclined to it, in confideration of 

m 

the kind promifes of the king, who had engaged, 
if a peace were made, to create his fon Humphrey 
carl of Rochefter, and make the annud ftvtmic 
of it equal to two thoufand pounds ftcrling, and to 
prefent the duke of Glocefter with fifty thoufand 
nobles on his return to England. 

Thus, through his avaricious dilpofirion, was 
the duke of Glocefter foftened in his opinitins TC- 
fpefting a peace with France. It was fo vifiMe, that 
the French dukes obferved it, for they had never 
before found him fo tradable or moderate in his 
converfation. When the French lords had con- 
cluded the bufinefs they had come xspan, they 
took leave of the king, and returned to the ki? 
of France and the duke of Orleans at Saint Chncr, 
who were impatient to hear the fucccfs of Atir 
journey. 

The king of France departed from Saint Omcr> 

and refided in the fort of Ardres : the duke of 3v^ 

gundy went to la Montoire, the di&e rf Brittany^ 

the 
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ftc'town of Elque, the dokc of Berry to Tourne- 
hern. The plain was covered wich tents and pavi- 
Ijons fall of French and EngKfli. The king of 
England and the diike of Lancafter were lodged 
in Girines, and the duke of Glocefter at Hamme. 

On the vigil of the feaft of Saint Simon and 
&int Jude*, which fell on a Friday, in the year 
df grace 1396, the two kings left their lodgings 
cto the point of ten o*ctock, and, accompanied by 
Acir attendants, went to the tents that had reipec- 
ttrcly been prepared for them. Thence they ad- 
▼anccd on foot to a certain fpot which had been 
fctcd on for their meeting, and which was fun- 
rounded by four hundred French and as many 
Englifh knights brilliantly armed, with fwords in 
hand. Thefe eight hundred knights were fo drawn 
tip, that the two kings paffcd between their ranks, 
fendufted in the following order : the dukes of 
Lancafter and Glocefter fupported the king of 
France, as did the dukes of Berry and Burgundy 
tht king of England; and thus they advanced 
flowjy through the ranks of the knights : when the 
two kings were on the point of meeting, the eight 
hundred knights fell on their knees and wept for joy. 
The two kings met bare headed, and, having fa- 
hited, took each other by the handj when the king 
of France led the king of England to his tent, 
*hich was handfome and richly adorned: the 
four dukes took each other by the hand and fol- 



' * The feaft oi Saint Simon and Saint Jode is on the sStti 
Oftobe;. 
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lowed them. The Engliflb and French kni|^] 

remained at meir poft, looking at their oppo — 
nents with good humour, and never ftirred iihtifl 
the whole ceremony was over* 

The fppt where the two kings had met wasi 
marked, and a chapel in honour of the Virgin 
Mary was propofed to be erefted on it, but X 
know not if it were ever put into execution. On 
the entrance of the two kings holding each other 
by the hand into the tent, the dukes of Orleans 
and of Bourbon came forward and caft therafelvcs 
on their knees : the kings flopped and made them 
rife. The fix dukes then affembled in front and 
converfed together : the kings paffcd on, and had 
fome converfation, while the wine and fpices were 
preparing. The duke of Berry ferved the king of 
France with the comfit box, and the duke of Bur* 
gundy with the cup of wine. In like manner wa« 
the king of England ferved by the dukes of Lan- 
cafter and Glocefter. After the kings had been, 
ferved, the knights of France and England took the 
wine and (pices, and ferved the prelates, dgkc'Sf 
princes and counts 5 and, after them, fquire3^and 
other officers of the houfchold did the fame to , 
all within the tent, until every one had partaken of 
the fpices and wine j during which time, the two 
kings freely converfed. 

After a Ihort fpace, the two monarchs lX)ok 
leave of each other, as did the different lordsi 
The king of England and his uncles retired to 
their tents, while the horfcs were made ready J 
they then mounted, and took the road towards 

Calais I 



Calais; the king to Guiires^ the dukes of Lan« 
tafter and Gloceiler to HsLmmt, and the others to 
thdr lodging at Calais. 

In like manner did the king of France return to 
Ardres, accompanied by the duke of Orleans ; the 
duke of Berry to Tournehem, and the duke of 
Burgundy to la Montoire ; for nothing more was 
done that day^ although the tents and pavilions 
of the king of France and other lords were left 
ftinding. 

At T I o'clock of the Saturday morning, the 
fcaft of St. Simon and St.Jude, the king of Eng- 
^ud^ attended by his uncles and all the noblemen 
who had accompanied hini from England, waited 
on the king of France in his tent. They were 
received by the king, his brother and uncles, with 
great pomp and the moft afFeftionate words. The 
dinner-tables were there laid out; that for the 
kings was long and handfome, and the fide-board 
covered with the moft magnificent plate. 

The two kings were featcd by themfelves ; the 
king of France at the top of the table, and the 
king of England below him, but at a good diftance 
from each other. They were ferved by the dukes 
of Berry, Burgundy and Bourbon : the laft enter- 
tained the two monarchs with many gay remarks, 
to make them laugh, and thofc about the table, 
for he had much drollery, and, addreffing the king 
of England, faid, — * My lord king of England, 
you ought to make good cheer, for you have had 
all your wiflies gratified. You have a wife, or 
ihall havjc one, for Ihc wijl be fpcedily dcUvered - 

to 
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to y»u. * ' Bourbonnois/ replied the king of France, 
• we wifh our daughter were as old as our coufiri of 
Saint Pol, though we were to double her dower, 
for then flie would love our fon of England much 
more.' 

The king of England heard well thefc words, and 
replied, bowing to the king of, France (for he did 
not addrefs himfelf to the duke of Burbon, fince 
the king had compared his daughter with the 
countefs of Saint Pol's), ^ Good father-in-law, the 
age of our wife pleafcs us right well : we pay not 
fo much attention concerning her age, as we value 
your love, and that of our fubjefts, for we flmll 
now be fo ftrongly united that no king in Chriftcn- 
dom can any way hurt us.' 

. When dinner was over, which lafted not long, 
the cloth was removed, the tables carried away, 
and wine and fpices brought. After this, the 
young queen of England entered the tent, attend- 
ed by a great number of ladies and damfels. The 
king led her by the hand, and gave her to the king 
of England, who inftantly after took his leave. 
The queen was placed in a very rich litter which 
had bf en prepared for her ; but, of all the French 
ladies who were there, only the lady of Ooiicy 
went with her, for there were many of the prin- 
cipal ladies of England, fuch as the duchefles of 
Lancafter, York, Glocefter, Ireland, die lady 
of Namur, the lady Poinings, and others of the 
nobility, who received queen Ifabella with great 
joy. When the ladies were ready, the king of 
England and his lords departed, and, riding at a 

good 
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gpod pgcCj arrire4 at Calais. The king of France 
and l]ds court retwned to Saint Omer^ where he 
]iad left the queen and duchefs- of Burgundy^ and 
Haid there the Sunday and Monday following^ Oa 
the Tuefday^ which was AU-faints-day, the king of 
England was married by the archbiihop of Can« 
terburyi in the church of St. Nicholas at Calais, to 
the lady Ifabella of France. Great were the feaft- 
ings on the occafion, and the heralds and minftrtU 
were fo liberally paid they wtre fatisfied. 

On the, enfuing Thurfday, the dukes of Orleans 
and Bourbon came to Calais, to ridt the king and 
queen of £ngland : they (laid that day, and on the 
following went back to dinner at St. Onier, wherd 
the king and queen of France waited for them. 
This fame mommg, the king and queen of Eng- 
land, having heard an early mafs and drank ibmc . 
wine, embarked on board the vefTels which had 
been prepared for them, with a favourable wind. 

Tl^y we^ed anchor, fet their fails, and, i^ 
left dian three hours, landed at Dover. The kmg 
dined at the caftle, and lay the next night at Ro^ 
thcftcr: paflTmg throi^h Dartford, he ^rivcd at 
his palace of Eltham, where the lords and ladies 
took leave of the king and queen, and went to their 
homes. 

Fifteen days after, the queen made her entry 
into London grandly attended by lords, ladies and 
dun^ls. She lay one night in the Tower, leated 
on the banks of die Thames, and the next day was 
condufted in great pomp> through the itreets, to 
Vol. XI. U WeQ:. 



Weftminfter^ where the king . was wtidf^ in hin 
palace to receive her. This day, the Londoners 
made very rich prefents to the queen, which wero^ 
gracioufly accepted. During the tikne the cour^ 
was at Wefhninftcr, a tournament was ordered to 
be held at Candlemas in Smithfield, between fortyr 
knights and as many fquires } and notices of if 
were given to the heralds, that they might publiib 
it beyond fea, and as far as Scotland. 

When the king of France was returned to Paris 
after the marriage of his daughter, and his lords 
were gone to their refidcnces, there were great rut 
mours of war. It was faid to have been fccdccji 
that at the beginning of March, the kii\g was to 
lead a large army into Lomb'ardy todeftroy die duke 
of Milan I and that the kinjgwas fo bent on this ex- 
pedition, he would not liften to any thing that was 
laid againfl it. The king of England was to fend 
his &ther-in*law fix thoufand archers; and the 
duke of Brittany, who had been conftantly wid) 
the king, offered his fervices on the' expedidoDi 
with two thoufand Breton fpears. Purveyances 
were already making for the king and lords ii| 
Dauphiny and in Savoy. 

When the duke of Brittany took leave of die 
king of France and his lords, to return to his 
duchy, I believe the duke of Burgundy made fucb 
jeameil interceflion with the king, ^d thofe immer 
fdiately concerned, that the dul^e of Brittany caii- 
iried with him his coufin fir Peter de Craon. who 
ff^B cof^fined a prifoner a( his own charges, io die 

towff 



tower of the Louvre^ for the debt he had beeft 
fcntcnced to pay of one hunrded thoufand francs to 
the queen of Jerufalem. I imagine he engaged ' 
to pay the queen the; above fum by inftalments i 
but I wiD, for the prefent, leave (peaking of thcfc 
inattcr$> and return to what wa3 pacing io 
Turkey. 



f CHAP. XLI. 

^HE CHRISTIANS ARE FORCED TO RAISE tIhE 

SI£GE OF NICOPOLI^ BY THE ARRIVAL pW BA- 

JAZET IN TURKEY.— THEY ARE DEi^EATED 

AND THE HUNGARIANS PUT TO FLIGHT, 

* THROUGH THE PRESUMPTUOUS FOLLY OF THE 

FRENCH, 
» 

^t76U have before read in our hiftory how the 

'^ king of Hungary, and the lords from France 

V^lio had gone to Hungary in fcarch of deeds of 

^rmsy had valiandy crofled the Danube^ and en« 

^^red Turkey; where, during the fummcr, fix)m 

the month of July, they had conquered a lai^ 

xraft of cpuntry, haying mercifully fpared the 

Inhabitants and many towns and caftles, for none 

Could withftand their power. They had befiegcd 

the citjr of Nifopoli, and fo hardly preflcd it by 

their attacks, that it was on the point of fur- 

- U Z render- 
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rtndcring, without hearing any inteHigenc^ of 
fiajazet. 

. The king of Hungary had even addreflM the 
French lords^ fiich as the count de Never*, the 
tount d'Eu, the count de la Marchc, the count 
At Soiffons, the lord de Coucy, and the barons 
and knights of Burgundy, faying, — r' My fair 
firs, thanks to God/ we have made a fbccefsfiil 
campaign ; for we have performed many brilliant 
idceds of ^rms, and have conquered Turkey. I 
look on the town of Nicopoli as our own, for it isf 
fo un4ermimed it can hold out no longer than we 
plcafe. I therefore would propofe, that after we 
. ihall have gained and fhewn mercy to this town, 
we atten^pt nothing more this feafon, but recrofs 
the Danube, and return to Hungary, where ;I 
have many handfome towns and caftles prepared 
to receive you, fince you h^ve fo g^lantly aflifted 
inc againft the Turks, my bitter enemies. Purii^g 
the winter^ we will provide ftores for the enfuing 
fummer, each according to his pleafurej and ^end 
i|nformatio(i of our fituation, and what we hav^ 
done, to the king of France, who, before (h^ 
jime, will fend us large remforccments 5 and I 
hope, when he fhajl know the fucccfs we have l^ad, 
he may be inclined to come hither in peribii, fof 
)ic is young and fond of arms, put whether hfi 
fome or not, if it pleafe God* we will nex| fum* 
in^r crofs the Hellcfpont, regain Annema,'a;Ki 
licence inarch to Syria, wjrfi the towns of Jaffa and 
irt? «i«d;?pq(|uer Je|-ui[alcfR and the F^oly Land» 

Should 
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Should the fultan oppofe us, we will offer him 
battle, and never return >vithout having combated 
him.' 

Such was the fpeech of the king of Hungary to 
the French lords : they confidered Nicopoli as 
won, but itfell out ocherwife. 

During the whole fummer, Bajazct had been 
bufily employed in railing an army of Saracens and 
infidels : he had even fent to Perfia for fuccour, 
and the great lords of his religion had joined him 
againftChriltendom. They had crofled the Hel- 
lefpont to the amount of two hundred thoufand; 
but the Chriftians were not only ignorant of their 
numbers, but of their approach j and, they ad- 
vanced fo fecretly, they were clofe to Nicopoli be- 
fore the befiegers knew of their having begun • 
ihcir march. Bajazct was as well acquainted with 
the ftratagems of war as moft, and of great valour 
and entcrprife. He confidered maturely the 
I power of the thriftians, and faid they were a 
valiant race. 

Bajazet marched to raife the fiege of Nicopoli- 
in the following order. His army was drawn up , 
iii the form of a harrow, and occupied about a 
league of ground : in front of this main body, and 
a league in advance, were eight thoufand Turks, 
to ma(k the body of the army, which was divided 

I into two wings. Bajazet was in the midft of his 
\ main body, who thus quiedy advanced, with their 

Van-guard of eight thoufand in front : they were 

II thus ordered, to make an appearance as if they 
were the whole army; but whenever they mcE 

^^ U 3 ilie 
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the Chriflians, they were to fall batk gciitly to- 
wirds. the main body, which was then to extend 
itfelf as much as pofllblei and endeavour to en- 
clofc the Chriflians, whom they fhould tbcri con- 
quer at pleafure. Such was the order 6( beetle of 
Bajazet. 

It happened^ that on the Monday preceding Mi-' 
chaelmas-day, in the year 1396, about ten o'clock, 
as the king of Hungary and the lords, who were 
lying before Nicopoli, were feated at dinner, news 
was brought theni that their enemies, the Turks, 
were near at hand} but, as I heard, the fcouts 
did not inform theiil of the whole truth : they had 
not noticed the main body of the Turks, for the 
moment they faw the van-guard they dared not 
advance farther, as they were not men at afrtis feir- 
Icfs of fuch ah enterprife. The Huttgarians and 
F.rench had each fcJouts of their own, Jlnd both 
parties arrived nearly at the fame time with this in- 
telligence. 

The greater part of the army were at dinner 
when the news was carried to the count de NevefS 
and the other French lords, the meflenger baWlirtg 
out, * Come I quickly arm yourfelves, thatt you 
be not furprifed, for the Turks are on full march 
to meet you.* This information was agreeable to 
many wjio were deflrous of arms : they Inftahtly 
arofe, pufhed the tables afide, and demanded their 
horfes and armour. They were fomewhat heated 
with wine, and haftened to the field as well as they 
could. Banners and pennons were difpla^ed, under 
which every one ranged himfelf in his .proper poft. 

The 



*f he baniler of the Virgin Maty was unfuried, and! 
the guard of it given to that valiant knight fw 
John de Vienne, admira! of France; The French 
were fo eager to arm themfelvcs that they were 
the firft in the field, drawn dp in handfome array, 
and feemingly fearlefs of the Turks j for they were 
ignorant of their immenfe nUmberss and that Ba- 
jazet commanded in perfbtit 

As the French lords were haftening from their 
tents to the field, the marlhal of the king of Hun- 
gary, named fir Henry d'Oftenlemhalle*, mounteil i 
on ahandfonne courfer, came to them with few ati- 1 
tendantSi He was a valiant and experiencedknight, 
and had borne before him a pennon of his arms, 
-which were a crofs anchored fable on a field ar- 
gent, which in heraldry is called crofs molinc* He 
ftopped, when oppofite the banner of our Lady, 
where tiie principal lords were aflembled, and faid 
aloud, — ' I am fent hither by my lord, the king of 
Hungary, who entreats you by me, that you will 
hot begin the battle before you fliall again hear 
from him ; for he much fufpei-ls and fears that the 
fcouts have not brought exaft intelligence of the 
numbers of the Turks, Within two hours you 
Ihall have more certain intelligence, for we have 
lent other fcoiits, who will advance farther than the 
former ones, and bring us better information. Be 
afluredthe Turkswill never attack you, unlefs you 
force them to it, or unril they have collefted all 
thcirforccs together. Youwillaftasyou (hall think 
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beft« tmt fuch are my lord the king^s orders. ' I 
mUft now. rctuwii for I cannot kmgcr ftay.' 

Otf faying this^ the Hungatrian marlhal left dienij 
and the lords aifembled. together to ccxifider what 
wa^ to be done. The lord de Coucy was alked his 
^mon> and replied^ that the king of Hungary 
had a fight to CHxier them, and that what, he had 
rcquefted was pcrfeftly juft. It was^ mentioned to 
me that the count d'Eu, conftable of France, was 
vexed that his opinon had not been firfl: afked be-^ 
fere the lord de Coucy 's, and, through Tpite and 
malice, inftantly oppofed what he had faid, add- 
ing i ^ Yes, yes, the king |tf Hungary wifhcs to 
gain all the honour of the day : he has given us 
the van guarfl, and now wants to take it away, that 
he may have the firfl: blow : let thole who will be- 
lieve what he fends to us, for my part I never will:* 
then addreffing the knight who bore his banner, he 
faid,—* In the name of God and Saint George, you 
ihall fee me this day prove myfelf a good knight*^ 
The lordde Coucy thought this a very vain ipeech. 
of the confliable, and, turning to fir John de Vienne, 
who had the banner of our Lady under his guard, 
and by whom all the others were to rally, a(ked 
what ought to be done, * Lord de Coucy,* he 
replied, * when truth and reafon are not heard» 
folly and prefumption mud reign i and, fince the 
count d'Eu is determined to fight the enemy, we 
muft follow him; but we fliould have greater 
advantage, if we waited the king of Hungary's, 
orders, and were all united.' 

While they thus convcrfed, the infidels were 

faft 
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hit appiraaching : the two wings of their army^ 
which confiiled of fixty thoufand Q^en each^ were 
already cloiing round, them. ' The Chriftians^ obr 
^kryitiQ this, would have retreated, but that w^ ini'^ 
po^lct as they were conjpletely furrpupded. 
jMany knights and fquires, who had been uTed 
to arms, now knew the day mull: be lofl : not- 
withftanding whidi they advanced^ following the 
banner of our Lady, that was' borne Ijy that galr 
lant knighc fir John de Vienne. 

The lords of France were fo richly drciftd out, 
in their emblazoned iurcoats, as to look like little 
kings; but, as I was told, when they met the 
Turks, they were not more than feyen hundred, 
wlpich fufficiently (hewed the folly of the meafure ^ 
for, had they waited for the Hungarian army, con* 
lifting of fixty thoufand mcn^ they might, per- 
liaps, have gained a victory, but> to their pride 
ajui pifcfumptii(9Ji> was the whole lofs owing ; and 
it was io great, that never fince the defeat at Ron-< 
<^efvalles, where the twelve peer^ of France were 
ftain, did the French fuffer & confiderably. How- 
<f vcr, before they were overcome, they made great 
^Qaughter of the Turks ; though feveral knights 
<afid fquires faw they were marching to deftru61;ion, 
trough their own folly. 

The French defeated the van battalion, and put 
it to flight, purfuing it into a valley where Ba- 
jazet was pofted with the main army. The French 
wouki have returned, as they were mounted on 
'wu'bcd horfes, but could not^ for they ^ere now 
^lofcd on all fides. The batde, therefore, raged 

with 
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ifffiih fury, and lafted a confidcrablc tifAi, » l^fc^s 
was carried to the king of Hungary, that thd 
French, Englifti and Germans Were enj^ed with 
the Turks, not hiving obeyed his ortlcrs ftnt 
thennr by the rtiirflial. He was very wroth oh 
heariiig it, las indeed he had teafon to be, and 
forefaw they would ill be cut ofif. He faid td 
the grand ttiafter of Rhodes, who vras belide him, 
"^ We Ihall lofe the day, from the vanity of the 
French : if they hid believed me, and waited for 
bur joining, we ihould have had fufficient ftrength 
to cope with the enemy/ 

M he thus fpoke, lOokirt^ behirtd hirti, he ptr^ 
eeived that his tnen were flying panic-ftruck, and 
the Turks 'purfuihg them. He then faw the day 
Was irrecovferibly loft, and thofe near his perfbn 
cried out,' — * Sire, fave yourfelf ! foi*, Ihould you 
be killed or taken, Hungary will be completely 
tulned. We thuft be defeated through French 
pride; and their valour will prove iti vaini for 
evety one of them will be taken or flain j not one 
can poflibly elcape. Fly, therefore, from the dan^ 
ger, before it Be too late/ 

The king of Hungary was in the Utmoft rage 
to be thus defeated through the arrogance of die= 
French, and obliged to fly, if he would avoi 
captivity or death. It was a moft unfortunate da 
for the Hungarians and French ; whoever runs awa; 
from battle is purfued, Jind, a^ the Hungariaa ^ 
fled in the greatcft confuflon, the Turks followed^ j 
killing them or making prifoners at pleafure. Goc^ i 
however, affifted the king of Hungary and tfm. 
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gfahd thafter of Rhodes j for, on dieir ^mvail on 
the banks of the Danube, they found a fmall veffcl 
befonging to the grand matter, into which they 
entered/ with only litre more, and crofled to the 
oppofite ftiore/ Had they delayed, they muft have 
been' killed or taken j'fbr the Turks came to the 
riVd- as they were paffing it, and made a great 
llai^hter of thofc who had followed the king 
thinking to efcape. 

We will retut-n to the French and Germans, 
Who were fighting moft valiantly. The lord de 
Mpntcaurel, a gallant knight from Arcois, feeing 
the defeat inevitable, and wifliing to faVe Jiis fon, 
who was very young, faid toTiis fquire,^ — * Carry off 
my fon t thou mayeft efcape by that wing which is 
optn : fave my fon; and f will abide the event with 
my. companions.* The jrouth, on hearing his fa- 
ther thus fpeak, declared he would not go nor 
leave him. in firch dangers but the father forced 
him away, and the fqtiire brought him fafely to 
the' Danube: the youth, who Was very melan- 
choly at the Fituation of his father. Was Unfortu- 
nately drowned by falling between two barges, 
widibUt a poQibility of being faved. Sir William 
de la Trimouille, and his fon difplayed great feats 
tf. valour before thtfy wer6 (lain. Sir John de 
Vicnhe, who bore the banlier of oUr Lady, in 
"ipite of his deeds of arms, was killed grafping the 
hanner in his hands, and thus was he found after 
Afc battle. The whole of the French force that 
had been engaged at this battle of Nicopoli were 
^defcated'and flaip, by the means I have related. 

The 
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Tbc lord John of Burgundy, count o( Ncvcrsi 
was wondrous richly arrayed, as were die lord Guy 
de la Rivierci and many barohs and knights from 
Burgundy in compliment to him» Two fquirea 
from Picardy, William d'Eu and the borgne de 
Montquel, who had difplayed their courage in 
many former batdes, did the fame at Nicopoli. 
Thefe two fquires, by their vigorous courage, 
twice forced through- the Turkiih army, and re- 
turned to the fight, but were at length (lain. To 
fay the truth, the whole of the French chivalry 
and thofe from other countries acquitted them** 
felves moft gallantly ; and, had they been afiifted 
by th Hungarians with equal courage, the day 
would have turned out difitrencly. But the whole 
of the mifchief was caufed by the French, and 
their prefumption was their ruin* There was a 
knight from Ficardy, called fir James de Helly^ 
who had refidedfome time inTurkey^ and had 
ferved in arms under Amurat, father of the fultan 
Bajazet^ of whom we are now Ipeaking^ and who 
knew a little of the Turkiih language. When he 
faw the day was loft, he thought of faving his 
life ; and as he knew the Saracens to be a covet- 
ous race he furrendered himfelf to them, on their 
granting him his life. ThUs did he efcape, and 
alfo another fquire from the Toum^fis, called 
James *du Fay, who had formerly ferved Tamer- 
lane king of Tartary ; but when he learnt that the 
French were marching to Turkey, he quitted Ta- 
merlane, and joined his countrymen. He was ac: 
this batde, and faved by Tamerlane's men, wh( 
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had been ordered thither in compliance with the 
requcft made to him for afTiftance by Bajazet. 
Tatneriane had fent him a confidcrable body of 
men, as Sacaren and Pagan kings always do to the 
aid of each other. 



THE TURKS, AFTER THE BATTLE OF NICOPOLI 
PUT TO DEATH ALL THEIR PRISONERS, EXCEPT 
THE COUNT DE NEVERS AND SOME OTHER 
CHEAT LORDS. 

A T this battle of Nicopoli, which was fo fatal 
* to the French, very many were faved, from 
the extreme richnefs of their armour : they were 
drefled like kings; and the Saracens and Turks, 
^o are avaricious, thought, by faving their 
llresj they fliould gain large ranfoms; for they 
beUcved them much greater lords, from their ap- 
pearance, than they really were. 

The count de Nevers was made prifoner, as 
were the counts d'Eu and de la Marchc, the lord 
de Coucy, the lord Henry de Bar, fir Guy de la 
Trimouille, Boucicaut and others. The lord 
philip de Bar, fir John dc Vienne, fir William de 
la Trimouille and his fon were killed. This 
battle lafted for three hours j and the king of Hun- 
gary 
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gary loft his whole baggage, hU gold and (Uver 
pkie, jewels, and every thing elfc. He had 
efcaped by fortun^ly finding a veflcl from Rhodes 
on the Danube, that had brought provifionsji in 
which he had croffcd the river with fix others: 
had he not done fo, he muft have been (lain or 
taken. There were more killed in the purfuk 
than in the batde, and niimbers were drowned. 
Happy was he who could efcape from fuch danger 
by any means. 

When the bufincfs was over, and the Turks, 
Ferfians. and others fent thither by diffcren^^ infidel 
king9, had redred to their lodgings, (tlut is to 
iky, to the tents and pavilions they had conquered 
from the Chriftians, in which they found wines, 
meats and every other neceflary) they enjoyed 
themfelxes, and made merry, -like ^en who have 
gained a vjftory oyer their enemies. 

9aj^f t difmounted, at the found oi* many 
ipinftrdsj, according to their cuftoqi, ^t the prin- 
cipal tent that had belonged to the king of Hun- 
gvyj which was very large, and richly adorned. 
Baja;set took pleafure in viewing it, and glorified 
himfelf internally for the viftory he had obtained 
over the Chriftians, and thanked his God for it, 
according to the manner of their religion. Whcji 
he was difarmedi to cool and refreih himlelf^ he 
lat on a filken carpet in the middle of the tent, and 
fent for his principal friends, to chat and jol^e with 
them. He began the converfadon, by faying he 
would now march a great force into I^pngary^ tP 
conquer that country and the reft of Chriftendom, 

which 
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wliich he would put under his obedience, but that 
each kingdom might follow its own religidn .and 
kws, owning him for their lord: that he would 
reign like Alexander of Maccdon, who for twelve 
years governed the whole world, as he was de- 
fpended frorn his blood. 

All ailented to what Bajazet faid, and agreed to 
his . propofal. He gave out three orders ; the 
firft, that every one who had made prifoners ihould 
produce them before him the next day -, the fe-i 
cond, that the dead fhouid be carefully examined, 
and the nobles apd great lords be fet apart, and 
left untouched until he had feen them 5 the thirds ^ 

that exadt inquiries fhould be made among the' (latn 
and priibners after the king of Hungary, that he 
mig^ know whether he was dead or alive. Thefe 
orders were fulfilled, for none dared diibbey 
them. 

When Bajazet had refrefhed himfelf, and chaog-r 

€d his drefs, he refolved to vifit the dead on the , 

field of bJttdc J for he had been told the viftory 

Had coil him dear, and that he had Ipfl great num* 

l>crs of men. He was much furprifed to hear 

thxsy and would not believe it. He mounted his 

Horfe, attended by his vizier, nobles and bafhaws -s 

loine iaid his principal officers were his brothers, ' 

^^vriiom he would not acknowledge as fuch, der 

blaring he had no brothers. On his coming to 

tiie field of batde, he found what had been told 

Him was true ; for where one Chriftian lay dead 

there were thirty of their enemies. The fight 

Wycd him muthj and he faid sUoud,-r^ This h^3 

been 
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been a cruel batde fixr oor ptopk : the Chriftiant 
have defended diemfelves defpcrately ; but I ^riU 
have this flai^hter well revenged on thcA who are 
prifbners/ 

He now kit the field and returned to his tent^ 
comforting himfelf for the lofs he had fufiered by 
the vidory and defeat of the Chriftians i- but> not* 
withftanding this, he paflcd the night in great fury« 
On the morrow^ before he was rilen or had (hewn 
himfelf, great numbers came before his tent, to 
learn his will refpeiS^g die prifoners ; for it had 
been nunourcd that he intended having tl^m aU 
put to death without mercy. Bajazet, however^ 
in fpite of his rage againft the Chriftians, had given 
oiders that aU die principal lords who had been 
made prifbners fhould be foparated finom the othen, 
for he iiad' been txM they would pay him large 
ranfoms, and on that account he was inclined to 
fpare diem. He had alfo leamt that many of the 
Tartars, Arabs, Bedouins and Syrians, had made 
prifbners, from whom they ezpe&ed to gain large 
fortunes, as indeed they did, by concealing their 
prifbners from Bajazet. Sir James de Helly, 
whom I mendoned before, was, luckily for hiiD» 
biou^t this Tuefiiay morning before the tent of 
die fultan, with many other prifbners, fbi| he who 
had taken him was afiaid of keeping him lud. As 
they were waiting the coming of Bayazei^ fome of 
the ^knights of his houfehc^ ftanding round the 
tent, recoUefted fir James, and delivered him from 
the hands of thofe vdio had taken him. He re- 
mained with die attemlanis of die fidtan^ who had 

been 
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been formerly acquainted with him ; and fortunate 
it was for him, as you will hear related, for to the 
greater part of the Chriftjans^ it W4S a 4ifaftrow 
day. 

Before Bajazet appeared, inquiries had been 
made who were the greateft lords among the pri- 
ibners, and his interpreters had. been very ftrift in 
their exammations, putting fqch afide not to be 
killed. The firft was John of Burgundy com- 
mander in chief, -then the count d*Eu, the count 
dc la Marche, the lord de Coucy, lord Henry de 
Bar, fir Guy de la Trimouille, and two more, 
amounting in all to eight. Bajazet would fee and 
talk with them. He eyed them long in filence, 
and thefe lords were conjured on their faith to 
avow if they were the perfons who had been fo 
named* He alfo refolved to fend for fir Jame3 
dc Hdly, that he might afflire him of the truths 
On his coming, he was remembered by the fultan, 
whom he bad ferved, and was now perfeftly-fc-r 
cure from danger. He was afked if he knew thofe 
f'^rcnch Jords who were prifoners at the bottom, of 
the tent, ^ I cannot fay/ he replied j * but if 
I law their faces, I Ihould know them all.' He 
.was.^then ordered to go near and examine them, 
JUkJ report truly their names to the fultan, for 
that his determination would be according to what 
he Ihould fay# He went near the prifoner§, and, 
bowing to them, knew them all He fold them 
hi&fprtunate efcape, and that he had been fent by 
the Mtm to fee if they were the perfons anfwers^ 
ing to thf names they bad given themfelvcs. 
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* Ah, fir James/ feSd ihcy, ' fbu are Well ac- 
quainted with us all : you fee llow fomine has 
turned againft us, and what great danger Iwe alt m 
when we. depend on the mercy of this fultan. If 
it may any how fave our lives, tell him we are of 
even greater rank than we have faid, and able to 
pay him large fums for our ranfoms/ ^ My 
lords,' rej^ied fir James, ^ this I will inoft cheer- 
fully do, for it is my duty.' 

The knight then returned to Bajazet, and faid, 
^•thofe lords who are prifoners, and with whom 
he had been talking, are of the nobleft blood in 
France, nearly related to the king, and willing to 
pay for their liberty a great fum of money.* This 
anfwer was very agreeable to the fultan, who 
would not liften to more, but faid, ^ Let thofe 
alone be fpared, and all the other 'prifoAers put to 
death, to free the country from thefn, and that 
others may take example from their fate/ 

The fultan now made his appearance to his 
people before the tent, who, bowing down, made 
him their obeifance. The army was drawn op in 
two wings on each fide ; the fultan with his ho*- 
bles, the count de Nevers and thdfe who Weil: 
to be fpared, were in the center ; for he would 
they (hould wimels the execiidon of their com- 
panions, which the Saracens were eager tb per- 
form. Many excellent knights and Iquii^s dfl 
France and other nations, who had been taken! 
battle or in the purfuit, were now bfotfght fbrth i 
their ftiirts, one after another, before Bkja2et 
who eyeing them a little, they Were I^bdoni and 



Int m^de a fignal^ were inftandy cut to jMeces 
|i?y chofc waiting for them with drawn (words. 
$u^h was the cruel juitice of Bajazet this d^y, 
"^hen upwards of three hundred gentlemen of 
^lifiercnt nations were thus pitilefsly murdieri^. 
3Ec was 't^ cruel cafe for them to fuSer for the lpy;e 
'oFour Saviour Jesus Christ^ and may he receiy^: 
. ^heir fouls ! 

Among the murdered of diat day was the gal- 
^tftt kpight fir Henry d' Antoing : m^y God &^y^ 
'ignurious mercy to his foul ! 'Jht lord Bouci- 
<^iit^ mar(hal of France^ ^was led naked^ like the 
4c:^hcfS3 before Bajazet, and would have fqfiered 
^e fame cruel death, had not the coynt de Neycirs 
-left his companions, who were mo^ionXefs at thjC 
€ad fight, and flung himfelf on his l^nees to the 
^ultan^ entreating him to ipare the lord Bo.uci- 
oaut, who was much beloved by the king q£ 
- France, and well able to pay a confiderable ra^*- 
^m ; and the count made figns, as paying from 
<iiie haod to the other, diat he woujd give a largp 
dim of money^ to foft€;n the |nger of the fi^- 
^zsixu Bajazec confe^ted to the requeft of thp 
-crount de Neversj and phe lord Boucicaut was 
put a£ide ^.ith thofe who were not to l^e kille4; 
'Others were b;-pughf for\pard, until the numbcf 
2 haye meori^ned was completed^ fuch was ^e 
<rTuel revenge the infidels had on the Chrif- 

It iee^s, according to what I Jieard^ that Baja«> 
jasict : took ^^ight that the vi£tory he had gained 
ovieCij^c Chriftians, and the captpre of the count 
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dc Nevert, (holild be known in Franccj tod caN 
ricd thither by a French knight. T^hree knightSj 
of whom fir James de Helly Was one, were 
brought before Bajazet and the count de NeverS,' 
who was aflced which of the three he wiflied fhould 
go to the king qf France and to his father the duke 
of Burgundy. Sir James de Helly had the good 
fortune to be made choice of, becaufe the couiit 
dc Nevers was before acquainted with him : he 
therefore faid to the fultan, — ^ Sir, I wifti that 4k 
perfon may go to France from you and from me;' 
This was accepted by Bajazet, and fir James de 
Helly remained with him and the other French 
lords ; but the two unfuccefsful knights were de- 
livered over to the foldiery, who maflacred them 
without pity. 

After all thefe things were done> every thing 
was quiet. Bajazet, having learnt that the king 
of Hungary was efcapcd, refolved to march more 
into the interior of Turkey towards the city of 
Burfa, whither he would carry his prifoners, for 
he had done enough this campaign. He therefore 
dilbanded his army, more cfpecially that part o 
it which had come from diftant countries. Thus 
was it done, and the army btokc up, which had:^ 
been compofcd of men from Tartary, Perfia, Me — 
dia, Syria, Alexandria and Egypt, and from o^hec* 
diftant countries of infidels. 

Bajazet gave particular orders to fir James dc 
Helly, thatwhdh'he went to France, he (hould 
take his road through Lombardy, and falute from 
him the duke of Milan ; and it was the fukan'^ 

intcndofl 
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intention that fir James Ihould publilh wherever 
hic paiTed the great viftory he had gained over the 
OJiriftians. The count de Nevcrs wrote by him, 
as well for himfelf £is for his fellow-prifoners, to 
tHe king of France, and to the duke and duchefs 
of Burgundy. On receiving thefe letters and other 
verbal meflages, the knight departed from the 
Qjltan and the lords' of France ; but, before he fet 
out, Bajazet made him promife, on oath, that as 
fbon as he ihould have performed the journey, 
and delivered all he had been charged with to the 
Icing of France and the other lords, he would re- 
turn, which the luught fwore he would do, and 
kept his oath. 

We will now leave Bajazet, and the French 

lords who remained prifoners during his pleafure, 

and fpeak of other things. 
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CHAP. XLIIi. 

THE FRENCH AND OTHERS WHO HAD BtEK IK 
TURKEY SUFFER GREAT HARDSHIPS ON THEIR 
BETURN HOME^ AFTER HAVING ESCAPED FROM 

THE BATTLE OF NICOPOLI. SIR JAMES Bl 

HELLY BRINGS CERTAIN INTELLIGENCE OF. 
THIS DEFEAT TO THE KING OF FRANCE. 

A FTER this mcmorabk viftory which th^ 
•*^ Turks and their allies gained over the Chrif* 
tians, as hi^ ibeen related in thjis Hiftory^ iuch 
knights as could efcape faved themfelves. On the 
Monday morrting, the day of the battle, more 
than three hundred knights and fquires, being but' 
foraging, were not prefent at it. When they heard 
from the runaways that a defeat was inevitable, 
they gave over all thoughts of returning to their 
camp, but took different roads to make their ef- 
cape from Turkey as fpeedily as they could. 
French, Germans, and others, made for a coun- 
try adjoining to Hungary, called Wallachia, which 
is well inhabited, and had been conquered from the 
Turks, and turned by force to the Chriftian hxth. 
The guards of the paffes and caftles in Wal- 
lachia, allowed the Chriftians who came from 
Turkey free entrance, and gave them lodging; 
but, on the morrow, when they were about to 
depart, they took from the knights their armour 
and $ii they hadj and g^ve. them in return a mi- 

ferablc 
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fcrable jacket, and fomc lictlc money, juft cnauoU 
to bear the day's expenfes. This favour was only 
Ihewn lo gcnderncii ; for chofe who were not of 
thac rank were dripped naked, and fcourged vil- 
la! noufly with rods. The French and their com-r ' 
panions fuffered mod exceedingly in proverty and. 
diftrcfs, during their pafioge through Wallachia 
and Hungary ; and with difficulty could they meet 
with any, who, for the love of God, would give a 
niorfcl of bread, or lodge them for the night. 

They endured this mifery until they c^me tp 
Vienna in Auftria, where they were kindly re- 
ceived by the good people, who clothed fuch as 
Were ijaked, and Ihared with them their food. 
Xhey were treated with the fame kindnefs in Bo-, 
hernia: had they found the Germans as hard-,' 
hearted as the Hungarians, they would never 
have been able to have returned home, but mpft 
have periflied with cold and hunger on the road. 

Thus, wherever they came, whether alone or in, 
companies, they brought moft melancholy news,, 
'*'hich excited pity for them in every bre^il that 
heard their fad tale. 

Thofe of the French nation, who had fled from 
r ijrkey, arrived at laft at Paris, and cold the me- 
»3jicholy event of the battle at NicopoH; but they 
vwere not believed nor liftened to : the PariGans 
f^id it was a pity that fuch ral'cally liars were not 
•^^nged or drowned, for daily (preading abroad fo 
*^*»any falfehoods. This news was, however, con-, 
ftrmed by others who arrived after them, and told 
■^c lame tale, fome one way, and others difie-j 
X4 
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rently, but all agreeing as to tJic Complete ovef- 
throw of the Hungarians and their allies. 

The king of France was very much vexed on 
hearing luch melancholy news talked of, for diere 
were too many of his relations implicated in die 
lots, bcfiiies other excellent knights and fquircs of 
France. He therefore forbade any thing to be laid 
en the nibject* until he fliould receive more pofi- 
ifve Lifcrrnartoa, to confirm the truth or falfehood 
oc' chcte reports ; azxi rfiofc who had divulged fuch 
rcws« fay^g they were come from Turkey and 
Ifcngary^ were irrtfted. and confined in the ChA- 
5dec oiT Piris. They ccnfifted of great numbers^ 
tfxi wcce roii. Air rf what thev had faid fliould be 
vwni ^iije. orien? bak been given for all of them 
-^ ^e ^"wr^^i ; S>r de king was very wroth they 
i&oc&i >ii^fxr rccfifhed tuch difaftrous news« 

I: hapceroi Aar> on Chrtftmas -day about noon, 
I* J iir*e^ vJe Heiiy arrived in P^ris, and the mo- 
!r*e'*c V N^ sStinounccd at his inn, he inqnired 
wSrre Ae k.lng was. They told him at the hotel 
ce >a:rt FVu on the banks of the Seine, whither 
V wv: 'c r>.cre was wich the king dus day, as is. 
: -Va^. or * ^cS tclecrn tcfti^-als, the duke of Or- 
tvi*5. :^c K^^kw Of" Bmry, Burgundy, and Bour- 
S^n. :>c vvi ."t Ar S^-nc Pfc*L and many of the no- 
b»^tv < >i,ve!? ,i|f H--y er^rred the hotel ia 
t^c u -v .'-r^ V ^ad rviicl-t, bccced amd fpurred, 
to :*u: *^r wx< -oc :< vwtt ; frr he had, for a long 
t»:rc. Sre-. VcV •^ icvecrjces in foreign parts, in 

^^^7T ^^ ^'''^ "^^^ -^ relidons and friends. 
•t &ir tjpttchcs be gcc ac hii CO the king's apart- 
ment. 



313 

meht^ and rflade himfclf known, faying he was 
come immediately, from Bajazet and Turkey^ - 
ahd that he had be?n prefent at the battle of- 
Nicopoli where the Chriftians had loft the day; 
and that he had brought certain intelligence from 
the count de Nevers, and from the other French * 
lords with whom he had marched through Hon- 
g^ary. The knights of the king's chamber were 
plekfed to hear this ; for they knew the king, the 
diike of Burgundy, and many lords, were very 
anxious to learn true intelligence from thofc doun-* • 
tries. They therefore made way for him to ap* ■ 
preach the king: when near, he fell on his knees, 
33* Wias right, and told all he had been charged with, ' 
a.s well by Bajazet, as by the count de Ne vers and ' 
rfic French lords his fellow-prifoners. The king 
suAd lords liftened attentively to all he faid, for 
tJiey believed he was fpeaking the truth. Many 
c^^iieftions were afked, in order to hear a more de-' 
bailed account, to all of which he anfwered very 
^pertinently, and to the fatisfaftion of the king, 
'^vho was greatly affefted at the lofs the king of 
Hungary and his chivalry had fufFered. He was 
IbmcWhat comforted that the king of Hungary had 
cfcapcd death and prifon j for he fuppofcd that he 
would renew the war againft Turkey with vigour, 
and have ample revenge on Bajazet. 

The king of France and his lords were rejoiced 
that the count de Nevers and his few companions 
were free from danger of being murdered ; and, 
as they were now prifoners, the lords debated on 

the 
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the means of paying their raofom. Sir James dc 
Helly faid diac he hoped Bajazet would, wichia 
a year or two, fell them their liberty, for he was 
very avaricious. This he perlbnally knew, hav- 
ing reiided a long time in Turkey^ and &tr 
three years fer ved Amurat, father to the prefcnt 
fultao. 

The king made the knight rife^ and treated 
him kindly, as did the lords prefent* They fiudi 
he had been very fortunate to have had a friend 
in &} great a monarch as this infidel Bajazet, after 
fucb a fevere batde, and to be (cut by him with 
his meilage to the kiqg of France. He and hi^ 
family ought to pride themielvcs on fuch gpod 
fortune. The }dng ordered 3II who had been con« 
fined in the Chatelet^ for having firftipread abroad 
this intelligence^ tp be fet at liberty. Tbey were 
happy to hear this, for many of the^ had repqnj(ed 
they had talked &) xBUch« 
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CHAP. XLIV. 

SIR JAMES DB HELLV, HAVING EECEIVED UtS 
filSPATCHES FROM THE KING OF FRANCE, 
ARRIVIS IN HUNGARY, IN HIS WAY TO 

TURKEY. THE KING SENDS SIR JOHN DE 

CHASTELMORANT, WITH PRESENTS TO BA- 
JAZIT, AND HIS RECOMMENDATIONS IM FA- 
VOUR OF THE FRENCH PRISONERS. THE 

MANNER IN WHICH THEY ARI TREATED. 

V|f7HEN the intelligence fir James dc Hcfiy 
' ' had brought was made public, all who had 
loft hulband, brother, father or child, where in 
the utmoft confternalion, as may eafily be fup- 
pofed. The high nobility of France, fuch as the 
duchefs of Burgundy and the lady Margaret of 
Hainault, were greatly afflifted on account of their 
fon and hufband the count de Nevcrs, for he 
was much beloved by them. The countefs of 
Eu lamented her lord the conftabk, as did the 
countefs de la Marche : the ladies of Coucy, of 
Bar, and Sully, in like manner bewailed the me- 
lancholy fituation of their lords. They were for- 
tunate in having only their lords' captivity to la- 
ment, and were fomewhat comforted thereatj but 
the relations and friends of thofe who had been 
maflacrcd were inconfolable, ind the grief of France 
iafted a long time. 
The duke of Burgundy treated moft kindly fir 
Jamci 
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James dc Hclly for having brought him intelli- 
gence of his fon : he made him many rich gifts, 
and retained him for one of his knights^ with a 
^ penfion of t^^ hundred livres a-year during his 
life. The king of France alfo> and the lords of 
the court^ gave him handfome prefents. He in« 
formed them he was bound to return to Bajazct, 
after he (hould have delivered his letters^ asdic 
fultan*s prifoner; for he was fent folely with a view 
to publifli Bajazet's vtAory, and to fay what lords 
had periihed or been made prifoners at the batde 
of Nicopoli. This feeqied reafonable^ and >the 
king, the duke of Burgundy, and fuch lords as 
were at Paris^ prepared to write to their friendr 
and relations who were prifoners. 

It was determined in council, that the king 
fhould fend fome knight of renown^ prudence 
and valour to Bajazet, who, having delivered his 
mefTage was to return with more detailed ac- 
counts of the ftate of the prifoners, . in -afc fir 
James de Hclly were not permitted fb to do by 
the fultan, whofe prifoner he was. Sir John dc 
Chateaumorant was feleded for this embafly^ ,asr 
being every way qualified for it. 

Sir James de Helly was afked what jewels or 
prefents would be mod acceptable to the fultan, 
that the count de Nevers and the other prifoners 
might fare the better. The knight faid, that Ba« 
jazet took great pleafure in viewing fine tapcftry,. 
from Arras or Picardy^ which reprefented ancient 
hillories : he was alfo fond of gerfalcons ; but he 
thought that fine linen, from Rhicms, aodr^ fcaidet 

cloths. 
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cksidii^ ^oiild be moll acceptable to the fultan 
and his lords. There was plenty o^ cloths of gold 
and filks in Turkey, with which they were amply 
provided, and confcquendy would like things they 
coiuld not get at home. The king and the duke of 
Burgundy, therefore, refolvcd what to fend, for 
they were anxious to pleafe Bajazet on account of 
the count of' Nevcrs. 

Sir James dc Helly remained at Paris, witlvthc 
king and the lords, about twelve days, and was well 
liftened to by all ; for he entertained them with his 
adventures in Hungary and Turkey, and with de- 
fcriptions of the manners of Bajazet. Oh his de- 
parture, he was told, — ' Sir James, you may now 
fct out on your return to the fultan, at your lei- 
sure. We fuppofe you will go through Lom- 
bardy, to the duke of Milan ; for he and Bajazet 
Ifc great friends, although they have never fcen 
each other : but, whatever road you take, we en- 
treat and ordpr you to wait in Hungary for fir John 
dc Chateaumorant, who will be fent by the king 
with prefents to the fultan, as it is our intent that 
te purfuc his journey from Hungary in your com- 
pany to Turkey, or until you (hall meet the fultan, 
<lm he may behave the more kindly to the count 
de Nevers and his fcllow-prifoncrs, who are now in 
,hb power/ 

• Sir James promifed obedience, and, having re- 
ceived his difpatches, took leave of the king, the 
duke of Burgundy, aiKl the other lords, and left 
Parisi following the fame road by which he had 
cctoe; ^ He ;Continucd his journey, firmly refolvcd 

never 
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never to return «to France until he hacl obtiiuied 
his liberty. After his departure the duke of Bur- 
gundy was conftantly employed in preparing the 
prefents for the fultan; and^ by the dme they 
were provided^ fir John de Chateaumorant was 
ready to fet out^ for he had begun his prepamtiaas 
for the journey on his being firft nominated to go 
thither. They made great hafte to have the pre^ 
ferns from the king to Bajazet in time for fir John 
de Chateaumorant to overtake fir James de Helly. 
Thcfc prefents confided of pieces of the beft* 
worked tapeftry from Arras, reprefentbg the hif- 
tory of Alexander the Great and his conquefts> 
which was a delightful fight for all men of ho- 
nour, the fineft linens from Rhetms, and fcarkt 
juid crimfon cloths, whkh were packed on fix 
fumpter-horfes. 

AU diefe diings were eafily to be had ^r ny^ 
ney ; but there was great difficulty in procuiii^ 
white gerfalcons. At laft, however, they wece 
got, either in Paris. or from Germany; and fif 
John de Chateaumorant, having received his fiiial 
inftruftibns, left Paris, and began his journey it 
teen days iftcr fir James de HcUy. 

In the interval during which theic knights were 
on their journey, the king of Hungary raciiraed 
to his kingdom. On his arrival being knowQj his 
fubjefts were gready rejoiced, and flocked 'to him, 
for he was much beloved. They comforted htm 
by faying, diat if in this campaign he had been 
unfortunate, in another he would be morp fyor 



V ' 



81$ 

• ... ... 

refiFuK The kirg bore his misfortunes as well as 
■lie could. 

Immcdiateljr after the battle, Bajazet diflbanded 
Iris army and marched to the city of Burfe, carry- 
ing with him his prifoners. They were put under 
fttift confinement, and very litde comfort allowed 
them. They fuflfered much from the change of 
diet, as they had always been accuftomcd to hare 
their own 'cooks, and their tables fcrved with cvrey 
delicacy $ but of all Ais they were deprived, ttid 
forced to live on coarfe meat, and that badly, or 
not thoroughly drcffed. They had plenty of 
Ipices, and milllct bread, which is difagreeable to 
a French palate. They had great difficulty irt pro- 
curing wine : although they were great princes, 
there was not any attention paid them^ for the 
Turks were indifferent whether they were fick or 
in heakh ; and if the advice of feveral had been 
adopted, they would all have been put. to death. 

Thefe lords of France comforted each other, 
'iMid thankfully received whatever was given them, 
for they <:oud no way* better themfelves. At the 
-beginning of their captivity, feverd of Aem were 
Very unwell: the count de Nevers bore his mis- 
ifortune the beft, and kept up Ms fpirits to comfort 
ihc others* He was aflifted in this by the lord 
Boucicaut, the count de la Marche and lord Henry 
ide Bar, who faid, that the honours and glories of 
arms ^could not be gained without meeting with un- 
fortunate reveries ; and that no man, however va- 
liant or lucky, or accuftomed to war, had every 
thii^ according to his wifii ; and that they ought 

to 
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to thank God for having had their lives faved from 
the furious rage of Bajazet and his followers^ for it 
had been determined by the army to put every one 
to death. Boucicaut faidj — ^ I ought to be more 
thankful than any one to God for my life being 
fpared, for I was brought out to be maflacred as my 
companions had been, and (hould have loft my head> 
had not my lord of Nevers caft himfelf on his 
knees to Bajazet^ who, at his requeft, granted 
me his pardon, I hold this a moft fortunate ef- 
cape ; and fince it was the good pleafure of our 
lord that I fhould live, I have no doubt but that 
God, who has delivered us from this peril, will 
continue his mercy to us, for we are his foldiers; 
and that we iliall foon obtain our liberty, for we 
are now fuffering in his caufe. Befide fir James 
de Helly is on his road to France, who will relate 
to the king and barons our diftrefs y and I expef^ 
within the year, we fhall receive comfort and our 
liberty. Things will not remain long as they are. 
There is much good fenfe in the king and the duke 
of Burgundy, who will never forget us ; and, by 
fome means or other, we fliall receive fufiicient 
fum's for our ranfomst' 

Thus the gallant knight, the lord Boucicaut, 
comforted 4)imfelf, and bore his captivity with pati- 
ence, as did likcwife the young count de Nevers j but 
the lord de Coucy was forely afflifted, which is not 
to be wondered at» Before this event, he had been 
a lord of fuch high fpirit as nothing could caft 
lown : this captivity in Turkey, however, preyed 
n his minci more than it did on the fpirits of 
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ft^stncrs> and he became quite mefincnoiy.' ^ne 
complained of great oppreffion at his heart, an4 
faid he (hoiild never return to France ; that he had 
cicaped many perils and dangerous adventures, but 
this would be his laft. The lord Henry de Bar 
Confoled him, and blamed him for being fo difcon* 
ibiatc without caufe ; and told him it was folly to 
be thus caft down, when he ouglit to find more fa- 
tisfaftion in his own mind than any other. Not- 
Wiriiftanding the advice he was giving, he !'.im(clf 
feverely felt his own fituation, and bitterly regretted 
his wife. The count d'Eu, conftabic of France, 
Tu&red from fimilar regrct-s. Sir Guy dc la Tri- 
mouinc and the count de la Marche kept up their 
Ipirics very tolerably. Bajazet was defirous they 
Jliould have fome amufemcnts in their captivity, 
itnd at times viTited and converfed with Acm moft 
gracioufly: he was likcwife anxious they fhould 
•witnefs his ftate and power. 

We will now leave them, and return to fir James 
<3e Hcliy and fir John de Chatcaumorant, who wer* 
t»oth journfying towards Hungary. 
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SIR JAMES DZ HELLYi ^^ HIS RETUHIf TO Tvi^ 

. K£r> OBTAINS HIS LIBERTY, AND CAKRIES A 

, PASSPORT FROM THE SULTAN TO SIR JOHN DB 

. CHASTELMORANT W HUNGARY*— SIR JOHN 

DE CHASTELMORANT IS FORCED TO SEND A 

MESSENGER TO THE KING OF FRANCE, TO IN- 

|rORM HIM THAT THE KINO OF HUNGARY WILL 

NOT ALLOW THE PRESENTS TO BE CARRllED TO 

THE SULTAN. ^ 

QlR James dc Helly waited- about ten or twelve 
M days atljudaj in Hungary, for fir John de Cha- 
ceaiiporant, w]io was continuing his road as expe- 
^idoufly as he could. . Sir James was rejoiced ott 
his arrival ; for he was impatient to return to Tur- 
key to acquit himfelf, of his promife^ and to fee 
and bring comfort to the count de Nevers and the 
other French lords who were prijfoners* , 

The king of Hungary made fir John de Cha-^ 
teaumorant a kind welcome, in compliment to the 
king of France and his royal coiifins. He learnt 
from his people that the knight \^as carrying mag- 
niftcent prefents, and rich jewels, to the fultan : 
this vexed him gready, but he prudendy diflcm- 
bled any knowledge of it until fir James dc Helly 
ihould have fet out for Turkey. He declared, 
however^ to his confidential friends, that that re- 
creant dog, Bajazet, ihould never receive any pre- 



ichCs from France or clfewhcrc, if "he had' the- 
power to prevent it. When fir James had re-' 
ft^fhed himfelf fome time at Buda^ he took leave 
of the king ^and of Chdteaumorant, to continue 
His journey to Turkey^ that he might obtain from 
the fultan a paflpoft for fir John to purfue his road 
to him. When fir James mentioned it, the king 
of Hungary replied he would do w^U. On this 
the knight, having procured guides, was condufted* 
\^ them through Hungary and Wallachia to Burfa> 
but did not find there Bajazet, who was gone to 
another town in Turkey called Poly*. Wherever 
he went he carried the prifoners with him, except- 
ing the lord de Coucy, who was left at Burfa, un^ 
able to ride from fickhcfs; There tarried with him 
his coufin, a valiant baron from Greece, and a de- 
fCendant of the dukes of Auftria, called the lord 
de Mathelin/ 

Sir James de Helly continued his journey to 
Poly, where he' met Bajazet, who was glad to 
fte him return froni Finance, and keep his word. 
Sir James humbled himfelf much before him, and 
fdd, ^ Moft dear and redoubted lord, here is your 
prifbner, who has delivered, to the beft of his 
abilities, the meffage you have charged him with/ 
Bajazet replied, * Thou art welcome, for thou haft . 
loyally acquitted thyfelf ; and, in confideration of 
it,* I now give thee thy liberty.' 

Sir James thanked him refpcftfully for this fa- 
vour, and told him that the king of France, and 
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'^d!M<ktm^iittdf^ father ta tlft ebuht (fe Ne^ 
vers fM prUocier, h^ fent htm an honoiirabi^ 

knight wi& dPedeadi^ letters as^ ambafTadory aod 

liicewife with fuch grand prefi^hts as he was fuie 

woiUd ^ve him delighc. The fultaa aflied if ht 

had feen theih^ He replied, ^ I have tiot) bit 

the knight chargedwitkthe conmiinon has broiqj^ 

theto as far as Hvu^aryj and is now at Buda wai&- 

iiig mj return^ with pafipolrts for him to continut 

his journey : I came ttt announcethis news to yt^ 

and to folicit pafTports, if it hk agreeable to you t6 

receive him/ *We are very willing he (bould 

havt paflports, and you may have theiH made out 

in any form you choofc/ 

The knight thanked him for his gr^icious. an** 
fwer, when the fnltan left him to attend to other 
affairs. About an hoiir afterwards^ &r James re* 
quefted the fult&'s permiffion to vifit and conyeric 
wi^ the French priibhers,. as he had mtich: to &f . 
to them from their friends ahd reBations. fiajazer 
was fome time filent before he ganre him aaaa-. 
fwer, when he fakl,. ^ Thou (halt fire one of thcm^ 
but not more/ He then made % fign to his at- 
tendants for the count de Nevers to be brought to 
converfe with fir James for a ihort ipacib, andtheiii 
to be carried back to his prifon. 

The order was inftaiidy 6b6yed | aad the count 
dc Nc vers faw fir James dc Helly with grtat Joyv 
lie made many inquh'ies after tht king c^ l^Trancci. 
the duke and duchefs of Burgiind]^ and w4uit was 
pafling in that country. The knight related to 
him every thing he had fccn ojr heard^ and deli- 
vered 



vexed him all die ^elTages h? hail bceo chuFgej 
yich; but they were greatly interrupted by (hf 
ofHcers of the fultaa, who prcfTed them cq Bnilb 
their converfacion, as they ha4 oUier bi^incfs t^ 
attend to. 

Sir James aflted the count if all die other French 
lords were in good hcjth. He replied, — * A^ 
except the lord de Coucy, who has rctnained Gck 
StBurfaj and this favour, I underftand, has bc^fl 
granted through the credit of the lord de Maihp- , 
lin, who has pledged himfclf for him, and i) 
much eftecmed by the fultan.' Sir James ihcq 
told him that the king and the duke q( Burgundjr 
had fent fir John Chateaumorant as ambaflador to 
^aja^et, with moll n^agniBcent prefents to fofceq 
the fultan's anger ; but that fir John had ftoppe^ 
at Buda in Hungary until he fhould recum with a { 
paflport for him 9nd his attendant; 4 that t^ 
fultan had promifed the palfport, with which t^ j 
intended returning to Buda in a very few days. 

The count de Ncvers was exceedingly rcjoicwJ ] 
on hearing this; but he dared not give way to h^ j 
fcclings, for the Turks were obferying them. The j 
lafl: words the count faid to him were, — ' S'vf 
James, I undcrftand that Bajazet has given ypn I 
your liberty^ and that you may return to Fran^ 
when you pleafe. On your arrival there, tell my 
lord and father from me, that if he have any in^'i 
tention to ranfom me and my companions he muf| i 
not delay to negotiate through the means of Vet 
nctian or Genoefe merchants, and clofc with thf * 
f^ft olfer the fulfaa, or his fDuiiOe^ fpt.l>fiPi nuf 
Y 3 inak«i 
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JnaBcc; for we are loft forever, if it be longer 
ftcglcdied. But I undcrftand that the fultan is; 
very loyal arid courteous in his charafter, when 
applied .to properly.* 

Thus ended their interview, and the count dc 
Nevers was conducted back to prifon. Sir James 
de Helly haftened the paflport which had been 
promifcd him. When it had been drawn out in 
the ufual form, and fealed by Bajazct, it was de- 
livered to the knight. Who took leave of the fultan 
and his court, and fet off on his return to Buda. 
He inftandy waited on fir John de Chateaumorant, 
who was ' impatiendy expefting him, and faid, — • 
f- 1 bring- you a paflport for yourfelf and your 
attendants; to go and return in fafety fixxn 
Turkey, which the fultan readily granted me/ 
' * That is well done,* replied fir John : * let us 
go to the king of Hungary, and tell him the news. 
To-morrow morning, I will begin my journey, 
for I have ftaid here long enough, • 
• They went to the king's chamber, and related 
eo hin) all you have juft heard. The king replied, 
•*-* Chatjcaumorant and Helly, I am glad to fee 
you both, as well on your own account as for the 
iifitMStton I bear to the king and my coufins oif 
France, and I (hall at all times be happy to (ervc 
you. You may travel through any part of my 
kingdom, unmolefted, or even into Turkey, if it 
be your j^eafiirc j but with regard to your carry* 
htg any rich prefencs or jcwek to the fultan, which' 
yoii, Chateaumorant, arc charged with fit>m 
ICrancc, I will never confent that they pafs diroi^h 

my 



my kingdom, to be ofFcrcd to the infidel Baj^et^ 
for he ihall never be enriched by them. .1 (hould 
]be extremely bUmed and laughed at^ if in future 
times he be enabled to bp^ft^ th|it to gain his love^ 
and from fear, bccaufe he ha^ gained a yiftory over 
me, and detains ff^me great barons of Fr^cc pri- 
foners,: the. kipg of France and hi? princes, have 
fent him rich p.refeijts. In refpeft to. the gerfal- 
cons, I am indiferent whether he have them or 
not; for birds fly any- where, and ^re as foon lojl]^ 

• 

as given ; but with refpeft to fine tapeftry, which 
would remain ^ ^ proof of his bpaftings , b^ing 
true, I will not; cpnfcnt that he enjoy thi? pjeafure 
pf . poflefling it. Therefore Chate^iporantj'^ 
contiiHi^d the king of Hqngary> fif youwifhto 
make a journey into Turkey, %q fee Bajazet> 
iand prefent him with the fal^onsj^ ypiu may dp 
fQfb^t,yj(fu fhaU not carry him any fhing elfc/ 

Sir John de Chateaumprant rej^lied, — * Cer- 
tainly, fire^ it is not the intention -of the king of . 
France, npr to hi^ |ionour more than to that pf the 
x)ther lords who Iji^Lve fent me, that. I fail }n any 
particular in.the accompliikment of the objedla they 
Jiave charged me with/ 

* Very well,' faid the king : * you will not at 
:prefen|t have any other anfwer from me than what 
70U have he*r^/ 

The two knights left the apartment, and con- 
-/ultpd together how to afib, for this refufal of th^ 
J^ing of Hungary had difcpncerted them. . They 
thought their only expedient lyas . to fend off $1 

Y 4 meflfenger 







vidi dc aooont of Ae lug of 
HmagBrfs coaAaSt m Ac lang of Fnuicc mni die 
dokeof BorgoDdr, fcr ibcai m fmriic a foaedyj 
asd to aqpfain lihc caofcs of dbcir ddqr* Tiiey 
molehill rnrtfeqnwor J fcttoi » dK U^gonddie 

to caif ibeiii^ vkoa iImt fapgStd oniii a fiiffi- 
uBBty Cm muucy rar Idfli ufcpifiKri^ co ciimgc 1119 
horles 00 die rood, dye be a^^ Irfrn lik joor^ 
M79 vUe dicy vMcd kB iciBRi iiL Bydi, 
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00 FluiSy oad dcfivmod kis Icncis 00 die king of 
FnBCc ood die doke. of Botgwidf . Hoiiig m4 
diefl[i9 dicy weic flmck faqirifed oodv^coed dini 
dtfldng of Ho^gHj Jboold pRient dieir obbM^ 
ladoe aoncDfldoaMi^lBjooncy indi diefii%fenft| 
to the MtB of TteriKyy os dxy lad oidered H^ 
to dow Tlie didce of Bcny^ kowev<e^^ .escoied 
Ae king of Huogaj, ikjkg ke w» 00 wmf to 
bbne^ for it ^w coo deboiqg to a kiqg of Fnuiee 
to leod pctftflCs and jevds ao wck a lecranc 
pagn kkig. The doke of BuigiaMly vk moia 
oearfy aBecctd n ric flUBcr^ aod dcKoded dia 
neafive as icafomblty fioce forane kad been to 
ftfoonfalt^ to pre die fbkan a riBbOFf^ in which 
dbe whole Ibite 6f die king of Iteguy was flaiq. 
or pot to fi^i^ and die gmtcr pait of die Bofak|. 
mstdt pfifboefs^ tkat had been in die batde. Ir 
fkeicfcae behoved thtiHr iclitiniis and fiiends ti^ 
foofc erery mooe nr tncnr oeiiTcsaDBCj n ^^^r 
VFtff defrooa of Iccs^g iheai ijgMU 
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.This ^cech of the duke of Burgundy was fup* 
ported by the king and council. The king afkcd 
the duke of Beny^r— * Gpod wncle, if thi$ fultan 
Bajazet;^ or any ether pagan king, were to fend 
y^ ^ ricbiMid'fpairkUng mby, wo»14 you ac^iep* 
of it ?% * My Jord/ f^p^ti the dvtef , ^ I ftiouW 
confider of.it/ The king reminded him that it 
ivtts not P» «yf ars finoe t^ fultan had (ent hini a 
ruby jcbat liad <coft twenty ihoufaod ^'anos. 

The ktn^ x>f Hungary was <ondefiifi^ by ait for 
oaring prevBiited the preiSDnts from being carried 
to die fiiku, which might hai^e dieeffWt of aMm^ 
t» the diftselB&il ftaar<^ the Frendi lords chat were 
piifiMicrs* The kifig was therefore advifed to 
triiie c^ut^tovs lettt^ to the king ^ tf ungary^ to 
requeft that be urouid no longer prevent hts am^ 
. I^allbdor ftom proceeding on his joiamey iHth the 
Mei^rts ^ the 43oi^t of Turiiey. When they hadl 
been fiiiiijr wriftf a oyt itfi4 iealed^ they were f^veii 
i9 the meflfenger from Huiigary, whoj leaving 
J?ms^ ft t MX on his return tp Suda, 
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CHAP. XLVI. 



THE DUCHESS OF ORLEANS IS SUSPECTED 0| 
CAUSING THE KINC's ILLNESS.' 

TJpVERY year the king of France had relapfcs 
"^ of his frenzy, without any phyfician or fuis 
geon being able to prevent it. Some indeed had 
boaftcd that they would reftore him to foimd 
health, but it was fbon found they laboured in.ymoi 
The king's diforder never ceafed until it had run 
its courfe, in fpite of prayers aod medici&es^ 
Some of the phyficians and forcerers who^attepdcd 
the kipgj on fihdipg their labour lofl:^ declared the 
king mull haye been poifoned or enchanted 1^ 
fome pernicious herbs. This agitated greatly the 
minds of the nobility and people> for thefo forccf- 
crs afiiriped, ;he better to gain belief^ that' tin. 
king was under thjc power of forcery, and thit 
they knew it from the devil who had revealed i{. 
to them. Several of thefe conjurors had bcci 
burnt at Paris and Avignon, for having gone fe 
far as to fay that the duchefs of Orleans, daughter to 
the diike of Milan, was the caufe of this mifchijdj 
that (he might fucceed to the crown of Frani 
This was fo much believed that common report 
faid (he had frequendy praitifed fuch arts, and 
that, fo long as ihe was near theperfon of 
king, he neither would nor could regain h»^ 
health. 

It 
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It was therefore neceflary, to put an end to this 

lajider, that the duchefs of Orleans Ihould quit 

Paris. She went firft to refide at Afnieres, a very 

Ima^ndfome caftle near Pontoife, that belonged to 

tf^c duke her lord, and then to Neufchateau, on 

ttt< Loire, which alfo belonged to him. The duke 

of Orleans was very melancholy on hearing fuch 

injurious reports againft his duchefs, which he 

diflfembled as well as he could, and never on this 

account quitted the king or court, for he took 

plcafure m attending public bufinefs and the dif- 

feiei|t councils on the affairs of the realm. 

Galeas duke of Milan was duly informed of the 
infamous crimes his daughter, the duchefs of Orleans, 
. was accufed of. He deeply felt the injury, and had 
fwicc or thrice fent ambaffadors to France, to excul- 
pate his daughter to the king of France and his coun* 
cil, offering, at the fame time, a knight or knights 
that (hould engage in mortal combat any perfon 
; who (hould dare to accufe his daughter of fuch 
\ iniquitous and treafonable praftices. The duke of 
\ Milan threatened to make war on France ; for he 
, W learnt that the king, when he gave hi3 daugh- 
ter in marriage to the king of England, between 
Ardres and Calais, had declared that on his return 
to Paris, he would not attend to any thing until he 
ftould maxch a large army into the Milanefe ; and 
that his fon-in-law, king Richard, had, to his 
&^eat fatisfadliori, offered him one thoufand Eng- 
l^fc fpears and fix thoufand archers. Galeas had 
likcwifiP heard that purveyances were making 
s , .rhroughouc 

if 



^vroughoot Davphioy ud Savoy £at the king of 
France^ far kwas by Piedmont he iptended cntcvj 
iog Lombardy. 

This expcdidon^ however^ was laid afidc^ and 
no more dioi^t o(^ when the i]|ews arriv^ ^'^ 
the unfortunate ifiiie-of the battk of Nicopoli| a»| 
die death and captmty of the French npbles. The 
king and the duke of Burgundy were to afflided^t 
this even^ that they coukl not attend M any {biog 
dfe: they befides knew that die duke of ^lilaff 
was oe the moft fiicadly terms ^th B^A2^& 
which was an addifioMl reason at dua monpf^ ^ 
to pufli any hoftik aoappis i^gwift Jiim^i ^ be 
was Jcft unmokftcdt 
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CHAP. 5eLVlL 

^tellTEV^ BXERt f Htl^SEtVES TO FIND MEANS 
TA RANSdfci THfi CO^NT t)£ MBVMRiS^^ THElA 
Votf^ AH'fir HfS FELLOW^FRlSOifBR'S' l!<^ tUR'«^ 

kEY. THE KIJIo OF HtrNOArRYy THROUGH^ 

THE ^ilt«^ASIO^ or THlR dRAN^D^ MASTliR OF 
ftkiODBS^ PERMITS' TH£ AMBASSADOR FROftT 
THS itll90 OT FRAKdB TO PASS THROUCtt HIS 
1ftlNC^0OM WITH Tll£ PRESENtS FOR THE S^b^ 
1UK B AJ AZET. 

^hr^HE duke and du(^Jhcis of Burgund}r confidertd 
^ evtry |)ofli^e mtAits of recoveriRg.cheir foiu 
A%they kntw they tnV& pay a v^ry large Aim for 
hii^ranfoin) they reduced their ex{ietk:es'as i^Mch^ 
^s poffibky CO gather all the moMy they could ^ 
without tMs, th^y knew they could not fucceedi 
and made many friends aiDong the Ye&ctito and 
G^oefe merchantsi &r through their means the 
raAfoms were to be ^legotiated. 

The duke of Iftm^ndy Fefide^ with the kingi. 
Vho converged With him frequently on a^rs- of 
iflatr> ai^d .paid attention to what he faid ; for the 
duke had the priacipal Ihare in the gov6rmne{it>r 
^ich made his own affairs proipcr the more. 

At this time there lived in Paris a Lombard^ 
m3iO \(ra[s a jgreacaiid rich mtfchant^ and traniadted 
ibufiiveis for the other Lombank: he wai know^ 

and 
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and fpokcn of all over the world, wherever COttl* 
incrce was carried on : his name was Dinde Dcl^ 
ponde, and by him all exchanges were made. If 
before die event of' the b^^e of Nicbpoli he was 
beloved by the king of France and the lofds of Ins 
court, he was now much more fb^ and had fie- 
quent confultations widi die duke of Burgundy on 
the fureft means to recover his fon and the other 
lords who were prifoners in Turkey. 

Dinde Defponde faid to the duke, — * My lord/ 
by degrees all things are brought about. The 
merchants of Genoa, and of the iflands under their 
obedience, are well known every where, and traffic 
with Cairo, Alexandria, Damafcus^ Datnietta and 
Turkey, and in different countries of infidels ; for 
trade, my lord, as you know, finds its way every 
where, and rules the world. Write, therefort, to 
the Genoeft^ and prevail on the king to do lb 
likewife, in a friendly manner, promifing thcin 
great rewards if they will undertake the bufinefs j 
for there is nothing but may be accomplifhed with 
mohey. The king of Cyprus, i/^ho is near to 
Turkey, and now at peace with the fiikan, may 
alfo aflift in the matter. You ifluft fuppofc that, 
as for myfelf^ I will exert my powers to the utmoft> 
for I atti bound to obey you in every thing.' 

The duke and duchcfs of Burgundy jiegleelcd 
no means to free their fon from his captivity, for 
they were forely afflifted by it. He was the heir 
to their vaft poffcflions ; and this misfortune had 
happened to him on his firft onfet in arms.' The 
ladies of France lamented the lofs of their hu{- 

bands 
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bands- and friends, tfpecially the kdy of Cpiicjfi 
%ho refufcd all comfort, and bewailed him day 
and night. The diike of Lx)rraine and fir Ferri de 
Lorraine, her brothers, vifited her at Saint Gobin*i 
where fti^ refidied, and copfoled her as well as they 
cpuld. They advifed her to fend into Turkey to 
gain fome intelligence of him, for they had heard ' 
he had greater liberty allowed him than the other 
prifoners.. 

The lady thlnkfed her brothers for this advice, 

and infl:antly|fent for fir Robert Defnetj a good and 
liraliant knight of the Cambrefis< She entreated 
him fo fweetly, urging him, out of affe&ion to 
her, to undertake a journey into Turkey, that the 
icnight confented, and engaged to go thither and 
-bring back full intelligence of the lord de Coucy. 
.. Sir Robert fooh made his preparations, and, 
^companicd by four others, fct out for Hungary. 
'in like manner did other ladies in France f^d to 
inquire after their hulbandsi 
• The king of Hungary was very obftinate in his 
ifcfufal to ajlow fir John de Ghateaumorant to con- 
tin yie his journey to Turkey with the prefents from 
the king of, France to the fultan* Though this 
fer^atly difpleafed fir John and fir James de Helly, 
tlitiy could not prevail on him to alter his refo- 
^^ ^ion; : It happened that the grand matter of 
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* Saint Gobin,fi^near la Fere in Picardy^ nowlamous for its 
^*^^ kianufadory of looking glaffes. 

^ Sir Robert Dcfiie. Six Robert de Scq, MSS. B. M. and 

Rhodes 



Rhodes tktnt At dik dme (o Budb. H^ iKtf ffiaft 
kindly received by die king^ ^ indeed he ot%ht 
to have bctn^ for on the day of the baidey he held 
favcd the king frdm death or c^^ty. He madk 
acquaintanee with the two kmg^ fit>m Prance^, 
who related to him the coindu^ of the king d^ 
Hungary, and the circmnftance of his detaiabg 
them at Biida. tk Waft much futpiifedi afic) £ud^ 
to fofcen their anger^ he would fpeak to the king 
iMi the fubje6):> and, ai they Ihould (ban e^iperieAce> 
mth good efifb6t« H}& manned the ibttter fe pni«> 
dendy with die king, that they were pdnmtied tA 
<)ontinue theii* jouraey tb Turkeyi with Ul dieir pre-^ 
fents, which were reftored to them» The ambiai^ 
lador arrived in fafety at die place irtiere Bajazet 
relkled, owing to the pafl^KMts fir Jimles de Hfefif 
had brought to htm» The iidtan l ecdvc d the 
knights, and dieir iMtf€ii& fiodi the kingttf' France^ 

with much rdpe^ and feemed very prbod of 

what the king had fcnt him. 

The knights were only permkted to fairre one 
Interview with the count de Kevecs, but with 
ttone of theothrisc this, howerer^ w» of a fiiffi* 
leiendy kmg contiBoanco^ On their tadting Itavet 
dke couttt £ttd,---*^ Recoamelid aae to nqr kid and 
fiither, the duke of Borgoody, to my hk^molhcrt 
to my lord the kiEfg, and to my kvd of Bcrry^ 
and ijihitt to my name att myfirieods.. Shoold 
there be aay oegotiatioQ goiag forward with Ka- 
jazet, vge the (peedy cooduEtoiH fer we tuBbt 
4twak every delay* We were ori^IaaDy c^^ pffi<^ 
lottery but arc now iix:rtatedl> bf fixfieea tttore» m 
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twenty-four* : let the ranfom include all of us> 
for it will be as readily agreed to for the whole as 
for one. Bajazet hai fettled thi^ in his own mind, 
and you may depend on his ftcadinefs ; and thofc 
who havt fent you hither may rely on his word, 
for ft is inviolable.' Sir James de Helly and fir 
John de Chateaumorant replied, they would fay 
and do every thing he had dircded. They then 
took leave of the count de NevcrSj and the fultan, 
and fet out for Hungary and France. On their 
return, they met the meflenger whoiti they h||t- 
Icnt to Pari^, as ha^ been imtntioned, bf ingiiitg 
letters to the king of Hungary. They ftikde him 
tomt back with them, as he had now no occafioil 
to ^i^occcd further, for they had been irf Turkey ; 
aiid they sil returMd toj^ether, to the kii^ of 
Frao^e at Paris. 
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* TheMSS. fay /fi»f origual prifoners. 
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CHAP. XLVin. 

THE DUKK OP GLOCBSTER PLOTS THE DESTRITC- 
TION OF HIS NEPHEW^ THE KING OF MNG* 

LAND. THE KINGj HAVING INFORMATION 

OF HIS PRACTICES, HAS HIM ARRESTED BV 
THE EARL MARSHAL. 



^ HAVE been fome dme without £^ng any 
^ thing of die duke of Glocefter, the youngeft 
fon of die late king Edward of Englandj for I 
have not had any caufe for lb doing. But I will 
now ipeak of him, becaufe his heart would no 
way incline to the French^ and he was more pleafed 
than hurt at the melancholy lo(s they had fuftnned 
in^urkey. He had with him a knight called fir 
John Lackingay^ who was his moft confidential 
advifcr^ and^ as it was afterwards difcovered; held 
with him fuch converfadons as the foBowing : 
^ Theie vain-boafting French have been nearly an- 
nihilated in Turkey. Such knights and (quires as 
join company with them know not what diey arc 
«bout» and are ill advifed when diey do fo^ for 
^ey are fo foil of vanity and prefompdon, that 
they never can bring to a focceisfol ifliic any thing 
^ey undertake. This has often been apparent 
during the wars of my lord and fiidicr^ and our 
brother the prince of Wales, for they never could 
obtain a vidory over our men. I know not why 
wc have any truces with them : if it were war 
•^: witli 



339 

with them, as wc have good caufc for quarrd/ 
wc would wage it now more fuccefsfully than ever, 
for the flower of the French chivalry is flain or m 
captivity. Our countrymen wifli for war, for 
without it they cannot exift, and idleneis to men 
at arms is death. I fwear, therefore by God> 
that if J be alive, and in health, two years hence, 
the war fliall be renewed, for I will not keep any 
truce or peace. The French have Ihewn how 
little they have regarded them in former times, 
and bave, by whatever treacherous and underhand 
ipeans they could devife, deprived us of the duchy 
q{ Aquitaine, which was given up to my late lord; 
jMid father, in conformity to a found treaty of 
peace. This I have more than once charged 
them with, in the conference on the other fide of 
tfaefea; but they made fuch fiouriihiiig and com* 
plimentary fpcecheSi they always lighted on their 
feet, and I was not s^ttended to either by the kkig 
or by my brothers, 

^ If the kipg pf England had a good head, and- 
were as defirous a& J am of war, and would take 
fume pain$ to recover th? inheritance they have 
ihamefuUy ftolen (xom him> he would find one 
hundred thoufand ^cher$ ^ fix tho^fiUiid men 
at arms willing to crofs ;;he fea> aiid^;:rcady to 
ferve him with their li^ves and fortunes. Bjpt things 
are iiot fo. At this moment we have an unwarlikjp 
king, who is indifferent as to arms, othtrwife he 
would fliew himfelf in France i for thefe never 
was' fo favourable an opportunity ta carry the war 
^itfier as at thisprefent moment, filice they would 

Z a be 



S40 

be tflured of a battle^ and the people of tfai 
country^ who arc always eager to 6g{bc inch thafe 
richer than theinfelves« ibr the Cake of ibc IpcxI, 
would venture boldly, in the hope of baring tfacx 
like fuccefs. with their anceftors under the king ray 
fitther, of happy memory^ and my buodier the 
prince of Wales. 

' I am the laft of the royal family of En^and)^ 
but, were { believed, I would be the firft to renew 
the wars, to retaliate for the wrongs that have 
been done us,, and which they are daily doiqgwy 
the eonnivance and weaknefs of our rulers, Hioie 
particulariy of our head the king of England, who 
has allird himielf by marriage with the daughter 
of his enemy the king of France. That is a fure 
proof he will have no war 2 certainly not : he is 
too heavy behind^ and only wifhes for the jdea- 
ftirea of the table and the aoxufements of JskUcs* 
That ia not the Kfe for men at arms, who s^r^ de^ 
flrous of renown and profit. I have not fbrgotteq 
my laft expedition through France. I might have 
had with me about two thouf^ lances a^id eigh^ 
dvoufand archers* When we crofled the fea, we 
entered France by way of Calais^^ and continued 
our march through the country, withqut meetii^ 
any one to oppoie us or oftr us battle.^ 

' Such formerly was the foccefs of fir Robert 
KnoUes, fir Hugh Calverley, fir Thomas Grand- 
Ion, fir Philip Giffbrd, but they had not as manf 
»en as I had uinlcr their command, and yet they 
nurched to the gates of Paris, and demanded bat-r 
|k ftwn die kh^ of France. No one, however, 

vcn* 
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ventured out to anfwer their challenge, and they 
continued their route without interruption intft 
Brittany, You might then have inarched from 
Calais to Bordeaux, without any one daring to 
oppofe you ; but I am perfuaded whoever fliould 
now attempt it would be combated ; for he wh6 
at prefcnt figns himfelf king of France is young, 
tftive, and has a ftrong defire to achieve fbm^ 
glUant enterprife. He would therefore fight with 
us, whatever might be the confeqiiences, and that 
is every thing we could defire 5 for it has been by 
batde and viftories over the French^ who are fb 
rich, that we are become wealthy t if peace con-^ 
tinue, we fhall langiiifh and become more ener«> 
rated than ever, fince my nephew came to the 
throne of England. Things cannot long remain 
in this ftate, before the people will perceive and 
redrcfs them. The Jcing raifes heavy taxes ort 
the merchants, who are greatly difcojitented : he 
fjquanders the money no one knows how, anfl thus 
is the kingdom of England impoveriftied. True 
it is, that he givesf largely to thofe about him, and 
in whom he confides, but the people pay for this, 
and it will Aortly caufe a rebellion ; for they al- 
ready begin to murmur, and to fay publicly that 
luch mcafures nraft not longer be fuffered. 

• The king gives out that as fbon as the truces 
between France and England fhall be figned, he 
vriU make a voyage 10 Ireland, and employ there 
his men at arms and archers. He has already 
been ther*, and gairted but Ktt!e, for Ireland is 
not worth oonqueriiigi the Irilh ^re a poor arid 
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kicked people, with an impoverilhcd country; 
and he who fliould conquer it one year^ would lofe 
it the next. Lackingay, Lackingay ! all you have 
juft heard me fay confidcr as truth/ 

Such were the converfations, as it was afterwards 
known, between the duke of Glocefter and his 
knight. He had conceived a great hatred to his 
nephew, the king of England, and could no way 
ipeak well of him ; and although he was^ with His 
brother of Lancafter, the greateft perfonage in 
England, and one by whofe advice the govern- 
ment ought to have been carried on, he paid 
not any attention to it. When the king lent for 
him, if it was his pleafure he would come, but more 
firquently he flaid at home ; and, when he obey-* 
cd, he was always the laft to come and the firlt 
to depart. On giving his opinion, . it muft be 
implicitly followed, for he would not fufi^er it to 
be contradifted. He then took leave, niounted 
his horfe, and fet off for a handfomc caftle he 
had in Eilex, thirty miles from London, called 
Plclhy,- where he refidcd more conftandy than 
any vvherc elfe. 

7 jThis lord Thomas was a great lord, and cpuld 
afford to expend annually, from his income, fixty 
riioufand crowns. He was duke of Glocefter, carl 
of EfTe^^ and Buckingham, and conftable of Eng- 
land; and, from his roug^ manner, was more 
dreaded by the king than any other of his uncles, 
for, in his fpeech, he never fpared him. The 
king was always fubmifTive to him, and whatever 
Be afkcd was inftantly granted. The duke of Glo- 
cefter 
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cefter had ordered many feverc and hafty execu- 
tions in England, and, without any title of rcafon' ' 
or juftice, had caufed that prudent and gallant, 
knight fir Simon Burley to be beheaded, with many 
others of the Itijig's council. 

This duke likewife caufed the banifhment of the 
archbilhop of York and the duke of Ireland from 
England, notwithftanding the confidence the king 
rcpofed (nthem, acculing them of giving evil coun-, . 
fel to the king, keeping him under their govern- 
ance, and wafting the revenues of the kingdom on 
ihemfelves. The duke of Glocefter's two bro- 
thers of Lancafter and York refided generally with, 
the king : he was jealous of them, and faid to fe- 
veral (fuch as Robert* biftiop of London and 
others) who went to vifit him at his caftle of 
Plelhy, that his brothers were too expenfive to 
the king, and tiiat it would be more decent for 
tbem to live at their own hoiifes. The duke gained, 
by every poffible means, the love of the Lcn- 
doners; for he thought, if he acquired popularity 
with them, the reft of England would follow their 
example. The duke had a nephew, fon to his bro- 
ther Lionel, duke of Clarence, who had married the 
daughter of Galeas, lord of Milan, and died at ,' 
Afti in Piedmont. The duke of Gloccfter would 
gladly have feen his nephew, called John earl of 



• Robert Braybrook, who fuccecded CourCnay, on hii tranf- 
lation to Canttrbury, 138!, and died 1494. having been dun- 

cellor of England Tcarcely fix months. 

Gou^i's PUJiy, BBte, p. 59. 
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March*, on the throne of England, and king 
Richard depofcd from it, faying he Was neither 
, "Worthy nor capable to hold the govcmaient of 
England ; and this opinion he made np fccret of 
to thofe who were in his confidence. 

He invited this carl of March to come and fee 
him i and when at Plefhy, he unbqfomed hiniifclf 
to him of all the fecrets of his heart, telling him * 
that he had been feleAcd for king of England ; 
that king Richard and his queen were tq be con- 
fined, but with ample provifion for their mainte- 
nance, as long as they lived j and he earneftly 
befought hi$ nephew to believe all he faid, for he 
fhould make it a. ppint to put his plans into 
execution, and that h^ was already joined by the 
carl of Arundel, fir John Arundel, the earl of 
Warwick, and many prelates and barons of Eng- 
land. 

The earl of March was thunderftruck on hear- 
ing this propofal from his uncle ^ but, young as 
he was, he diflembled his real fentiments, and pru- 
dently replied, to pleafe his uncle and to get away^ 
that he never thought of fuch things, and they 

■ ■ 

• * He was third fon of Edward Mortimer carl of Mard!, 
by Philippa, daughter of Lionel duke of Clarence, and was 
hanged 3d Henry VI. Sandford, p. 224. Froii!ftrt means 
Roger, his elder brother, flain in Ireland, zzd Rich. IL, whofe 
death Richard went over to avenge, when Henry IV. plotted X9 
dethrone him. lb. p. 226. This Roger was declared heir to 
the crown b^ parliament, 9th Rich. IL Leland^s Colle^nea* 
vol. i. p. 693. FroifTart look the opportunity of the marriage 
oflifMl and Viplanu to vifit Italy, and dwells on the folemni- 
AJirftivalsof the wedding.'— Gwj^'j P^(fy, /. 60. 

were 
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were of fuch a maghicude a^ to reqiure fafs dcHbc-f 

rate confide ration-. The duke then, obfcrving the 
manner of his nephew, defired he would keep what 
he hsKl faid very fecrct. This he promif<fd faith-, 
fully to do> and, taking his leave, haftened from 
him, and inftantly went to hi$ eftates tn Ireland : 
he would never liften nor fend any anfwer to all 
the propolals his uncle made to him, excufing 
himfelf honourably from taking part ia thern^ at 
he fbrefaw they muft end badly. 

The duke of Glocefter employed all pofllhie 

means to ftir up troubles in England, and excite 

the Londoners againfl the king. The year that a 

truce had been figned between England and France, 

to laft for thirty years, king Richard and his queen 

came to London, on their return frqm France : 

the duke of Glocefter whilpered the citizens to 

petition the king to aboliih all taxes and fubfidies 

which had been imppfed for the laft twenty years^ 

as it Was reafonablc they fhould now ceafe, fince 

a truce had been figned for fo long, a term, and 

they had been levied folely as war-taxes^ to pay 

the men at arms and archers in fupport of the 

vvar. He told the merchants, * it was hard to 

pay thirteen florins out of every hundred as a tax 

on oierchandife, which were fpent in, idle dances 

^tid feafts : you pay for them, and are forely op« 

f^efled. Add to your petition a remonftrance for 

^lic realm to be governed according to ancient cuf- 

^om and ufages, and that whenever there ihall be 

3.ny neceffity to raifc money for the defence of thq 

Wingdom, you will tax yourfclves with fuch fums 

as 
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as Ihall ht fatisfaflory to the king and hi^ 
council.' 

This advice of the duke of Gloceftcr was fbl- 
lowed by the Londoners, and many of the prin-> 
cipal towns. They coUefted together, and went 
in a body to the king at Eltham, where they de- 
manded redrefs of what they complained of> and 
that all taxes which had been raifed for the fup- 
port of ^e war ihould be inftantly abolifhed. 
Onl^ two of the king's uncles were prefent when 
the citizens prefented their petition and remon- 
ftrance, namely, the dukes of Lancafter and York« 
The king defired they would anfwer the Londoners 
and the other citizens who had accompanied them, 
but particularly the duke of Lancafter, who f^d 
to them, — * My fair firs, you will now, each of 
you, return to your homes, and, within a month 
from this day, come to the palace of Weftminfter, 
when the king, his nobles and prelates of the coun- 
cil (hall be afiembled, and your petidon and re- 
monftrance be taken into confideration. What 
ihall then be thought right to maintain or abolifh 
will be determined upon, and you may depend on 
having fuch redrefs as ought to farisfy you.* 

This anfwer contented fome, but not all ; &r 
there were among them rebels attached to the duke 
of Glocefter who wanted a more fpecdy decifion 
of their demands ; but the dukes of Lancafter and 
York appeafed them by gentle words, and they all 
departed. The matter, however, did not . reft 
here ; but at the month's end they again went to 
the king at Weftminfter, who was furroupded by 
^i. his 
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hts nobles and prelates. The duke of Gloccftci; 
was now prefcnt, and leant much to the petitioners ; 
but, in the anfwer which was made to them, he 
diiTembled his real thoughts, in order that the king, 
his brothers and the members of the council might 
not notice them. 

The duke of Lancaftcr replied for the king, and,* 
addrefling himfelf to the Londoners, as they com- 
pofed the majority, faid,—' Ye citizens of London, 
it pleafcs my lord the king that I give an anfwer 
to your petition : in obedience to his command, 
I fhall declare to you what the king and his coun- 
cil have determined wpon. Ye know, that to pro- 
vide againft dangers to the kingdom, ye, as well 
as the other cities and towns -within the realm, 
agreed, about fix years ago, that a tax of thirteen 
per cent. Ihould be laid on all merchandilc that 
was fold, and for which the king granted to you 
•many privileges fuch as he will not take from you, 
but on the contrary may augment, if ye prove 
jiot undeferving of the favour. But fince ye fecm 
now to turn rebellious, and draw back from what 
ye had- willingly before agreed to, he recals his for- 
mer favours j.and here are his nobles and prelates, 
who have fworn to fupport him in all his lawful 
meafures to the utmolt of their power, and are now 
willing to continue their aid in maintaining all legal 
grants. Confidcr, therefore, calmly, this matter, 
and that the ftate of the king demands great ex- 
pcnfe ; if his revenue is augmented one way, it is 
diminifhed another ; befides, his receipts arc not 
lo confiderablc as they were in former times. 

' ^ The 
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I1ie war has involved greater cofts than were pro- 
vided for. The expenfes of the ambafladors for 
the peace, on this and on the other fide of the fea, 
have called for large fums ; and thofe for the king's 
marriage have been very great. Although there 
IS now a truce between England and France^ the 
annual charges for the garrifons of the different 
towns and caiUes under the obedience of the king 
in Gafcony, the Bourdelois, Bayonnois and Bigorre^ 
are very heavy. The fleet which muft be main- 
tained to guard our coails and harbours coils a great 
deal. The frontiers of Scodand, and of our pof-" 
feiTions in Ireland^ muft not be left defencelefs> and 
they demand large fums. All thefe articles^ and 
feveral others relating to the ftatc of the king and 
country of England, annually abforb great fums, 
which the nobles and prelates underftand and know 
much better than you can, who attend only to your 
trades and the difpofal of your wares. Give 
thanks to God that ye have peace, and confider 
that no one pays that is not liable fo to do, and 
carries on a trade, and that foreigners pay this tax 
as well as yourfelves. Ye are much better off than 
thofe of France, Lombardy or other countries, 
where it is to be hoped your merchandifc is car- 
ried ; for they are taxed and taxed over again three 
or four times a-year, while ye only have a mo- 
derate duty impofed on your wares.* 

The duke of Lancafter addreffed them fo mildly 
and calmly, that although they came thither with 
the worft intentions from the machinations of others, 
they were. fads&ed> and the afiembly broke up 

without 
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wrthout ttiakihg any new demand, for the deputies 
firom the majority of the principal towns were con- 
tented with the anfwcr. There were fome wha 
\<rodd have rejoiced to have feen the meeting end 
differently, though they did not fhew it openly. 
The duke of Gloceftcr returned to his caftle of 
Pkfby, perceiving that this time he was difap- 
pointed in his expedations, and was conftandy de- 
yifing means of exciting difturbances in England 
and caufing a rupture with France, In this at- 
tcmptj he was joined by the. uncle of his duchels, 
the carl of Arundel, who was defirous of war 
above all things ; and they had fuccefsfully prac- 
tifcd with the earl of Warwick, fo that he obeyed 
(heir wills. 

The king of England had two brothers by hi? ' 
mother's fide ; the eldeft Thomas earl of Kent ; 
the youngeft> a valiant knight, fir Jt>hn Holland 
mal of Huntingdon, and chamberlain of England. 
The laft was married to a daughter of the duke df 
Lancafter; and it was he who had killed the eart 
of Stafibrd's fon, as has been mentioned in thik 
hiflx)ry. The iflue of the earl of Stafford was a 
young fijuire, who was under the proteftion and 
wardlhip of the duke of Glocefter. 

The earl of Huntingdbn refided chiefly at die* 
court of his brother the king of England, and 
was better acquainted than any other with the inv 
trigues of the duke of Gloceftcr, from the private 
inquiries he made into his condud. He was much 
afraid of the duke, for he knew him to be proud, 
c:ruel and paffionatc; he nouiiffied' his enemy 

under 
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under his eye, for the crime he had committed on 
the carl of Stafford's fon had never been foi^iven. 
King Richard was naturally fond of his brotherj 
^d fupported him againft all: he faw with pain 
that his uncle of Glocefter was his enemy, and 
took much trouble to form a party againft hiip to 
force him to leave the kingdom. He and the earl 
of Huntingdon converfed frequently on this fub- 
jed: ; during which time, the count de Saint Pol 
arrived in England, whither he had been fent by 
the king of France to fee his daughter, the young 
queen of England, how they were going on, and 
to cultivate affeftion between the two countries ; 
fovy fince the truce had been figned, it was the in- 
tention of the two kings and their councils, that; 
l^'rance and England fhould be on the moil friendly 
terms with each other, in fpite of what their ill-^ 
wilhers might attempt to the contrary, 

The king and the earl of Huntingdon made thf 
count de Saint Pol a hearty welcome on his ai)^ 
rival, as well from love to the king of France as 
becaufe he had tnarried their fiilcr. At this mo- 
ment, neither the dukes of Lancafter nor of York 
were with the king ; for they began to diflcmble 
with him, and to fufpeft, from the great mur- 
murings in many pai;ts of England on t;he king's 
condud, that affairs would not end well : they 
therefore wifhed not to be caljcd upon by the king 
or people, but left the whole to the duke of Glo- 
cefter and his accomplices. The king of England 
difcourfed very freely with the count de Saint PoJ, 
as well on the fiate of the country as concerning 
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his uncle the duke of Glocefter, whom he de~ 
Icribcd as veiy rough in his maniiers and rebel- 
lious in his conduA^ ^d he related to him varioiis 
infltai^es of his flights. 

Tke count de Saint Pol, on hearing them, was 
tnuch furprifed, and replied, * that fuch behaviour 
ought not longer to be borne ; for, my lord,' 
added he, * if you fufFcr him to go on, he will be 
your ruin. It is currently reported in France, that 
his only objeft is to break the truce and renew the 
war between France and England*: by litde and 
little he will win the hearts of the more indigent 
men at arms of the country, who wilh for war 
rather than peace ; and if fuch perfons unite toge- 
ther, and hoililities commence, the more prudent 
part of the nation will not be liflened to ; ^or 
where wickednefs and obilinancy govern, wifilom 
and common fenfe arc not heard. Take jrbur pre- 
cautions beforehand 5 for it is better you make 
your enemies afraid of you, than that you fhould 
fear them.^ 

Thefc words of the count made a deep imprcf- 
(ion on the king's minds and, as he was continually 
thinking on them, he renewed the fubjeft with the 
earl of Huntingdon, on the count de Saint Pors 
return to France. The earl replied, 'Mylord» 
our brother-in-law Saint Pol has told you the real 
truth, and I would advife you to take meafurcs ac- 
cordingly.' 

\ was informed, that about a m^vj^^l^p^AtT, 
parture of the count de Saint Pol^j^^ EiigUnd, 
the king became exceedingly impopular : it was 
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fumdur^d that the count had come to treat with 
the king for the rcftoration of CaUis to the French. 
Nothing could have agitated the Englifh more than 
fuch reports ; and the people were {o uneafr, that 
the Londoners went even to Plefliy, to connRt the 
duke of Glocefter on the occafion. 

The duke, inftead of calming, excited them 
ftibre by faying, ' he could do nothing in fh^e bu- 
finefs J for he was fure the French would give all 
the daughters of their king, if they could recover 
Calais/ This anfwer made the Londoners very 
melancholy; and th^y faid they would fee the 
king, and remonftrate with Him on the agita- 
tion the whole country was in. ' Do foj' re- 
plied' the duke of Gtoceftei* : ' remonftrate with 
him firmly, and make him fear you. Mark wcH 
the' anfwer he (hall give, fo that you may repeat it 
to rtiethc next time I fee yoU; and, when I kilow 
his anfwer, I will then giVc you my advice how to 
aft. It may be that fomc iniquitous treaties ate on 
foot, for the earl marfhal, who is governor of Ca- 
lais, has been twice at Paris, Where he remained 
feme time, and he was the mbft aftive in con- 
cluding the marriage of the king with the lady 
Ifabella. The French are a fubdfc race, and fee 
fer into confequcnces : they puriue their objisft 
by degrees, and are extravagant in their promife^ 
and prcfcnts to gmn their ends.* 

The Londoners purfucd the plan they had fetded 
at Mclhy, and werft ro Eltham to fpeak with 
the king. At that time were with him* his two 
brothers, the earls of Kent and Hkintingdo»; the 

cari 



carl of Salifbury, the lirchbifliop 6f Cantcrburjr, 
the afchbilhop of Dublin his confefror> fir The- 
mas Percy, fir William Liflc, fir Richard Credony 
fir John Golofrc, and feveral more> all knights of 
the king's chamber. The citizens remonftrated 
temperately with the king : told him the caufe of 
their coming, not in a haughty or harih mUnnerj 
but with courteous fpeech, and repeated to him 
the reports which were fb current throughout 
England. 

The king was greatly aftonilhed at hearing them, 
and was much affeded, thou^ he diflfembled his 
feelings. He appeafed the citizens^ by declaring 
there was not one word of truth in all the rumours 
that were fb induftrioufly circulated : that the count 
de Saint Pol had come hither to amufe himfelf, 
and that the king of France had alfo fent him, out 
of his afFeftion to the king and queen of England, 
to fee them ; but he fwore, as God might help- 
him, and on the faith he owed the crown of Eng- 
land, that no treaty of any fort had ever been 
mentioned, and he was aftonifhed whence fuch 
fcandalous reports could have arifcn. 

When the king had done lpeaking> the earl of 
Salilbury addrefled the citizens : ' My good peo- 
ple of London withdraw to your homes, and be 
afllired that the king and his council wi(h for no- 
thing more than the honour and profit of England. 
Thofe who have bufily faid the contrary have been 
ill advifed, and plainly (hew. they would with plea- 
fure fee. the country in trouble, and the people 
in rebellion againft their king. This you ought 

Vol. XI. A a par- 
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jsfartfcylarly xq i^read^ for you have befi^re wh^ 
iiefied kqufr near yoju were to de(tru£tionj when a 
few wicked perfons rebf lled^ but were feverely 
pumflied for : it : depeiid qpon it^ that when tbfc 
people are -wlclo^dj ncidier juftice nor trudi will 

; be a4«jn4cd ?o/: . . : ^ 

Tk^k fpeeches appeaied the citizens> who were 
.^If^r^ly contented with what they had heard. 
JIaving taken l^ve of the kuig,^ they departed^ 
on their return to London • 

The king remained ai: Eldiam^ very melancholy 
at the words he had heard. He retained near his 
perfon his two brothers^ and fuch of his friends a« 
he had the greatefl confidence in -, for he began to 
doubt the afiedion of his luicles^ from obferving 
they now chiefly rcfided at their country feats. 
He was, in confequence, very fufpicious of them^ 
eipecially of the duke of Glocefterj whom he 
feared more than the dukes of Lancafter and York* 
and. kept up aconftant gwrd, night and day, oiT 
one thoufand archers* 

" Xkc king of England had received pofidve in- 
formation that the duke of Giocefter and the earl 
of Arundel had plotted to fcize his perfon, and 
that of the queen, and carry them to a ftrong 
caftle, where they fhoukl be confined under proper 
guards, but allowed fuflkiently for their table and 
other ncceflfary expcnfes. That four r^ents 
fbould be appointed over the kingdom, of whom 
the dukes of L^ncaft^r and York were to be the 
chief, and have under them the governnient c^ 
all the northern parts, from the Thames to tte 



Tyne, and as far as the Tweed, that ransby Berwick} 
comprehending all Northumberland, and the bor- 
ders of Scodand. The duke of Giocefter was to 
^have for his government London, Effex, and diat 
part of the country to the mouth of the Humbcr, 
and likcwifc all the coaft from the Thames to the 
water of Southampton, and wcftward comprchcni- 
ing Cornwall. The carl of Arundel was to have 
Suflex, Kent, Surry, Berklhirc, and all the counr 
try from the Thames to Briftol, and the river 
Severn, that divides England from Wales, where 
there are very cxtcnfivc Jordfhips, with power of 
puniftiing by death all offenders. But their chic* 
deCgn was to find out fome means of re-kindling 
the war with France ; and, if the king of France 
wiflicd to have his daughter again, it might be 
done, for Ihe was ftill very young, not more thaa 
eight years and a half old, and, perchance, when 
flje was marriageable, fhe might repent of this 
Connexion, for flie was innoccndy, and without 
her being able to judge for herfclf, married, and, 
befide, it was unjuft to break off her match with 
the heir of Brittany; but ftiould Ihe wi(h to abide 
by her marriage, Ihe would in juftice remain queen 
of England, and enjoy her dower, but flie fliould 
never be the companion of the king of England. 
Should the king die before ftic was of a proper 
age, ibe was to be fent back to France. 

Thcfe were the plans that had been concerted 
by many of the Englilh, particularly the Lon- 
doners, for they hated the king, and fcvcral now 
repented they had checked the mobs which attacked 
A a 2 London 
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Lortdon from the different counties of England ; 
for they had .determined, according to their con- 
feflions when put to death, to murder the king, 
the carl of Salifbury, the earl of Oxford, and the 
whole of the king's council. 

Had this been done, the kingdom would foon 
have found another head ; and the citizens, with 
the confent of die country, and the aid of ^thc 
duke of Glocefter, (who took great pains to ex- 
cite trouble and confufion) would have felefted a 
fit perfon to wear the crown, and placed the go- 
vernment and kingdom in a different ftate to what 
it then was. 

Such were the fecret murmurings of the citi- 
zens, and others of their party, in their private 
meetings, the whole of which was told to the 
king by his fpy; and greater blame was laid on 
the duke of Glocefter for all this bufinefs than 
on any other perfon. 

It is not to be wondered, if the king was con- 
fiderably alarmed at the difcovery of fo much 
hatred and malice lurking againft him. He paid 
greater court than. ever to the duke of Glocefter 
and the citizens when they came to fee him, but 
all m vain. At times, the kmg mentioned the 
matter privately to the dukes of Lancafter and 
York, who refided more with him than his uncle 
of Glocefter, and confulted with them how he 
could avoid the machinations of the duke and his 
accomplices, aU of which he was thoroughly ac- 
quainted with. He addreffed'his uncles, faying, — 
* My good uncles, for the love of God adyifc 
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me how to a£l. I am daily informed that your 
brother, the duke of Glocefter, and the earl of 
Arundel, with others, are determined to feize and 
confine me in one of their caftles, and chat the 
Londoners will join them. Their plan is to allow 
me a fufficiency for ray ftate, but to feparate my 
queen from me, who is but a child, and daughter 
to the king of France, and fend her to fome 
other place of confinement. Now, my dear un- 
cles, fuch cruel aifls as thefe muft not be fufFered, 
if they can be prevented. You have paid me 
homage, and fworn obedience to me as your fo- 
vereign, in the prefence of your lord and father, 
king Edward, and my grandfather of happy me- 
mory, at the fame time with the other barons and 
prelates of the realm. It is now twenty years fmce 
this was done i and I entreat you, therefore, from 
the love you bear me, and on the oaths you have 
taken, that you aflift me on this occafion; for 
every thing aflures me the duke of Glocefter only 
defires that war be renewed with France, in Ipite 
of the truces which you, with us and all England, 
have fworn to obferve. In confideration of this 
was my marriage concluded with the daughter of 
the king of France, and we wifli to obferve every 
article of the treaty moft punftually. You know 
alfo, that whoever attempts to infringe this truce 
will commit a crime, and be liable to corporal 
punishment, as well as confifcation of goods : you 
likewife know, that I have borne with your bro- 
ther, my uncle of Glocefter, as much as I have 
been able, and made light of his mcnaccsj but in 
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the ifftd tbey fflfty edit me dtit. Ydti af« ft6und^ 
tWefbre, by every tic, to give your bcft advice> 
fiiice I requite it froih yoih^ 

When the dukes of Liancafter tod 6f Yofk heard 
t&eir nephew thus addrefs them, and faw diat he 
ym in great angtiilh of heart ; knowing, at the 
£mie dme, that ;the greater part of what he had 
f^ was ftliftlytfuc; they replied^ — ^^ My lord, 
have a little patience, and wait a Ihort time before 
ydu make aiiy rafh refolutions. We know that 
our bfother df Glocefter hai the moft plfTionate 
and wron^headed temper of any man in Eng- 
land s but he eanndt do more than man, and, if 
he work one way, we will coiinteraft him another : 
you need not ftar <hif brother fb long as you (hall 
fdkiw our ad^ce. He talks frequendy bf things 
he cannot execute $ ^d neither he ndr his abettors 
can break thu trace Whkrh has been figncd, her 
confine you in iany csAle: we will never fuflfcr it, 
nol- that you ht fepai^ated from the queen ; for, if 
he iola^ne fuch things, he deceives himfelf. Wc 
thbrefore hiimbly beg ycJu will be appeafed, for, 
pleafe God, every thing fhall end well. Many 
things may be faid that cannot be executed, and all 
which a man thii^eth doth n^t come to pa&* 

By fuch m€ftaii> the dtd^es calmed the king^^s 
mind ; btit as they foreikW that public affairs 
v^ould, from thfeir bdd ittanagenicnt, caufc trou* 
bks in the rerfm, and that the hatred between 
their nephew and biwher was daily incrcafing, to 
avoid bekig calted upon hf either party, thty left 
the hmg'i hbufthdd ^tth their fiumfies/ taking 
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km of the king for a confiderable timf ^ and rt^ 
lired CO their different caftles. The duke of Lan^ 
caftcr carried with him his duchefs, who had been 
fomc time the companion of the young queen of 
England. They took this opportunity of hunting 
ihgs and deer as is the cuftom in England, and the 
king remained with his attendants in and about 
London. They afterwards, however, greatly re- 
pented having left the king; for fuch things 
ftortly happened as troubled the whole king* 
dom, ^ich would not have been done had they 
ronaincd with the king, for they would have more 
prudently advifed than fuch counfcUors as he liC% 
(cncd to, 

' There was not one of the king's ftrvants that 
&i not fear the duke of Glocefter, and wifli his 
death, no matter by what means. That gallant 
and loyal knight fir Thomas Percy had been for a 
long time fteward of the houfehbld, and all the 
accounts paflcd officially through his hands. He 
nodccd with grief the hatred tJiat fubfifted between 
tie king and the duke of Glocefter, and other 
great barons of England. 

AMiough he was beloved by aM, he foreiaw, 
Kke a man of underftanding, that public affkinr 
wwftl end badly, and in confcqiience refigned his 
oBlce into the king's hands in the moft htmour* 
^ itaaner he could, and requefted permiflion 
to retire, which the king very unwillhigly con- 
ftnfied to. He gave fudi plaufible reafons for his 
rcqoeft dtat another was eftablifiied in his place, 
and fir Thomas Pe w y w e n t to his own eflste, where 
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he rcfidcd. The king had about his perfon many 
young counfcUors, who too much dreaded the duke 
of Gloceftcr : they frequently faid to him, — * Very 
dear fire, it is a dangerous ofEce to ferve you, for 
we have feen our predccefTors, in whom you had 
great confidence, meet but a poor reward- That 
valiant knight Sir Simon Buriey, fo much beloved 
by your lord and father, whom God pardon ! and 
who took fuch pains for the accomplifhment of 
your firfl marriage, the duke of Glocefter, your 
uncle, put fhamefully to death, by having him 
publicly beheaded like a traitor. He likewife, as 
you know, had many other$ arbitrarily executed 
without your being any way able to grant them 
your pardon, or fave them from their ignomi- 
nious deaths. Dear fire, we expeft nothing bet- 
ter ; for whenever your uncl^ comelh hither to fee 
you, which h not often, we dare not raifc our 
eyes from the ground nor look at any body. He 
eyes us from h^a4 to foot, and feems to think we 
take too much upon us from being about your 
perfon -, and be afTured, dear fire, that as long as 
he lives, there will never be quiet in England, nor 
will any one attempt to do any thin^ good. Befides, 
he publicly threatens to confine you and the queen, 
and keep you under fubjfcftion during his good 
pleafure. You will be an undone king, and dc«r 
ftroycd as well as us, if you do not fpeedily take 
fome flrong meafures. As for the queen, fhc need 
^0% <;are : fhe is young, and daughter to the king of 
France, whom they dare not anger> as too inany 
evils wou)d refu^t frpm it (o £pglan4f 
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* Your uncle of Glocefter, to make you more 
unpopular with your fubjefts, Jprcads abroad in 
X/>ndon^ (we have heard it) that you are un- 
worthy to bear a crown, and to poflcfs fo noble an 
inheritance as England and its dependancics ; that, 
whtn you married . again, you chofe the daughter 
of your adverfary the king of France, for which 
you were very blame- worthy ; and that you have 
debafed the chivalry of England^ and the courage 
of its knights, fquires and nobles, who had fo va- 
liantly carried on the war againft France^ and 
would have continued it, enfeebled as they are, if 
you had not prevented them ; that you have placed 
the kingdom in a mod: perilous fituation, with 
great rifle of its deftru6tion, and that it is a pity^ 
you are fuffered, and have been fuffered, to reign 
fo long. The French fay (as the common re- 
port runs), that you intend to lay.afide the arms 
of France from your arms, which caufeth great 
hatred againft you -, and it is the more readily be* 
lieved from the great pains you took to have the 
truce figned, which was done more through force 
than love, for the nobles of this country who had 
ferved in thefe wars would not affent to it : that you 
have not carefully examined the treaties figned by 
](ing John of France and his children, which thofe 
^f his blood, now living, have treachcroufly ixi^. 
fringed; and that the French, by underhand means, 
caufed a renewal of war, and fci^ed by uiiirpation 
the right!? of your predeceffors, and pofTefled them- 
felves of very naany towns, cities and caftles in 
i^quitaine^ to the great iofs of the crown of £ng- 
^ land, 
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fmd, aftd ail through your negligence and want of 
courage i that you have been afraid of your ene- 
mies, and not followed up the advantages you had 
in the juftice of this quarrel, which you ftill have 
as well as your anceftors, who immediately have 
preceded you, fuch' as your lord and father the 
prince of Wales, and the good king Edward, who 
both took Aich pains to augment the glory of the 
crown. Dear fire, the Londoners fay, as indeed 
4o numbers of others .(which it behoves us not to 
ebnceal longer from you) that a day Ihall come 
when you will be reminded of theft! thiAgs to your 

eoft.* 

King Richard treafured up aH thefe fpeeches in 
his mind, and pondered over them continually; 
Shortly after the depat-ture of his two uncles of 
Ijincafter and York, he iummonod up inore cou* 
rage thaa ufual^ and faid to himfett^ that it Would 
be better he (hould deftroy than be 4eftroye4, and, 
that, within a ihort time, he would hold hts unck of 
Giocefter fo fecurely, he (hould be ificapabie of in- 
juring him. As he couW not accom{rfifli Ms 
sdone, he opened himfelf to tbok mod in Ms cen^ 
fidence. 

It was to the earl marfhal, who was his coufin, 
and alfo earl of Nottingham, that he discovered- 
his inmition, and, molt minutely gave Mm his 
orders how he was to aft. The cari marftal, from 
lilt fevovrs he had received, teved the kingin pre- 
ference to the didce o( Glocefter, and kept the ft* 
crethc had been ^ntrufted with finam aH but fuch a^ 
ht was fojpecd to employ, m he eouM not do the 
*■ s whok 



whole himfelf. What I am about to fay will 
explain the matter. 

The king, under pretence of deer-hunting, went 
to a palace he had at Havering at the bower, in 
Eflcx : it is about twenty miles from London, and 
as many from Plelhy, where the duke of Glocefter 
generally refided. The king fet out one afternoon 
from Havering, without many attendants, for he 
had left them behind with the queen at Eltham, 
and arrived at Plelhy about five o'clock : the wea- 
ther was very hot ; and he came fo fuddenly to the 
caftle, that no one knew of it, until the porter 
cried out, • Here is the king !' The duke of Glo- 
cefter had already fupped, for he was very tempe- 
rate in his diet, and never fat long at dinner or fup- 
per. He immediately went out to meet the king 
in the court of the caftle, and paid him all the re- 
fpeft due to his fovereign, as did the duchefs and 
her children. 

The king entered the hall and the apartment, 
where the table was again laid out for the king, who 
ate fome little; but he had before told the duke, 
* Good uncle, have your horfes faddled, not all, 
but five or fix, for you mufl; accompany me to 
London, as I am to have a meeting to-morrow 
with the citizens ; and we Ihall furely meet my un- 
cles of Lancafter and York, but Iftiall advifc with 
you what anfwer to make to the Londoners' de- 
mands. Tell yourhoufe-ftewardto follow us with 
your fervants to London, where they will find you.' 
The duke, fufpefting nothing evil intended againft 
hith, too eafily confcntcd ; and the king, having 
foon 



364s 

Ibon fuppcd, rofc from table. Evcfy thifig being 
ready, the king took leave of the duchefs and her 
children, mounted his horfe, and the duke did the 
lame, attended only by three fquires and four var- 
lets. They took their way to Bondelay, to avoid 
die high road to London, and Brentwood, with the 
other towns through which it paffes. They rode 
hard) for the king pretended impatience to get to 
l/)ndon, and converfcd all the way with the duke 
of Gloceften On their arrival at Stratford, near 
the Thames, where an ambufcadc had been laid^^ 
the king galloped forwards, leaving his uncle be- 
hind, on which the earl marihal advanced to the 
rear of the duke, with a large body of men, and 
faid, * I arreft you in the king's name.* The dukq 
was paiucftruck, for he faw he had been betrayed, 
and cried aloud after the king. I know not if the 
king heard him, but he did not turn back, gallop-% . 
ing on fafter than before, and followed by his at-^ 
tendants. 
We will now leave this matter for a (hort; tia^c^ 
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CHAP. XUX. 

•THE LORD DE COUCY AND THt COVKT D^EtT, 
CONStABLE OF FRANCE, DIE IN' TURKEy^ 
BEFORE THE TREATY FOR THEIR DELIVER- 
ANCE IS ARRANGED. A RANSOM IS AGTREED 

ON FOR THE OTHER PRISONERS WHO WERit 
TAKEN AT THE BATTLE OF NICOPOLI. 

VT'OU h^ve before heard how fir John de Ch4- 
'^ teaumorant and fir James de Helly were fept 
by the king of France and the duke of Burgundy 
as ambafladors to Bajazet> in Turkey, and of the 
faccefs of their miflion. On their return to France 
they were well received by the king, the duke and 
duchefs of Burgundy, from the certain intelligence 
they had brought from the count de Nevers and 
his fellow-prifoners. Thefe knights told the king 
they thought the fultan would readily liften to 
terms for their ranfom, for they had been fo givien 
to underftand by fome of his principal advifers, 
left the prifoners might die while in captivity, 
which was likely enough to happen, from the dif- 
ference of air and diet, and they would not m that 
cafe gain any thing by them. Thefe words en^ 
couraged the duke and duchefs of Burgundy to 
exert themfelves in procuring the ranfom of their 
fon and heir, and they were occupied day and 
night in devifing means to open negotiations with 
the fultan. The duchefs faid this battle of Nico- 

poli. 



t>oii had been very unfi>rtuiutte to htt, (orihth^ 
loft by ic three of her brothers, who were gallant 
knights in arms : the firft, the haze de Flandies, 
the iccond, fir Loins de Brezc^ and die third fir 
J6tui d'Ypres: there was aiiother brother, the 
youngcft of them, whp had remained at home. 
To fay the truth, the duchels had grief eooi^, 
and it was not furprifing if (he was melancholy, 
but the duke and his advifers calmed her, by their 
eameftnefs in procuring her fon's liberty : diis was 
not, however, foon done, for the diftance and 
difficulty of treadng with fuch people forced them 
to go about the bufinefs kifurely. 

About the time I am now fpeaking of, duK 
gallant knight and excellent man the lord Enguer- 
rand de Coucy, count de Soillbns, and a potent 
lord in France, died at Burfay in Turkey. Si|: 
Robert.d'£ihe, who had been fent to him by the 
lady de Coucy, had not advanced further than 
Vienna on his journey thither, when he was in^ 
formed of his death. He returned with this news 
to France, and told it to the family of the lord de 
Coucy, though not to the widow, before whom 
he did hot appear until the governor of the caftlc 
of Saint Gobin was fent to feck the body, have it 
embalmed, and brought to France. Ic was con- 
veyed to the abbey of Nogent near to Cou^y, 
and received by the duchcfs of Bar,^ the bifhop 
of Laon and thany abbots : there the gentle knight 
was buried^ and thus ended the year of gr^u^ 
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Tbe king oT France and the duke of Burgundf 
were very aftive in their endeavours to abridge 
the captivity of their friends m Turkey, and there 
fsiffifd not a day without their having fome con- 
Tcrfa^Qn on the fubjcA. Sir Dinde Defponde 
was of alt their confultations, and faid the Vene*- 
tiati or Gi^Qoefe merchants could alone aflift^ them jp 
for by means of merchandiie, which governs 
levery things and dieir connedtipns with other 
merchaatSj they could pafs crcry where, and 
learn the temper of the infidel fultans* They had 
great weight, particuarly in Cairo, Alexaiidria, 
Damafcus and Antioch, where they had fadories, 
and this Saracens' and Chriftians mutually inter- 
changed their merchandifes. The king and the 
duke, therefore, made as many friends among 
tbefe sicrchan^s as they could^ and gave up all in- 
tentions of making war on the duke of Milan from 
the friendihip they learnt Bajazet bore him« On 
the other hand, 'king James of Cyprus knew well, 
that if he could any how fofren the anger of the 
iiiltan, and prevail on hiin to accept of reaibnablc 
icnns for the ranfom of the French lords, he 
ihould gready oblige the king of France, the duk(r 
(£ Burgundy and the whole of the nation. 

To accomplifb this, the king of Cyprus had a 
ihip made of gold, curioufly wrought, that might 
be worth ttn thoufand ducats, which he £ent by his 
k&ights as a prcfent to the fultan Bajazet* It was 
heaudfully worked, and was gracioufly accepted by 
the fultan, who replied he would r^forn him double 
its value in courtefy and affedion. This anfwer, 
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brMght back by the Cypriote knightSj wsfi inftantl]^ 
made known to the king o( France and the duke 
of Burgundy by fomc merch^nts^ who wrote to fir 
Dinde that he might inform them of iL King 
James was wife in making this prefent : he dreaded 
the king of France^ and all kings^ for having 
murdered in the night-time his valiant brother 
king Peter, who had fought fo courageoufly againft 
die Saracens, and had won from them the town^ 
of Satalia and Alexandria ; and they were more^ 
afraid of him than of all the other kings or emper- 
ors in Chriltendom. 

King James had forely repented having com- 
mitted this crime, or being prefent when it was 
done ; and, not daring to continue in Cyprus, for 
the Chriftians would have put him to a di%raceful 
death, could they have caught him, he embarked 
on board a galley belonging to fome Genoefe 
merchants which was in the port of Nicofia, where 
the murder had been done, and fled to Genoa. 
The Genoefe kindly entertained him, and fonje 
lay that this villainous murder had been inftigated 
by them ; for, fhortly after, they entered the har- 
bour of Famagoufta with a large fleet of galleys 
and men at arms, which they took pofiefllon of, 
and have held by force eviv fince. 

True it is, that the late king of Cyprus had a 
very promifing youth for his Ton, whom he brought 
with him, in company with a knight who had. 
travelled through Lombardy to Rome, the laftr 
time he had croiflcd the fea : this yourfi the Cypri— 
otcs^ crowned tncir king on the aflaflination of his 
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Stfiieo Jbut he lived not long to enjoy it. jC^ his 
de^th^ the Genoefe brought back James, y^l^ifjfi 
they had crowned king, and he has re,\gn(ed fv^ 
fince in Cyprus, through the fupport the Qfif^(^(f 
, give hioi againfl all natioj^. 
. They would never give up ppjITclfion of the 
jCQwn or port of Eamagoufta, and are the maftci? 
x>f if at this prefent moment of my writing ,thcfc 
chronicles. Indeed, had the Genoefe oot held itj 
the Turks and Infidels would have qonquejed t|^ 
whole of the ifland, as well as Rhodes and t^ 
•other adjacent iflands ; but the Venetians apd Qcr 
noefe are their great opponents. When the 1^0: 
law that the kingdom of Armenia was conqyerfia 
y^y the Turks, they feized the to>yn of Courci>j 
that is fituated on the fca-fhore, which they have 
Icept under their governance. The Turks, werit 
-they not fearful of Courch and Pe.ra, near Con- 
ftantinople, would dp the greateft mifchicf to aU 
who navigate thofe feas, as well as to Rhodes an^ 
the neighbouring ifland,s. 

It is by thefe oceans the frontiers of Chriftcndom 
•are defended ; but let us return to kbg James pf 
-Cyprus. When he found, from the bafe crime he 
iiad been guilty of, he was fallen under the dif- 
pleafure and hatred of every crowned head, he 
exerted himfelf to the utmoft to recover their fa- 
vour, and thought himfelf highly honoured by th(5 
letter the kjng of France liad written to hjm. He 
was afraid of him, and not without rcafqpj fpr t|ic 
luke of Bourbon, uncle to the king of Francf , 
^as, by right of fucc€;flion through the fifU^p^P^f 
Vol. XI. Bb the 
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the true heir to the throne of Cyprus. This king 
James, although brother to the late king, was not 
fo by lawful marriage, but a baftard, as was well 
known to the Genoefe. . When they gave him the 
crown they mutually entered into fpecial treaties 
with eacih other i and the Genoefc bound them- 
felves to defecid his and his dcfcendants' rights to 
the government againft all claimants : in confider- 
ation of which> they had many lordlhips and 
traAs of land yielded up to them in the ifland of 
Cyphls. Every thing they did in the defence of 
king JamCs was to ftrengthen themfelves againft 
the Venetians, and to open greater markets for 
their trade With the Saracens, for, as faftors, they 
have itiany connexions with them and others of 
their faith, iting James, through the Genoefc, 
took great p^ihs to pleafe the king of France and 
his fubjefts, and it was in confetjuence of this he 
had made Bajazet fo very rich a prefent, which 
was highly pleafing to the fultari and his miniftcrs, 
who valued it much. It was fuppofed by many^ 
that fir Dinde Dfefponde had urged on the Genoefc 
in this matter, as they were very warm in their 
endeavours to bring about a treaty for the deliver- 
ance of the Count de Nevcrs and the other pri^ 
foners. 

The duke and duchefs of Burgundy heardj 
with infinite pleafure, that the fultan began to tire 
of hi^ prifoners, and would readily ehter into a 
treaty for their liberty. They felefted a valiant 
knight from the country of Flanders, called fir 
Guiflfebrcth de Linrenghen, who was regent of 

' ' Flanders 
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Flanders under the duke and duchels of Burgundy, 
to go to Turkey and treat widi Bajazet for the 
ranfom of the French lords. At the fame time, 
they fcnt for fir James dc Helly, and entreated 
that he would accompany their ambaflfador, be- 
caufe he was well acquainted with the countries 
he was to travel through, and with the court pf 
the fultan, promifing that his trouble and attention 
. fhould be handfomely remunerated. 

Sir James, having promifed to fulfil their coair 
mands, fet out in company with the Flemifh 
knight : on their arrival in Hungary, they waited 
on the king, to deliver the letters which were in- 
trufted to them. The king received the letters 
and knights with joy, in compliment to thekin^' 
of France: he was before acquainted with Gi 
James de Helly. They informed the king, the 
objedt of their mifliQa to Bajazet was to treat for 
the releafe of his prif^p^, if he were inclined to 
liften to them* The. Xing of Hungary replied, 
that it would be w^Jl 4one if they cpuld obtaip 
their liberty for m9ney : ^Q Jthe attfjuypt w^ 
worth trying, for nothing could be loft Jby/ihati 
He offered them every affiitangc ,iQ h^s power^ ol' 
money or men, for which the knights. ^thi^nkcd- 
him. ,. . . 

They had many difficulties to encounter, bejfbre 
they could enter into a perfonal treaty' with IPi^a- 
zetj for it was firiJ nec^flfary that Hr Jaiines'de 
Helly fhould wait on the fultan to obtain a pafTpprC 
for fir GuiffebretK de Linrenghen to travel through 
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Turkey, which having been properly ttiad^ otft 
he rfctdrned with it to Hungary . They journeyed 
to TuHtfcy together; and Bajazet received the 
regerit of f^lahders with kihdiiefs, and Kftened to 
his propofak, which formed the bafis for a treaty. 
At this time/ ther^ lived a Genoefc nterchant called 
fiartoldmeiy l^elegrini, in the iflatnd of Scio, who 
Was Ufi'iv*i-fSl}y eftecrtied for his probity and know- 
ledge in trade, eVen by Bajazet himfclf : to him fir 
fiinde de Defpottde had written taintereft himfelf 
in the bufinefs, that it might have a more fpetdy 
tcrrtiin^tion, for they were well knowft td each 
bth^i-, and pfbmiftd hitti i handfonie recomperrfe, 
if fafcceftftd in dbriihihg ' the. Ffench fords' K^ 
berty, frorfi the dukfe aiid duchcfs of Burgundy, 
khd othier lords and ladies Wh6 had'fl-iehds or huf- 
tjihds ill the power Of Bijazet. He entreated 
iilln^*6;taHe updii hitllfctf Vhe debt for their kh- 
^rfi, h6Wev;6t- Ikv^t the fttti, and to cohdudt tht 
Ffeijit1i;l6fds to Venice, br to fome part liHder the 
goi^yniilent of the VeH^^^^ and that, the tti6- 
ffti^nt^%%ould1ye JflU^^^ him of their arrival 

lei^Tie ^biild, withotit deky, haftch to Venice 
[H p^erforfi %iththei amount of the fum to rcpaj' 
^•^-^'^ilat ■hb-' fiad expehded. ' TWt 6fen6efe mer- 
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From the information I had^ I am inclined to 
believe that the king of Cyprus fent fome of his 
ableft counfellors to pufli forward the negotiatiotis 
with the fultan, in compliance with the folicita- 
lions of the king of France and the duke of Bur- 
gundy. The lords de Mathelin and d'Amine, two 
great barons of Greece, and much in favour with 
Bajazet, interfered alfo in the matter, according 
to the requefts that had been made them from 
Ffance, otherwife they would not have troubled 
themfclves about it. 

Turkey was an extenfive country, and not con- 
venient to travel through, to thofe unaccuftomed 
to ?tl : Bajazet, therefore, as foon as he had con- 
ferited to a treatty, fefolved that all the French 
pHfoners' fhould be conveyed to Burfa, where the 
whole btifinefs ftiould be concluded. Thofe lords 
wefi broii^ht diither, to the amount of twenty- 
five ; but their conduftors, the Turks, treated 
tKetti fcandaloufly on the road, by beating them 
forward, for they had purpofely badly mounted 
them, and their horfes would only go at a foot*^ 
pace : for this they were beaten by the Turks^ 
-who heard, very unwillingly, that they were to 
have their liberty. 

Ofi their arrival at Burfa, where the negotiators 
from the king of France, the duke of Burgundy, 
the king of Cyprus, the Venetians and Genoeft 
were waiting to receive them, they had more li- 
berty than when in the prifon^ of the fultan : but, 
notwithftanding it was known they were to be ran- 
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ibmed; they were fo clofely guarded that they 
could not obtain a fourth part of their wifhes. 
Among the different p^rfons who were atBurfa on 
account of the treaty^ Bajazet inclined more to 
fir Guiflcbrcth de Linrenghen, for fir James de 
HcUy had told him he was regent of Flanders and 
the moft confidential counfcUor of the duke of 
Burgundy. The fultan refided in a handfome 
caftld near Burfa, and where the negotiators went 
to difcufs matters with him : the ranfom for the 
twenty-five prifoners was fixed at two hundred 
thoufand ducats. The lords de Mathelin and 
d'Amine, with the Genocfe merchant of Scio, 
pledged themfclvcs to the fultan for the due pay- 
ment of it. The count de I^evcrs gave his oath 
to the merchant, for hinifelf and the rcft> that on 
his arrival at Venice, he would never depart thence 
until the whole of this fum were paid to his fatis- 
faflion. 

Before the treades were concluded, the count 
d*Eu was fo much weakened by ficknefs, change 
of air, and diet he had not been accuftomed tu, 
that he departed this life at Haute-loge, where he 
had been confined with the other lords, who were 
much afflided thereat, though they could not any 
way prevent it. The lord Philip d'Artois, count 
d'Eu and conftable of France, was, when dead, 
opened and embalmed, and in this ftate put into a 
coffin and carried to France, where he lies 
buried in the church of Saint Laurence at £u. 

Whca 
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When the fultan Bajazet was completely Satis- 
fied is to the fccurity of thofc who had pledged 
thcmfelves for the payment of the two hundred 
thoufand ducats as the ranfom for the French 
lords, the two ambaffadors from the duke of 
Bui^ndy were impatient to return to France, and 
Carry the joyful news of their fuccefs to the king 
and other iords fo greatly intercfted in it. They 
took kavc of Bajazet and thofe of his court they 
were the moft intimate with ; and, as the regent 
of Flanders was in his favour, the gallant fultan 
ordered, that twenty thoufand ducats fhould be 
deducted from the two hundred thoufand he was to 
receive, and given to the two knights, in confider- 
ation of the great pains they had taken to accom- 
plilh thefe treaties. 

The two knights gratefully thanked the fultan, 
as they had reafon, for his magnificent gift, and, 
after taking leave of the Tui*kifh court and the 
French lords, returned to Burfa. They there left 
the count de Nevers and his companions, waiting 
the lords de Mathelin * and d' Amine, who were 
to come for them in their galley, and embarked 
on board a fmall paflage-galley for Mathelin. On 
'quitting the harbour, the fca was calm and the 
weather temperate ; but they had not advanced far 
before it changed, and at length became fo tem- 
peftuous that fir Guiflebreth, forely tormented by 
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* D« Sauvage fappoies, in a marginal note> tliis muli be the 
lord of the ifland of MiteUno9 but confeffes his ignorance of 
the other. 
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^ra-ficknefs, died before they could reach Mathc- 
lin. Sir James dc Helly was much grieved for his 
lois, and^ engaging a Ventian g^Ucy, (ailed to 
Rhodes. He publifhed every where the deliver- 
aoce and fpeedy arrival of the count de ^^evers 
and his companions, to the great joy of the knight 
of Rhodes. On his arrival in France, he mad^ 
the king, the duke and ducheis <^ Burgundy, and 
the nation, happy by the good news he had brought. 
Sir James fpoke loudly io the praife of his com* 
panion, fir GuiiTebrech, and of the great p^ns he 
took to conclude the treaty. 

The fultan Bajazet, having had every thing re-* 
fpcfting the ranlbm of his French prifbners fctdcd 
to his iatisfaction, refolved^on allowing them more 
liberty, for indeed they were now no longer pri- 
fbners, and invited them to his prcfcncc before 
the departure of the acnbafladors, to fhow them 
the magnificence of his eilablifhments. They were 
faid to be very grand indeed ; and immenfe nimi- 
bers were daily attendant on his perfon. He feat 
ibme of his principal lords to invite the count de 
Nevers and hb companions to the caftle> where he 
received and entertained them handfomelv : Jie 
ordered all things they might want to be delivered 
out to them by his officers, as was the ufual cufbom 
of his court. The fultan converfcd daily widi the 
count de Nevers, by means of an interpreter, and 
paid him much refpeft, for he knew that he was, 
or would be, a very great lord in France, by the 
great exertions that were made^ and the large fum 
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paid for his ranfom, whicli was enough to fatisfy 
his avarice, having fecurities for the amount of one 
miUion of florins. 

The other French lords were equally aftonilhed 
with the count de Nevers at the power and ftate 
x>{ Bajazet. He was attended by fuch numbers, 
that they were always encamped, for no town cQuld 
lodge them; and the expenfe muft have been 
very great to fiipply fo many with food. It was 
furprifing where fuch quantities came from, not- 
withftanding the natives of warm climates are very 
temperate in their diet, eating but litde meat, 
living on fpices and fugar, of which they have 
abundance, as well as goats' milk, the common 
beverage of the Turks and Saracens, and they 
have plenty of bread made of millet. 

The fultan had at this time feven thoufand fal- 
coners, and as many huntfmen : you may fuppofe 
from thi^ the grandeur of his eftablifhments. One 
day, in the prefence of the count de Nevers, he flew a 
falcon at fome eagles : the flight did not pleafe him j 
and he was fo wroth, that, for this fault, he was 
on the point of beheading two thoufand of his fal- 
coners, fcoldingthem exceedingly for want of dili- 
gence in their care of his hawks, when the one h^ 
"Was fond of had behaved fo ill. 

Another time, when the count de Nevers and 
•the French barons were with the lultan, a poor 
lii^oman came to him in tears, to demand juftice 
againft one of his fervants, and laid, — ^ Sultan, I 
addrefs myfelf to thee, as my fovercign, andcom- 
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plain of one of thy fcrvants, who is, I undcrftand, 
attached to thy pcrfon. He this morning entered 
my houfc, and feized by force the goat milk I had 
provided for myfclf and children, and drank it 
againft my will. I told hini that I fhould com- 
plain to thee of this outrage, but I had no fooner 
uttered the words, than he gave me two great 
cuffs, and would not leave me, though I ordered 
him in thy name. Sultan, do me jufticc, as thou 
haft fworn to thy people thou wouldeft, that I 
may be fatisfied, this injury be puniftied, and that 
every one may know thou wilt fee the meaneft of 
thy fubjefts righted.' 

The fultan was very rigidly determined that all 
crimes committed within his dominions (hould be 
feverely punifhed : he therefore liftened to her 
attentively, and faid he would do her juftice. He 
then ordered the varlet to be brought, and con- 
fronted with the woman, who repeated her com- 
plaint. The varlet, who dreaded Bajazet, began 
to make cxcufes, faying it was all falfc. The 
woman told a plain tale, and perfifted in its truth. 
The fultan ftopped her, and laid, — * Woman, 
confider well thy accufation j for, if I find thou 
haft told me a li?, thou flialt fuffer death.' ' Sir,' 
replied the woman, ' I confent to it s for, were it 
not true, I could have no reafon to come before 
thee, and I only afk for jufticc.' * I will do it,* 
anfwered the fultan, * for I have fo fworn, and in- 
difcriminately to every man or woman within my 
dominions/ He then ordered the varlet to be 
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felzed^ and to have his bcUy opened^ for others- 
wife he would not have known if he had drank 
the milk or not. It was there founds for it had 
not had time to be digefted ; and the fultan^ on 
feeing it^ faid to the woman^ ' Thou hadft juft 
caufe of complaint : now go thy way, for the in- 
jury done thee has been puniflied/ She was like- 
wife paid for her lofs. This judgment of Bajazet 
was witncffed by the French lordsj who were at 
the time in his company. 
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